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GROUP A. FRAGMENT I. 

§ 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. 
PETWOBTH MS. 



fHsn that Apiille wiffi his ahonres soote [i*>rii 
The dioof^f of maiche hath perced to ]m loote 
And bathes eueiy veyne in swich licotue 
Ot wiacb Tertue engendrid is fe floure 4 

Whan lephirus ek* with his swete bietb 
Inspired hath in eueiy holt and hetii 
The tendre croppia and ^ y onge Bonne 
Hath in the ram. his halfe conis yronne 8 
And smale fooles make melodye , 

ITiat slepen al nyght with open eyghe 
So prike^ hem uatuie in here coroges 
Than longen folk* to gon on pilgiymages 12 

And palmers for to seke straunge strondes 
To feme halowea couthe in sondry londee 
And specially &am enery ehirea ende 
OP engelond to Caunterbuiy they wende 16 

The holy bliaseful martii* for to seke 
That* hem hatb holpen when thaf ^y wore eeke 
ByfiUe ^al? in thaf seson) on aday 

In sonthwerk* atte Tabbard as I lay 20 

Eedy to wende on my pilgrymage 
To Cantirbury with ful devonf corage 
At nyht was come in to f&tf hostclleiye 
Wei nyne and twenty on a companye 24 

Of sondiy folk- by auenluie yfulle 
Li felaschipe and pilgiymes were )Kiy alio 
Tialf toward OaAtirbery wolde lyde 
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2 GROUP A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. PotWOrth MS. 

The Cliainbres and stables weren wyde 28 

And wel weren eaed atte beste 
And schortly whan the sonne was to reste 
So hadde I spoken with hem eueiychon 
That I was of here felaschipe anon 32 

And made forward erly for to ryse 
To take oure wey there as I you deuyse 
But natheles whil I haue tyme and space 
Or ])at* I ferther in this tale pace 36 

Me thynke]) if accordant* to resoh) 
To telle yow al the Condicioh) 

Of* ech of* hem so as if semed me Dtaf i« bade] 

And whiche they were, and of what* degre 40 

And eke in what* array ^af they were Inne 
And at* a knyghf Jwm I wol first* bigynne 
A kny^t* fer was and ^at* a worthy man 
■^ That fix) ])e tyme ^at he ferst* bigan 44 

To riden out*, he louede Chyualrye 
Trouthe and honour firedom and curtesye 
fful worthy was he in his lordis werre 
And therto hadde he ryden no man ferre 48 

As wel in Cristendom as in hethenesse 
And euere honoured for his worthynesse 
^ At Alisaundre he was whan it [was] wonne 
fful ofte tyme he hadde the bord bigonne 52 

Aboven alle naciouns in Pruce 
In lettowe had he reysed and in Ruce 
Ko cnstene man so ofte of* his degre 
In Gemade at the sege ek* hadde he be 56 

Of Algezire and riden in belmaiye 
At Lyeis was he and at Satalye 
When they were wonne and in the grete see 
At many a noble armeye had he be 60 

At mortel batailles had he ben fyftene 
And fouhten for oure fedth at tramessene 
In lystes thryes. and ay slayne his foo 
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GROUP A. § L OBNBRAL PROLOGUE. PetWOtth MS. 3 

This like worthy knyght* had ben also 64 

Somtyme with the lord of Palatye 

Ayeyn an othir hethen in Turkye 

And euere more he hadde a sonereyne piy 

And though )>at he was worthy he was wys 68 

And of his port* as meke as is a mayde 

He neuer yet no velonye ne sayde 

In al his lyf vnto no manere wighf 

He was a verrey parfit* gentil knyghf 72 

ffor to tellen yow of his array 

His hors weren gode. buf he was not gay 

Of fostyon) he werede a gepofi 

Al bismotered with his habirgeon) 76 

fifor he was late ycome from his yiage OMf q 

And wente for to don his pilgrymage 

lIAith hym f er was his sone a yong squyere 

' ^ A louyere and a lusty bachelere 80 

Witb lockes cruUe as they were leyd in presse 

Of twenty yere of age he was I gesse 

Of his stature he was of* euene lengtne 

And wondirly delyuere and gret« of" strengthe 84 

And he hadde be somtyme in chyuachye 

In fflaundres in Artoys and in Pikardye 

And born him wel as of so litil space 

In hope to stonde in his lady grace 88 

Embroyded was he as it were a mede 

All: ful of firesshe floures white and rede 

Syngynge he was. or floytynge al the day 

He was also fressh as ys pe moneth of may 92 

Short was his gowne with sieves longe and wyde 

Wel koude he sitte on an hors and faire ryde 

Ho koude songes make, and wel endite 

luste and eke dauTjce and wel portrey and- write. 96 

So bote he louede. that by nygter tale 

He slepte namore than doth a nyghtyngale 

Corteys he was lowely and servisable 
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4 GROUP A. § I. GENERAL PROLOGUE. PctWOTth M&. 

And karf bifom his fedir at the table lOO 

ANothir yeman hadde he and seraafites na mo 

Af that* tyme. for hym lysf pyde so 

And he was clad in coote and hood of* grene 

A sheef of* pocok* arewes bryght* and kene 104 

Vndir his belf he bar full thriftily 

Wei couthe he dresse his takel yemaiily 

Hise arewes drouped noght* with fej)eros I owe 

And in his hond he bar a myghty bo we 108 

A not* hed hadde he with a broun visage 

Of* wode crafb wel couthe he al the vsage 

Vppon his arme he bar a gay bracei* 

And by his side a swerd and a bokelei^ 112 

And on that o^ir syde a gay daggere 

Hameysed wel and sharp as poynf of* spere 

A CjidoffrQ on his bresf of seluer sliene D^% bMia 

An horn he bar the bawdrik* was of grene 116 

A foster was he sotly as I gesse 

rnher was a nonne also a prioresse 

•*- That* of hir smylynge was ful symple and coy 

Hire grettest* ooth was but* by sey[n]te loy 120 

And she was clepid ma dame Englentyne 

fful wel she song* the seruyse divyne 

Entuned in hire nose ful semyly 

And frenshe she spak* ful faire and fetysly * 124 

Aftir the skole of Stratford! atte bowe 

ffor frensch of Parys was to hire vnknowe 

At mete wel I-taught was sche with alle 

She leef no morsel from hir lippes falle 128 

Ne wete hire fyngres in hire sause depe 

Wel couthe she cafye a morsel and wel kepe 

That no drope ne fille vppon hire breste 

In curtesye was set* ful mochel hire leste 1 32 

Hire ouer lippe wiped she so clene 

That in hir cuppe ther was no ferthing sene 

Of greco whan she dronken hadde hire draughts 
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QBoup A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. Petworfh MS. 5 

iful semyly aftir hir mete she raughte 136 

And sikerly sclie was of gref disporte 
And fill plesaunt and amable of poite 
And peynede hire to counterfete chere 
Of court*, and to ben estatliehe of manere 140 

And to be holden digne of* reuerence 
But for to speken of* hir Oonciense 
She was so charitable and so pitous 
She wolde wepe yif that* she sauh a mous 144 

Kaugh[t] in a trappe yif it were ded or bledde 
Of* smale houndes had she that* she fedde 
With rostid flessh or mylk* or wastelbrede 
But* sore wepte she yf oon of* hem were dede 148 

Or yf* men smoot jif with a yerde smerte 
And al was conscience and tendre heite 
fiul semeUche hire wympil pynchid was 
Hir nose was streight*. hire eighen grey as glas 152 

Hire mouth ful smal and therto softe and rede D^il 

But sekerly she hadde a fair forhede 
It was almost a spanne brood I trowe 
flfor hardely she was nouht vndirgrowe 166 

£ful fetys was hir cloke as I was waar 
Of smal coral aboute hir arme she baar 
A paire of bedys gaudid al with grene 
And ther on hyng* a broche of gold ful shene 160 

On which fer was first* writen a crowned A 
And aftir amor vincit* omnia 
An othir Nonne with hire hadde she 
That was hire chapeleyn. and prestes thre 164 

A monk* per was a fair for the maistrye 
-^ An out* ridere that* loued venerye 
A manly man to ben an Abbot* able 
fiul many a deynte hors hadde he in stable 168 

And whanne he rood . men myhte his bryditt here 
Gynglynge in a wlustelynge wynd as clere 
And eke as loude as dooth \fe chapel belle 
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6 OBOUF A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. Petworth MS. 

Ther as this lord was keper of the selle 172 

The reule of seynt* Mauie or of seint Benet* 

Bi cause p&t yt was olde and somdel streit 

This ylke monke leet olde pjnges pace 

And heeld aftir the newe world the space 176 

He yaf* nouht* of* the text* a pulled hen 

That* seith that* hunters be nouht* holy men 

^e that a monke whan he is recheles 

Is likened tille a fisshe ])af is watirles 180 

This is to seye a monke out* of* his cloistre 

But thilke text* held he nouhf worth an oystre 

And I seyde his opynion) was good 

What shulde he studie. and make hymself* wood 184 

Vpon a book* alwey in cloistre to poure 

Or swynke with his hondis and laboure 

As Austyn bit. hou shal the world be serued 

Lat Austyn haue his swynk* to him reserued 188 

Therfore he was a pricasour aright* 

Grehoundes he hadde / as swiff as foule in flight* 

Of* pnkynge and of* huntynge for the hare [iMfs.iMu^ 

Was al his lust* for no cost wole he spare 192 

I seigh hise sieves I-puiflled at* the bond 

With grys and that* the fynest* of a lond 

And for to festne his hood vndir the Chynne 

He hadde of* gold wrought* a ful curious -pynne 196 

A loue knotte in the gretter ende \fei was 

His hed was ballyd that* shon as ony glas 

And eke his face, as he hadde ben anoynt* 

He was a lord ful fat* and in good poynt* 200 

Hise eighen stepe and rollynge in his hede 

That stemede as a foumeys of a lede 

Hise botes souple his hors in grete estate 

Now certeynly he was a fair prelate 204 

He nas nat pale as a forpyned goost* 

A fat swan louede he best* of any roost* 

His palfray was [as] broun) as ys a berye 
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fifioup A. § L GENERAL PBOLoouB. PetworUi KS. 7 

k flfrero ther was a wa[n]toune and [a] merye 208 

•^ A lymytour a ful solempne man 
In alle the ordres fouie is noon that* can 
So mochel of daliafice and fair langage 
He hadde made ful many a Mariage 212 

Of yonge wommen af his owne cost* 
Vn to his ordre he was a noble post 
fiPol wel biloued and famidier was he 
With frankeleynes oueral in his contre 216 

And inih worthy wommen of the tona 
ffor he hadde power of* confessioun 
As seide hym self* more than a Curaf 
ffor [of] his ordre he was lycenciat* 220 

fful swetely herede he confession) 
And plesaxint* was his absolucion) 
He was an esy man to yeue penafice 
Ther as he wiste to han a good pitaiice 224 

fifor wnto a pore ordre for to yeue 
Is signe thaf a man ys wel yshreve 
fifor yf* he yaf he dorste make avaunt 
He wiste ]>af a man was repentaunt^ 228 

fifor many a man is so hard of* his herte DMf «] 

He may noght* wepe al poxih him sore smerte 
Ther fore in stede of" wepynge and preieres 
Men mote yene seluer / to the pore freres 232 

His tipet was ay faaaed ful of knyfes 
And pynnes for to yeue faire wyfes 
And certeynly he hadde a mery note 
Wel coude he syngen and play en on a roote 236 

Of yeddynges he bar vttirly the pryce 
His necke white was as the flour delyce 
Therto he was strong as a champioun 
He knew the tauemes wel in every toun 240 

And eueriche Osteller and tapestere 
Bet than a lazer or a beggere 
ffor ynto swich a worthy man as he 
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8 oBoup A. § L OENBBAL PBOLOGUB. Petworth K8. 

Acordith non&t as by his faculte 244 

To haue with swich seke lazers aqueyntaiice 

It is nou&t honest / it may nonht avafice 

fifor to delen with swich pondlle 

But al with riche and sillers of* vitaille 248 

And oueral ther as profite sholde aryse 

Curtays he was and lowely of* semyse 

Ther nas no man nowher so vertuous 

He was the beste beggere in his hous 252 

[• 

no gap in the M8.^ 

fifor ^onh a widewe hadde nouht* a sho 
So plesaimf was his Inpnncipio 
Yef wolde he haiie a ferthyng* or he wente 
His purchace was wel bettere pan his rente 256 

And rage he couthe as if were rihf a whelpe 
In louedaies ther coude he mochil helpo 
fifor ther he was not* liche a cloistrere 
With a thredbare cope as a pore scolere 260 

But he was lyke a maistir or a pope 
Of double worstede was his semy cope 
That rounded as a bglle out* of the presse 
Somwhaf he lipsede for his wantonesse 264 

To make his englyssh swete vppon his tonge 
And in his harpynge whan pat he had songe 
Hise eyghen twynclede in his hede aright* Deaf*, back] 

As doon the sterres -in a frosty nyht 268 

This worthy lymytour was clepid huberf 
A Marchant was ther with a longe ber(} 
•^ In motle and heyh on horse he satte 
Vppon his heued a flaundrisshe beuer hatte 272 

Hise botis clapsid faire and fetisly 
His resouns he spak* ful solempnely 
Shewynge alwey the encres of* his wynnynge 
He wolde the see were kept for any thynge 276 

Bitwixe Middelburgh and Orewelle 
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Wei coude he in eschange sheldes selle 

This worthy man ful wel his witte bisette 

Ther wiste no wight* that* he was in dotte 280 

So estatly was he of* his gouemance 

With his bargaynes and with his cheuyssance 

fforsothe he was a worthy man with alle 

But sothely to seyne I not* how men hym calle 284 

A Clerk Jer was of Oxenforde also 
-^ That* vnto logyk* hadde longe I-go 
As lene was his hors as ys a rake 

And he was not* right fat* I wndirtake 288 

But lokede holewh and )>erto soburly 
fipol thredbare was his ouerest Courtepy 
ffor he hadde yif geten him no benefice 
Ne was so wordly [for] to haue office 292 

ffoT hym was leuere haue at* his bed hede 
Twenty bokes clad in blak* or rede 
Of Aristotle and his philosophie 

Then robes riche or fithel or gay sautiye 296 

But* al be that* he was a philosofre 
Yet hadde he but litel gold in cofre 
But al that* he myhte of his frendes hente 
On bokes and on lemynge he it* spente 300 

And besily gan for tho soules preye 
Of hem that yaf hym wharwith to skole-aye 
Of studie took* he moost cure and most hede 
Naught* a word spak* he / more than was nede / 304 

And that* was seid in forme and reuerence pMf s] 

And short* and quyk* and ful [of] hey sentence 
Sownynge in moral vertue was his speche 
And gladly wolde he leme and gladly teche 308 

A sergant of* the lawe / wai* and wys 
•^^ That* often hadde ben atte parvys 
That was also ful nche of excellence 
Discret he was and of gret reuerence 312 

He semed swich hise wordis wem so wise 
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Justice he was fill often in assise 
By patent and by pleyn commyssioun 
ffor his science, and for bis high renouw 316 

Ofi foes and robes hadde he many on 
So gret a piuchassour was nowher non 
Al was fee symple to him in efifecte 

His purchassynge myht nouht ben infecte 320 

l^owher so besy a man as he ther nas 
And yet ho semed bisiero than he was 
In tonnes hadde he caas and domes alio 
That from the tyme of kyng* william were falle 324 

Therto he cowde endite and make a thyng* 
Ther couthe no wighf pynche af his writyng* 
And euery statute couthe he ployne by roote 
He rood but homely in a medio coote 328 

Gterf with a sent* of selk" wif barres smale 
Of his array telle I no longer tale 
A ffrankeleyn was in his compaignye 
■^ Whif was his herd as is the daieseye 332 

Of his complexiouw he was sangwyne 
Wei louede he by the morewe a soppe in wyne 
To lyuen in delite euere was his wone 
fifor he was Epioumes owne sone 336 

That helde opynyon) Jat pleyn delite 
Was verrey felicite parfite 
An houshaldere and thaf a greet* was ho 
Seint lulyan he was in his centre 340 

His bred his ale was alleweys aftir oon 
A bettir envyned man / was nowher noon / 
With onto bakemete was neuere his hous ci«f5^badi) 

Of fissche and ileisshe and p&t so plentovouB 344 

It snewede in his hous of" mote and drynke 
Of alio doyntethes that* men couthe thinke 
Aftir the sondry sosons of the yere 

So changed he his mote and his sopere 348 

tful many a fat* partrich hadde he in Mewe 
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And many a bieme and many a luce in stewe 

Wo was his cook* buf [if] his sauce were 

Poynant* and sharps and redy al his gere 352 

His table dormant in his halle al way 

Stood redy couered al the longe day 

At sessions ther was he lord and sire 

fiful often tyme he was knyghf of the shire 356 

An anelas and a gypsere al of silke 

Heng< at his girdel white as mome mylke 

A sherreff had he ben / arid a comptour 

Was nowher swich a worthy vauasoor 360 

A N habirdasshere and a Carpenter 
-^ A Webbe. a Diere and a Tapecere 
And they were clothid alle in oo lyuere 
Of a solempne and a greet* fratemjrte 364 

fful fressh and newe here gere apiked was 
Here knyfes nere chap[ed] nonhf with bras 
But al with syluer wrought ful clene and wel 
Here gerdelles and her pouches euery del 368 

Wel semed ech of hem a fair burgeys 
To sitteu in a yeldhalle on a deys 
Eueriche for the wisdom that* he can 
Was shaply for to bene an Aldirman 372 

For catett hadde they I-nouh and Kente 
And eke her wifes woldo it* wel assente 
And elles certeyn[ly] they were to blame* 
It* is ful fair to be clepid Madame 376 

And gon to vigilies al be fore 
And haue a mantel rialliche I-bore 

A Cook* they hadde / with hem for the nones 
-^ To boille the chikenes with J>e maribones 380 

And poudre Marchaflf tart* of Gallyngale pemf 6] 

Wel kowde he knowe a drau&t of london) ale 
He Couthe roste and sethe and broyle and firye 
Maken Mortrews and wel bake a pye 384 

But gret ha[r]m was if / as it thouhte me 
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That* on his shene a mornial hadde he 

For Llank* mangei^ that made he with the beste 

A Shipman was ther / wonyng* fer hi weste 388 

•^ For ouht I woof he was of* Dertemouthe 
He rood vppon a Rouncy as he couthe 
In a gowne of« ffaldyng* to the kne 

A daggai' hangynge in a lace hadde he 392 

Aboute his necke vndir his arme doun 
The hote somer hadde made his hiew al broun 
And Certeynly he was a good felawe 
fiful many a drauht of wyn hadde he drawe 396 

fl&rom burdeux ward! while the chapmen slepe 
Of nyce conscience took* he no kepe 
Yif thaf he fauhf / and hadde the heihere hond 
By watir he sente hem home to euery lond 400 

But of his craft / to rikene wel his tydes 
His stremes and his daunger him bisydes 
His herberuh. his moone and his lodmanage 
Ther nos noon such from hulle to Cartage 404 

Hardy he was / and wys to vndirtake 
With many a tempest* had his herd be shake 
He knew alle the hauenes as they were 
ffro gutlond to the cape de fynystere 408 

And euery cryke in bretaygne and in Spayne 
His barge y-clepid was the maudeleyne 
TTTith us ther was a doctour of* flBisik* 

" In al this world ne was ther none hym lik* 412 

To speke of fisike and of surgerye 
ffor he was grounded in astronomye 
He kepte his pacient* a ful greet* del 
In houres by his magik* naturel 416 

Wel couthe he fortune the assendent* 
Of* his ymages for his pacient* 

He knew the cause of* euery maladye Deal 6, i»ck] 

Were it* of hoot* or coldl or moyst* or drye 420 

And wher ongendred and [of] what humour 

PETWORTH 18 



OROT7P A. § L GENERAL FROLOOUB. PetWOrth MS. 13 

He was a verrey parfif practisour 
The cause I-knowe and of his harm the roote 
Anoon he yaf the sike man his boote 424 

ffiil redy hadde he hise apotecaries 
To sende hem dmgges / and his letuaries 
ffor ech of hem made othir for to wywne 
Her frendshipe nas nat newe to bigynne 428 

Wei knew he the olde Escalapius 
And diascoride and ek* Kufus 
Old ypocras Hayly and Galien 

Serapion Basis and Auysen 432 

Aueroys Damascien and constantyne 
Bernard and Gatisden and Gilbertyne 
Of* his diete mesurable was he 

ffor it was of no superfluyte 436 

Bot of gret* norshinge and digestable 
His studie was bnf litel on the bible 
In sangweyn and in perce he clad was al 
Lyned with TafGata and with sendal 440 

And yet he was but esy of dispense 
He kepte that* he wan in pestilence 
ffor gold in Phisik* is a cordeal 

Therfore he louede gol(} in special 444 

A Good wiff ther was of besides bathe 
•^ But she was somdel def and fat was scathe 
Of cloth makynge sche hadde such an haunt 
She passid hem of ypres and of Gaunt 448 

In alle the parisch wif ne was ther noon 
That to the offrynge tofom hir shulde goon 
And yf ther dide / certeyn wroth was she 
That she was out of al[le] chaiite 452 

Hir couerchefes ful fyne were of grounc^ 
I durste swere they weyeden ten pounc^ 
That on a Sonday weren vpon hire hede 
Hir hosen weren of fyne scarlet* rede 456 

fful streight I-teied / and shoes ful moist* and newe [iMif 7] 
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Bold was hir face and faire / and red of hiewe 
She was a worthi wowman al hir lyue 
Honsboudes atte chirche dore she hadde fyue 460 

With outen othir companie in youthe 
But ther of* nedith nou^it* to speke as nouthe 
And thries hadde she bene at lerusalem 
She had[de] passed many a strange strem 464 

At Borne sche had ben / and at boloyne 
In Galice at saint lame and at Coloigne 
She koude moche on wandrynge bi the weye 
Crat tothid was she sothely for to seie 468 

Vp on an Amblere esily she satte 
I-wympled wel and on hir heed an hatte 
As brood as is a bokellere or a targe 

A fot* mantel aboutcn hire hipes large 472 

And on hire feef a paire of< spores sharpe 
In felaschipe wel couthe sche lawhe and carpe 
Of remedies of loue she knenh parchaunce 
fifor she couthe of* that art the daunce 476 

A Good man was there of religioun 
-^ And was a pore persoun of a toun 
But riche he was of* holy thouht and werk* 
He was also a lemed man and a clerk* 480 

That Cristes gospel treuly wolde preche 
His parisschens deuoutly wolde he teche 
Benyngne he was and wondir diligent* 
And in aduersite / ful pacienf 484 

And swich he was [i]preued ofte sithes 
fful looth were him to cursen for his tythes 
But rather wolde he yeuen out* of doute 
Vnto his poure pansshens aboute 488 

Of his offrynge and of his substance 
He couthe in litil thing* han suffisafice 
"Wide was hise parisshe and houses fer asondir 
But he ne lafbe nouthir for rayno ne for thundir 492 

In sikenesso nor in meschief to visite 
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The ferrest in his parisch myche and lite 
Vp on his fete / and in his hond a staff* De»f 7, biMjk] 

This noble ensample to his shepe he yaf 496 

That* fersf he wroughte. and aftirward pat he taij&te 
Out* of the gospel he fo wordes cauhte 
And this figure he addede ek* therto 
That* yf gold ruste / what* shal Iren do 500 

Por if* a prest* be foul on whom we triste 
Ko wondir is a lewed man to ruste 
And shame it is yf* a prest take kepe 
A shiten sheperde and a clene shepe 504 

Wei ouhte a preest ensample for to yeue 
By his clennesse hou that* his sheepe shulde lyue 
He set* nauht his benefice to hire 

And leet* his sheep acombrcd in the myre 508 

And ran to london vn to seint Poules 
To soke hym a chaiiterye for soules 
Or with a bretherhede to bene with holde 
But* duelte at* home / and kepte wel his folde 512 

So that* the wolf ne made it* not* myscarye 
He was a shepperde and not* a mercenarie 
And thouh he holy were and vertuous 
He was nouht* to synfol men dispitous 516 

Ne oil his speche daungerous ne digne 
But in his techynge discret* and benygne 
To drawen folk* to heuene by faimesse 
By good ensample / this was his bisynesse 520 

But* it* were eny person) obstynate 
What* so he were of* heigh or lowh estate 
Hym wolde he snebbe sharply for the nones 
A bettre prest I trowe fat nowher noon es 624 

He waitede aftir no pompe and reuerence 
Ne maked hym a spiced conscience 
But cristes lore / and hise apostles tuelue 
He tauhte / but ferst he folewed in hywiselue 528 

ff ith hym ther was a plouhman / was his bro^ 
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That* hadde I-lad of dong ful many a fothir 

And a trewe swynkere and a good was he 

Lyvynge in pees / and parfit* charite 532 

God loued he best* with al his hole herte o«^«J 

At* alle tymes thouh he gamed or smerte 

And than his neighbure riht as hymselue 

He wolde thresshe and therto dike and delue 5 30 

For cristes sake / for enery pouere wight 

With oute hire / yif hit lay in his myght 

Hise tythis payed he ful faire and wel 

Bothen of his propre swynke and his catel 540 

In a tabbard he rood vp on a mere 

1 ner was also a Reve and a Mellero 

A somenour and a Pardoner also 

A Mannciple and my self* ther nar na mo 544 

rFhe mellere was a strong* carle for the nones 

-*• fFul bigge he was / of brawne and ek* of bones 

That proued wel / for oueral thare he cam 

Atte wrastelynge / he wolde haue a-wey the ram 548 

He was short shuldred a thicke knarre 

Ther was no dore that he ne wolde heue of bane 

Or breke it at* a rennynge with his heed 

His herd as any so we or fox was reed 552 

And therto brood as Jouh it* were a spade 

Vp on the cop right* of his nose he hade 

A werte and Jeron stood a tuft of* heres 

Bede as the brysteles of* a sowes eres 556 

His nose grilles blake were and wyde 

A swerd and a bokelere bar he be his side 

His mouthe as greet* was as a greet* foumeys 

He was a iangclere and a goliardcys 660 

And that* was moost* of* synne and of* harlotryes 

"Wel couthe he stele com / and tolle thryes 

And yit* he hadde a thombe of gold parde 

A white cote and a blewe hood wered he 564 

A bagge-pipe wel couthe he blowe and sowne 
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And )mrwith al he brouhf us ouf of towne 
A Gentil maiLciple was per o[f] a temple 
'^ Of* which a catonr inyghte take ensample 568 

ffor to ben wise in biynge of vitaille 
ffor whe])ir pai he payed / or toke by taille 
Algate he waitede so in his achate v*^^ tea] 

That he was ay befom and in good estate 572 

Kow is not* ])af of god a fill fair grace 
That such a lewed mannes wit shal pace 
The wysdom of an hepe of lemed men 
Of maystres hadde he mo ])an thries ten 576 

That were of lawe expert" an Curions 
Of wich ther was a doseyn in that* hous 
"Worthy to bene stywardes of Eente and lond 
Of any lord that is in Ingelondl 580 

To make hym lyne by his propre goo<l 
In honour detteles but* if that* he were wood 
Or lyue ak skarsly as hjm lyst desire 
And able for to helpen al a shire 584 

In any cas that myhte falle or happe 
And yit this Maunciple sette ther althir cappe 
rfihe Eeue was a sclendre colerik* man 
A Hl3 herd was shane / as nyhe as euer he can 588 

His heer was by hise eres ful ronnde yshome 
TTift toppe was docked like a prest byfome 
fFol longe were his legges and ful lene 
I-like a staf* / ther was no calf* ysene 592 

Wei couthe he kepe a Gamer or a bynne 
Ther was none auditonr couthe on hym wywno 
Wei wiste he / by the drought and by the reyne 
The yeldynge of* his seed / and of* his greyne 596 

Hise lordes sheepe / hise neete / hise dayerie 
His swyne / his hors / his stoor / and his pultrye 
Was hoolly in this reues gouemynge 
And by his covenafif / yaf* the rekenynge 600 

Syn that his lord was twenty yecr of age 
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Ther couthe no man biynge hjm in arierage 
Ther nas baylyf ne heide nor othir hyne 
That lie ne knew his sleighte and his covjne G04 

They were a-drad of hym / as of the deth 
His wonynge was ful faire ypon an heth 
With grene trees / shadewed was his place 
He couthe bettre than his lord pnrchace 608 

fful riche he was astored piyuely [}m£92 

His lorde he cou])e wel plese and snb[t]ily 
To 3eue and lene him of his owno goode 
To hane a }onke and yif a cote and hode 612 

In ^onfe he had lered a good mistere 
He was a wel good wri3f a Carpentere 
This Eeue satte vpon a wel good stot* 
That* was al pomel grey aiid bights scot 616 

A longo Surcote of Peers vppon he hadde 
And by his side he bare a rusty blade 
Of Korthfolk was ])is Heue of which I telle 
Besides a toune men clepen if Baldewelle 620 

Tukked he was as is a frere abonte 
And euere he rode Je hynderosf of our route 
A Somnotir was ther wi]) vs in that place 
"^ That* had a fury cherubynes face 624 

ffor Sauseflewme he was vnf eyen narowe 
Als bote he was and leccherous as a sparowe 
With scalled browes. blak* and pilled beerdc 
Of his visage children weren a-ferde 628 

Ther nas quyk* siluei* litarge or bremstofi 
Boras orsure no oyle of tartre noon 
Ne oynemenf faf wold[e] clense and byte 
That him myght* helpe of his whdkes white 632 

Ne of [the] knobbes sitting* in his chekes 
Wel loued he garHke. oynyofls and eke lekes 
And for to drink strong* wyne redo as blodo 
Than wolde he speke and cry as he wore wode 63G 

And whan [that] ho wel dronken had Je wyne 
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Than wolde he speke no woide but* latyne 
A fowe teermes had he two or thre 

That* he had lemed out* of som decree 640 

No wonder is he herd to al ^ day 
And eke 30 knowen if wel how ])at a lay 
Can clepe watt* as wel as can fe pope 
But* who so cou^ in oyer ]nng< hym grope 644 

Than had he spent* al his Philoeophie ciMf 9, b^k] 

Ay questio quid iuris wold he ciye 
He was a gentile harlot* and a kinde 
A better felawe shul[de] men not* fynde 648 

He wolde sufi&e for a quarte of wyne 
A good felawe to haue his concubyne 
A twelue mont& and excuse him ate fuUe 
fiul pnnely eke a fifynche cou^ he ptille 652 

And if he fonde owhere a good felawe 
He wold6 techen hym to han noon awe 
In 8UC& caas of ^ archedekens curs 
But* if [a] mannys soule were in his purs 656 

fifor in his purs he shuld[e] punshed be 
Purs is fe erchedekenes Helle seide he 
But* wel I wote he lyed ri^f in dede 
Of cursing* ou3t* eche gilty man to drede 660 

£fbr curs wil slee ri^t* as assoyling sauet^ 
And also war hym of a significauitli 
In daunger had he at his owne gyse 
The yonge Geerles of ye diocise 664 

And knewe her counsaile and what was al her rede 
A Gallonde had he sette vpon his hede 
As grete as it were for an ale stake 

A Bokelere had he made hym of a Cake 668 

TlTitli hym Jwr rode a gentile Pardoner* 
^ ' Of rouncyuale his frende and his compei' 
That* streght* was common from pe courte of Home 
fful lowde songo he come hidei* loue come 672 

This somnour bare to hym a stif burdofi 
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Was neueie trompe of half so gret* a aoull 

This Pardoner had heer as jelowe as wexe 

Bat smot^ it* henge. as do} a strike of fleze 676 

By onnces henge his lockes ^t* he had 

And ]^rwi]) he his shulders oner^nrad 

But* thyn it lay by cnlpons oon and oil 

Bnf hode for lolite wered he noon 680 

£for it* was trussed vp in his walette 0«rM3 

Hym ^ujf he rode al of fe newe gett# 

Discheaele sanf his cap he rode al bars 

Snche ^aryng* eyen had he as an hare 681 

A yemycle had he sewed vpon his cappe 

His walet* [lay] bifom him in his lappa 

Bret fol of pardoii commen from Home al hote 

A Toyce he had as smal as a[ny] goote 688 

Ko beeide ne had he. ne nen^re shuld haue 

As smoth it* was as it* were late shaQ» 

I trowe he were a gelding* or a mare 

Bat* of his craft* firom Barwik* into ware 692 

Ne was fet suche a nojier pardonera 

ffor in his male he had a pilowbere 

Which fsi he seide was oure lady vaile 

He seide he had a gobet* of fe saile 69G 

That* seynt* Peter had whan fat he went^ 

Vpon ^ see to Jhesa crist hym hent^ 

Ho had a croys of laton fol of stones 

And in a glas he had[dc] pigges bones 700 

Bat* wi]) piae relikcs whan faV he fondo 

A poor[e] jierson dwellyng* vpon londe 

Vpon a day he gate hym more money* 

^an ^ the persone gate in Mon])e8 tweye 704 

And pxxa vnp feyned flateryng and Japes 

Ho made fe Person and fe puple his apes 

But* trew[e]ly to tellen at* fe laste 

Ho was in chircho a noble eccle^iaste 70S 

Wei couje he redo a lessofl or a storyo 
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But* aljyerbest he song* an ofifertorie 
ffor wel he wist* whan ])af songe was songe 
He mo8t6 preche and wel afile his tonge 712 

To Wynne siluer as he [right] wel cowde 
Theifore he songe so merily and lowde 
YTow have I tolldl 30a Bo\i[j in a clause 
^ The astaat*. ])e aray. ])e nombre and eke ]»e cause 7H 
Why ^at* assembled was ^is companye [iaario,i»dEj 

In Suthwerk at* ^is gentil hostrye 
That* hight* ))e Tabaixl fastd by >e belle 
But* nowe is tyme to 30U forto telle 720 

Howe ])at* we beien vs ])at ilke nyght* 
Whan [we] were in pat* Hostrie a-light* 
And after wil I tellen of our yiage 

And al ])e remenaunt of our Pilgrymage 724 

But* furst* I prey jou of ^oure curtesie 
That ^e ne rette it* not* my vilanye 
^0 ]»at* I pleynly speke in pis matere 
To telle 30a her wordes and her chore 728 

Ne pou^e he speke her wordes proprely 
ffor pis je knowen as wel as I 
Who so shal telle a tale after a man 
He mote reherce as nyghe as euer he can 732 

Eueriche word if* it* be in his charge 
Al speke he neuere so rudely and large 
Or ellis he mote telle his tale vntrewe 
Or feyne pinggis or fynde wordes newe 736 

He may not* spare al pough he were his bropei* 
He mot* also wel say. 00 word as anothei' 
Crist* spak him self fal brode in holy writte 
And wel 30 wote no vilanye is itte 740 

Eke Plato seip who so can hym rede 
The wordes mote be cosyn to pe ded« 
Also I prey jou [to] forjeue it* me 

Al haue I not* sette folk in her degre 744 

Here in pis tale as pat* thei shuld^ stonde 
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Mj witte is shoif je may wel Tndentonde 

/^lete chere made onie hooeie ts eoerechoU 

^ And to )m soper sette he ts anoil J4$ 

He seraed tb wit& YitaOlee at ^ best^ 

Stronge was ^ wyne and wel [to] drink* yu lest^ 

A semely man our hooste was wi^ att 

ffoT to [ban] bene a maTKhal in an ball: 752 

A large man be was witb yen stepe m^m 

A fairer Bnrges is [tber] none in cbepe 

Bold of bis specbe. and wise and wel ytai^t 

And of manbode bym lacked[e3 right* naughts 756 

Eke ^rto be was right* a meiy man 

And after sopere pleyen be bygan 

And spak of myrtb amonge o^ ^ges 

Whan that* we bad[de] made our rekenyngges 760 

And seide ^na, now lordingges trewly 

3e bene to me welcome ri3t* bertely 

ffor be my trou^ if ])at* I sbal not lye 

I seegb not* pia ysie so meiy a companye 764 

At* ones in fia barborowe as is nowe 

fiayne wold I do 30a mertbg wist* I howe 

And of a mer]»e I am right* now by-^ogbi^ 

To don 30U ease and it sbal coste noi^t 768 

3e gone to canterbery god 30a spede 
pe blisful martii^. quite 30U ^ova^ mede 
And wel I wote. as 3d goon by ^ way 
^ sbapen 30U to talen and to pley 772 

fifor trewly conforte ne myrthe is ndn 
To riden by )m wey dombe as a stone 
And ^rfor wil I. make 30U disporte 
As I seido erste and don 30U som conforte 776 

And if 30U like]) alle by oon assente 
[Now] fforto stonden at my luggemente 
And forto worcben as I sbal 30U seie 
To morowe whan 30 riden by Je weie 780 

Now be my faders soule ]»t* is dede 
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But* 30 be mery. I wil jeue jon my hede 

Holde yp ^oure hondes vrif out* more speche 

Our counsaile was not longe for to seclie 784 

Vs fovL^V it was not / wor^e to make to wk 

And graunted hjm wi]) oute more avis 

And bad bim seie bis veredit as bim lest* 

Lordingges quod be nowe berkene}» for ]» best* 788 

But* take if not* I prei 30U in disdeyne UMfii^teck] 

Tbis is pe point* to speke abort* and pleyne 

Tbat* ecbe of jou to sborttf wif our waye 

In ^is yiage sbal telle tailles twaye 793 

To Caunterbery ward I mene it so 

And bomwardes be sbal telle opere twoo 

Of auentures y&if ban wbilom bifalle 

And wbicb of 30U ])at* bere]» hjm best* of alle 79S 

))at* is to sey ])at* telle]) iapiB csa 

Tales of best* sentence and most* solas 

sbal baue a sopere at* our alder cost^ 

Her in fia place sitting* by |)is posi^ 800 

Wban ])at* we common ageyn from Canterbucye 

And forto make jou ^ more merye 

I wil my seluen goodly wij> ^on ride 

Rigbt* at myne owne cost* and be ^oui' gide 804 

And wbo so wil my lugement* wijweye 

Sbal pay al ])at* we spenden by fe weye 

And if je voucbe sauf ])at* it* be so 

Telle me anoon wi^ outen wordes moo 608 

And I will: erly sbape me |>eifore 

fiB pinge was graunted and our o^ swore 

WiJ) ful glad berf and preien bym also 

])at* be wolde voucbesauf so to do 813 

And ])at* be wolde be our gouemoui' 

And of our tales lugge and loportoui' 

And sette a sopere at* a certeyn price 

And we wold rewled bene at bis deuice 81i 

In begbe and lougb and pna by on assents 
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We bene accorded to fe luggement* 

And y&t ypon ^ wyne was fette anon 

We dionken and to leate wente echoii 820 

Wi^ oute eny lenger tariynge 

On morowe whan ]»e day [bi]gan to spiynge 

Yp roos ouie hooste and was onre aldei' Cok 

And gadeied ys to gidere in a flok. 824 

And for]) we riden a litel more ])an paas Qeaf iij 

Ynto ^ watering* of Seynt* Thomas 

And fet our hooste gan his hors areste 

And seide lordes harkene]) if yow leste 828 

3e wote joure forward and I it ^u record 

If euensonge and morowsonge accord 

Lat* see nowe who. shal telle ^ first* tale 

As euer mote I drinke wyne or ale 832 

Who so be rebell: to my luggement 

Shal paye for al ])at< by ^ way is spent* 

Now drawe]) Cut* er Jat* we ferjer twynne 

Which ]Mtt* ha]) ^ shortest shal bygynne 836 

% Sir* knyght* quod he my maister and my lorde 

Kow drowe]) Cutte for phV is myn accorde 

Commeth nerd quod he my lady prioresse 

And 3e sir Clerk laf be 30ure shamfiEistnesse 840 

Ke stodieth noujf lay honde to euery man 

Anofi to drawe every wight* bygan 

And shortely forto tellen as it* was 

Were it* be auenture or sort" or cas 844 

The sofe is fis ])e Cut* fille to pe knyjt* 

Of which full glad and bli]» was euery wi3t* 

And tellen he most his tale as it* was resoil 

By forward and by compo[8i]cion 848 

As 30 han herde what* needel^ wordes moo 

And whan fis good man seegh ])at* it* was soo 

As he ])at* wise was and obedient 

To kepen his forward by his fre assent* 

He seide iipen I shal bygynne fe game 
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Whal^ welcome be ^ Gutte a goddis name 

Now lat* TB ride and harkenej^ what I saye 

And wip ]»t* wok) we riden for]) oui waye 856 

And [he] byganne wif ri3t a meiy chere 

Hifl tale anofi and seide as je may here 

IT lam que domes patrias soiihice post aspera gentis : 
Prelia lanrigero fto. Thus ende^ >e Prologe of ])is 
Soke. 
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IT £BdralA fldlitis. Here bygynne]) the knyghtes tale. 

TfThilom was / as olde stories tellen vs [iMf i*, hmcSk] 

*^* A wor>i dub highf thesens 860 

Of Athenes he was lord and gouemottr 
And in his tyme suche a Conqneroni' 
That gretter was [ther] noon ynder fe sunne 
fiful many a liche contre had he wonno 864 

Whaf mf his wisdom and his chynalrye 
He conquered al J^e regne of femynye 
That* whilom was ycleped Sithia 

And wedded[e] )>e quene ypolita 868 

And hrou3f her home wip hjm to his cuntre 
Whit^ moch glorie and gret* solempnite 
And eke her ^enge suster Emelie 

And ])us with victorie and with melodye 872 

Lat I fiB nohle Duke to Athenes ride 
And al his hooste in armes hym beside 
And certes if if nere to longe to here 
I wold haue tolde fully ye manere 876 

Howe wonnen was ])e Beaume of ffemyny 
By Theseus and by his Chiualrye 
And of pe grete batailie for fe nones 
Bytwyxen Athenes and amazones 880 

And howe asseged was ypolita 
The faire ladye qune of Scithia 
And of yo fcest* ])at* was at her weddinge 
And of pQ tempest* at her home commynge 884 

Buf al Jaf Jing* I mot* as nowe forbere 
I haue god wote a large feelde to ere 
And weike bene fe oxen in my plough 
The remenatinte of J^e tale is long ynogh 888 

I wil not* letten eke noon of pia route 
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Lat* eueiy felawe telle his tale aboute 
And lat se nowe who shal fe soper wynne 
Andberllafte: linlt^emhygyimQ ^Ui;y^**^f^^'1S!2i 

r ^ JOJ IndpW narmoio plena Militia. 

rnhis Dnk of whom I make meTicioun Qearis] 

-^ Whan he was commen almost* to pe toun 

In al his wele and his most Pride 

iEe was war as he cast* his eyen atside 896 

Where ^af per kneled in fe highd waye 

A companye of ladys twey and tweye 

Eche after ofev clad in clo)«s blake 

But* suche a crye and such a woo ]^i make 900 

That* in piB worlde [n]is creature lyuynge 

That* herde suche a-no])er wamentinge 

And of pia crie pei nolda neuere stynte 

Til J^ei )>e Eeynes of his bridel hente 904 

Wliat* folk bene je ^at^ at* myn home commyng6 

Pertourben so my feest[e] wip criynge 

Qtiod Theseus haue je so grete envie 

Of myn honour ])at pua compleyn and crye 908 

Or who haj 30U mysdone or offended 

Telle]) me if it* may be amendet* 

And whi ))at* ^e bene eloped ^us in blak 

The eldest lady of hem al[le] spak 912 

Whan she had swowned vrip a dedly chere 

])at* it* was rauthe forto sene and here 

She seide lord to whom fortune ha]) 3euen 

Victorie and as a conquerottr to lyuen 916 

Nat* greue]) vs ^oure glory and jour honour 

Bat* we biseke mercy and socour 

Haue mercy on our woo and our distresse 

Some drope of Pite ])orgh pi gentelnesse 920 

Vpon vs wrecched wommen lat* nowe falle 

ffor certes lord ^r is noon of vs alle 

That* she ne ha]) bene a doches or a queue 

Nowe bene we Catyues as it* is wel sene 924 

Thonked be fortune and her fals[e] qwhele 
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fat noon estate ensure]) forto bene wele 

Kow certes lord to abide ^our presence 

Here in fia temple of pe goddes clemence 928 

"We ban be wayting* al l^is fourt[e]ny}f [i«af]s,baok] 

Helpe[))] vs lord sij if is in Ji myght 

I wreccbe wbicfi J>af wepe and weile f us 

Wbilom was wif to king* Cappaneus 932 

Tbat* starfe at* Tbebes cursed be pat day 

And alle we ])af bene in pia araye 

And maken al pia lamentaciot/n 

We losten alle our husbondes at* pat ioun 936 

While ])at< pQ assege ])er aboute lay 

And 3if nowe pe olde Creon weiUaway 

That* lord is nowe of Thebes Cite 

ffulfilled of yre and of iniquite 940 

He for despite and for his tyrannye 

To doon pe dede bodys vilenye 

Of al our lordes which ))at ben^ sclawe 

Ha]) al pe bodies on an hepe ydrawo 944 

And wol not* sufEre hem by noQ assent* 

Kei^ere to bene yburied nei])er brent* 

But* make]) houndes ete hem in despit* 

And wij ])af word wiHumten more respit* 948 

])ei fillen a Gruf* and criden pitously 

Haue on vs wrecched women som mercy 

And lat* oure sorowe synken in ))i hert* 

IT This gentel duke doune &om his coursei' stert* 952 

WiJ) hert6 pitous whan he herde hew speke 

Him ])0U3t6 ])at* his hert* wold alto-breke 

Whan he seegh hem so pitous and so mate 

fat whilom were[n] of so grcto astate 956 

And in his armes he hem alle vp hcnte 

And hem conforte]) in ful good entente 

And swore his o])e as he was trewe kny3t* 

He wolde done so forforjly his myjt* 960 

Vppon the Tirant Creon hem to wreke 
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yat alle fe puple of Giece shnld speke 

How Creon was of Theseus ysemed 

As he y&t had his dep ful wel deserued 964 

And right* anofi wit^outen more abode [leaf uj 

His banei' he displeied and iovp rode 

To Thehes ward and al his hooste beside 

Ko ner Athenes wold ho goo ne ride 968 

Ne take his case fuUi half a day 

But* onward on his way )yat* ny3f he lay 

And sent anoon ypolita the queue 

And Emelye hii^ yonge sustre Shene 972 

Vnto J)e toune of Athenes to dwelle 

And ioTpe he litte per is no more to telle 

The rede statue of Mars wi]) spero and taige 

So shyne]) in his white bauer large 976 

pskt alle the feoldes glyteren yp and doun 

And by his baner bom is hys pynyot^n 

Of gold ful riche in which Jer was ybete 

pQ Mynataui' which ]»t he wan in Crete 980 

Thus ri^t* pia duk. thus ri3t* pia conqu^roui' 

And in his ooste of Chyualrye pe floui' 

Til ])af he come to Thebes and alight* 

ffaire in a felde )yer as he )you9t* to fi3t* 984 

But* shortely forto speken of pia fing* 

"With Creon whiche Jat was of Thebes king* 

He fjEiught^ and sclowgh him manly as a knyght 

In pleyn bataille and put* pe folk* to flight* 988 

And by assent* he wan the Cite aftei' 

And rent* adot^n boJ» walle spare and rafbei* 

And to pe ladies he restored ageyfi 

)>e bones of her frendes ])af were scleyft 992 

To done obsequies as was pe gyse 

But* it* were al to longe forto devise 

The grete clamour and pe wamcntynge 

p&V pe ladies made at J^e brennynge 996 

Of ^e bodies and pe grete honoui' 
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That* theseus ])e noble conqneroui' 

Dof to ])e bodies whan ])ei f£tom hjm went* 

Buf shortely to telle is myn entenf 1000 

Whan ])at ])is wor])i Duke ])iB theseus [iMfHbtok] 

Ha]) Creon sclayn and wonne Thebes ]ms 

Stille in ])af felde he toke al ny3t* his rest* 

And did wi]? al ])e contre as hjm lest* 1004 

To Eansake in ])e caas of pe bodies dede 

Hem for to stripe of hamejes and of wede 

The pilours djden bysynesse and Cure 

Afbeie ])e bataille and pe discomfiture 1008 

And so bifelle ])at* in ])e caas ])ei founde 

])oigh girt* wi]) many a greuous blody woonde 

Two yonge knyghtes ligging* by and by 

Bothen in aimes same wrou^t* ful richelie 1012 

Of whiche two Aicita hight* that* oon 

And ])at* oj^ere knyjt* hight* Palamon 

Not* fully quyk ne fully dede Jrei were 

But by her cote armouis and by her geie 1016 

The herowdes knewe hem self in special 

As J)ei fat* wepe[n] of fe blood Eialt 

Of Thebes, and of sustren two ybom 

Out of ])e caas pe Pilours han hem torn 1020 

And han hem caned soft* vnto ])e tent* 

Of Theseus and he ful sone hem sent* 

To Athenes to dwellen in Prisofi 

Perpetuelly hem nolde he not* raunsofl 1024 

And whan this worJ)i Duke haf fus ydofl 

He toke his ooste and home he ritte anon 

"Wif laurere corowned as a conqueroui* 

And fer he lyuej) in loie and in honour* 1028 

Teerme of his lif. what* nede]) wordes moo 

And in a toure in anguissh and in woo 

Dwellen ])iB Palamon and eke arcite 

ffor euermore J>er may no gold hem quyte 1032 

This passe]) yere by yere and day by day 
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Till if fille onys in a morowe of Maj 

That Emely ])at* fairer was to sene 

Than is ])e Ijle vpon his stalke grene 1036 

And j&essher ])an fe maj wip floores newe cutf 153 

ffor wip |)e roos colour strof hir hwe 

I not* whic& was fe fairer of hem twoo 

Er if were day as was her wone to doo 1040 

She was a-risen and al a redj dight 

ffor May wil haue no scloggardy on n^f 

The seson pricketh enery gentile herf 

And make]) hif oaf of his slepe to sterf 1044 

And sithen arise and doo May obseruatmoe 

This make]) Emely to haue remembraunce 

To doil honour to May and forto rise 

Yclo])ed was she fressh forto devise 1048 

f Her ^elowe heer was breided in a tresso 

Behynde her bak. a ;eerdd longe y gcsse 

And in pe gardyne af sonne vprisf 

She walke]) yp and doun and as her lisf 1052 

She gadere]) iloures partie white and rede 

To make a subtile garlonde for her hede 

And as an axmgel heuenly she songe 

The grete toure ])at was so ])ikko and stronge 1056 

Whicb of ])e castel was pe chief dongeon 

There as pe knyghtes weren in p9*tso& 

Of which I tolke 3owe and telle shalt 

Was euene loynanf to fe gardyfi wait 1060 

Ther as ])is Emely had her pleying* 

Brijf was ])e sonne and cleer in )>at momyng* 

And palamon ])is woful prisoners 

As was his wonne by lieue of his Gaillere 1064 

Was rysen and romed in a chamber on high 

In which he al ])e noble Cite segh 

And eke ])e gardyne ful of braunches grene 

Ther as fe fressh emelye ])e shene 1068 

Was in her walk and romed yp and doiai 

PETWOBTH 81 



32 GBOup A. § 2. KKiGHT^s TALB. Fetworfh MS* 

This soriful prisoner ]»is Palamoten 

Go]» in pe Chambro romyng to and froo 

And to him self compleynyng of his woo 1072 

That* he was bom fill ofte seide alias Dmt ib^ bMk] 

And so byfelle by anenture or caas 

That f orowe a wyndowe ])ikke of mony a barre 

Of yren grete and square as eny sparre 1076 

He cast* his eyen vpon Emelia 

A[nd] ]»erwi]) al he bleynte and cried A 

As fovL^e he stongen were ynto ]>e herf 

And wi]) ]>at crie Arcyte anoil yp sterf 1080 

And seide Cosyn myne what* ealep pQ 

That* art* so pale and dedly on to see 

Whi cridest* ])owe who hsLp fe dofl ofifence 

fifor goddis lone . take al in pacience 1084 

Oui' prisoil for if may noon othere be 

£fort\me hath jeue vs ])is aduersite 

Som wikke aspecte or disposicion 

Of Satume by som constellaci^ 1088 

Ha]» 3euen by ])is al ^^on^e he had hit* sworiL 

So stode J)e heuene whan fat* we were boril 

We mote endure it ])is is short* and playn) 

This Falamon answer($ and seide agayfL 1092 

Cosyn ioTBOp of f is opynyofl 

Thow hast* a veyn ymagynaciofil 

This prison caused me not* [for] to crie 

But I was hirt ri3t* nowe ]»orgh out* myn ye 1096 

Into myn hert* J)at* wil my bane be 

The faimesse of ])at* lady |)at* I see 

3onde in J)e gardyne romyng* to and fro 

Is cause of al my criyng and my woo / 1100 

I not* where she be womman or goddesse 

But Yenus is it so])ly as I gesse 

And ])erwi])al on knees dotm he fille 

And seide Venus if it be |)i wille 1 104 

Jowe in piB gardyne J)us to transjfigure 
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Bifore me soriful wrecched cieatuie 

Oaf of pia Prison helpe p&if we mowe scape 

And if so be my destany be shape 1 108 

By eteme worde to dyen in pmon Deaf iq 

Of ouie lynage haue som compassion 

That is so lowe ybronjf by tyrannye 

And wi]» ])af word aicite gan aspie 1112 

Where as J)is lady romed to and firoo 

And wif J)af si^f her bewte huite hym soo 

])af if p&if Palamon was wounded sore 

Arcite is huite as moche as he or more 1116 

And wi]) a sighe he seide pitously 

fe fressh^ bewte slee]) me sodeynly 

Of hm* f af rome]) in 3onder place 

And but* if I haue her mercy and her grace 1 120 

])af I may seen hii' atte leest^ way 

I ne am but* dede ^r nys no more to say 

This Palamon whan he ])ise wordes herde 

Dispitously he loked and answerde 1124 

Wheder seist* J)ou fis in emest or in pleye 

Nay quod Arcite in emest* be my feye 

God helpe me so me lest* ful euel play 

This Palamon gan knytte his browes tway 1128 

It were to the quod he no gret* honour* 

ffor to be fals ne for to be traitowr 

To me ])at am ])i Cosyn and pi bro])er 

Iswome ful depe and eche of ys to o]>er 1132 

That* neuere for to dyen in J>e peyfi 

Til ])at* ])e dej^e departe shal vs tweyfL 

Neifer in loue to hynder oJ>ei* 

Ne in noon oJ)er caas my lief broJ)ei' 113d 

But* ])at* ])ou shuldest trewly fer])ermore 

In euery caas and I shal forther pe pore 

piB was ]ime othe and myn also certeyil 

I wote rijt* wele fow darst it not wifseyll 1140 

Thus art ])ow of my counsel out of doute 
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And nowe ])oa woldest falsly hen abonte 

To lone my lady whom I loue and serue 

And euer shal to faif myn herta steme 1144 

ITow certes fals Aicite ])0w shalt* nof so Omi le, iMcki 

I loned her first* and tolde )>e my woo 

As to my counsaile and my bro])er sworn 

To for])ere me as I haue tolde bifom 1148 

fifor which ]»ow art* yboundon as a knyght* 

To helpe me if it* lay in ])i myght* 

Or ellis art* pon fals I dar wel sayn 

This arcite fill prudently spak agayn 1152 

Thow shalf quod he be isfer fals ])an I 

But* fovL art* feds I telle pe witterly 

£for paramour I loued her first ])an ])ou 

What* wilt* fow seyn . fou wist* if not* 3it nowe 1156 

Whedere she be a womman or goddes 

Thyne is aftecciofi of holynes 

And myne is loue as to a creature 

ffor which I tolde ])e myfL auenture 1160 

As to my cosyn and to my brofcre sworfi 

I pose ])at* fovL louedest* hui' biforfi 

Woosf ])ow not* wel fe olde clerkes sawe 

))at who shal ^ene a louer eny lawe Y Q»is itgwn 4«t wMntftM 

Loue is a gretter lawe by my pan 

))an may be jeue to eny er])ely man 

And fedoT positif lawe and swich decree 

Is broke al day for loue in eche degre 1168 

A man mote nedes loue mawgre his hede 

He may not* fleen it* f fon^ he shuld be dede 

Al be she mayde or widowe or ellis wif 

And eke it is not* likly al pi liff 1172 

To stonden in her grace no more shal I 

ffor wel J)ou woost J)i self[e] verrely 

fai ])0U and I bene dampned to "prisofi 

P6rpetuelly vs geyneth no raunsoil 1176 

We siryuen as [did] houndes for ))e boon 
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fei fougliteii alday and 3if her parte was noii 

fere come a kite while fat fei were so wrotfi 

fai bare away fe boon bitwene hem both 1180 

Ak feriore at pe Hngges conrte my brothei^ [leariT] 

£che man for him self for is noon opei^ 

Loue if ^e list . for I lone and ay shal 

And 8o])ly leue bro^r piaia bS: 1 184 

Here in piB prison mote we endure 

And euerich of vs take his anenture 

Grete was J)e strif and longe bytwix hem tweye 

If ])af I had leisere for to seye 1 188 

But to piB effect I[t] hapned on a day 

To tellen yowe as so])ly as I may 

A wor])i due ]»af hight* Perotheus 

^af ffelawe was ynto due Theseus 1192 

Si]) ])ilk day faV fei weren children lite 

Was commen to Athenes his felawe to visite 

And forto pley as he was wont* to doo 

ffor in fiB worlde he loued no man soo 1196 

And he loued him also tenderly ageyn 

So wel pei loued as olde bokes seyn / 

That* whan pai oon was dede so|)ly to telle 

His felowe went* and sou^t him dotm in helle 1 200 

But of pai storie list* me not* to write 

Due* Perotheus loued wel arcite 

And had him knowe at Thebes yere by yere 

And fynaly at* ^e request* and preiere 1204 

Of Perotheus wi^ out* ony raunsofi 

Due* theseus him lete out* of Prisoft 

Srelj to goon wher ])at* him list oueral 

In suche a gise as I you telle shaft 1208 

This was ^e forward pleynly for to endit^ 

Bitwene Theseus and hym iercite 

That* if so were J)at* arcite were founde 

Euer in his lif be day or ny^t or stounde 1212 

In env cuntre of this theseus 
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And lie were kanght* it was acotded ])U8 

That* wi)) a swerde he shuld lese his hede 

per nas non o]>er remedye no rede 1216 

But takej) his leue and homward lie hym spedde tieaf 17, Udc] 

Laf hym be war his nek lith to wedde 

How grete a sorowe suffrej) nowe arcite 

The deth he felej) f orgh his herte smyte 1 220 

He wepej) and weile^ and crief pitously 

To sleen hym self he waiteth pn'uely 

He saide Alias ])at day ])at I was borfi 

1^0 w is my prisofl wors than [was] Loforfi 1224 

Nowe is me shape etemaly to dwelle 

1^0U3t< in puigotorye . but* in helle 

Alias pB,V eueie I knewe Pcrotheus 

ffor ellis had I ydwelled with theseus 1228 

Yfetered in his prison euermoo 

Than had I bene in blisse and not* in woo 

Only ^0 sight* of hei' whom ^at I seme 

Thoow J)at I neuere hii* grace may deserae 1232 

Wold haue ysuffised right ynowe for me 

Oo dere Cosyn Falamon quod he 

Thine is f e victorie of J)is auenture 

£ful blisfully in prison my^t* j^ou dure 1236 

In prison certes nay but paradis 

Wei hath fortxme turned J)e the dys 

))at hast ))e sight* of hui' and I pe absence 

ffor possible is aip ])ou hast her presence 1240 

And art* a knyght an wor])i and an able 

That by som caas si]> fortune is chauTzgeable 

Thowe maiste to ^i desire somtyme atteyfi 

But* I ])af am exiled and bareyH 1244 

Of al[le] grace and in so gret* despeii^ 

That ^er nys erjje water' fuyi* ne eire 

Ke creature ^at* of hem maked ia 

J)at* may me helpe or done comfort in fis 1248 

Wei ou^te I sterue in wanhope and distresse 
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ffare wele my ]if* my lust and my gladnesse 

Alias whi pleynen men so in comnne 

Of punieaunce of god and of fortune 1252 

That* ^enef hem ful off in mony a gyse [leaf is] 

Wei bet[ter] fan pei can hem self devise 

Som man desire]» foito haue ricchesse 

That* cause is of his moidere and gret* silmesse 1256 

And som man woldd out* of his prisofi fayfi 

That* in his hous is of his mayne sclayfL 

Infinite harmes bene in ])is matiere 

We wote not what* ])inge fat we preien here 1260 

We faren as he f&V dionken is as mous 

A dronken man wote wele he h&f an hous 

But he ne woote whic& fe ri^t way is fidete 

And to a dronken man fe way is sclydere 1264 

And certes in fia world so faren wee 

We sechen fast* aftere felicite 

But* we goon wronge ful oft* trewly 

Thus may we seie alle and namelictL I 1268 

That wende and had a grete opynyon 

That if I myjta skapen from prisofl 

^an had I be in loie and parfite hele 

fer nowe I am exiled fro my wele 1272 

SiJ) fat I may not* seen 30U Emelye 

I am but dede fei nys no remedye 

Vppon Jat oJ)er side Palamon 

Whan fat he wist* ])at* arcite was agoil 1276 

Swic& sorowe he makef fat fe grete tour 

Resoune]) of his 3ellinge and clamour 

The pure fettres of his shynes grete 

Were of his bitter salta toeres wete 1280 

Alias quod he Arcita cosyn myne 

Of al our strif god wote fe fruyte is ])ine 

Thow walkest now in Thebes at J)i largo 

And of my woo . fou 3euest litel charge 1284 

Tbow maist aif ]k)U hast wisdom and manhede 
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Assemble alle fe folk of our kinrede 

And make a werre so sharpe on pia Cite 

]>at by som auenture or som trete 1288 

Thow maist* haue hii' to lady and to wiff* OmtjB, bMki 

fifor whom pat I most nodes lese my liff 

flfor as by way of possibiHte 

Si^ ])oa art< at* pi large of prison free 1292 

And art a lorde grete is ])ine auauntage 

More ])an is myne pst sterue here in a kage 

ffor I mote wepe and weile while pat I lyue 

Wi^ al pe woo ])af prison may me ^eue 1296 

And eke vnp peyn ])at* loue me ^enep alsoo 

f af double]) al my torment* and my woo 

per wi^ pe fire of gelesie vpsterte 

Wi]) in his brest* and hente hym by pe herte 1300 

So woodly ^at* he like was to blholde 

The box-tre or pQ asshen dede and colde 

That* seide he .o. cruel goddes ])af goueme 

This worU wif byndinge of 30ure worde eteme 1304 

And writen in pe table of Athamaunt* 

3oure parlement* and 30ure eteme g^'aunt* 

What* is mankinde more vnto 30U holde 

))an is the shepe ])at* rouke^ in ^e folde 1308 

ffor sclayn is man ri3t* as an o])er beest* 

And dwelle]) eke in pWson and in aresf 

And ha|) siknesse and grete aduersite 

And oft* tymes giltlees pardo 1312 

What* gouemaunce is in pia prescience 

That* giltlees tormente]) Innocence 

And encrese]) ])is al my penaunce 

)»at man is bounden to his obseruat/nco 1316 

ffor goddes sake to letten of his wille 

Ther as a beest may al his list fulfille 

And whan a beest* is dede he hath no peyn) 

But* aftere his deth man mote wepe and pleyn) 1320 

Thogfi in pis worU he haue care and woo 
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Wi]> oaten donte if may stonden soo 

The answere of J)ifl lete I to dyuynes 

But* wel I wote fat* in pis worU gref pyne es 1 324 

f Alias I se a serpent* or a theef [ImT iq 

pat mony an trewe man ha}) done meschief 

Goon at* his large and where hym Ust may tiei'ne 

Bat I mote bene in prtsoSl ])oig& Satume 1328 

And eke ])orghe Inno lalous and eke wode 

pBi h&f destroied wel nygfi al fe blode 

Of Thebes vnp his waaste waHes wide 

And Yenus slee]) me on ]»at* o])er side 1332 

ffor lalousy and fere of him Arcite 

Now wil I stinte of Palamon a lite 

And lat* hym in his prison stilla dwelle 

And of Arcite forj> I wil jowe telle 1336 

The somer passe]) and pe ny3tes longe 

Encresce]) donble wise, pe peynes stronge 

Bo])en of pe louer and of pe prisonei' 

I not" whiche haf pe woofullei* mystei* 1340 

ffor shortely for to seyn of ])is Palamon 

Perpetuelly is dampned to pmoil 

In cheynes and [in] fettres to pe dede 

And Arcite is exiled Yp[on] is hede 1344 

ffor euermore as out* of ])at* cuntre 

Ne neuere ne shal his lady see 

f 3ow louyers aske I now f is question 

Who ha]) pe wors Arcite or Palamdn 1348 

That* oon may se his lady day by day 

But in Prison mot he dwelle alway 

That* o])er wher hym list* may ride and goo 

But* seen his lady shal he neuer moo 1352 

Now deyyne]) as 30U list* ^t ^e can 

ffor I wil telle foTp as I byganne 
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f Whan fat Aicite to Thebes commen was 

£ful often a daie he swelt* and seide alas 1356 

£for seen his lady shal he neuere moo 

And shortely to concluden aU his woo 

So mykel sorowe had neuere creature 

fat is or shal while J)at< Jre world may dure 1 360 

f Bis slepe his mete, his drink is hym byraft* [leaf i9» iMudc] 

fat* lene he wexef and drye as is a shaft* 

His eyen holowe and grisly to biholde 

His hwe falowe and pale as asshen colde 1364 

And solitarye ho was and euer allone 

And wailling6 al fe ny3t* making his mone ' 

And if he herde songe or instrument 

Than wolde he wepe he my3t* not* stent* 1368 

So feble eke were his spirites / and he lowe 

And chaunged so fat* no man can knowe 

"His speche neif er his voys f ou^e men it herde 

And in his gere for al fe worlde he ferde 1372 

Not* comly liche to loners maladye 

Of heres but* rather like manye 

Engendred of humour malancolike 

Byfom his celle fantastike 1376 

And shortely turned was al vp and doun 

Both habite and disposicio2in 

Of him f is wooful louei' Daine ^ Arcite [i or Dum] 

What* shuld I alday of his woo endite 1380 

Whan he endured had a jere or two 

This cruel torment and f is peyn and woo 

At Thebes in his courte as I seide 

Vpon a nyght* in slepe as he hym leide 1384 

Hym f ou3t* howe fat the wenged god Mercuiye 

Bifom him stode and bad hym to be merye 

His slepy yeerde in honde he bare vpri^t* 

An hatte he wered vpon his heres bri^t* 1388 
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Araied was ]ns god as he toke kepe 

As he was whan ^t Aigas toke his slepe 

And seide him ^us to Athenes shalt fou wende 

Ther is fe shapen of j^i woo an ende 1392 

And wi^ ])at* worde Aicite woke and stert 

Nowe trewly howe sore fat euer me smert 

Quod he to Athenes nowe wil I fare 

Ne for ]>e drede of dej>e shal I not spare 1396 

To see my lady ]>af I lone and seme DMf so] 

In her presence I ne recche ])ongh I sterae 

And wif fat* word he kaught* a grete myrowr 

And seegh ])at chaimged was al his colottr 1400 

And seegh his yisage al in anoj^er kinde 

And right* anon if ranne him in his mynde 

That 8i])en his face was so disfigured 

Of malady ])e whic& he had endured 1404 

He myghte wel if fat* he bare hym lowe 

Lyue in Athenes euermore vnknowe 

And seen his lady wel nye day be day 

And right* anon he chaunged his aray ^ 1408 

And clad him as a poor labore[er] 

And [al] alon sauf oonly a sqwiere 

That* knewe his priuete and al his caas 

Whiche was disgised poorly as he waas 1412 

To Athenes is he gon fe nexta way 

And to f e courte he went* vpon a day 

And at fe gate he profered his seruyse 

To drugge and drawe what* so men wil deuise 1416 

And shortely of fis mater forto seyn 

He felle in office wif a chamberleyfL 

The whiche fat was dwelling* wij> Emelye 

ffor he was wise and sone coufe aspye 1420 

Of euery seruaunte which fat seruef here 

Wel coufe he hewen wode and watei* here 

ffor he was yonge and myghty for f e nonys 

And ferto he was stronge and bigge of bonys 1424 
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To done ])at eny wi^f him can deuise 

A jeer or two he was in fla serayse 

Page in fe Chambre of Emely ]»e brijt 

And Philostrate he seide j^at he hijf 1428 

Bnt* half so wel biloued a man as he 

JNTe was ])er neuer in conrte of his degre 

He was [so] gentil of Condicioun 

faf forowe out al J>e court* was his renotin 1432 

Thei seide ])at* it* was a charite Deaf leo, imki 

That* theseus wolde enhaunce his degre 

And putten hjm in worshipful seruyse 

pet as he myght* his vertue exercise 1436 

And ])us wi]) in a while his name is spronge 

Bothen of his dedes and of his good tonge 

That* Theseus ha]) taken hym so nere 

])at of his chambere he made hjm a squyera 1440 

And jaue him gold to meyntene his degre 

And eke men broujf hym out* of his cuntre 

ffro jere to jere ful priuely his rente 

But* honestly and sleijly he it* spente 1444 

That* no man wondred . how ])af he it hadde 

And thre jere in ])iB wise his lif he ladde 

And bare hym so in pees and eke in weire 

per is no man ])at* Theseus hat& derre 1448 

And in ])is blisse lete I nowe Arcite 

And speke I wil of Palamon a lite 

IT In derknesse in horrible and strong* prisoft 

This vij. jere hath sitten Palamon 1452 

ffor-pyned what* for woo and for dbtresse 

Who feleth double soor and hevynesse 

But Palamon ^af loue destreyne]) so 

That* wode out* of his wit* he gof for woo 1456 

And eke ])erto he is a pmonere 

Pcrpetuelly not* oonly for a jere 

Who cowde ryme in englissh proprely 

"His martierdome for so^ it am not* I 1460 
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Therfor I passe as li^tly as I may 

IT It felle faf in fe v\j. 3ere of May 

The .ig. nyght* as olde Lokes seyfl 

]>af al |)is stoiy telle)) more pleyfl 1464 

Were it by auenture or Le destynye 

As whan a ])ing< is shape it* shal be 

That sone aftere the mydny^f Palamofi 

By helpinge of a firende brak prtsofi 1468 

And flee^ ])e Cite fast* as he may goo / Omtn 

£for he had jeue his gaylere drink so 

Of a Clerrey made of a certeyn wyne 

Wif veicotiks and opy of Thebes fyne 1472 

^f al ])at* ny^t* pongh ])at men woU hym shake 

pe Gailler sclepte and myjta not* awake 

f And ])us he flee]) as fast as euer he may 

fe ny3t* was short* and fast[e] by fe day 1476 

|)at* nedes cost* he most* him self hiden 

And til a groue faste ther besiden 

Wi]) dredful foote ])an stalke]) Palamofi 

fifor shortely ])is was his opynyoil 1480 

That* in ])at* groue he wolde hym hide alday 

And in pe nyght* pan wolde he take his way 

To Thebes ward his firendes forto prey 

On theseus to helpe h3nn to werrey 1484 

A[nd] shortely ei^r he wold lese his liff* 

Or wynnen Emely to his lonely wiff* 

This is ^effeste and his entente ple3rfi 

f JNTowe wil I tume vnto Arcite ageyfi 1488 

That* litel wist* howe negh fat* was his care 

Til ])at* fortune had kaujt* hym in his snare 

The bysy larke massagere of day 

Salue]) in her songe pe morowe gray 1492 

And ffiry Phebus rise]) vp so brijt 

))at* al pe Orient laugheth of his si3t* 

And wif his stremes driep in pe greues / 

The siluer diopes honging* in pe leues 1496 
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IF And Arcita Jjaf in J)e courte Eoyatt 

Witfi Theseus his squyei* pryncipaft 

Is risen and loke]) on pe mery day 

And forto don his obseruat/nce to Maij 1500 

Remembring^ J>e point* of his desire 

He on his coursere sterting* as ])e fire 

Is riden into J>e feeldes him to pley 

Out* of fe courte were it* a myle or twey 1504 

And to ])e Groue of which ])at I 30U tolde [leaf si, bmA^ 

By auenture his way by-gon to holde 

And maken hym a garlond of Jje greues 

Were if of wodbynde or hawthorn leues 1508 

And loude he songe a^einst fe sonne shene 

May wif all fi floures and pi grene 

Welcome be J)owo faire fresshe May 

I hope ])at I somme grene gete may 1512 

And from his courser wij> a lusty herte 

Into J)e Groue ful hastely he sterte 

And in a path he rome]) vp and doun 

per as by auenture of pis Palamoun 1516 

Was in a busshe J)at no man my^t* hym see 

ffor soor afferd of his de|) was he 

f No pinge ne knewe he J>af it was Arcyte 

God wote he wolcJ haue trowed it ful lite 1520 

But* so]) is seide goon sithen mony jeres 

That* feelde hath yen and pe wode haj) eeres 

It* is ful faire a man to here hym euene 

ffor alday meten men at* vnsef* steuene 1524 

fful litel wote Arcite of his felawe 

))at* was so nygh to barken of his sawe 

ffor in pe busshe he sittej) now ful stille 

Whan ])at* Arcite had romed al his fille 1628 

And songen at* the roundel lustely 

Into a stody he felle sodeynly 

As don p'lae louers in her queynt[e] geres 

Now in J>e croppe now doun in pe breres 1532 
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Kow vp nowe dotme as Boket* in a welle 

Ei3t as fe friday sofly forto telle 

Kow it shynef nowe it reynef faste 

Ili3t so gan gery Yenus euer caste 1536 

The hertes of her folk ri3t as hii' day 

Is Grerful . ri^f so channgep she aray 

Selde is pQ friday al pe weke ylike 

IT Whan ))at Arcito nad ysonge he gan to sike 1540 

And sette hym doune with oute[n] eny more [i«af m] 

Alias quod he ])at* day pa.if I was hore 

Howe longe lono ))orgh pi cruelte 

"Wiltow werryen Thebes fe Citee 1544 

Alias ybroughf is to confusiofi 

The blood Eoial of Cadme and Amphion^ 

Of Cadmus whiche ))at< was fe first man 

That Thebes hilt . or first* fe toune bygan 1548 

And of fe Cite first* was corowned kinge 

Of his lynage am I and of his of-springe 

By verrey lyne as of fe stok Eoiall' 

And nowe I am so Catif and so thial 1552 

That* he ))at* is my mortal enemye 

I serne him as his sqwier poorlye 

And 3it do)) me luno wel more shame 

fifor I dar not* be-knowe myn owne name 1556 

But fer [as] I was wonte to hi3t* Arcite 

Kow hight* I Philostrate not* worf e a myte 

V Alias ]x)u felle Mars alias fon luno 

Thus ha]) 30ure Ire our lynage alfordo 1 560 

Sauf oonly me and wrecched Palamoii 

That Theseus martere)) in prisofi 

And ouer si pia to sleen me vtterly 

Loue hsLp faire his darte so brennyngly 1564 

Istiked ]x)rgh my trewe careful herte 

That shapen was my dej) arst ))an my sherte 

3e sleen me wip 30ure yen Emelye 

}e ben pe cause wherfore fat* I dye 1568 
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Of al the remenanfc* of myn oper care 

Ke sette I non3t< the moontance of a tare 

So fat I cowde do oii3t* to ^our plesaonce 

And wij) |)af word he fello dot^n in a traunce 1572 

A longe tyme and afterward he vp stert 

f is Palamon faf })0U3t* fat forgh [his] herte 

He felte a colde swerde sodeinly glide 

ffbr Ire he qwoke no lenger wold he hide 'wJ^aJ^ta^fSirdi 

IT And whan fat' he had herde Arcites tale "^^"^ ^^'^ 

As he were wode wif face dede and pale 

He sterf hym vp out* of the buskes thikke 

And seide Arcite fals traitour quykke 1680 

Now art* J)ou hent* faf louesf my lady soo 

flfor whom faf I haue al fis peyn and woo 

And art* my blood and to my counsel swome 

As I f ul oft* have tolde f e here to fom 1584 

And hast* by-iaped here Duke Theseus 

And falsly chaunged hast f i name f ns 

I wil be dede or elhs f ou shalt dye 

Thowe shalf not* loue my lady Emely 1588 

But I wil loue hii* oonly and no moo 

ITor I am Palamon f i mortel ffoo 

And fou^e fat* I no wepen haue in f is place 

But out* of prisofi am I-sterf by grace 1592 

I drede noujt* but* eif er f ou shalf dye 

Or f ou ne shalf nof loue Emelye 

Chese which f ou wilf or f ou shalf nof asterte 

IT This Arcite wif ful dispitous herte 1596 

Whan he hym knewe and had his tale herd 

As feers as a lyon pulled ouf a swerd 

And seide f us by god f af sittef aboue 

Ne it were faf fou art seke and wode for loue 1600 

And eke faf fou no wepen hast in f is place 

Thow shuldest neuere ouf of f is groue pace 

faf fou ne shuldest dyen of myn honde 

ffor I defie fo swcrte and fe bonde 1604 
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Whicb f&i ]x)u seist* I hane made to fe 

What* verrey fool Jwnk wel faf lone is free 

And I wil lone hii' m&wgre al fi mj^if 

But* for as moche as fou art a worfi kny^f 1608 

And willesf to darre jn hii' by bataille 

Haue here my troufe to morwe I nyl not* faille 

WiJ) outen witting* of eny ofere wighf De»f «s] 

That* here I wil be fonnden as a knyght* 1612 

And bringen hameis ii3t* ynough for >e 

And chese fe best* and leue fe worst* for me 

And mete and drink Job nyghte wU I bringe 

Ynough for fe and clo^ for fi beddynge 1616 

And if so be ]>af fon my lady wynne 

And sclee me in J^is wode per I am Inne 

Thow maist wel haue |)i lady as for me 

This Palamon answen} I graonte it* fe 1620 

And pxiB pei bene departed til a morowe 

Whan eche of hem had leide his fei]) to borowe 

IT cupide out* of al charite 

regne ]>at wold no felawe haue mf pe 1624 

£ful so]) is seide f&V lone ne lordship 

Wil not* his ]>onkes haue no felawship 

We fynde ])af of Arcite and Palamoun 

Arcite is riden anoii into the totm 1628 

And on f e morowe er it* were day li3t* 

ffiil pnuely two hameys h&p he di^if 

Both suffisaunf and mete to darreyfi 

The bataille in ^ feelde bytwix hem tweyfi 1632 

And on his hors allone as he was bom 

He canep al his hameys hym bifran 

And in fe Oroue at* tjme and place ysette 

This Arcite and fia Palamon ben mette 1636 

To chaungen gan fe colour in her face 

Kighf as fe hunters in [the] reyne of trace 

That* stonde]) atte gap[pe] yrip a spere 

Whan hunted is fe lyon or fe bere 1640 
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And here]) him come russhing* in f e Greties 

And brekej) both [the] howes and fe leues 

And fenkej) here cowmeth my mortal enemye 

WiJ) oute faile he mote be dede or I 1644 

£for eipei I moot* scleen him atte gappe 

Or he moot sclee me if fat* me myshappe 

So feerden [thei] in chaungyng* of here hwe DmUz, back] 

As fer as euerich of hem ofer knewe 1648 

Ther nas no good day ne no saluynge 

But strei3f wij) oute worde or rehersinge ' 

Euerich of hem helpej) forto arme ofei* 

As frendly as he were his owne brofer* 1652 

And after fat* with sharpe speres stronge 

They foynen eche at* ofer wonder longe 

Thow my3tesf wene f af f is Palamon 

In his fightinge were a wood lyofi 1656 

And as [a] cruel tigre was Arcite 

As Wilde boores gon Jei to-gidei* smyte 

That* frothen white as fome for yre woode 

Vp to J)e Ancle fought* fei in her bloode 1660 

And in fis wise I lete hem fightings dwelle 

And forf I wil of Theseus 30U telle 

IT The destanye minister* generatt 

That* execute]) in fe world ouer alt 1664 

The purueaunce fat god haf say bifore 

So stronge if is fat* f ei fe world had it swore 

pe contrarie of a finge be ye or nay 

3it< som tyme it shal falle on a day 1668 

That* fallef noujf eft wif in a f ousand yere 

ffor certeynly our appetites here 

Be if of werre or pees, or hate or lone 

Al is fis rewled by fe sight aboue ^ 1672 

This mene I nowe by myghty Theseus 

Thaf forto hunte Is so desirous 

And namely atte grete herf in Maij 

Thaf in his bed fer dawef hym no day 1676 
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Thaf he nys cladde and ledy forto ride 

Wi)> hunte and horn and honndes hjm bisido 

ffor in his hunting hskp he swich delite 

That* it* is al his ioye and appetite 1680 

To bene hym self fe grete hertes bane 

ffor after Mars he serue]) nowe Dyane 

Cleer was ye day as I haue told er f\a / [leaf S4] 

And Theseus ynf al[le] loie and blis 1 684 

Wi]) his ypolita fe faire queue 

And Emely[e] clo])ed al in grene 

On huntinge bene fei riden rially 

And to fe Groue faf stode ful fast" by 1688 

In which ])er was an herte as men hym tolde 

£uf Theseus fe streight^ way hsip holde 

And to fe launde he ride]> hym ful ri3f 

£Ebr ))ider was fe hert* wonte to haue his fli^f 1692 

And ouer a broke and so for]> on his way 

This duke wil haue a cours at* hym or tway 

Wi]> hoimdes swich as ]>at* him list comaimde 

And whan ])is duke was come ynto ^ laimde 1696 

Vnder fe sonne he loked anoii 

He was ware of Arcite and Palamofi 

That* fou3ten breme as it* were boles two 

The bri}te swerdes wenten to and fro 1700 

So hidously fat* wif fe lee8t[e] stroke 

It seme]) pB.t it woldf fellen an oke 

But* what* fei were no f ing* he ne wote 

This duke his courser wi]) his spores smoote 1704 

And at* a stert* he was atwixe hem twoo 

A pulled out* a swerde and cried hoo 

No more vp peyn of lesing* of ^our hede 

By myghty mars he shal anon be dede 1 708 

That* smyte)> eny stroke fat* I may sene 

But* telle]) me wliat* myster men 30 bene 

That* ben so liardy forto fi3ten here 

Wif ouie lugge. or ofer officerc 1712 
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S As it were in litel lisle lyally 

This Palamon answerda hastily 

And seide Sii' whaf nede]) wordes moo 

We han fe depe deseraed bo]> twoo 1716 

Two woful wrecched be we two catyfes 

J^at bene encombred of oure owno lifes 

And as fow art* a rijtful lorde and luge ciMf 24^ i»ckj 

Ne jeue vs nei]>er mercy ne refuge 1720 

Buf scle me furst* for seinte larite 

Baf slee my felowe eke as wel as mo 

Or slee hym [first] for fovtgti ^o[u] knowest lite 

This is pi mortal £foo ])is is arcite 1724 

That* from pi londe is banshed on his hede 

ffor whiche he hap deserued to be dede 

ffor ))is is he J^at* come vnto ])i gate 

And saide fat* he hight* Philostrate 1 728 

Thus ha]) he laped fe ful mony a ^ere 

And fou hast* made him f i chief squyere 

And f is is he fat* loucf Emelye 

ffor sif paV day is commen fat* I shal dye 1732 

I make pleynly my confessiofl 

That* I am filk[e] wooful Palamofi 

That* haf f i prison broken wikkedly 

I am f i mortal foo and it* am I 1736 

That* louef so bote Emely f e bri3t* 

That* I wil dye present* in her sijt* 

Wherfore I axe def and my Iwes 

But* scle my felawe in pe same wise 1740 

ffor bof e we han deserued forto be sclayfi 

This worf i duke answer(} anon agayn 

And saide fis is a short* conclusiofl 

Joure owne moufe be 3oure confessiofi 1744 

Haf dampned fer 30U and I wil it* recorde 

Hit nedef not* to pyne 30U wif acorde 

He shul be dede by my3ty mars pe rede 

The queue anoon for verrey wommanhede 1748 

fj PETWORTH 60 



OBoup A. § 8. knioht'8 tale. Petworfh M8. 51 

Gan [for] to wepe and so 8eide Emelye 

And al fe ladis in fe companye 

Grete pite was it* as it J^oujf hem alio 

That* eaere such a channce shuld byflEdle 1752 

ffor gentil men ]>ei were of grete astate 

And no ^inge but* for lone was fia debate 

And seegh her blody woundes wide and sore Deaf 25] 

And alle criden bo])[e] lasse and more 1756 

Haue mercy vpon vs wommen alle 

And on her bare knees doun ^i falle 

And wold ban kissed his fete p&c he stoode 

Til at* ^ last* a>sclaked was his moode 1760 

ffor pite renne]) sone in gentUe herte 

And ])oaghe he first* for ire quoke and sterte 

He ha]> considered shortly in a clause 

The trespase of hem both[e] and pe cause 1764 

And al ^ou3e his Ire her gilt* accused 

3it* in his reson he hem both excused 

And pna he ]>ou3t6 wel j^f eueiy man 

Wol helpe him self in loue if ]>af he can 1 768 

And eke delyuere him self out* of prusoA 

And eke him self had compassion 

Of wommen for ^i wepen euere in oon 

And in his gentile hert* he ])0U3f anon 1772 

And soft* vnto him self he seide fye 

Vpon a lord ])at< wil haue no mercy 

But* be a lyon boj^e in wor(} and dede 

To hem j»f bene in repentaunce and drede 1 776 

As wel as to a prowde dispitous man 

That wil mey[n]tene ^f he first bygan 

That* lord h&f litel in discreccion 

That* in such caas can no diuisiofi 1780 

But weie]) pride and humblenesse aftei' oon 

And shortely whan lus Ire was ])us agon 

He gan to loken yp vrip eyen light* 

And spake ])ise same wordes al on bight* 1784 
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The god of love, o Benedicite 

How myghty and howo grete a lord is he 

A3eiiist his myghf fer ^e3mef non obetacles 

He may be cleped a god for his myracles 1 788 

ffor he can maken at is owne gyse 

Of euerich herf as faf hym list* devise 

Lo here pia arcite and )>is Palamon Liearss^tMdij 

That quietely were ouf of prisofi gon 1792 

And myght* haue lyued in thebes Bially 

And weten I am her mortal enemye 

And fat* her dej ia in [my] myghf also / 

And 3it* haf loue mawgre her eyen two 1796 

[I-]Brou3t* him hidere bof [e] forto dye 

Now lokej) is nof f Lb a grete folye 

Who may be a fool but* if he loue 

Biholde for goddes loue ])at* sitte]) aboue 1800 

See howe f ei blede bene }>ei nof wel araied 

Thus ha]) her lorde fe god of loue hem paied 

Her wages and her fees for her seruise 

And 3if fei wenene for to bene ful wise 1804 

Thaf seruen loue for ou3f f af may bifalle 

Buf 3if is ])is pe best^ game of alia 

Thaf she for whom fei haue fis lolite 

Can hem as moche thonke as me 1808 

Shee wote no more of al ))is bote fare 

By god fan wote an Cuckowe or an haro 

Buf al mosf be assaied bote and cold 

A man mote be a fool or 3onge or old 1812 

I wote if by my self for yore agone 

ffor in my tyme a seruatmte was I oone 

And ferfor sith I knowe of loues peync 

And wote howe sore it can a man distreyne 1816 

As he f af haf ofb bene cau3f in his laas 

I 30U for3iue al holy fis trespaas / 

Atte requesf of fe quene faf knelef hero 

And eke of Emelye my sustei* dere . 1820 
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And 36 shul bo])e vnto me swere 

That* neuerinore je shul my cuntre dere 

Ne make werre vpon me ny3f ne day 

Bat bene my frendes in al ])at< ^e may 1824 

I nowe for3eue fis trespase euery dett 

And ^i hym swore his axing* fail' and weli 

And him of lordship and of mercye preide [laaf m] 

And so hem grannie)) grace and fna he scide 1828 

To speke of Eial lynage and ricches 

Thoo pat she were a quene or a princesse 

£che of 30U bo]>e is vrorpi doutelees 

To wedden whan tyme is but* na))elee8 1832 

I speke as for my sustei' Emelye 

ffor whoom ^e haue pia strif and lelosie 

Je wote 30ure self ze may not* wedden two 

At* ones fon^e je fi3ten euermoo 1836 

^af oon of 30U be he lo]> or liefe 

He mof go pipen in an yve liefe 

This is to say she may not* nowe haue botii 

Ke be ^e neuere so lelous and so wrotii 1640 

And for-])i ]>er nowe put* in pia degre 

That* echo of 30U shal haue his destane 

As him is shape and harkene)) in what* wise 

Lo here 30ure ende and ])at* I shal devise 1844 

^ My wiUe is f is for plaf conclusiofl 

WiJ) oute[n] eny replicaciofi 

3if I^af 30U like]) take if for pQ best* 

That* euery of 30U shal go wher hym lest* 1848 

ffrely wip outen raunson [or] daungere 

At pia day fifty wekes fer ne nere 

Euerich of 30U shal bryng* an .C. kny3te8 

Armed for listes vp al rightes 1862 

Al redy to darreyn hir* by batayle 

And p\B bihote I jou wi)> outen faile 

Vpon my troupe and as I am a kny3t* 

fat wheder of 30U boJ)[e] fat* haf my3f 1856 
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This is to sejn ]»at* whedere he or ])owe 

May wi]y his hundred as I haue spoke of nowe 

Slee his contrary or out* of lystes drive 

Than shal I 3eue hym Emely to wyve 1860 

To whom pat fortune ha]) jeue so faire a grace 

The listes shal I do maken in f\a place 

And god so wisly on my soule rwe OMf m* buk] 

As I shal euene luge be and trwe 1864 

^e shal non of ere ende wi]) me make 

]>at* oon of 30U shal be dede or take 

And if yow ])enke J)is is wel yseide 

Sey ^oure avice and holde 30U wel apaide 1868 

This is 30ure ende and ^our conclusion 

Who loke]) lightly now but* Palamon 

Swo springeth vp for loie but* Arcite 

Who coude telle or who coude it* endite 1872 

The loie pai? is made in ])af place 

Whan Theseus ha]) dofi so faire a grace 

Buf doune on knees went* euery manere vn^if 

And thonked hym wif al her hert* and my3f 1876 

And namely ])ise Thybeanes mony sith 

And ])us wi]) hope and herte blith 

The! take her leue and homward gan fei ride 

Tho Thebcs-ward wif olde walles wide 1880 

[ 

no gap in the M8J] 

IT I trowe men wolde deme if necligence 

If I for3ete to telle J)e dispence 

Of Theseus faf gof so bisily 

To maken vp fe listes rially 1884 

That* suche a noble theatre as if was 

I dar wel seyn in fis worl(J ther nas 

The circuyte a myle was aboute 

Walled wi]) stone and dicched al wij oute 1888 

Rounde was ye shappe in manere of a compas / 
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fiful of degrees j>e hegjit* of sixty pass 

That* whan a man was sette on oon degre 

He letted nof his felawe forto see 1892 

Estward per stode a gate of Marbel white 

Westward righf such a no])er in pe opposite 

And shortelj to conclude such a place 

Was non in erpe as in so litel space 1896 

ffor in pe londe fer nas no crafty man 

Thaf Greometrye or arsmetrike can ^ 

Ke purtraioui' ne keruei' of ymages Vmtrn 

Thaf Theseus ne 3aue him mete and wages 1900 

The theater to make and to devise 

And forto doon his ri^f and his sacriiise 

He Estward haf [up]on fe gate aboue 

In worship of wenus goddes of loue 1904 

Done maken an awtere and an oratorio 

And on fe westward side in momorie 

Of Mars he h&p maked ri^f such ajiofere 

faif cosf largely of gold a ffoj^era 1908 

And nor])ward in a totcrett* on fe wall' 

Of Alabaster white and rede GoraH: 

An oratorie riche forto see 

In worship of Diane of chaastite 1912 

Ha]> Theseus done wrou3f in noble wise 

Buf jif had I forgete forto devise 

Thaf noble kervingges and fe pourtratures 

po shappe pe countenaunce and pe figures 1916 

]>af weren in pe oratories thre 

ffirsf in ^e temple of Yenus maist pon see 

Wroi^f on ^e walle ful pitous to biholde 

pe broken slepes and pe sighes colde 1920 

pe^ sacred teeres and pe waymentynge 

pe firy strokes of pe desiringe 

p&tf loues seruauntes in ])is lif enduren 

pe Opes p&V her conatintes assuren 1924 

Plesaunce and hope, desire fool-hardynesse 
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Beanie and J^oajf . bawdiy richesse 

Ghannes and force, lesingges and flateiye 

Dispence bysynesse and lelowsie 1928 

faf wered of 3olowe goldes a garlonde 

And a Cukkowe sitting* on her honde 

ffeestes instrumentes Carolles daunces 

luste and array and al )>e circumstaunces 1932 

Of loue whiche I rekened and reken shalt 

By ordere were peynted on f e watt 

And mo ))an I con [make] of mencion iietf Z7, \mA} 

ffor 8o])ly al ])e mont of Citharon 1936 

Ther Venus haf her principal dwellinge 

Was shewed in fe walle in purtraiyng^ 

Wip al pe Gardeyne and po lustynesse 

Not* was foi^eten fe porter ydelnesse 1940 

Ne narcisus fe faire of yore agone 

Ne 3if J)e foly of king* salamon 

Ne 3if f e grete strengthe of hercules 

)}e enchauntementz of Medea and ceites 1944 

Ne of Tumus wif f e hardy fires corage 

fe riche Cresus catif in seruage 

Thus may 3e sene pai wisdom ne ricchesse 

Bewte ne scleighte. strengthe hardynesse 1948 

Ne may with Venus holde chaumpartie 

ffor as her list* fe worl(J fan may she gie 

IF Loo alle ])ise folk so caught* were in her las 

To pei for woo ful often seide alas 1952 

Sufiisef here oon ensample or two 

And ))oughe ])er coude rekne a thousand! moo 

The statue of Venus glorious to see 

Was naked fletinge in fe large see 1956 

And from f e naucl doim al keuered was 

Wif wawes grene and bri3t* as eny glas 

A Citole in hire n^ie hond had she 

And on her hede ful semely to see 1900 

A Rose garlonde fresshe an wel smellinge 
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Aboue her hede her dowues flateringe 

Byfore hii' stode hii^ sone Cupido 

Ypon his shulders wenges had he two 1964 

And blynde he was as it* is ofbe sene 

A bowe he bare and arowes bri3t* and kene 

IT Whi shuld I not eke as wel telle 90U alle 

The poz^rtrature )}af was vpon fe walle 1968 

Wif in Je temple of my^ty mars fe rede 

Al peynted was fe walle in lengthe and brede 

Like to ]>e Estres of fe grisly place deaf ts] 

pe highf ^ gr[e]te temple of Mars in trace 1972 

In J)ilk[e] colde frosty Regyon 

Ther as Mars ha]y his sonereyfi mancion 

IT ffirsf on fe walle was peynted a foreste 

In which j>er wonne]) nei^er man ne beste 1976 

"Wif knotty knarry bareyn trees olde 

Of stubbes sharpe and hidous to biholde 

In which f&T was a rombled and a swoghe 

As ]>ough a storme shuld breke euery bou3e 1980 

And dounward / from an hille Tnder a bent* 

There stode fe temple of Mars Armypotent* 

Wrought* of al of bumyd steel of which fe entenf 

Was longe and streif and goostly forto sent* 1984 

And ])er out* came a rage in such a wise 

):)at* if made al fe gates forto rise 

Til nor^ron li3f in at pe doores shooik 

fifor wjmdowe on fe watt fan was per noil 1988 

forowe whiche men myjt eny light* disceme 

fe door was al of Athamant* eteme 

Yclenched ouertwert* and endelonge 

Wif Iren towe forto make it* stronge 1992 

Euery piler fe temple to sustene 

Was tonne grete of yren bri3t* and shene 

Ther seghe I furst* fe [derk] ymagynyng* 

Of felowny and al pQ compassing* 1996 

The cruel Ire rede as eny gleede 
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fe Pikpuis afid eke fQ pale drede 

fe smyler wi^ f e knyf nider f e cloke 

fe shippen brennyng^ wi]) fe blak[e] smoke 2000 

fe tresofi of J>e mor])ering« in fe bedde 

pe open wexre wij» wotindes al bj-bledde 

Conteckte wif blody knyff and sharpe manace 

Al fal of chirkinge was ])at* sory place 2004 

pe scleer of him self ^it* segtl I j^ere 

His herte-bloode hsLp hsiped al his here 

The nayle ydryuen in fe shode a ny3t« Omtts, baAj 

WiJ) colde defe wip mou])e gaping* vp rijt* 2008 

Amyddes of pe temple satte a meschaunce 

Wip discomfort* and sori countenatmce 

3it* s&ughe I woodnesse laughing* in his rage 

Armed compleint* outhees and fires corage 2012 

Jje Careyn in pe bussh wiJ) ]nrote ycorve 

A thousand sclayne and not* of qualme ystorue 

This tyraunf wiJ) pe pray by force yrafbe 

pe toune destroied per nas no ])ing* ylafbe 2016 

3it* seghe I brent* pe shippes Hoppesteres 

The hunte strangled wi^ pe wilde beres 

The so we fretinge pe childe ri3f in pe cradell: 

The Coke yscalded for al his longe ladell: 2020 

Nou3t was forgeten by pe infortune of Marie 

The Carter ouer-riden wi^ pe Carte 

Vndere pe whele ful lowe he lay adoun 

])ere were also of Martes dyuysioun 2024 

pe Barboure pe bochere and pe SmytK 

p&V forge)) sharpe swerdes on pe stitli 

And al aboue depeynted in a toure 

Saughe I conquest* sittinge in grete honourd 2028 

Wif pe sharpe swerde ouer his hede 

Hanginge by a sotile twyned frede 

Depeinted was pe the sclauughtei' of luliu 

Of grete Nero and of Anthoneus 2032 

Al be fat* JjUke tyme ^ei were vnborfl 
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$t was her de]» depeinted yer biforft 

By manasing* of Mars rijt* by figure 

80 was if shewed in fe portrature 2036 

As is depeinted in fe certres abone 

Who shal be ded or slayne for lone 

Soffise]) oon ensample in stories olde 

I may nof rekne hem al[le] foxi^e I wolde 2040 

fe statue of mars vpon a carte stode 

Armed and loked grymme as he were wode 

And ouer his hodq per shyne^ two fignres vmtw] 

Of sterres ])at* bene cleped in figures 2044 

That* oon Puella thaf of er rubeus 

This god of armes was araied pua 

A wolf Jer stode to fom him at* his fete 

Wi]) eyen rede and of a man he ete 2048 

"Wif sotel pensel was depeynted Jis storie 

In recordinge of Mars and [of] his glorie 

% Nowe to fe temple of Dyane Jje chaste 

As shortely as I can I wil me haste 2052 

To telle 30U al the descripcioun 

Depeynted was fe walle vp and douR 

Of huntinge and of shamfast chastite 

fet saughe I how wooful calistope 2056 

Whan f af Dyane agreued was [with] here 

Was turned from a womman to a here 

And after was she made ]>e lode-sterre 

Thus was she peynted I can say 30U no ferro 2060 

Her sone is eke a sterre as ^e may see 

^r saughe I dane turned to a tree 

I mene not* ])e goddes Dyane 

Buf Penneus doughter which pat hi3ttf dane 2064 

^r saugh I Attheon an herf ymaked 

ffor vengeaunce ])at* he s^h diane al naked 

I saugh f af how his houndes haue hym oaughte 

And fjreten him for pei knewe hym nau3te 2068 

^if ypeynted was a litel f erj^ermore 
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Howe Atthelaonf honied pe wilde bore 

And maleagre and mony o])er moo/ 

ffor whiche diane wrou3t* hjm care and woo 2072 

Ther seghe I many ano])er worfi story 

Whiche men list* not* to drowe to memory 

This goddes vpon an hert* ful wel she sette 

Wi]> smale houndes al about* her fete 2076 

And ynd6me])e her fete she had a mone 

Wexing* it* was and shal wany sone 

In gaudy grene her statue clo])es was pflaf»,tack] 

Wi]) bowe in honde and arowes in a cas 2080 

Her eyen keste she ful lowe a doune 

Ther Pluto ha]) his derke regiot^n 

A. woman travailing* was hii* bifom 

But* for her child was so longe vnborfl 2084 

fful pitously lucyna can she calle 

And seide helpe for J70U maist* best* of alle 

Wel coude he peynte lyvely fat* it wrou^t* 

WiJ) mony a floreyne he J)e coloures bou3t* 2088 

IF l^ow bene piae listes made and theseus 

That* at his grete cost* araied pua 

pe temple and j^e theatre enery dele 

Whan it* was done him liked wondei* wele 2092 

But* stint* I wil of Theseus a lite 

And speke of Palamon and [of] arcite 

The [day] approchef of her retoumynge 

]>at* eueriche shuld an C. knyghtes bringe 2096 

The bataille to darrey as I you tolde 

And to Athenes her couenawnte forto holde ] 

Haf euery of hem broujt* an .C. knyghtes 

Wel armed for pe werre at* al[le] rightes 2100 

And sikerly pev trowed many a man 

That* neuere sif fat* pe world bygan 

That* forto speke of knyghthode of her honde 

As fer as god ha]) maked see or londe 2104 

Nas of so fewe so noble a companye 
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ffor eueiy wighf ^f loned chiyalrye 

And wold his ])0iike8 haue a passaonte name 

'Rap preide ]}at* he mjght* be of ])af game 2108 

And wel was him ])at* ])erto chosen was 

ffor if per felle to morow such a caas 

3e knowen wel Jjaf euery lusty kny3t 

J>at* loue]) paramours and h&p [his] my^f 2112 

Were if in engelonde or ellis where 

J>ei wolden fayne wilnen to be J>ere 

To fight* for a lady O b^nedicite [leaf so] 

It were a lusty sights forto se 2116 

And right* so feerden pei wip Palamon 

WiJ) hym J>ei wenten knyghtes mony on 

Som wol be armed in an haberion 

And a brest* plate and a litel gippun 2120 

And some wil haue a peire plates large 

And some wil haue a Spruse plate sheeld or taige 

Somme wil [be] armed on his legges welte 

And haue an axe and some a mace of stele 2124 

])er nas no newe gyse J>af it* nas olde 

Armed were ])ei as I haue 30U tolde 

Euerich after his opynyon 

Ther maist* j?ou see commyng* wit^ Palamon 2128 

ligurge hym self j^e gret6 king* of trace 

Blak was his visage and manly was his face 

fe Cercles of fe eyen in his hede 

pei glowden bitwix jelowe and rede 2132 

And liche a lyon loked he aboute 

With kempte heeres on his browes stoute 

His lymes grete his brawnes stronge 

His sholdres brode his armes rounde and longe 2136 

And as J>e Gyse was in his cuntre 

fiful heghe ypon a chare of gold stode he 

Wif .iiij. white boles in J>e trais 

In stede of cote armur^ and his hamais 2140 

Wi]> nailles ^elowe and bri^t* as eny gold 
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He liad a berres skyn coleblake for olde 

His longe heer was kempie behinde his bak 

As enj rauens fe)>ere it* sboon for blak 2144 

A wrej?e of golcJ. arme bri^t* of hiige wijt« 

Vpon his hede sette ful of stonys bri3f 

Of fyne Babies and of djamauntz 

About* his chare fei went* white alauntz 2148 

xz^' and moo as grete as onj stei' 

To hunten at* J)e lyon or fe deei* 

And folowed hjm wi]) mosel fast* ybonnd^ omiw^bafeki 

Colors of golde and torrettes philed rounds 2152 

An C. lordes had he in his route 

Armed ful wel wi]> hertes steeme and stoute 

IF With Arcite in stories as men fynde 

The grete Emetreus ])e king* of ynde 2156 

Vpon a stede bay trapped in stele 

Couered wij? a clo])e of gold diapred wele 

Come riding* liche j^e god of armed Mars 

His cote armure was a clo])e of tars • 2160 

Couched wij) peerles . white, rounde and grete 

His sadel was of brent gold newe ybete 

A mantel vpon his shulder hongynge 

Bret*ful of rubies rede as fire spar[c]linge 2164 

His Crispe here liche rynges was yronne 

And J7af was 3elowe and glitering* as pQ sonne 

His nose was heghe his eyen bri3t* citryn 

His lippes rounde his colour was Sangwyn) 2168 

A fewe frakens in his face spreynt* 

Bitwix 3elowe and somdele blak* ymeynf 

And as a lyon he is eyen caste 

Of xxT^ 3ere his age y caste 2172 

His beerd was wel bygonne forto springe 

His YoiB was as a trompet* ])ondringe 

Vpon his hede he wered a laurer grene 

A garlond fresshe and lusty forto sene 2176 

Vpon his honde he bare for his delite 
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An Egle tame as eny lylye white 

An .C. loides had he wi]) hym ])ere 

Al armed sauf her hedes in al her gere 2180 

fful richely in aljlej maner |)ingges 

flbf troste]) wel f at* dukes Erles kyngges 

Were gadered in fia noble companye 

ffor loue and for encrees of chyualryo 2184 

About* fis kny3f fer ranne on euery part* 

fful mony a tame lyon and leopart* 

And in j^is wise ])ise lordes al and some Omtm 

Bene on pe sonday to ])e Cite come 2188 

Aboute prime and in pe toun alight* 

This Theseus fis duke p\a worf i kny3t* 

Whan he had brou3t* hem into his Cite 

And Jnned hem [ech] after her degre 2192 

He feesteth hem and do]) so gret* laboure 

To esen hem and done hem al honours 

That* 3if men wenen fat* no mannys witte 

Of noon astate ne cowde amenden if 2196 

The mynstralsy j^e servise at* J>e feest 

The grete 3ifbes to pe most* and leest* 

The riche aray of Theseus palays 

Ke who sat* first* and laste vpon J>e dees 2200 

What* ladies fairest bene or best* daunsinge 

Or whiche of hem can best6 daunce or singe 

Ke who most* feHngly speke]) of loue 

What* hawkes sitten or perche aboue 2204 

What* houndes liggen on fe floor a-doun 

Of al this nowe I make no mencyotin 

But* al pe effecte J>af penkep me J>e best* 

Kowe comme]) pQ poynf herkne]) if 30U lest* 2208 

% The sonday nyght* er day gan to springe 

Whan Palamon J>e larke herd singe 

Al ])0U3e it* ner not* day by howres two 

3it* songe pQ larke and Palamon ri3t* ^ 2212 

Wi^ holy hert* and wi^ an highe corage 
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He roos vp to we[n]den on his pilgrymage 

Vnto Jje blisful Cithera benygne 

I mene Venus honurable and digne 

And in her houre he waXkep for]) apaas 

Vnto fe listes fer fe tempel was 

And doune he knele^ and wi]) humble chere 

And herte sore he seide as 36 shal here 

IF ffairest* . o faire . 0. lady myne Venus 

Dou3tere to loue and spouse to Vlcanus 

Thow glader of fe mounte of Citherotin 

ffor J>ilk[e] loue pou haddesf to a-doun 

Haue pite on my bitter teeres smerte 

And take myn humble preier at* ^ine herte 

Alas I ne haue no langage to telle 

Jje effecte ne fe towrment* of myn helle 

Myne herte may myn armes nof be-wreye 

I am so confused ])af I can not* seye 

But* mercy lady bri3t* fat* woost wele 

My J)0U3t* and seest* what* harmes I fele 

Considere al fis and rwe vpon my sore 

As wisly as I shal for euermore 

Hensforj; my my3t* pi trewe seruat^nte be 

And hole werre alwaie wij; chaastite 

That* make I myne avowe so as 3e may helpe 

I kepe not* of armes for to 3elpe 

Ke I ne axe not* to morowe to haue ^ictorie 

Ke renoi^n in pia caas ne veynglorie 

Of price of armes bio wen vp and doun 

But I wold haue fully possessioun 

Of Emelye and dye in her seruise 

ffynde f on pe manere howe and in what* wise 

I recche not* but* it* may better be 

To haue victorie of hem or fei of me 

So that* I haue my lemman in myn armes 

Sot ])0U3e so be ])af mars is god of armes 

5oure vertue is so grete in heuene aboue 
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]>at* if ^e lest I shal wel haue my loue 
Thy tempel shal I worship euennoo 

And on j^ine awtere wher I ride or goo 2252 

I wil doon saciifise and fires bete 
And ^if 30 wil not* so my lady swete 
•J)an prey I jou to morowe wij) a spere 
J>af Arcita me ^oighe ]>e herte here 2256 

Then rekke I not* whan I haue lost* my lif 
fon^e Arcita wynne her to his wiff 

This is J>e effecte and eende of my priere ciMf a] 

3eue me my lady J>oa blisfal lady dere 2260 

IT Whan ^e orison was don of Palamon 
His sacnfise he did and ])at* a-n5n 
fiFul pitonsly wi^ al[le] circumstaunces 
Al telle I not* as nowe his obsenuztmces 2264 

But* atte laste pe statue of Venus shoke 
And made a signe wherby ^af he toke 
))at* his preier accepted was ^af day 
ffor fou^e pe signe shewed a delay 2268 

3it wist* he wele ])af graunted was his bone 
And wi^ glad hert* he went* awaie ful sone 
IT ])e iij. houre in-equal jjat* Palamoik 
Byganne to venus temple forto gofi 2272 

Yp roos fe sonne and vp roos Emelye 
And to ))e temple of Dyane gan she hie 
Hir maidens f&if she ])ider vrip hir ladde 
fiul redily wip hem pe fire pei hadde 2276 

pe encense j^e clo])es and pe remenaunte ati* 
])at to pe sacrifise longen shatl* 
))e homes ful of meth as was pe gise 
fei lacked noujf to don her sacrifise 2280 

Smoking* pe temple ful of cloj^es faire 
This Emelie vnp hert« debonaire 
Hii^ lady wasshe wij) water of a welle 
But howe she did hir ri3t* I dar not* telle 2284 

But* if be eny J)ing* in generatt 
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And 3if it* were a game to here it alt 

To him J)af mcnej) wel if were no charge 

But< it* is good a man he af his large . 2288 

Hir hrijt* heres were kempte vntressed alt 

A corone of a grene oke serialt 

Vpon her hede was sette ful faire and mete 

Two fires on fe awter gan she hete 2293 

And did her ])ingges as men may hiholde 

In stace of Thehes and ]>ise hokes olde 

Whan kindeled was ]>e fire wi]> pitous chere Oeaf st, tack) 

Ynto Diane she spake as ^e may here 2296 

% chaast^ goddes of pe wodes grene 

To whoom ho]) heuene and erpe and see is sene 

Quene of [the] regne of Polute derk and lowe 

Goddes of majdenes ])at* myn hert* hast* knowe 2300 

fiFul mony a jere and woost* what* I desire 

As kepe me £rom pi vengeance and ))ine Ire 

That* attheon abou3te cruelly 

Chaast* goddes wel woost* ^ou that* I 2304 

Desire to he a maiden al my liff 

Ne neuere wil I he [no] loue ne wiff 

I am J)ou woost* jit* of pi companye 

A maide and lone huntyng* and venerye 2308 

And for to walke in pe wodes wilde 

And not* to he a wiff and he wi]) childe 

JS'at* wil I knowe company of man 

"Now helpe me lady dp je may and can 2312 

ffor ))oo pTe formes ]7at* ))oa hast* inpe 

And Palamon ]}at* ha]) such loue to me 

And eke Arcite |)at* loue]) me so sore 

This grace I prei pe vnp out more 2316 

And sende loue and pees ytwyx hem twoo 

And fro me tume away her hertes so 

That* al her hote loue and her desire 

And al her hysy torment* and her fire 2320 

lie queynt* or turned in an opere place 
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And if 80 be ]k)u wilt* do me no grace 

Or if it be my destany be shaped soo 

That I shal nedes haue oon of hem two 2324 

As sende me him ))at* most* desire]) me 

Biholde goddesse of clene chaastite 

The bitter teeres ])at* on my chekes fiUe 

Si]) ])ou art* maide and keper of vs alle 2328 

My maydenhode pon kepe and wel consenie 

And while I lif a maiden I wil pe serue 

])e fires brenne vpon fe Autei* clere Deaf ss] 

While Emely was J)us in his preiere 2332 

But* sodeynly she seghe a |)ing6 queynf 

ffor right* anoon oon of J)e fires queynt* 

And quicked ageyn and after ))at* anon 

That* opev fire was queynt* and al agon 2336 

And as it* queint* it made a qwistelinge 

As done ])ise wete brondes in her brennyng6 

IF And at* pe brondes eende out* ranne andn 

Ab it* were blody dropes mony on 2340 

ffor whicb 80 sore argaste was Emelie 

))at she was wel nyghe madde and gan to ciye 

ffor she ne wist^ what* it* signified 

But* only for pe fire fua she criede 2344 

And wepte ])at if was pite for to here 

And ])er wi]> al Diane gan to apere 

WiJ) bowe on bond right* as an hunteresse 

And seide dou^tere stint* of ])ine heuynesse 2348 

And monge the goddes high it is afifermed 

And by eteme worde writt* and confermed 

Jjow shalt* be wedded vnto oon of foo 

])af han for pe so moche care and woo 2352 

But vnto whicfe of hem I may not* telle 

ffare wele I may no leuger dwelle 

J)e fire whiche J)at* on myn awtei* brenne 

Shal ))c declaren er ))at fon go henne 2366 

Thine aventure of loue as in ])iB caas 
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And With faf worde pe Arowes in fe caas 

Of fe goddes clateren fast and ringe 

And forJ7 she went* and made a vanysshinge 23G0 

ffor whiche J)is Emely a-stonyed was 

And seide what* mounteth piB alas 

I put* me in pi protection 

Diane and in pi disposicion 23G4 

And home she go]> pe neate way 

This is pe effecte ]>er is no more to say 

J^ nexte home of Mars folowing* ])is [laaras, iMck; 

Arcite vnto pe temple ywalked is 23G8 

Of feers mars to done his sacrifise 

WiJ) al pe myghtes of his peynymes wise 

WiJ) pitous hert* and heghe deuocion 

Eijt* J)us to Mars ho seide his Orisoik 2372 

IF stronge god fat* in the regnes colde 

Of taars honoured art and lord yholde 

And hasf in euery regne and euery londe 

Of armes al pe bridel in ]>ine honde 2376 

And hem fortonest* as pe list* devise 

Accepte of me my pitous sacrifise 

If so bo my fou^te may deserue 

And ]>at« my myghf be worfi forto seme 2380 

Thi godhede fat* I may be oon of fine 

pan preie I f e to rwe vpon my pyne 

ffor f ilk peyn and f af hoote fire 

In which Jk)u brentest* whilom for desyre 2384 

Whan fou vsedist* the beaute 

Of faire yonge fresshe venus free 

And haddest* hure in armes at* f i wille 

Alt foughe pe onys on a tyme mysfella 2388 

Whan vlcanus had kau^t* pe in his laas 

And foonde pe ligging* be his wif alaas 

ffor thilk[e] sorowe fat* was in fine herte 

Haue rauthe as wel vpon my peynes smerte 2392 

I am jonge and vnkonyng* as f ou wooste 
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And as I trowe wip lone offended moste 

J>at* euere was eny lyues creature 

ffor she ])af do]) me al this woo endure 239d 

"Ne reche]) neuere wher I sinke of flete [M8."fl«te of sinke] 

And wel I wote ere she me mercy hete 

I mote wi^ strengths wynne her in ])is place 

And wel I wote wi]) outen helpe or grace 2400 

Of ])e ne may my strengths not* availe 

Than helpe me lord to morowe in my bataile 

ffor ^ilk[e] fire ))af whilom brents fe Eieaf 84] 

As wel as ])at* fire now brenne)) me 2404 

And do ])af I to morowe haue victorie 

Myne be ])e travaile and ))ine be fe glorie 

\)i souereyn temple wil I most* honouren 

Of eny place and alway most* labouren 2408 

In pi plesaunce and in \>i craftes stronge 

And in J)i temple I wil my banei* honga 

And ati* pe armes in my companye 

And euermore vnto J>e day I dye 2412 

Eteme fire I wil byfore J>e fynde 

And eke to J)is awowe I wil me bynde 

My lorde my here J)at honge)) lowe a dow[n]e 

]Mit* neuere ^it ne felt* offencioun 2416 

Of rasoure ne of shere I wil pe ^eue 

And bene pi trewe semaunte while I lyue 

Now loriJ haue rouj^e vpon my sorowes sore 

3if me pe victorie I axe pe no more 2420 

The preier stint* of Arcita pe stronge 

The Eyngges on j^e tempel door ^it* honge 

And eke the door[e]s clateren ful fast* 

Of whiche Arcita somwhaf hym a-gasf 2424 

The fires brennen vpon pe auter bri^t* 

That it* gan al the temple for to light* 

And swete smelle anoon pe grounde vp ^af 

And Arcita ano& his honde vp haf 2428 

And more ensense vnto pe fire he cast* 
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WiJ7 opei rijtes moo and atte last* 

The statue of Mais bygan his hauberk lynge 

And -wi^ ))af soune he herde a murmarynge 2432 

fill lowe and dym j^at* seide ))us victorie 

ffor which he jaue to mars honot^r and glorie 

An ))us wi^ loie and hope wel to fare 

Arcita is [y]broujt* of Moche care 2436 

As fayn as foule is of pe hrijt^ sonne 

And ri^t* anon such strif is bygonne 

ffor ))ilk[e] grauntyng^ in ])e heuene aboue [imf s«, iMck] 

By-twix venus fe goddes of loue 2440 

And Mars j^e steeme god armypotent* 

J)at lubiter was bysy if to stenf 

Til at* pQ [last] Pale Satumus ^e colde 

))at* knewe so mony of auentures olde 2444 

ffonde in his bolde experience and & ^ art* Ci mj 

)}at* he fill sone ha^ plesed every parf 

And soo^ is seide elde haj> grete auatmtage 

And elde is bo])[e] wisdome and vsage 2448 

Men may J>e olde attenne but not atrede 

Satume anon to stinten strif and drede 

Al be it* J7at* if is a3einsf his kinde 

Of al his strif he can remedye fynde 2452 

My dere doughter Venus quod sattime 

My cours ]>af ha)) so wide forto tt^me 

Ha)) more powere fan wote eny man 

Myne is fe drenchinge in ])e see so wan 2456 

Myne is Jje prison in fe derke cote 

Myn IB pe stranglinge and ])e hanging* by pe ])rote 

pe murmui^ and ]>e chirles rebellinge 

))e Gonynge and the privey enpoysenynge 2460 

I do vengeaunce and pleyn correction 

While I dwelle in pe signe of the lyon 

Myne is Jje Euyne of [t]he hegh^ halles 

\)Q fallinge of po toures and of pe walles 2464 

Vpon pe mynoui* or vpon pe carpentere 
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I slowgli Sampson shakjng* pe piler^ 

And myn[e] be ^e maladies colde 

The derk tresounes and |>e castes olde 246& 

My lokinge is pe fader of Pestilence 

Nowe wepe no more I slial do my diligence 

That Palamon ]}af is ])ine owne kny3f 

Shal haue his lady as ])oa hasf [him] hi^if 2472 

Thouje Mars shal helpe his knyjt* 3it na])elees 

Bytwix 30U twoyne f er mot be somtyme pees 

Al be 3e nof of oon complexion [leftf ss) 

That* canse]) al day suc& dyuysiofi 2476 

I am pine eile redy at* pi wUle 

Wepe no more I wil ^i lust* fulfille 

Now wil I stinten of j^ise goddes aboue 

Of Mars and of venus goddes of loue 2480 

And plejmly I wil teUe 30U as I can 

pe grete effecte for whicH ^af I biganne 

[ 

no gap in the M8.] 

Grete was pe feest* in Athenes ))af day 

And eke j^at* lusty seson in [that] may 2484 

Made euery wight* to be in suche plesaunce 

And al j^at* day lusten j^ei and daunce 

And spenden it* in Venus high seruyse 

But* by pe cause j^at* ])ei shulden rise 2488 

Erly forto seen J>e grete fight 

Vnto her reste went* j?ei atte nyght* 

And on pe morowe whan day gan to springe 

Of hors and hamays noyse and clateringe 2492 

))er was in hostelrye aboute 

And to pe palaies rode pei mony a route 

Of lordes vpon stedes and palfireis 

fer maist* fou see dyvising* of hameis 2496 

So vncouf e and so riche and wrou3t so welt 

Of Groldsmythrie of browding* and of steefl* 
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The sheeldes bri3te toesteers and trappures 

Gold-hewen helmes hauberkes and cote armures 2500 

Lordys in parementis on her coursers 

Knyghtes of retenue and eke swiers 

Kailinge j^e speres and helmes bokelinge 

Sigyng* of sheeldes wij? layvers lasinge 2504 

Ther as nede is pel were no j)ing* ydett 

f e flfomynge steedes on fe golden bridett 

Snavyng* and fast* fe armurers also 

Wijj file and hamure riding* to and froo 2508 

3emen on foote and comons many oh 

Wijj shorte staues J^ikke as fei may gon 

Pipes trompettes nakems and clariouns [imt$&, i»dc] 

})af in \>e bataille blewen blody sownes 2612 

J?e paleis ful of puple vp and down 

Here fre fer ten holdinge her questiown 

Dynynyng* of jjise thibeanes kny^tes twoo 

Some seide ]>\ia, some seide it* shal be so 2516 

SoTnme helde wif him wij? fe blake berde 

SoTwme wij) pe balled some with j?e j^ikke hered 

Some seide he loked gryy/ime and he wolcJ fighf 

He haf a sparj?e of xx** pounde wight* 2620 

pua was fe halle ful of dyuynynge 

Longe aftere J^e sonne gan to springe 

J)e grete Theseus of his slepe gan wake 

WiJ) mynstralcie and nois jjat* jjei make 2624 

Heelde ^if \>e chambre of Ins palais riche 

Til jjat* f e thebeane knyghtes bo]> yliche 

Honoured weren into fe place fette 

Duke Theseus is at* fe wyndowe sette 2528 

Araide ri^t* as he were a god in trono 

The puple presed fidere-ward ful sone 

Him forto seen and done him high reuerence 

And eke to barken his heeat* and his sentence 2632 

An herowde on a scaflfold? made an oo / 

Til al fe noise of \>e puple was doo 
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And whan be see pQ puplo of noise al stille 

Thus shewed he pe Toj^tj dukes wille 2536 

pe lord ha^ of his heghe discrecidn 

Considered ^at* if were destruccion 

To gentcl blood to feghten in j^is gise 

Of mortal!' bataile now in j^is emprise 2540 

Wherfore to shapen j?at* j?ei shal nof die 

He wille his firste pwrpoos modefie 

"No man j?erfor vp peyne of losse of liff 

No maner shotte . ne pollax ne short* knyflf 2544 

Into ])e listes sende or ]>idere bringe 

Ne shorter swew) forto stoke wijj poynf bitinge 

No man ne drawe ne here it* be his side [iMf sej 

Ne no man shal vnto his felawe ride 2548 

But* oon cours wij; a sharpe grounden spere 

fifoyn if hym list* on foote hym self to were 

And he ))at is at* meschief shal be take 

And not* sclayn but* be brou3t* to a stake 2552 

|>at* shal be ordeyned on eij^er side 

But* ])ideTe he shal be foorce and per abide 

And if so falle j^e Chevetayn be take 

On ei])er side or ellis sclayn his make 2556 

No lenger shal pe tomamente lastd 

God spede 30U goo and leye on fast6 

Wi)) swerdes and longe maces fi^tej? i^our fille 

60 nowe 30ure way ])is is j^e lordes wille 2560 

The vois of puple touched heuene 

So loude cried ])ei wi]) mery steuene 

God saue suche a lord j^at* is so good 

He wilnej) no distructiofi of blood 2564 

Vp gof pe trompes and pe melody 

And to ])e listes ritt pe company 

By ordinai/nce j^orghe out* j^e cite large 

Honged wi]) clo])es of gold and not* wi^ sargo 2568 

fiPul like a lorde ])is noble due* gan ride 

Thise two Thebeanes on ei]7er syde 
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And aftere rode fe quene and Emelye 

And after j^at* a nother companye 2572 

Of oon and o])eT after her degre 

And ]7us ])ci passen ])orgl& out pe Cite 

And to the listes come j^ei be tjme 

It nas not* of fe day jif fully pryme 2576 

Whan sette was Theseus ful riche and hie 

Ypolita pe quene and Emely 

And o]>er ladies in degrees aboute 

Ynto pe setes preesen al j^e route 2580 

And westward j^orgh j^e gates vnder mart / 

Arcite and eke pe hundred of his part* 

With banere rede is entred ri3t* anon 0«tf S6b i»okj 

And in pat 8elf[e] moment Palamon 2584 

Is vnder venus estwardi in j?af place 

With banei' white and hardy chere and face 

And in al j^e worldl to seken yp and dotm 

So euene vrip out* variaciotm 2588 

})er nere suche company[e]s tweye 

ffor per nas noon so wise ^at* coude seie 

That eny had of o))er auauntage 

Of worthynesse ne of estate ne age 2592 

So euen were fei chosen forto gesse 

And in to ringges faire ))ei hem dresse 

Whan ))at* her names redde were euerechoii 

J7at* in her nombre gile were pov ndn 2596 

Tho were pe gates shette and cried was loudo 

Do now 3oure devoire yongc knyjtes proude 

The herawdes left* her prikking* vp and doun 

'Now ryngen trompes loude and claryown 2600 

j)0T is no more to seyn [but] est* and west* 

In goon pe sharpe speres ful sadly into j^aresf 

In go]> pQ sliarpe spere into pe side 

))ere seen men who can iuste and who can ride 2604 

pere shyueron shaftes vppon sheeldes ])ikke 

He filoth ])orgli pe hert« spone pe prikke 
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Vp sprmgen speres xx*? fote on hight* 

Out* goon pQ swerdes as J>e siluei' white 2608 

fe helmes pei to-hewen and to-shrede 

Out* breste}^ J>e blode w/tA steme stremes rede 

Viip my^ty maces pe bones pel to-bresf 

And )>org& pe thikkest* of pe throng* gan threst* 2612 

)}ere stomblen stedes stronge and doun gofi alk 

He roUeJ) vnder fote as do}> a balle 

He iojnep on his foote wi|> his tronchoun 

And he hym hurte> wif his hors a^own 2616 

He ^orgh pe body is bom and Bip is take 

Maugre his hede and bT0U3f vnto pe stake 

As forward was [ri^t] J)er he most* abide ne*f 87] 

AnoJ)er lad is on paV opere side 2620 

And somtyme do]; hem theseus forto resf 

Hem to refresshe and dTink[e] 3if hem lest* 

fful of[te] a day han J>ise thybeanes two 

To-gidere mette and wroujf eche oper woo 2624 

Vnhorsed haj> eche opere of hem twey 

pel was no tigre in vale of Galgopleye 

Whan hii* whelpe is stole whan if is lite 

So cruel on pe hunte as is Arcite 2628 

flTor lelons hert* vpon pis Palamofl 

Ke in Belmerie pet is so felle a liofL 

)}at* hunted is or for his hunger wode 

Ne of his pray desirejj so pe bloode 2632 

As Palamon to sclee his foo Arcite 

pe lelous strokes on her helmes bite 

Out rennej) blood of boJ> her sides rede 

Somtyme an ende )>er is on euery dede 2636 

ffor or pe sonne vnto pe reste went* 

j>e Stronge king* Emetnus gan henf 

Tlus Palamon as he fau3t* wij) Arcite 

And made his swerde depe in his flessha bite 2640 

And by [the] force of xx** is he take 

Yn^olden and drowen to pe stake 
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And in fe Eescowe of piB Palamoil 

The stronge king* ligurge is bom dot^n 2644 

And kinge Emetnus for al his grete strength 

Is born ouf of his sadel his swerdes length 

So hif hym Palamon er he were take 

But* al for nou^f he was brou3f to pe stake 2648 

His hardy herte may hym helpe nou3f 

He mote abide whan ];at* he is ykau3t* 

By force and eke by composicidn 

Who sorowejj now but* woful Palamon 2652 

They mote no more go ageyn to fi3t* 

And whan ])af he had sene ];at* si3t* 

He cried Hoo no more for if is doii rieaf S7, uck] 

Ne noon shal lenger to his felawe gon 2656 

I wil be trewe luge and not* partie 

Arcite of Thebes shal haue Emelye 

That* by his fortune h&p hii' faire wonnen 

Anon J)er is a vois of puple by-gonne 2660 

£for loie of pis so loude and high wi)>-alle 

It semed )>at* pe listes shulden falle 

What* can nowe faire Venus do aboue 

What* seij) she now what* doJ> J>is queue of loue 2664 

But wepe}> so for wanting* of her wille 

Til ])af her teeres in J)e listes fille 

She seide I am ashamed doutelees 

Satumus seide doughtei* hold ]>i pees 2668 

Mars ha)> his wil his knyght* hsLp al his bone 

And by myne hede ];ou shalt* be esed sone 

The trompours wij> pe loude mynstndsie 

The harawdes J>af ful loude 3elle and crye 2672" 

Bene in her wele for loie of daun arcyte 

But* harkene)> me and stints vois a lite 

Swiche a myracle J>er bifelle anon 

This ferce Arcite ha]) of his helme ydoil 2676 

And on a courcere forto shew his face 

He prikkc]) endelonge pe large place 
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Loking* ypward ynto Emelye 

And she a^ein him cast* a frendly ye 2680 

ffor wommen as to speken in comune 

Thei fdowen al fe fauour of fortune 

And was al his [in] chere as in his herte 

Oaf of pe grounde a fyre Infernal sterte 2684 

f&om Pluto sent*, at pe request* of Satumo 

ffor which his hors for fere gan to tume 

And lepe a-side and foundred as he lepe 

And or )mf Arcyte may taken kepe 2688 

He pighf him on ])e pomel of his heued 

pai in J^e place he laie as he were dede 

His brest* to-brost6 wij) his sadel bowe Omtss] 

As blak he lay as eny cole or crowe 2692 

So was fe blood yronne in his face 

Anon he was [y]brou3f out* of pe place 

"Wi}> herte sore vnto Theseus palays 

po was he coruen out* of his hamays 2696 

And in a bedde ybrou3t ful faire and blyue 

ffor he was jit* in memorie and on lyue 

And alway crying* after emelie 

Duke Theseus wip al his companye 2700 

Is commen home to Athenes Cite 

TVlth alle blisse and grete solempnite 

Al be it* ]}at* pia auenture is falle 

He wolde not* discomforte[n] hem alle 2704 

Men seide eke ];at* Arcide shuld not* dye 

He shal be heled of his maladye 

And of ano])er J)inge ])ei were as fayne 

p&V of hem alle ]}er nas no man slayne 2708 

Al were J)ei sore ybete and namely oil 

p&if vnp a spere was J^relled po brest boik 

Two oyer woundes and two broken armes 

Somme had salue and some had charmes 2712 

ffermacies of erbes and eke saue 

J)ei dronken for fei wold her lyues haue 
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ffor wliicti J)is noble duke as he wel can 

ConforteJ) and honoure)> euery man 2716 

And made Eeuel al fe longe ny^t* 

Vnto J)e straimge lordes as it was n^V 

Ne Jjere was holdo no discomforture 

[ 2720 

no gap in the MS,] 

ffor fallinge is by an awenture 

Ne to be lad by force vnto a stake 

Vn^olden and wip xxV kny3tes take 2724 

A persone alon wij) ante moo 

And haried for]) by arme fote and too 

And eke his stede diyven forj) wit^ staues 

With fote men boj) jemen and [eke] knaues 2728 

It was aretted him no vilanye HM^Miteck] 

Jjer may no man clepe[n] it* cowardye 

ffor whiche a-non duke Theseus lete ciye 

To stynten al rancour and [al] envie 2732 

Gree pei as wel of on side as of o])er [ms. p^ " ont/f} 

And ei)>er side ylike as o])eres bro]>er 

And 3af hem 3iftes after her degre 

And fulli heelde a feesta daies )>ree - 2736 

And conueyed fe kingges wor^ly 

Ouf of his toune a loume largely 

And home wenf euery man J>e ri3t[e] way 

j>er was no more buf fare wel <S? haue good day 2740 

% Of J)is bataille I wil no more endite 

Buf speke of Palamon and of Arcyte 

Swellejj fe brest* of Arcyte and J>e sore 

Encrese]; af his herte more and more 2744 

The clotered blood for eny leche craff 

Corrumpe]; and is in his body laff 

J}af noijjer veyn[e] blood ne ventowsinge 

Ne drinke of herbes may be [him] helpinge 2748 

By vertue expulsif or anymatt 

flBpo }>ilk[e] vertu cleped naturalt 
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Ne may fe venyme voide ne expelle 

The pipes of his longges gan to swell 2752 

And euery lacert* in his herf adoun 

Is shenf wij) venyme and comipcioMn 

Hym Geynejj nei}>er forto gete his lif 

Vomyte vpwaixJ ne dounwardl laxatif 2756 

Al is to-brosten thilk[e] region 

Mature haj) no domimLcion 

And certeinly J>er nature wil nof wirche 

fGarewel Phisik go here fe man to chirche 2760 

This is att and some ]}at* Arcita most* die 

ffor which he sende)> after Emelie 

And Palamon his cosyne deie 

paxL seide he pus as ^e shal after here 2764 

Nof may my woful spirite in myn hert* yeaf s»] 

Declare a poynf of my sorowes smerf 

To jou my lady J>af I loue raoste 

But* I biquei^ pe seruise of my gooste 2768 

To 30a abouen eueiy creature 

Si|) )>at* my lif[e] may no lenger dure 

Alias pe woo alias >e peynes stronge 

psA? I for 30U haue suffred and so longe 2772 

Alas pQ dej)e alas myn Emelie 

Alas departinge of our companye 

Alas my hertes queue alas my lief wif 

Myn hertes lady endere of my lif 2776 

Whaf is pe world whaf axen men to haue 

Now wiJ) his loue nowe in his cold[e] graue 

Allone wiJ) oute[n] eny companye 

ffare wel my foo faro wel myfi Emely 2780 

And softe take me in joure [armes] twey 

ffor loue of god herkene]) what* I seie 

I haue here wi]; my Cosyn Palamon 

Had stnf and rancoure mony day agoil 2784 

ffor loue of 30U and for my lelousie 

And lubiter so wis my soule gye 
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To speken of a seruaunt* proprely 

Wi}> circumstaunces al trewly 2788 

J}at* is to seyn troutH. honure and kny3thede 

Wisdom humblesse estat and high kynrede 

firedom and al ];af longe]; to ])af art* 

So lubiter haue on my soulo part* 2792 

As in ])is worlde ri3f now know I none 

So worjji to be biloued as Palamon 

J}af seruejj 30U and wil do. al his liff 

And if fat 30 shal euer bene a wif 2796 

£foT3ete not* Palamon fe gentile man 

And wij) J>af worde his speche faile bygan 

£foT &om his fete vnto fe hert* was come 

pe coldo of dep pat had him ouercome 2800 

And 3if more ouer for in his armes twoo Qatf », Uok] 

fe v[i]tal strength is lost* and al ago 

Only J>e intellecte wij> oute more 

p&V dwelled in his herte sik and sore 2804 

Gan failen whan pe herte felte dei£ 

Dusken his eyen two and failejj bre|>e 

Buf on his lady 3it cast he his ye 

His laste word was mercy Emelye 2808 

His spirit* chaimged hens and went[e] p&re 

As I cam neuere I can not< telle where 

Therfor I stint* I am no dyvynystre 

Of sooles fynde I not* in ])i8 registers 2812 

Ne me ne list* filk opynyons to telle 

Of hem J)0U3e J>at fei writen wher J>ei dwelle 

Arcite is coldo ))at* mars his soule gye 

Now wil I speken for}> of emely 2816 

Shrite Emely an halowen Palamon 

And Theseus his sustei' toke anon 

Swownyng* and bar hii* iBro his cours away 

What* helpej) it* vs to tarien forf J>e day 2820 

To tellen howe she wepte boJ> euen and morowe 

ffor in suche caas wommen han siiche sorowe 
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Whan fat* her hnsbondos bene fro hem a-goo 

[That] ffor Jje more parte fei sorowen soo 2824 

Or ellis fallen in sucli Maladie 

J>at* af f e laste certeynly poi die 

Infinite hannes bene and eke J>e teeres 

Of olde folk and folk of tendere ^eres 2828 

In alt pe toun for deth of fis Thebean 

ffor him J>er wepen boJ)[e] child and man 

So grete weping* was fer [non] certayn 

Whan Ector was [yjbrou^t* and fressli ysclayfi 2832 

To Troy alias fe pite J>af was J>ere 

Cracching* of chekes renting* eke of here 

Whi woldest* fou be dede fise wommen crie 

And haddesf gold ynoghe and emelye 2836 

No man myghf glade Theseus iieaf 4o] 

Sauyng* his olde fadere Egeus 

That* knewe J>is worldes transmutacio?m 

As he had sene it* vp and doun 2840 

loie after woo and woo aftere gladnesse 

And shewe}> hem ensample and liknesse 

Ri^f as J>er dyed neuer man quod he 

|>af he ne lyued in erfo m som degro 2844 

Rijt* so ther lyued neuere man he seide 

In al J>is world J^at* somtyme he ne deyed 

Jjifl world is nou^t* but* a Jjorght* fare ful of woo 

And we bene pilgrymes passing* to and froo 2848 

Dep is an ende of eueiy worldly sore 

And ouer al pia ^it seide he mychel more 

To J>is effecte ful wisely to enhorte 

pe puple ])at J)ei . hem shul recomforte 2852 

Duke Theseus wij) al his bisy Cure 

TasteJ) nowe where faf pe sepulture 

Of good Arcite may best* ymaked be 

And eke most* honurable of degre 2856 

And atte last* he toke conclusion 

That* per as first* Arcite and Palamon 
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Had for loue J>e bataile hem bitwene 

fat in J>e self groue swete and grene 2860 

))er as he had his Amerous desires 

His compleynt* and for loue his hole fires 

He wold[e] make a fire in which fe office 

ffuneral he myjf hem att complice 2864 

He lete anon comaunde to hakke and hewe 

J>e okes olde and leye hem on a rewe 

In colpons wel araied forto brenne 

His Officers vfi\h swift[e] fote thei renne 2868 

And ri3t* anon at* his comaundement* 

And afbere Theseus ha]; ysent 

Aftere a beei' and it* al ouer spradde 

WiJ> cloj) of gold the ricchesf J>af he hadde 2872 

And of J>e same sute he closer Arcite [ie*f 4o, imck] 

Vpon his hondes [were] his gloues white 

Eke on his hede a croune of laurere grene 

And in his hand a swerde ful bri3f and kene 2876 

He laide him bare J>e visage vnto J?e here 

Ther wi}> he wepto |>at* pite was to hero 

And for |>e puple shulda sene liym alt 

Whan if was daie he brou3f h^-m to J)e halt 2880 

J)af roref of fe one and of fe sorowe sone 

J>oo gan J>is woful Thebean Palamon 

WiJ) flotery bercJ and ruggy asshy heres 

In clojjes blake dropped al wif teeres 2884 

And passing oJ>er of weping* Emelie 

She rewfullesf of al J>e companye 

In as moche as |>e seruyse shuld be 

fe more noble and riche in his degre 2888 

Duke Theseus lete for}> ))e stedes bringe 

That* trapped were in steel al gliteringe 

And keuered wif |>e armes of Dame Arcite r«r Daimi 

Vppon Jjise stedes grete and white 2892 

Ther stoden folk of which oon bare his sheelde 

Ano]>er his spere vpon his hondes helde 
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The iij. bare wij) him bowe turkeys 

Of brent* gold was fe caas and eke fe hameys 2896 

And riden for]) a paas wi|> sory chere 

Towardes fe groue as 30 shul aftei' here 

The noblest* of pe Grekes J>af J>er were 

Vpon her shulders cariden J>e here 2900 

Wi)> 8clak[e] paas and yen rede and wete 

J^orgh out J>e Cite by fe maister strete 

])at sprad was al wij) blak and wonder hye 

Ki3t of J)e same is pe strete ywrie 2904 

Vpon pe Ri3t honde wenf olde Egeus 

And on p&i? oper side Duke Theseus 

Wij) vesselles in her hondes of gold ful fyne 

Al ful of hony. mylk. [and] blood, ami wyne 2908 

Eke Palamon with ful grete company e [leaf 41] 

And aftere J>at« come woofid Emelie 

WiJ) fire in hand as was J>af time J^e Gyse 

To do pe office of funeral seruise 2912 

High labour / and ful grete apparaillinge 

Was at* pe seruyse and at* pe fire makinge 

That* wiJ) his grene top pe heuene raught 

And xx^ fadmes in brede pe armes raught* 2916 

This is to seine pe bowes were so brode 

Of strawe first for was leide mony a lode 

But* howe pe fire was maked vp[on] hi^f 

"Ne eke pe names howe pe trees hi3t* 2920 

As Oke. fir. birch, asp. alder. £lme. popelere. 

Wilowe. holme, playn. assh. box. Chesteyn* bynd. laure. 

MapeL Jome. becche. ewe. hasett. wypultre. 

How ))ei were felled shal not* be tolde for me 2924 

Ne howe pe goddes ronnen vp and doun 

Disherites of her habitacioun 

In whiche ];ei wonden in rest* and pees 

l^ymphes. ffawnes and amadries 2928 

Ne howe pe beestes ne pe briddes alle 

fiiedden for fere whan ])ei were falle 
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Ke howe J>e grounde agaat* was of pe U^V 

That* was not* wonte to se pe sonne bri3t« 2932 

Ne how J>e fire was couched first wi]j stre 

And pan wi]) drie stikkes clouen a pree 

And }>an wi]j grene wode and spicerie 

And J)an wi)> clo))e of goldl and [ynp] penie 2936 

And Garlondes honging* wi)> mony a flourd 

The myn' }>ensence with swete odoure 

No how arcite lay among* al pia 

"Ne what* richesse aboute his body is 2940 

Ke howe Emely as was pe Gise 

Put* in pe fire of funeral seruise 

Ne howe she swowned whan made was pe fire 

Ne what* she spak ne what* was her desire 2944 

Ne what* lelous men in pe fire cast* iiaaf 4i, incfta 

Whan ];at pe fire was grete and brents fast* 

Nowe howe some cast* her sheelde and some her spere 

And of her vestementes which J>ei were 2948 

And Coppes ful of mylke and wyne and blood 

Into pe fire J>at* brent* as it* were wode 

Ne howe pe greges wij> an huge route 

Thnse riden al pe fire aboute 2952 

Vpon pe lift* honde wij> a loude shoutinge 

And thries wi)> her speres clateringe 

And thries how pe ladise gan crie 

Ne howe fat* lad was homwarcl Emely 2956 

Ne how arcyte is brent* in asshen coldd 

Ne how pe liche-wake was [y]holde 

Al fat* nyghf ne howe pe Grekes pleye 

The wake-plaies kepe I not* to seie 2960 

Who wrastelef best* naked with oile anoynf 

Ne who [that] bare him best* in no dysioynt* 

I wil not* tellen aft howe fei [ben] gone 

Home til Athenes whan pe play is done 2964 

But* shortely to pe point* fan wil I wende 

And mako[n] of my longe tale an ende 
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By processe and by length of 3eres 

Al stints is fe moz/rnyng and fe teeres 2968 

Of Greges by oon general assent* 

Than semed me fei was a parlement* 

At* Athenes vpon a certeyn point* aiid caas 

And amonge pointes [ther] y spoken waas 2972 

To haue wij? certeyn contrees alliance 

And haue of Thebeanes fully obeisafice 

ffor which this noble theseus anon 

Lete sende[n] after gentUe Palamon 2976 

Vnwisf of him what* was f e cause and whi 

But* in his blake clo)>es sorowfully 

He come at* his comaundement in hie 

Tho sente Theseus for Emelye 2980 

Whan ];at* fei were sette and huyst* was al ];e place OmT 42] 

And Theseus abiden ha]> ]>e space 

Or eny worde come fro his wise brest* 

His yen sette he J>er hym lest* 2984 

And such a sad visage he sighed stille 

And after fat ri3t* ))us he seide his wille 

The firsts mouer of Je cause aboue 

Whan he first* made J>e faire cheyn) of loue 2988 

Gret was ];e effecte and high was his entenf 

Wei wist* he why and what* Jerof he ment* 

flPor wij> J>at* faire cheyne of loue he bonde 

The fuyre. fe. Eire pe water and pe londe 2992 

In certeyn boondes J>at* J>ei may not* flee 

That* same prince and ];at* same mouer quod he 

Ha]7 stablesshed in fia wrecched world adoun 

Certeyn days and Dominacioun 2996 

To al )>at* is engendred in ^is place 

Ouer Je whiche day Jei may not pace 

Al mowe pei jit* pe daies abregge 

Ther nys noon autorite to legge 3000 

flfor it* is proued by experience 

But* that* me lust* declare my sentence 
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Than may men by J>is order dlsceme 

That Jjilk mouer stable is and eteme 3004 

Wei may men knowe but* it* be a fool 

Thaf euery part* darrayueth fro his hool 

flfor nature ha]j not* taken his bygynnyng* 

Of no partie or of catel of no ]>mff 3008 

But* oon finge p&if parfit is and stable 

Descendinge so til it* be corruptable 

And f erfore of his wise purueaunce 

He ha J) so wel bysette his ordynawnce 301 2 

])at* specifie of ))ingges and progressiones 

Shullen endure by successiones 

And not* etome wif oute eny lye 

This maisf J)ou vnderstond awe? see atte ye 3016 

Lo the Oke ];at* hath so longe a norshinge [leaf 42, Udc] 

ffro J?e tyme J^at* it bygynnejj furst* to springe 

And ha)> so longe a lif as 3e may se 

Jif at« }je laste waasted is ]>e tree 3020 

CousidereJ) eke howe fat* fe herde stone 

Vnder our fete on which we treden and gone 

Jit* .3. waste)) if as it* lith in J^e way 

J)e Brode Ryuer somtyme wexej> dray 3024 

Je grete townes so wide wane and wende 

Than fe see J>at* al fis })ing* haf ende 

And man and womman so we wil also 

That* nedej) in oon of J>e teermes twoo 3028 

J>at* is to sayn in youjje or ellis in age 

He mote be dede fe kinge as wel as page 

Some in his bed some in ]>e depe see 

Some in fe large felde as je may see 3032 

Ther helpe]) noujt* al gof fat* ilk waye 

Jan may I seie J>at* al fis fing* wil deye 

What* make]; fis but* lubiter J^e king* 

))at* is prince and cause of al ];ing* 3036 

Couerting* al vnto his propre wille 

ffrom which it is darreyude sof to telle 
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Aud here agayne no creature on lyue 

Of no degre availlej) forto stryue 3040 

Than is it* wisdome as ))enke)> me 

To make vertue of necessite 

And take if wel Jaf we may not* eschew 

And namely f&if . ))at* to vs att is dwe 3044 

And who so grucchej) ou3t* he do)) foly 

And rebett is to him f&t al may gye 

And certeynly a man h&f most* honour 

To dyen in his excellence and floui* 3048 

Whan he is siker of his good name 

])an ha]) he done his frende ne hym no shame 

And gladdei^ au3t / his frende . ben of his deth 

Whan wij? honoui* y3olden is vp f e breeth 3052 

Than whan his name appalled is for age Deaf ^] 

ffor al for3eten is his vassalage 

Than is J>e best* as for a worfi fame 

To dyen whan he is best* of name 3056 

The Contrarie of al fis is wilfulnesse 

Why grucche we whi haue we heuynesse 

That* goode Arcite of Chyualre fe floui* 

Departed is wiJ) dwete and wif honoui* 3060 

Out* of fe foule pWson of f\a liflf 

Whi grucchen here his cosyn and his wiflf 

Of his welfare J>at* loue)) hem so wel 

Can he hem ))onk. nay god wote neuer a dett 3064 

That* bo]) his soule and eke hem [self] ofifende 

And 3it* pei mowe not* hir lustes amende 

What* may conclude of Jis longe serie 

But* after woo I rede vs be merie 3068 

And ])anken lubiter of al his grace 

And or we departen firom Jis place 

I rede we made of sorowes twoo 

Oo parfite loie lasting* euermoo 3072 

And loke nowe wher most* sorowe is hei' Inne 

])er at* wil I furst* bygynne 
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Siuster quod he ])is is my ful assent* 

WiJ) aft thaues here of my parlement* 3076 

That* Gentile Palamon 30111 owne knyg3t* 

j>af seraej) 30U wij) wille herte and my^f 

And euer ha)> do sij^en 3e first* hym knewe 

fat* 3e shal of 30UTe grace vpon hym rewe 3080 

And taken [hym] for husbonde and for lord 

Lene me 3oure honde for )>is is our accord 

Lete se nowe of 30ure womanly pite 

He is a kingges brofer sone parde 3084 

And ))0U3e he be a poor bachilei' 

SiJ) he ha]} serued 30U so mony a 3ere 

And had for 30U so grete aduersite 

If most* be considered leue)) me 3088 

ffor gentel Mercy ou3t* to passen ri3t* [i«>f«,bnck] 

Than seide he )>us to Palamon )>e kny3t* 

I trowe fere nede litel sermonynge 

To make 30U assente to fis finge 3092 

CoTwme]) nere and take]) 30ure lady by fe honde 

Bytwix hem two was made anofi fe bonde 

fat* hi3te Matnmoyne or manage 

By att f e counsaile and [the] baronage 3096 

And f us wif al[le] blisse and melodye 

Haf Palamon ywedded Emelye 

And god fat al f is world haf wrou3f 

Send hym his loue fat* haf if dere bou3f 3100 

ffor nowe is Palamon in al[le] wele 

Lyuynge in al blisse in ricches and in hele 

And Emely him louef so tenderly 

And he hii' senief so gentely 3104 

Was neuei' no worde hem bitwene 

Of lelousie or eny of er tene 

Thus endef fe tale of Palamon and Emelye 

And god saue al fis faire companye 3108 

f Here endef f e knyghtes tale 
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& here bygnne^ 
]ye Prologe of fe IQlleres tale 
IT The Prologe 

fhan ))at* fe knyght* had fus his tale told 
In al the companye nas ^er ^onge ne olde 
p&i? he ne seide if was a noble stone 
And wor])i to be drawe in memorie 3112 

And namely the gentels euerechofl 
Our hooste loughe and swore so mot* I gofl 
This go]} a ri^t* vnbokeled is pe male 
Laf se nowe who shal telle anoj^ere tale 3116 

ffor trewly fe game is wel bygonne 
Now telle^ 30 sii' monke ^if 30 conne 
Somwhat to quyte vrip fe knyghtes tale 
The MUlei' ^af for^ronke was al pale 3120 

So ))af ynne];es vppon his hors he satte 
He wold ayaile nei))e hode ne hatte 

Ke abide no man for his curtesie [leaf u] 

But* in Pilates vois he bygan to crie 3124 

And swore by armes blode and bones 
I can a noble tale for fe nones 
WiJ) J>e which I wil now quyte ^e kny3tes tale 
Oui' [hooste] seghe paV he was dronke of ale 3128 

And seide abide Robyn leue brothei* 
Somme better man shal telle ys first* ano^i* 
Abide and [let] us wirche thriftely 

By goddes soule quod he f&t wil not* I 3132 

ffor I wil speke or elHs go my way 
Our hooste answerd! seye on a deuel way 
Thou arte a fool fi witt* is oueicommen 
Now harkene^ quod ^e myllere al and som 3136 

IT But* first* I make a protestaciotm 
])at* I am dronke I knowe if by my sotm 
And ^rfore 3if I mysspeke or say 

Wite it* fQ Ale of suthwerk I 30U pray 3140 
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ffor I will telle a legend and a liff 

BoJ> of a Carpenter' and [of] his wiff 

How psiif a clerke reft* the wri^tes cappe 

The reue answerd and seide stint* of pi clappe 3144 

Laf be )yi lewde dronken harlotrie 

If is a synne and eke a grete folye 

To appeyren eny man or hym diffame 

And eke to bringe wives in sucti name 3148 

))ow maist* ynowe of o)yer pmggea seine 

pia dronken Millere spake ful sone ageyfi 

And seide leue bio])er oswalde 

Who h&p no wif . is no kukwold 3152 

Buf I seie not* perfor J)af J>ou art oofl 

Ther ben fnl good[e] wyues mony ofl 

[ 

no gap in tJie MS."] 3156 

Whi arf J)ou angry wij> my tale nowe 

I haue a wi£f parde as wel as )you/ 

Jit* nolde I for pe oxen in my plogh 

Take vpon me more pan ynogh 3160 

As demen of my seluen p&V I were oone liMf ii^iiMk] 

I wil bylieue Jjaf J>af I am none 

An husbond shxdd not* be inquesitif 

Of goddes prinete ne of his wif 3164 

So he may finde goddes foyson pete 

Of pe remenant* nede]) nat* to enqnere 

What* shnld I more seie but* pe MiUere 

He nyl his wordes for no man for-bere 3168 

But* tolde his Chirles tale in his manere 

Me foTpeukep paV I shal reherce it here 

And )yerfore euery gentil wijt* I preie 

Deme]) not* for goddes loue ptiif I seie 3172 

Of euel entenf but* for I mote reherce 

Her tales alle be fei better* or wors/ 

Or ellis fals somen of my matere 

And ^ifore who list* it* not* here 3176 
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Tome oner ])e lief and chese ajioper tale 

ffor 30 shul fynde ynow grete and smale 

Of historial pmge p&V touche)) gentilnease 

And eke moralite and holynesse 3180 

Blame not* me ^if ])af ye chese amys 

The Millere is a cheerle ^e knowe wel ])is 

So was the Eeue eke and other moo 

And harlotrie pei told bo)y twoo 3184 

Avise 3on and put* me out* of blame 

And eke men shal not* make emest* of game 

Thus ende]) pe prologe. 

[No break in the MS.\ 
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And here by- 
gynne]) pe Millers Tale. 
irVarracio 

fhilom f&r was dwelling* in Ozenford 
A riche gnof ]>at* gestes helde to bord 3188 

And of his craft* he was a Caipentei' 
Wif him pet was dwelling* a pore scolere 
Had lemed arte but* al his fantasie 

Was turned forto lere Astrologie 3192 

And cowde a certeyn of conclusions 
To demen by interrogacions . 

3if ])at* men axed him incerteyn houres iiemf 46] 

Whan fa,V men shuld haue drou^te of shouies 3196 

Or 3if men axed him what* shuld byfalle 
Of euery Jing* I may not* rekne alle 
This tale was cleped hende Nicholas 
Of deme loue and priue solas 3200 

And ]}erto he was sclegh and ful pnue 
And liche to a maiden meke to see 
A chambre had he in ]}at* ostelrie 

Allone wi^ut* eny companye 3204 

fful fetisf dighf wip herbes swote 
And he hym self as swete as is ]>e rote 
Of licorace or ony sytuale 

His abnagisf and bokes grete and smale 3208 

His aster-laboiure longinge for his arte 
HiB awgryme stones layen ful faire aparte 
On shelues couched at his beddes heuede 
His presse ykeuered wip a falding* rede 3212 

And al aboue ])er lay a gay sautrie 
On which he made on nyghtes melodye 
8o swetely ]}at* al pe chambre ronge 
And angelus ad virginem he songe 3216 

And after ]}at* he songe pQ kingges note 
fful ofte blessed was his mery J>rote 
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And fua ^ swete Clerk* his tyme spente 

Aftere his firendes fynding* and his rente 3220 

This Carpentere had wedded newe a wiff 

Which )yaf he loned more pan his liff 

Of xviy. 3ere she was of age 

lelons he was and kept* hii' streit* in cage 3224 

ffor she was wily and yonge and he was olde 

And demed hym self to he like a Cukwolde 

He knewe not* Caton for his wit* is rude 

p&V had man shuldf wedde his similitade 3228 

Men shul wedde aftere her estate 

ffor ^oxipe and elde is off at* dehate 

But sith he was fallen in J^e snare [to«f 43, back] 

He most* enduren as o]}er folk his care 3232 

fiEisdr was pia yonge wif and J^er wif att 

As eny wesett her hody gent* and smalt 

A seynt* she wered harred al of silk* 

A harmeclo])e as white as mom[e] mylk* 3236 

Vpon her lendes fol of mony a gore 

White was hir smok* and enhrauded al hyfore 

And eke he-hinde on her colei' ahoute 

Of Cole-hlak silk* with-Inne and eke wi]H)ate 3240 

The tapes of hii* white volipere 

Were of pe same sute of hir coler^ 

Hii' Philett hrode of silk and sette ful hie 

And sikerly she had a lykerous ye 3244 

fful smal ypulled were her hrowes twoo/ 

And ]k)0 were hent* and hlake as eny sloo/ 

She was more hlisful on to se 

^an is ye newe Perient* tree 3248 

And softer ]}an ]>e wolt is of eij^ei' 

And hy hii* girdel henge a purs of ledei' 

Taashed wip silk and perled with latoun 

In al ))i8 worlde to seke vp and doun 3252 

Ther nys no man so wise ))at* cou]}e ]yenclie 

So gay a popelot* or [such] a wenche 
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firil bri^t* was the shynyng* of her hwe 

Than in pe toure ])e noble foiged newe 3256 

But* of her songe it* was as londe and ^eme 

As cny swalowe sittinge on a beeme 

))erto she cou])e skippe and make a game 

As eny kid or calf folowing* his dame 3260 

Her mou])e was swete as braket or meth 

Or horde of apples leide in hay or hetli 

Wynsinge she was as is a loly colt 

Longe as a mast* and vpward as a bolt* 3264 

A broche she bare on her lone colei* 

As brode as is ])e boos of a bokelere 

Her shoes were laised on her legges hie [Imtm] 

She was a Primerott a Pigges nye 3268 

ffor eny lorde to liggen in his bedde 

Or 3it* for eny [good] ^eman to wedde 

Kow sii' and eft* six' . and so bifelle pQ caas 

Tliat* on a day ])is Leende Nicholas / 3272 

ffelle wi]) ])is yonge wif forto rage and play 

While fat* her husbonde was at* osenay 

As clerkes bene ful subtile and ful queynte 

And prively he kau3t* hui* by J)e queynte 3276 

And seide ywis but* I haue my wille 

ffor deeme loue of ])e lemman I spOle 

And helde hure fast* by pe haunche bonys 

And seide lemman my wilt at* onys 3280 

Or I wil die as god me saue 

And she spronge as a colt* in traue 

And wif her hede sche wried fast* away 

She saide I wil not* kisse f e by my fay 3284 

Wy labbe quod she latt be Nicholas 

Or I wil crie out* harowe and alas 

Do way ^oure hondes for ^our curtesie 

This Nicholas gan mercy forto crie 3288 

And spake so faire and profred him ful fast 

)>at* she her loue graimted hym atte last* 
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And swoor hii' oo])e by seinf Thamas of kenf 

That* she wolde bene at* his comaundement^ 3292 

Whan p&V she may hii' laizere wel aspie 

Myn husbonde is so fol of lelonsie 

J)at* but* )e waite wele and by prive 

I woote ri3t* wel I ne am but* dede quod she 3296 

3e mote be ful deemo as in ]}is caas 

Nay J)erof care 30U not* quod Nicholaas 

A Clerk has li]>erly bysette his while 

But* ^if he cou])e a carpentei' b^ile 3300 

And ))us pei acoided and swome 

To awaite a tyme as I haue seide biforfi 

Whan Nicholas had doA pus euery dele [iMf 46, i»ck] 

And twakked her aboute pe lendes welle 3304 

He kisse]) her swete and take]) his sautrie 

And pleie]) fast* and make)y melodye 

))an fiUe it ))us ]}at to pe panssh chirche 

Gristes werkes for to wirche 3308 

This good wif went* vpon an halyday 

Hii' forhede shoon as bri^f as eny day 

So was if waBshe whan she left* her werk* 

Kow was ]>ere of pQ chirc& a parissK clerk 3312 

pe which was clex)ed absalofi 

Crulle was his heei' and as pe golde shone 

And strouted as [a] fanne large and brode 

fiful streite and euene laie his loly shode 3316 

His rudde was rede his eyen grey as goos 

WiJ) Powles wyndowes corven in his shoos 

In hosen rede he went« fetisly 

I-clad he was ful smal and proprely 3320 

Al in a kirtel of light* wagett 

fPol faire and pUske ben pe poyntes sette 

And ]yer-ypon he had [a] gay surplise 

As white as is })e blossom on [the] rise 3324 

A mery child he was so god me saue 

Wel coude he late blood [and] clippe and shaue 
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And make a cbaiteie of londe or a quytatmce 

In zx^ maners coude he trippe and daonce 3328 

After the scole of Oxenforde ]k)o 

And wip his legges casten to and firoo 

And pleyen songes on a small rybibe 

Some he songe a loude quynybe 3332 

As as wel coude he pley on a gyteird 

In al ^e towne nas brewhons ne taueril 

))at he ne viset* wip his solas 

pet eny gailerd tapstei' was 3336 

But* soth to sayn he was somdele squeymoos 

Of fartinge and of speche daungerous 

This Absolon ]}at* was loly and gay limtii} 

Go)y wip a sensure on pe sonday 3340 

Sensinge pe wyues of J^e parissh fast* 

And mony a lonely loke on hem he cast* 

And namely on pe Carpentein wiff 

To loke on hyi' him ^ou^f a mery lifif 3344 

She was so propre . swete . atid likerous 

I dar wel say and she had be a mous 

And he a Catf he wold hire hent* anon 

This parissli clerk* piB loly absolofi 3348 

Ha]) in his herte such a loue longynge 

That* of no wiff toke he non offringe 

For curtesie he seide he wolde none 

The mone whan it* was ny3t* bri3f shone 3352 

And absolon his gitem ha)y [i]take 

For paramours he ]K)U3t6 forto wake 

And foTpe he gop lelous and amerous 

Til he come to pe Carpenter[e]8 hous 3356 

A litel aftere pe Cok* had ycrowe 

And dressed hym ynder a shette wyndowe 

That* was vpon pe Carpenter[e]s walle 

He singe]} in his vois gentile and smalle 3360 

Now dere lady ^if pi wil be 

I prei 30U pat* 30 wil rewe on me 
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Fnl wtL a oc ajdlu g* to kk ghemr^^ 

Tbs CopaiSeR ft-voke and bo^ Iltw sti^ ^364 

And ^nke t&so liii vif and aeide a»A 

Hilar alisoQ beresr ^ nor Abei^kA 

^■r ciiaszixe^ fta TZkktv our boom wm& 

And dbe ansvErd her hiKsbonJ yer wif aS 336S 

$• god vole I<^n I here iP efiezr dele 

}bm pMse^ faxf vbar wil ^ tiian but w^ 

ibo daj- to day fia lolj abeolod 

So wowe^bm )at* bym 'wias woo-bjgoA 33Td 

He wake^ al ^ iiT3f and al fe da j 

He kembe^ bis lockcs biode and made Lent gaj 

He wowe^ bii' by menes and brocage :\mi ctedi 

And ffwoor be wolde bene ber wne page ^76 

He Sjnge^ brokking* as a nyi^tjngale 

He sent* ber pjrment* Metbe and spised ale 

And wafres pyping bote out* of ^ glode 

And to bii' often be profered mede 5380 

ffor some wil be wonnen for riccbes 

And some for strokes and some for gentilnesse 

Somtyme to sbewe bis ligbtnesse and maisstrie 

He pleietb berawdes Tpon a scaffold bie 3384 

Bat what* availle)y bim as in ])is caas 

So loaeth she pis bende Nicbolaas 

Tbaf Absolon may blawe pe hxike borfl 

He ne bad for bis labour but* a scorft 3388 

And pus sbe make]) absolon ber Ape 

Al bis eomest tumep but* to a lape 

ffor so)ye pis prouerbe if is no lye 

Men seien pus alway pe nj^ie sclie 3302 

Make)) pe feer loue to be loth 

ffor )>ou3e )yat* absolon be wode or wroth 

By cause ^af be fer was from ber si^t* 

Tbis Ni^td Nicholas stode in his li^t* 3396 

Nowe bere ^ou wel thou bende Nicholas/ 

ffor absolon may waille and mnge alias 
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And 80 by-felle it* on a Saterday 

This Carpentere was gone to Osnay 3400 

And hende Nicholas and Alisoii 

Accorded were to )yis conclusiofl 

pQ.V Nicholas shal shapen hym a wile 

This sely lelous husbonde to begile 3404 

And if so be ])0 game went* a ri^f 

She shnlde sclepe in his arme al ])af ny^t* 

For pis [was] his desire and hers also 

And ri3t* anon wi]K>ute wordes moo/ 3408 

This Nicholas no lenger wold tarie 

But* do]) ful softe into his chamber carie 

Both mete and drinke for a daye or tweye PMf 48} 

And to hii' husbonde bad hii' for to seie 3412 

If paif he asked after Nicholas 

She shnlde seie she nyst* not* wher he was 

Of al ))at* day she see hym not* wi]) ye 

She trowed )yat* he was in maladye 3416 

fifor no crie her maide can calle 

He nolde answere for nou^f that* may bifalle 

This passe]) for]) al pe Saterday 

That* Nicholas stille in his bed lay 3420 

And ete and slepte and [dede] what* hym lest^ 

Til sonday p&V pe sonne go]) to rest* 

This sely Carpentei' ha)) grete mervaile 

Of Nicholas or what* ])ing* my^t* hym aile 3424 

And saide I am a-drad by seynt* Thomas 

It* stondeth not* a-ri3f wi)) Nicholas 

Grod shilde fat* he deyed sodenily 

This world is nowe ful tikil sikerly 3428 

I seghe to-day a coors bom to chirche 

That* now on monday I segh fast* wirche 

Go yp quod he to his knaue anofi 

Clepe at* his door or knokke wi]) a stofl 3432 

Loke howe it* is and telle me boldely 

))is knaue went* him vp ful sturdely 
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And at* the Chamber door while )kzt he stode 

He cried an knokked as he were wode 3436 

Whaf howe what* do ^e maist^ Nicholay 

Howe may ^e sclopen al pia longe day 

But al for nou^f he herd neuer a word 

An hoole he foonde M lowe ynder a hord 3440 

Ther as ye Catt was wonte forto crepe 

And at* pQ hole he loked in fol depe 

And atte last* he had of him a si3t 

fiB Nicholas satte euere gaping* yp rijt 3444 

As he had kiked on pe newe moone 

And doune he go)) and told his maistei' sone 

In what araie he segh ])at< ilke man (laiir 48. b^k] 

This carpentere to blissen hym by-gan 3448 

And seide helpe vs seint* fi&edeswyde 

A man wote litel what* shal hym betide 

This man is fallen wip his astronomye 

In some woodnesse or in some Agonye 3452 

I J)0U3t* wel howe it* shuld be 

Men shnld not* knowe of goddis privete 

3e blessed be alway pe lewde man 

])at* nou^t* but* only his bileeue can 3456 

So ferde ano])er clerk with astronomye 

He walked into pe feeldes for to prie 

Vpon f e sterres to wit* what* shal by-falle 

Til he was in a Marie pitte yfalle 3460 

He seighe no3f but* yit* by seinf Thomas 

Me rue]) soor hende Nicholas 

He schal be rated of his stodying* 

If ]}af I may by Ihe^^ heuene knyge [■ Msue] 3464 

Crete me a staf ))af I may ynderspore 

While J)af J)ou Robyn heuest* vp pe doie 

He shal out* of his stodying* as I gesse 

And to pe Chamber dore he gan hym dresse 3468 

His knaue was a stronge Carle for fe nones 

And by pe haspe he haue it* yp at* ones 
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Into ])e floor pe door fllle anoii 

This Nicholas sat* ay stille as stofl 3472 

And euere gaped vpward? into fe eire 

Jis carpentei' wende he were in despeii' 

And henf hym by pe shuldres my3tely 

And shoke him hardf and cried spitoosly 3476 

What* Nicholay what* loke adoun 

A-wake and p&nk on cristes passiot^n 

I crouche Jje fix)ni eveles and fro wi3te8 

)^r-with pe nj^V spelle he seide anofl njtes 3480 

On four halues of the hous abonte 

And on ^e thresshhold on ])e dore wttAoute 

Ihesu. crisf and seynf Benedight* PMf 401 

Blesse p\a hous from euery wicked w^hf 3484 

flfor J)e nyghtes verye J)e white pater noster 

Where wentestowe . seynt* Peters sustei' 

And atte last* ])is hende Nicholas 

Gan for to sighe sore and seide alias 3488 

Shal al ])e world be loste eftsones nowe 

This Carpentere answerde what* seisf ])owe 

What* ])enk on god as we dofi ]}af swynk* 

This Nicholas answerde focche me drink* 3492 

And aftere I wil speke in privete 

Of certeyn pinff ])at* towche]) pe and me 

I wille telle it* noon o])er man cereteyne 

This carpenter' gop dotm and commep ageyne 3496 

And brou^f of myghty ale a large quarte 

And whan p&V eche of hem had dronke his parte 

])is Nicholas his door fast* shette 

And doun pe Carpentei' by hym he sette 3500 

And seide lohil myn hooste lief and dere 

))ow shalt ypon pi ttoup swere me heere 

That* to no wight* fou shalt* pis counsett wrey 

ffor it* is cristes counsaile pat* I sey 3504 

And if pu telle if man pou art* forlore 

£for pis vengeannce pou shalt* haue perfore 
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ft/P off ^3W WOS^ WOi ^IRL dbolllf fe WQI& 

Qnad ^oo- |s »Iy odhl I lut mel no" ]iEi&6a- 

^e ^Qii|^ I WBBt VST I OK- am ma^ Ifisf to ^^*h^ 

Sej w^atfT ^<iP« WT^ I sk&Il is^ AfmB^ ttelfe 

To Cla£& Be wif ^ ft^m }iir BuDrQ<««i Wife ^13 

Sem^ lohsBb ^vod yk&o&is I wiE oidC* fie 

As I kaae klxii in }e oKSBt Ir^ 

|Btf BOV« <B BttiDiJxj' B£xr a qpsntor Bj^ 3516 

SkalUfeaxaijB szbl ^or 9e> wflj amdwKjdm 
|Btf iHlf K> grete w^K nercrnoes llode 
ndi wodJ be sude in laaee y^n in an kcmv ^hT «c kMki 
Shak al be dieinft' so bidoos is ^ sbowre 3530 

Unit ibal mankinde drencbe andlese ber fiff 
Ibis CaqMntere answerJ aDas m j wiff 
And ibal sbe drencbe aDas myn alisoifn 
ilbr aoiDwe cf ^ be fiUe alnnost* adorn 3524 

And seide is no lemed je in fis cats 
Wy pa for god qaod beende Xicbolas 
If ^w wohe woTcben afleie lore and rede 
pome maist* not* worcben altei' ^e owne bede 3528 

ffor ffOB seiib Salomon f&V was fnl trewe 
Worcbe al by connsaHe cmd ^a sbalf not^ rewe 
And if ^n worcben wolt* by good connsaille 
I vndertake wi^^mten mast* or saille 3532 

JiV sbal I sane bii' and fe and mee 
Hasf ^n not* berd bow saued was Xoe 
Wban faf our loide ha)) warned bym byfom 
J)af al tbe world wij water* shnld be lorfl 3536 

3is quod ^is Carpenter ful ^re a-goo 
Hastowe not* berde quod Nicbolas also 
fe sorowe of Noe wi]) bis felawsbip 
Or be my^t* gete lus wif to sbip 3540 

Hym bad leuere I dar wel Tndertake 
At^ ^lk« tyme ^an att bis wej^eres blake 
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pSiV she had a ship hure self alldn 

And ])erfor woostowe what* is best* to don 3544 

Thix axeth hast* and of an hastif ])inge 

Men may not* preche or make taryinge 

Anoon go gete vs fast* into ])is Inne 

A knedinge trough or ellis a kemelyne 3548 

ffor eche of vs but* loke ])af pei bene large 

In whiche men mowe swymme as in a baige 

And han her vitailles sufi&saunt* 

But* for a day fye on ])e lemenat^nf 3552 

pe water' shal a-slake and gofil a-way 

Aboute pryme vpon pe nexte day 

But* Eobyne may not* wit* of ])i8 pi knaue Deaf so] 

Ne eke pi maide GiH: I may not* saue 3556 

Axe not* why for Jyou^o fou axe me 

I wil not* tellen goddes pnuete 

If suffise)) pe but* if ])i wittes madde 

To haue as grete a grace as Noe hadde 3560 

]}i wif shal I wel saue out* of doute 

Go nowe )yi way and spede pe here aboute 

But whan }>ou hast* for hii* and pQ and me 

ygeten vs piae kneding* treies }>ro 3564 

))an shalt* |>ou honge hem in pQ roof* ful hie 

J)at* no man of oure purucaunce espie 

And whan ]you pua hast* don as I haue seide 

And hast* oure vitaile faire in hem y-leide 3568 

And eke an axe to smyte pe cord a two 

Whan p&V pe water cotnmep ])at* we may goo 

And broke and hole on high vpon the gable 

Ynto pe gardyne ward ouer pe stable 3572 

J)at* we may frely passen forJ> our waye 

Whan p&V pe grete shourc is passed awaye 

Than shalt* ])ou swy/nme as mcry I vndertake 

Ab do]) pe wight* duk aftcre pe drake 3576 

))an wol I clepe how alisofi. howe lohn 

Be mery for pe flood wil passe anon 
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And ^owe wilt* seyn beil Maister Nicholay 

Good morowe I see ])e wele for iV is day 3580 

And ])an shal we be loides al ouie lif 

Of alle ye world as Noe and his wif 

But* J)af of 00 ping* I wame pe fal rijt 

Be wel avised on paf ilk[e] nyjf 3684 

})slV we bene entred into pe shippes booid 

))at noon of ys ne speke not* a woid 

Ne Clepe ne crie but* bene in his preire 

ffor it* is goddis owe heesta dere 3588 

Thi wif and pon mote honge fer atwynne 

£for pat* bitwix 3on shal be no synne 

No more in loking* pan per shal in dede [iMf 50,i»ek] 

)ns oidinaunce is seide so god pe spede 3592 

To morowe at* nyghf whan men bene att arslepe 

Into onr kneding* trowes wil we crepe 

And sitten per abidinge goddis grace ' 

(jo nowe pi way I haue no lenger space 3596 

To make of pis no lenger sermonyng* 

Men seyn pus sende pe wise and say no pinge 

pou art* so wise if nededep pe not* teche 

Go saue our lif and pat* I pe biseche 3600 

IT This sely Carpentere gop forp his way 

fful oft* he scide alas and wayleway 

And to his wif he tolde his priuete 

And she was war and knewe if bef pan he 3604 

Whaf al pis queinte casf was for to saye 

Buf nathelees she feerde as she wold deye 

And saide alas go foorp pi way afion 

Helpe YS to scape or we bene dede echofi 3608 

I am pi trewe verry wedded wiff* 

Go dere spouse and helpe to saue our lif* 

Lo swicli a grete ping* is affection 

Men may dye for ymaginacion 3612 

So depe may impression be take 

This sely Carpentei* bygynnep quake 
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Hym }>enke]) yerrely ])at* he may se 

Noe flood come walkmg* as fe See 3616 

To dienchen alison his hony dere 

He T^epeth weilleth and maketh sori chere 

He sighe)y wif mony a sory swougli 

And goo}> and gete]) hym a kneding^ trough 3620 

And aftere a Tubbe and a kemelyne 

And prively ho sent* hem to his Inne 

And henge hem in )>e loof in privete 

His owne honde he made eke ledders ])re 3624 

To clymben by J>e ronges and Jje stalkes 

Vnto I>e tubbes hongyng* in Jje balkes/ 

And hem vitailled bo])[e] trou3e and tubbe [\mt uj 

WiJ) brede . wif chese wifh good ale in a Tubbe 3628 

Suffisinge ri^t* ynowe as for a day 

But* er he had made al pia aiay 

He sent* his knaue and eke his wenche alsoo 

Vpon his nede to London for to goo 3632 

IT And on J)e Monday whan it* drou^e to nyjt* 

He shette his door wi])-outen candel li^t* 

And dressed al ])ing* as it* shuld be 

And shortely clumben vp al pre 3636 

J)ei seiten stille wel a forlonge way 

Now Pater nostei Clum seide Nicholay 

And Clum quod John . and clum seide Alisofi 

This Carpentere seide his devocion 3640 

And stille he sitte and bidde}> his preiei' 

Awaitinge on pe reyne if he it* here 

The dej>e sleep for weiy bisynesse 

ffille on p\a Carpent^ ri^t* as I gesse 3644 

Aboute Curfewe tyme or litel more 

£for travaile of his goost* he grone]) sore 

But* ofte he routed for his hede myslay 

Doun of ye ledder stalke)y Nicholay 3648 

And Alisofi ful softe adoune she spedde 

Wi]H)uten wordes moo pei gofi to bedde 
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pet as Yq Caipentei' is wonte to lye 

per was pe leuel and ]>e melodye 3652 

And ])us liih alison and Nicholas 

In bnsjTiies of myrt& and of solas 

Til ])af ]>e belle of laudes gan to rynge 

And freies in pe channsel gan to singe 3656 

IT This Parissh clerk ])is amorous absolofl 

pB.V is for loue alway so woo bygofi 

Ypon fe Monday was at* Oseney 

Wi]> Company him to dlBpoif and pley 3660 

And axed vpon a caas a Cloystrere 

fifiil prively after lofin fe Carpentere 

And he drowe hym apart* out* of pe chircll [iMtf 5i, iwok] 

And seide I note I seghe hym here not wircll 3664 

Si]) saterday I trowe ]>at he be went* 

flfor tymbre J^er oure abbot* haj hym sent* 

£for he is wonte for tymbre forto goo 

And dwellen at* pe graunge a day or twoo 3668 

Or ellis he is at* his hons ceTtejn. 

Wher ]>at* he be I can not* so])ly seyn) 

This absolon ful loly was and li^t* 

And ])oiight^ now is tyme to wake al nyght^ 3672 

fifor sikerly I segh hym not* stirenge 

Abouten his door si]) day bygan to springe 

So mote I thrive I shal atte Cockes crowe 

fful priuely knokken at* his wyndowe 3676 

p&V stant* ful lowe vpon his bowres walle 

To Alison now wil I tellen alle 

My loue longyng* for ])at* I shal not* mysse 

^t* at* pe leeste wey I shal hii' kisse 3680 

Som manere comfort* shal I haue parfay 

My mou])e ha]) icched al pia longe day 

^af is a signe of kissing* atte leest 

Al nyght* me met* eek I was at* a fest* 3684 

J)er-for I wil goo sclepe an hour or twey 

And al pe nyght* ))an wil I wake and pley 
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Whan ])at* fe firsts cok ha]) crowe anoil 

Vp stert* J)i8 loly loner absolofl 3688 

And hym araied gay and poynf devise 

Bnt* first* he shewe]) greyn and licorise 

To smellen swote er he had kempt* his here 

Yndere his tnnge a trewe lone he here 3692 

ffor Jerby wende he to be gracious 

He roome]) to the Carpenters hous 

And stille he stant* yndere pe shot* wyndowe 

Vnto his brest* it* ranght* it* was so lowe 3696 

And soft* he koughe]) wij) a semy sonne 

What* do 3e hony combe swete alisotm 

My faire brid my swete Synamome P«if sq 

A-waike]) lemman myne and spekej) to me 3700 

fPul litel ]>enken 36 vpon my woo 

])at* for 30ure lone I swete as I goo 

No wonder is ])on3e that* I swelt* or swete 

I moume as doj) ]>e lombe after pe tete 3704 

I-wis leuman I haue such loue-long3mg* 

Jjat^ like a turtel trewe is my moumynge 

I may not* eten no more ])an a maide 

Go fro ^ wyndowe lak fool she seide 3708 

80 god me spede it* wil not* be compame 

I loue ano])er and ellis I were to blame 

Wei bet* ]>an pe by Ihe^u absolon 

Gk) for]) fi waie or I wil cast* a stofl 3712 

And lat* me slepe a twenty deuelway 

Alas quod absolon and weyloway 

That* trewe loue was euere so enel bysette 

Than kisse me si]) it* may be no bette 3716 

ffor Ihe^z^^ lone and for ])e lone of me p us ibq 

Wilt* fon fan go Ji waie J)er-with quod she 

3e Certes lemman qnod ])is absolon 

))an make pe redy qnod she I come anofi 3720 

[ 

no gap in the M8.] 

This absolon doune sette hym on his knees 
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And seid I am a lord at* alle degrees 3724 

ffor afbere pia I hope J)er commeth more 

Lemman fi grace and swete brid ])ine ore 

The wyndowe she yndo]> and f&if in haste 

Haue doo quod she come of and spede pQ faste 3728 

Lest* ])at* our neigheboures pe espie 

pis absolon gan wipe his mou)» ful drie 

Derk was pe nyght* as picch or as pe cole 

And af pe wyndowe out* she putf her hole 3732 

And absolon him felle no bette ne wers 

But* wi)) his mou])e he kissed her naked ers 

fiful sauourly er he was ware of ])is 

Abak he sterte and (nought* it* was amys 3736 

fifor wel he wist* a womman ha]) no berde £iMif&2>back3 

He felt* a ])ing* al roughe and longe yherede 

And seide fye alas what* haue I doo 

Ti he quod she and clapt* pe wyndowe to/ 3740 

And absolon go]) for]) a ioipei paas 

A beerd a beerdf seide hende Nicholaas 

By goddes corpus ])is go]) faire and weft 

This sely absolon herde it* euery dett 3744 

And on his lippe he gan for anger bite 

And to him self he seide I shal pe quyte 

Who rubbeth nowe who &eteth nowe his lippes 

WiJ dust* wi]) sonde wi]) strawe wij cloj with chippes/ 

But* absolon that* sei]) ful oft* alias 3749 

My soule bitake I to Sathanas 

But* me were leuere ])an al ])is toune qtiod he 

Of fis despite a-wroken forto be 3752 

Alias quod he alias I ne had ybleynt* 

His bote love is cold and al yqueynt* 

ffor fro ])at* tyme ])at* he had kisf her ers 

Of paramours he sette not* a kers 3756 

ffor he was heled of his malady 

fiul oft* paramours he gan defie 

And wepe]) as do]) a chilcf p&i? is ybete 

A softtf paas he went* ouer pe strete 3760 
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Ynto a smyt^ men clepen dann Glervase 

That* in his forge smyte]) plowh hamase 

He sharpeth share and culter bisily 

This absolon knokke)) al Esily 3764 

And seide ynto Grervays and p&V anon) 

Whaf who art* ])ou it* am I absolon 

What* Absolon . whaf cristes swete tre 

Why rise ^e so rathe .o benedicite 3768 

Whaf eilej) 30U som gay gerle god if wote 

HaJ bron3f 30U fus [up]on fe Vyritote 

By seynf Noef ^e whote wele whaf I mene 

piB Absolon ne Ton^te nof a bene ./ 3772 

Of al fia pley no word a^ein he gaf iiaafss] 

He had more towe on his dystaf 

pon Gervais knewe and seide frende so dere 

f)e bote Cultere in J>e Chymeney here 3776 

As lene if me I haue ])erwi]) to dofi 

I wil bringe if a^eyn ful sone 

Gervais answer^ certes were if gold 

Or in a poke nobles al vntold 3780 

Thou shuldest haue as I am trewe smyth 

A cristes foo whaf wil 30 do ferwith 

Therof quod absolon be as be may 

I shal tellen if ])o to morowe day 3784 

And caughf ])e Cultei* by pe colde stele 

fPiil soff ouf atte door he gan stele 

And wenf vnto fe Carpenters walle 

He koughed firsf and knokked fei wip att 3788 

Vppon fe wyndowe righf as he did eere 

piB Alison answerde who is pere 

Jjaf knokkef so I waraunf it a feef 

We nay quod he god wote my swete leef 3792 

I am ])ine absolon ])ine derlinge 

Of gold quod he I haue Je brou^f a rynge 

My modere 3aue if me so god me sane 

ffol fyn if is and ])erto wel ygraue 3796 
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This wil I ^euen ^q if pawe me kisse 

])is Nicholas was risen foito pisse 

And povL^if he wold amenden al pQ lape 

He aholde kisse his ers er ])at* he scape 3800 

And vp ])e wyndowe did he hastely 

And oaf his eis he puttej) prmelj 

Oner pQ buttok to pe haunche bofi 

And ])erwi)» spake ])is clerk fis absolone 3804 

Speke swete bridde I not* whei fou art* 

f)ia Nicholas anofl lete fleigtL a farf 

As grete as it* had bene a ])onder dent* 

ptiif wi]) ^ stroke he was almost* yblent* 3808 

And he was redy wi]) his yren hote [leaf ss, back] 

And Nicholas in pe ers he smote 

Of go]) ])e skyn an honde brede aboute 

pe hote colter brenned so his toute 3812 

And for fe smerte he wende forto deye 

As he were wood for woo he gan to crye 

Help water water helpe for goddys hert* 

This Carpentei* out* of his slomber stert* 3816 

And herde oon crien watei' as he were wode 

And ])oa3t* alias now commeth noes flode 

He sette hym vp wi])out[e] wordes moo 

And wi]) an axe he smote pe cor<l a two 3820 

And doun go]) alle he fonde nei])er to selle 

Brede nor Ale til he com to fe selle 

Ypon fe floor and ther a swoon he lay 

Vp stert* hir Alison and Nicholay 3824 

And criden oot* and horowe in fe strete 

f)e neighboors bo]) smale and grete 

Honnen forto gawren on ])is man 

p&t a swonn lay bo]) pale and wan 3828 

£for wi)) ))at* falle he brosten ha)) his arme' 

£of stonden he most* vnto his owne harme 

ffoT whan he spak he was anofi bom doun 

Wi)) hende Nicholas and alisoun 3832 
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Thei tolde euery man ])at he was wode 

He was agast* so of ]>e Noes flode 

poTgtL fantasie ^a,V of his vanyte 

He had ybou3t;* hjm kneding* tubbes ])ie 3836 

And had hem honged in fe roof aboue 

And ])at* he preied hym for goddys lone 

To sitten in pe roof par companye 

pe folk gan langhen at his fantasie 3840 

And to the Eoof fei kepen and ]>ei gape 

And turned al his harme vnto a lape 

fifor what* so ))is Carpentei* answered 

It was for nou3t no man his resofi herc^ 3844 

Wi]) o]>es grete he was so sworn a doun Omt mj 

That* he was holden woode in al ])at* toun 

fifor euere clerk anoon ri^t* helde wi]) ojyer 

]>ei seide ]>e man is wood my leue bro))eT 3848 

And euere wight* gan laughen at* his strif 

Thus swyued was fe Carpenter[e]s wifif 

fifor al his keping* and his lelousie 

And Absalon ha]) kissed her nethere ye 3852 

And Nicholas is scalded in his toute 

This tale is dofi and god sane al pQ route. 

IT Here ende> >e mylers tale. 

[No break in the MS.] 
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IT And >TU bygynne]) ye Prologe of ye Beues tale y chip. 9-- 

fhan folk ban laughen »f J,ia nyce CM 
Of absolon and hende Nicholas 3856 

Dyueis folk dyueisly pel seide 
But* for ]>e more parte ])ei lou3e and pleide 
Ne af ])is tale I seghe no man hym greue 
But* it* were only OswoW fe Bene 3860 

Bycause he was of Carpenter[e]s crafts 
A litel Ire in his herta laft* 
He gan to graccbe and blamed it a lite 
So thick quod he ful wele quonf I ]ye quyte 3864 

WiJ) blering* of a proude Millers ye 
If p&V me list* to speke of Ribawdye 
But* ik am olde me list* not* pley for age 
Gras tyme is done my foder is forage 3868 

This white top write)> mja olde 3eeres 
Myn hert* is al so mowled as myn heeres 
But if I fare as do)> an open-ers 

])at* Uke firuyte is euer lenger pe wers 3872 

Til it be roten in Mullok or in stre 
We olde men I drede so fare we 
Til we be roten can we not* be ripe 

We hopen alway while fe hert* wil pipe 3876 

fifor in our wille per stikketh euer a naile 
To haue an boor beer and a grene taile 
As ha]> a leke for ])ough our my^t be gofl [leftfHbaek] 

Our wille desire]) foly euer in oon 3880 

fifor whan we may not* dofi ]>an wil we speke 
3it* in oure asshed olde is fire yreke 
fifour gledes ban we whicll I sbal deuyse 
Auauntinge lying* . angre . and coueitise 3884 

Thise four sparkles longe)) vnto elde 
Our olde lymes may wel bene vnwelde 
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But* wil ne shal not* faille ])at< is sotli 

And 3it* haue I alwaye a coltes totll 3888 

As mony ^ere as it* is passed henne 

8ip paif my tap of lif* byganne to renne 

ffor sikerly whan I was bom an5n 

Dep drongti ye tappe of lif and lete it gofi 3892 

And eueie sijyen ha]> so fe tap yronne 

Til at* almost* al empty is ]ye tonne 

The strem of lif now droppe]) on pe chymbe 

fe sely tunge may wel lynge and chymbe 3896 

Of wrecchednesse ))at* passed is fill yore 

Wi)» olde folk sane dotage is no more 

IT Whan )»at* our ooste had herde ])is sermonynge 

He gan to speke as lordly as a kinge 3900 

Ho seide what* amounte]) al fla witte 

What* shal we speke alday of holy writte 

The deuel made a Eeue forto preche 

Or of a Soutei' shipman or a lecche 3904 

Say for]) pi take and tary not* pQ tyme 

Loo Depford and it* is almost* prime 

Lo Grenwich pat mony a shrewe is Inne 

It* were hie tyme fi tale forto bygynne 3908 

IT Now Sirs quod pia Oswold pe Reue 

I prei 30U al ))at* 30 30U not greue 

))ou3e I answere and somdele sette hys houwe 

flfor leeful it* is wif force . force of shouwe 3912 

This dronken Millei* haj ytolde vs here 

Hou fat* bigiled was a Carpentere 

Perauenture in scorn for I am oofi [leaf ss] 

And by 30ure leue I shal hym quyte anoil 3916 

Ri3t* in his Cheerles teermes wil I speke 

I prei to god his nekke mot* alto-breke 

He can wel in myn ye seen a stalk 

But* in his owne he can not* seen a balk* 3920 

IT Thus ende> j'e Prologe of pe Seue 
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And here hjgjimef }e Beeues tale 

Af Trompingtofl not* fer fro CaunWbTQge 
Thei go]> a broke and oyer ]>af a broge 
Ypon ])e whicbd broke ])er stonte a melle 
And ))i8 is verrey so]) f&if I 30a telle 3924 

A Millere was ]>ere dwelling* mony a day 
As ony Pecok' be was proude and gay 
Pipen be coxipQ an fissben and nettes bete 
And tome Coppes and wel wrastel and sbete 3928 

Ny by bis belt* be bare a longe panade 
And of a swerd ful trencbafit was pe blade 
A loly popper bere be in bis poucbe 
Tber nas no man for perile dnrsf bym toucbe 3932 

A Sbeffeld tbwytel bere be in bis bose 
Hounde was bis face and camoyse was bis nose 
As pilled as an ape was bis senile 

He was a market* beter atte fulle 3936 

fet nas no wight* f&t durst* bond on bym legge 
But* if he swore be shuld anofi abegge 
A theef be was forso]) of com and mele 
And ]>at* a sleegh and vsaunt* forto stele 3940 

His name was boten deyne^onse Symkyn) 
A wif he badde commen of nobel kyn 
The person of pe tonne her feider was 
Wi)» bir he ^aue fal mony a panne of bras 3944 

fifor ])at* Symkyn shuld in his blood allie 
She was yf ostred in a nonrie 
ffor Symkyn wold[e] no wif as be seide 
But* she were wel ynorsbed and a mayde 3948 

To Sauen his Astate of 3emanrie iimtss, i»ck] 

And she was proude and peert* as is a pie 
A ful feire sight* was it* vpon hem twoo/ 
On holy daies byfom hii' wold he goo/ 3952 
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Wi)» his typef bounden aboute his hede 

And she come aftere in a gite of rede 

And Symkyn had[de] hosen of fe same 

])er durst no wi3t* clepe hui' but* dame 3956 

Was noon so hardy Jaf wenf by fe way 

Jjaf wij) hii* dorsf ones rage or play 

But* if he wold be sclayn of Symkyn 

WiJ) panade and wif knyf or boydekyn) 3960 

fifor lelous folk ben perylous euermoo 

Algates pei wolde hex wyues wenden soo 

And eke for she was somdell' smoterlicli 

She was as digne as water in a dicli 3964 

As fol of hoker and of bismare 

Hire l^oujta ])at* a lady shuld hii' spare 

What* for her kynrede and her nortelrie 

p&if she had lemed in ])e Nonerie 3968 

A dou3tere had[de] ])ei bitwene hem twoo 

Of xx** ^ere wif-outen ony moo/ 

Sau3mg< a childe ])at was of half ^ere age 

In cradel it* lay and was a propre page 3972 

This wenche thik and wel ygrowe was 

Wi)} Camoys nose and eyen as grey as glas 

WiJ buttokes brode and brestes round and hie 

But* ri^f faire was hui* heor I wil not* lye 3976 

IF The person of f e toune for she was so faire 

In pin*poos was to make hii' his aire 

Bo]) of his Catelt and of his messuage 

And stratmge he made it* of hui' manage 3980 

His pwrpoos was to bystowe hii' hie 

Into som worfi blood of Auncetrie 

ffor holy churches good most* be despended/ 

On holy chirche blood ])af is descended/ 3984 

Therfore he wold his holy blood honoure Omt m] 

]>oo ))at* he holy churche shuld dovot/re 

Grete soken ha]) pis mellere out* of doute 

Wtt^ whete and malt of al pe londe aboute 3988 
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And namely fer was a grete colege 

Men clepen pe solere halle atte Cauntebrigge 

Ther was her whete and eke her malt* ygronnde 

And on a day it* happed in a stounde 3992 

Sik lay ])e manciple on a maladie 

Mon wenden wishly faf he shiild[e] dye 

fifor whiche fe Millere stale bo]) mele and com 

An hundred tyme more Jan byforfk 3996 

ffor fer byfome he stale but* curteisly 

But* nowe he was a ])eef outrageously 

£for which pe wardeyne chidde and made faxe 

But* ])erof sette pe Millere not* a tare 4000 

He craked booste and swore it was not* soo/ 

])an were ))ere yonge scolers two 

That* dwelten in pe halle of which I seie 

Teestif fei were and lusty forto pleye 4004 

And only for her merth and reverye 

Vpon fe wardeyn bisily fei crie 

To 3eue hem leue but* a litel stounde 

To goo to melle and se her com y-grounde 4008 

And hardely pei dorst* lay her nekke 

]>e Millere shuld not* stele hem half a pekke 

Of com ne by sleight* ne by force hem reue 

And at* ]ye last* pe wardeyn ^af hem leue 4012 

lohfl hight* ])at* oon an Aleyn hi^t* ^t opei^ 

Of oon toune were )»ei bom ))at* hight[e] strothei' 

£ferre in pe nor])e I can not* telle where 

This Aleyn make)» redy al his gere 4016 

And on an hors pe sak he cast* anon 

fifor]) gop Aleyn pe Clerc* and also lohn 

WiJ) good swerde and bokelei* by her side 

lohn knewe jye way hym neded no gyde 4020 

And atte Mille pe Sak a doune he laitll iiMf 50^ tiack} 

Alayn spake first* alhaille Symonde in faif 

How fare)) pi fare dou^tere and pi wifiT 

Aleyn welcome quod Symkyn be my liff* 4024 
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And lohfi also bow nowe what* do 36 here 
By god quod lofin Symoiicf nede hsf no peie 
Hym byhoue)) seroe hym self ^f ha]) no swayfi 
Or ellis lie is a fool as clerkes sayne 4028 

Our manciple I hope he wil be dede 
Swa woTcben hym ay pe wanges in his bede 
And ])erfoTe is I commen and eke Aleyfi 
To Giynde our com and carie hit* bom^ ageyn 40S2 

We prey 30U spede vs bepen faf 30 may 
If sbal be done qnod Symkyn be my fay 
Whaf wil 30 done while ])af it* is in bande 
By God ri3f by the boper wil I stande 4036 

Quod lobn and see how gates fe com go]) Inne 
3it< sagb I neuere be my fadere kynne 
How ])af pe hoper wagge]) til and fraye 
Aleyn Answeixl lobon wiltowe swaye 4040 

])an wil I be bynefe by my cronne 
And se howe gate the mele falles adotm 
Into ])e trough p&V sbal be my disport* 
Quod lohil in faath I may bene of 3001' sorte 4044 

I is as il a Miller as is 3e 
This Millere smylod of her nycete 
And povL^\f al ))is is dofi but* for a wile 
])ei wene ])at* no man may hem bygyle 4048 

But* by my Jrift* 3it* sbal I blere her ye 
ffor al ]ye slei3f in her philosophie 
The more qneynte Clerkes ])at* ]?ei make 
])e more wil I stele whan I take 4052 

In stede of flonre 3it wil I 3eae hem brenne 
The grettesf clerkes ben not* pe wisest men 
As whilom to fe wolf ])iis spake fe mare 
Of alle her arte counte I nou3t* a tare 4056 

Out* at* fe Dore he gof M pnuely Vmtvn 

Whan ])at* be seghe bis tyme softely 
He loke]) vp and doune til be haf founde 
The Clorkes bors per as he stode ybonnde 4060 
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Behinde pe mylle Tndere a leueselle 

And to ]>e hois he go]) hym faire and welle 

He strepe]) of fe bridel 113^ an5n 

And whan fe hors is louse he gynno]> to gofi 4064 

Toward ^ fenne where wilde Mares renne 

And for])e-wi]) forgh ]>ikke and ])orgh J)enne 

This Mellere gop ageyn no word he seide 

Buf dop his note and wip ])ise clerkes pleide 4068 

Til ])af her com was faire and welle ygrounde 

And whan pQ mele is sakked and ybounde 

This lohfl go]) oute and fondo her hors away 

And gan to crie harowe and walowway 4073 

Our hors is lost* aleyn for goddis banes/ 

Steppe on j^i fete come of man / al at* anes 

Alias our wardeyn ha]) our pal&ay lorn 

This Aleyn forgate bo]) mele and corfi 4076 

Al was out* of his mynde his husbondrie 

What* whilk* way is he gofi he gan to crie 

j)e wif come lepinge inward at a renne 

She seide alas 30ure hors go]) to ])e fenne 4080 

With vrilde mares as fast* as he may goo 

Vnjonke come on his honde ^af bonde hym soo/ 

And he ])at< better shuld bane knette pe reyfi 

Alias quod lohfl Aleyn for cristes peyfl 4084 

Lay doune ))i swerde and I wil myn alswaa 

I is ful swift god wate as is a Raa 

By goddes hert* he shal not* scape vs bathe 

Whi ne had ))ou putte ye Capel in pe lathe 4088 

nhaile by god Aleyn ])ou is a fonne 

Thise sely clerkes han ful fasf yronne 

Tooard pe fenne bo))en aleyfl an eke lohfi 

And whan pe Millei' segh ))at* pei were gofi 4092 

He half a busshel of her floure ha]) take [iMf 57, b*rk] 

And bad his wif go knede it* in a cake 

And seide I trowe pe clerkes weren a-ferde 

^it* kan a Miller make a clerkes beerde 4096 
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fifor al her ea^ 3it* lat< hem go£L her way 

Lo wher ]>ei gon ^e laf ^e children play 

They gete him not* so lightly by my croun 

Thise sely clerkes rennen vp and doun 4100 

With kepe. kepe. stonde. stonde. lossa warderere 

Ga qwbtel 30a I shal kepe hym here 

Buf shortely til if was verrey ny^t 

fei cou^e not* Joughe Jei did al her myjf 4104 

^eire Capel cauche he ranne alway so fast* 

Til in a dicche j^ei caught* him at fe last* 

Wery and wete as beestis in Je reyne 

Comma]) sely lohfi and wi^ hym commef aleya 4108 

Alias quod John ^e day ]>at* I was borii 

Kowe are we dryuen til he])ing< and to scorfli 

Our corn is stolle men wil vs foles calle 

Bo)) ])e wardeyn and our felawes alle 4112 

And namely pQ Mellei' weylawaye 

J)us ple)Tie> lohfi as he goj by fe waye 

Towar() the Melle and baiard in his honde 

The Millere sitting^ by ]>e fire he fonde 4116 

ffor it* was nyght* and ferj^er myght* he noujt^ 

But* for pe loue of god f ei hym bi80U3f 

Of harborowe and of ease as for her penye 

^e Millere seide a3ein if per be enye 4120 

Such as if is 3ete shal 30 haue 30ttre parte 

?if yn hous is streite buf 3e han lemed arte 

^ can by arguments make a place 

A myle brode of xx** fete of space 4124 

Laf se nowe if ])is place may sufi&se 

Or make it rowmer wi)» speche as is ^our gise 

Now Symond seide pis lohfi be seynf Cutberd 

Ay is ))ou mery . and poi is faire answerde 4128 

I haue herde seye men shal taken of two piagges [Imi ss] 

Such as he finf or take such as he bringes 

But specialy I prey pee hooste dere 

Gete vs some mete and drink and make vs chere 41 32 
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Ani we wil paien tarewly atte fulle 

Wi]) empty hondes men may not* haukes tulle 

Lo here our siluer redy forto spende 

This Mellere to ]>e toune his doubter sende 4136 

fifor Ale and brede and rosted hem a goos 

And bonde her hors for he shuld no more go loos 

And in his owne chambre he made a bedde 

Wi]) shetes and wij) chalons faire yspredde 4140 

Noujf from his owne bedde .x. fete or xij. 

His doughter had a bed al by hii^ selue 

K^t in pQ same chambre by and by 

It myghte be no bette and cause why 4144 

^er was no rommer herborowe in ^e place 

^ei soupen and pei speken hem to solace 

And diynken euere stronge ale atte beste 

About* mydny3t« went* pei to reste 4148 

Wei ha^ fis Mellere vemyssed his hede 

fful pale he was for-dronken and not* rede 

He 3eske]) and he speke^ J'orgh fe nose 

As he ware in ])e quakke or on pe pose 4152 

To bedde he goof and wif hym goj his wif 

As eny laye he light* was and lolif 

So was her loly whistel wel ywette 

)}e Cradel at* her beddis fete is ysette 4156 

To Kokken and to 3eue ])e child to souke 

And whan ])at* dronken was al in ])e crouke 

To bedde went* fe doughter ri^t* anon 

To bedde go]) Aleyn and also lohn 4160 

^er nas no more hem neded no dwale 

This Mellere ha]) so wisly bebbed ale 

])at* as an hors he snorte]) in his slepe 

Ne of his tale behynde he toke no kepe 4164 

His wif bare him a Burdofi a ful stronge Omt ss, tMck] 

Men myght* here ])e routing* p&DB a forlonge 

The wenche route)) eek par companye 

Aleyu pe Clerk fat* herd ])is melodye 4168 
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He pouked on lohfi and seide slepestowe 

Herde fon euere sclike a sang* or nowe 

Lo sclike a conplinge is ytwix hem alle 

A wilde fire on her bodies falle 4172 

Who herkened euere sclike a ferly Jyinge 

3e ^ei shal haue fe floore of euel endinge 

This langd nj^if ]>er tydes men no reste 

Bnt< pif na fors al shal be for ^e beste 4176 

ffor lohft seide he as enere mote I ^rive 

If f af I may ^on wenche J>an wil I swyve 

Some esement* ha)> hiwe shapen ys 

ffor lohn per is a lawe |»t* sei)> ^os 4180 

That* if a man in oon point* be agrened 

That* in ano]>er he shal be releued 

Ova corn is stoUen so^ly it* is no nay 

And we ban had an euel fit to day 4184 

And syn I shal haue no amendement^ 

Ageyn my losse I wil haue esement* 

By goddes saule it* sal na nojyer be 

Jyis lohn answerde Aleyn avise ^e 4188 

The Mellere is a perilous man he seide 

And if ^at* he out* of his sclepe abreide 

He myghttf don vs bo); a yylenye 

Aleyn answers) I counte hym not* a flye 4192 

And yp he rist* and by fe wenche he crepte 

This wenche lay vpri^t* and fast6 sclepte 

Til ho so nygh was er she mj^ie spie 

y&V it* had bene to late forto crie 4196 

And shortely for to seie pei were at* ofi 

Nowe pleye Alayn for I wil speke of lohn 

This lohft lith stille a forlonge way or two 

And to hym self he make^ wamenting* and woo 4200 

Alias quod he ^is is a wikke lape [iMf so] 

Now may I seie fai* I is but* an ape 

Jit* ha^ my felawe somwhat* for his harme 

Ho ha]> ^e mellers doubter in his arme 4204 
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He Auntre^ hym and ha]> his nedes spedde 

And I ly as a draf sak in my bedde 

And whan ^is lape is tolde snofer day 

I shal be holde a dafif a cokenay 4208 

I wil arise and aunter be my fath 

Ynhardy is vnsely ^us men sath 

And vp he rocs and softely he went* 

Ynto fe Cradel and in his arme hit* hent* 4212 

And bare it* soft* vntil his beddes fete 

Sone aftere f e wif her rowting* lete 

And gan to wake and went* her ont* to pisse 

And come agein and gan her cradel mysse 4216 

And groped here and fere but* she fooncJ noon/ 

Alias quod she I had almost* mysgoii 

I had almost* go to ^ clerkes bedde 

Ey benedicite fan had I foule yspedde 4220 

And foTp she gof til she pe cradel foude 

She gropef alway former wif her honde 

And fond fe bed and f ou3f nou^t* but* of good 

By cause fat* fe cradel by it* stode 4224 

And nyste wher she was for it* was derk 

But faire and wel she crepte in to f e clerk* 

And lith ful stille and wolde haue kau^t* a slepe 

Wif-In a while fis lohfl fe clerk* vp lepe 4228 

And on fis good[e] wif bee leif ful sore 

So mery a fitte ne had she not* ful 3ore 

And prikef harde and depe as he ware' madde [i pmsj 

)?i8 loly lif* han fise two clerkes ladde 4232 

To fat* fe iij. coke bygan to singe 

Aleyn wexe wery. in f e daw[e]nynge 

ffor he had swonken al fe long^ ny^t* 

And seide fare wel malyn) sweete wi3t* 423(> 

The day is come I may no longer byde Hmt m, i»ck] 

But* euermo where so I go or ride 

I am fine owne clerk so haue I sele 

Now dere lemman quod she go fare wele 4240 
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But* (jr foil goo. on )>mge I wil f e telle 

Whhan J>af ))ow wendest* homward by y melle 

Kight* at* ^e entre of ^e door be-liinde 

Thow ehalt* a Cake of half a busshel fjnde 4244 

That* was ymaked of )>iiie owne mele 

Whicfi J>at* I helpe my Sire forto stele 

And good lemman god ^e saue and kepe 

And wi^ ]>at* word almost* she gan to wepe 4248 

Aleyn vprist* and f ou^t* er Jjat* it* dawe 

I wol go crepen in by my felawe 

And fonde |7e cradel wi]> his honde anofi 

By god fought* he alwrong / I haue mysgofi 4252 

Myn hede is toty of my swynk to nyght 

])at* make]> me fat* I go not* aright* 

I wote wele by fe cradel I haue mysgo 

Here lith fe mellei^ and his wif also 4256 

And for)) he go)) on twenty delway 

Vnto J)o bedde ))er as fe mellei^ lay 

He wende haue cropen by his felawe lo&n 

And by fe Mellei^ in he crept* anofi 4260 

And kaught* him by fe nek and soft he spake 

And seide f ou lohn f ou swyneshede awake 

Of Cristes saule and here a noble game 

ffor by ))at* lord ))at* calle<l is seint* lame 4264 

As I haue fries in fis shorta ny^t* 

Swyved fe Mellers dou3ter* bolt* vpri3t 

Whilst* J>ow hast* as a Coward befi agast* 

Ye fals harlot* quod fe Mellere hast* 4268 

A fals traitour. fals clerk quod he 

Jjow shalt* be dede by goddes dignyte 

Who durstfi be so boldo to disparage 

My doujter fat* is come of swich lynage 4272 

And by fe frote bolle ho kau3t* aleyfl [i«*if »] 

And he him hent* dispitously ageyfi 

And on f e nose he smote hym with his fist* 

Doune ranne fe blody stremc v}>on his brist* 4276 
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And in fe floor wif nose and mou^ to-broke 

^ei walowen as don two pigges in a poke 

And vp pei goon and doune anon 

Till J>at* f e Mellere spumed at a ston 4280 

And downe he felle bakward vpon his wiff 

f af wisf no finge of f is nyce striff 

flbr she was falle a slepe a litel wi3f 

Wif lohn J)e clerk faf waked had al ny3t' 4284 

And wi^ ^e falle out* of her slepe she braide 

Help holy crosse of bromholm she saide 

In manus tuas lorde to ^ I calle 

Awake Symonc) ^e feend is on me falle 4288 

Myn hert* is broken help I ne am but* dede 

fere lith vpon my wombe and on myn hede 

Helpe Symkyn for f ise fals clerkes fijf 

This lohil stert* vp as fast* as exxere he my3t* 4292 

And grasped by J>e walles to and fix) 

To fynden a staf and she stert* vp also 

And knewe ]>e Eisters bet* )>an did lohn 

And by ^e walle she fonde a staf anon 4296 

And segh a litel shymering* of a li3t* 

ffor at* an hole in shone )>e mone bri3t* 

And by J>at* lijt* she segh hem bo))[e] two 

But* sikerly she nyst« who was who 4300 

But* as she seegh a white ]>inge in her eye 

And whan she gan ^is white ]>ing* aspie 

She wende pe Clerk had wered a volipere 

And wij) pe staf* she drough ay uer and nerc 4304 

And wende ban hitte pia Aleyn atte fulle 

And smote pe Mylere on pe pyled skulle 

)?at* doun he goth and cried harowe I dye 

• 

Thise Clerkes bette hym wel and lete hym lye 4308 

And Greie^ hem and toke her hors anoii [ieftroo,tMc]c] 

And eke her/ mele and on her way ])ei g5n 

And at* the Melle 3it* )>ei toke her Cake 

Of half a busshel floure ful wel ybake 431 2 
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Thus is fe proude Mellere wel ybete 

And hath ylosf ))e grynding* of fe whete 

And paide for fe soper euerj deft 

Of aleyn and of lohfi J>at« bette hym welt 431 G 

His wifif is swyued and his dou3tere als 

Lo such if is a Miller* to be fals 

And )>erfor p'la prouerbe is soide ful sot^ 

Ilym ther not* wene wele ))at* euel dotfi 4320 

A Gilour shal hym self begiled be 

And god ^af sitte)) hegh in mageste 

Saue al ^e company grete and smale 

Thus haue I quytte )>e Mellei* in my tale 4324 

IT Thus Endeth ^ Benes Tale 

[No break in the MS,] 
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And here bygynne)) fe Cokes tale 

rrhe Coke of london while fe Rene spak \ tim Prolog* 

-*• ffor loye him Jjou^f he clawed hjm on fe bak* 

Ha. ha. quod he for cristes passiofi 

This Millere ha^ a sharpe conclusiofi 4328 

Ypon his argument* of harbigage 

Wei seide Salomon in his langage 

No bringe not* euery man into ^ine hous 

ffor herbowringe by nyghf is perilous 4332 

Wei oujf a man avised forto be 

Whoom fat* he brou^f into his pryvete 

I prey to god so ^eue me sorowe and care 

K euer si]>en I highf hogge of ware 4336 

Herd I Meller better ysette a werke 

He had a lape of malice in ^e derke 

And ^erfor if ^e vouche sauf to here 4340 

But* god forbede )yat* we stynf heere 4339 

A tale of me ^at* am a poor man 

I wil 30U telle as wel as euer I can 

A litel Jape ]>af felle in our Cite Deaf ei] 

Our hooste answerd and seide I graunte if ]>e 4344 

Now telle on Rogger and loke ))af if be good 

ffor mony a paast hasf ]>ou laten blood 

And mony a lak of Doner hasf fon soldf 

^af h&f be twies hoote and twies cold 4348 

Of mony a pilgryme hasf fon crtstes curs 

ffor of pi Persely jif fare fei pe wors 

^af fei ban eten wi^ ^i stobel goos 

ffor in )>i shoppe is mony a flee loos 4352 

Now telle on gentil Rogger by ^i name 

Buf jif I prei pe be nof wroj) for game 

A man may say ful so)> in game and play 

)>ow seist ful so)) quod Rogg^ be my fay 4356 
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But* 80^ play quade play as ^e flemmyng^ 8ai]> 

And peiioie henry balyf by pi feij) 

Be J>ow not* wrof er we departen here 

^oughe ^at* my tale be of an ostylere 4360 

But* na))elee8 I wil not* tellen it* jif 

But* er we part* I-wis fon Shalt* be quyt* 

And ]>erwi]> al [he] lough and made cheie 

And saide his tale as je shal after here 4364 

)>ii8 ende)) )>e prologe of \>e cokes tale 

[No break tVi the M8.] 
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And here bygynne]? ^e Cokes tale \ Tb» oam Tmie. 

APrentis whilom dwelled in oui* Cite 
And of a craft* of vitalers was he 
Grailard he was as gold-fynch in fe shawe 
Broun as pe bery. a propre short felawe 43G8 

Wif lockes blake ykempt* fnl fetisly 
Daunce he coujje so wel and lolily 
J)af he was cleped Perkyn reveiloni* 
He was as fill of loue and paramot/r 4372 

As is ^e hyve ful of hony swete 
Wel was pe wenche wif him myjf mete 
And enery Bridale wold he sing* and hoppe 
He loued bette ]>e Tauem ^an pe shoppe 4376 

ffor whan per eny ridynge was in chepe Pesr 6i, iMck] 

Out* of pe Shoppe )>idere wold he lepe 
Til ^at* he had al ^e si^f yseytl 

And daunsed wel wold he not* come ageyfi 4380 

And gadei^ hjm. a mayne of his sorf 
To hoppe and synge and make such disport* 
And ^er ^ei setten steuen forto mete 
To pleyn at* )ye dis in such a strete 4384 

ffor in pe toune nas per no prentys 
^at* fairrer cou^e cast* a peire of dys 
^an perkyn cou)>e and ^erto he was free 
Of his dispence in place of pryvete 4388 

That* fonde his maister wel in his chaffare 
ffor off tymes he fonde his boxe ful bare 
ffor sikerly a prentise Reveiloui^ 

p&V haunte^ dis ryot* and paramour' 4392 

His maistei^ shulde in his shop abye 
Al haue he not* part* of |7e mynstralcie 
ffor ))eft and riot* ))ei ben conuertible 
Al conno ho pley on gitem or rubiblo 439 G 
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Eeuel and troupe as in a Ioag& degre 

pei ben fill wro)y alday as men may see 

pia loly Prentis wi^ his maistar bode 

Til he were nygh out* of his prentisehode 4400 

Al were he snybbed crly or late 

And somtyme ladde wi)y revel to Newgate 

But* atte last* his maister hym by^ujte 

Ypon a day whan he his paper sou^te 4404 

Of a prouer() ^at< sei)y ^is same word 

Wei bette is roten appel out* of horde 

pan ^af it rote al ^e remenatinte 

So fare)) if by a ryotous seniat^nte 4408 

It is moche lasse harme to laf hym passe 

pan he sheed alle J^e seruat^ntes in pa place 

Therfor his maister ^aue hym a quytat^nce 

And bad hym goo wi^ sorowe and meschaunce 4412 

And ^us ^is prentise had his leue . [iMf ai) 

Now laf him riot* al pe nyjt* or leue 

And for ^er is no ^eef wi]>-oaf a louke 

paV helpe)) hym to waasten or to souko 4416 

Of paif he bribe can or borowe may 

Anon he sent* his bedde and his aray 

Vnto a conper of his owne sort* 

fat* loued dys [and] reuel and disporf 4420 

And had a wif f af helde for countenaemce 

A Shop and swyued for her sustena?znce 

[No break in the MS,] 
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[THE SPURIOUS TALE OP GAMELYN.] 

[Spurious LinkJ] 

But* here-of I wil pas as nowe 

And of yonge Gamelyn I wil telle 30U. 2 



L 



[Tale.] 

ifea and listne^ and harkne^ a-njt \ ^o^!!i!!,^""'* 

And ^e shnl here of a doughty kny3f 
Sii' lohfi of houndes was his name 

He coude of Norture and of mochel game 4 

Thre sones ^e knyghf had arid wij) his body he wan 
The eldest* was a moche schiewe and sone bygan 
His bre]>er loued wel her fadei' and of him were agast 
pQ eldest* desemed his faders curs and had it atte last* 8 
pe good knyght* his feuiere lyued so yore 
)?at* de^ was commen to hym . and handled hym ful sore 
pe Good knyght* cared sore . sik fer he lay 
How his children shuld lyuen after his day 12 

He had ben wide where . but* non husbonde he was 
Al )^ londe ^at* he had it* was purchas/ 
ffayn he wold it* were dressed among* hem alld 
That* eche of hem had his parte as it myjt* falle 16 

^00 sente he in to contrey after wise knyjtes 
To helpen delen his londes f and dressen hem to ri^tes 
He sent* hem word by letters f ]>ei shul hie blyve 
Yf fei wolk* speke wi^ hym f whilst* he was a lyre 20 
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Whan ^e kny^tes harden sik ]>at< he lay 

Had f ei no rest* neifei* : ny^t* ne day 

Til J>ei come to hy w f Jjer he lay stdlle 

On his dej>es bedde/ to abide goddys wille 24 

Than seide ))e good knyght* seke per he lay (\mret, i»ek} 

Lordes I 30U wame for 8oJ> wiJ>-ouf nay 

I may no lenger lyuen hero in ^is stounde 

flbr ^orgh goddis wille f de]> droue)> me to grounde 28 

f'er nas noon of hem alle i )yat* herd hy^n ari^t* 

^at* )>ei ne had routh i of ^at* ilke kny3t< 

And seide sii^ for goddes loue f dismay 30U nou^t* 

God may dofl boote of bale i fat is now ywrou3t* 32 

fan speke f e good kny3t< i sik* fer he lay 

Boote of bale god may sonde i I wote it* is no nay 

But* I bisecche 30" kny3tes for pe loue of me 

Gof and dressef my londes 1 among* my sones fie 36 

And for fe loue of god delef not* amys 

And forgetef not* Gamelyne f my 3ong* Bonne fat is/ 

Takef hede to fat* oon as wel as to fat of ere 

Seelde 30 seen eny hier . helpen his brofere 40 

foo lete f ei f e knyght* lyen f fat* was not* in hele 

And wenten into counsel!: his londes forto dele 

Forto delen hem alle to on 1 fat* was her f oujt* 

And for Gamelytl was 3ongesf he shuld haue nou3t* 44 

Aft f e londe fat* f er was f f ei daltcn if in two 

And lete Gamelyne f e 3onge f without* londe goo 

And echo of hem seide to other ful loude 

His bre))cren my3t* 3eue him londe whan he good cowde 48 

And whan f ei had deled f e londe at* her wille 

f ei co77imen to f e knyght* . f er he lay stillo 

And tolde him anoon i how f ei had wT0U3t* 

And fe knyght* fere he laye liked it* ri3t nou3t* 52 

IF Than seide f e kny^t* i be seint* Maityne 

For al fat* 30 han done i 3it is the londe my ne 

Ifor goddis loue neighbours . stondef alle stillo 

And I wil delen my londe i after myn owne wille 5G 
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John myne eldest* sone f slial haue plowes fyve 

^af was my faders heritage f whan he was alyve 

And my myddelesf sone ,v. plowes of londe 

|)af I halpe forto gete with my rijf honde 60 

And al myfl oJ)f?re pin-chace of londes and ledes peaf esj 

l^af I bique]>e Gamelyn . and al my good stedes 

And I biseche 30U good men )>at< lawe conuQ of londe 

For Gramelynes lone f J>af my quesf stonde 64 

Thus dalf f e kny3f . his londe by his day 

Ri3f on his def bed sik fer he lay 

And sone afterward he lay stoon stille 

And deide whan tyme comef as it* was crwtes will« 68 

Anoon as he was dede and vnder gras graue 

Sone y elder bro))er f giled ]>e 3onge knane 

He toke into his honde his londe and his lede 

And Gamelyne him seluen to clo^e and to fede 72 

He clo^d him and fedde him/ euelt and eke wrotha 

And lete his londes forfare f and his houses bo^e 

His Parkes and his wodes f and did no )>ing* welle 

And si]>en ho it* abou3t* on his owne felle 76 

So longe was Gamelyne in his bro]>ers halle 

ffor ))e strongest* of good witt ))ei douted hyw» alle 

per was noon )}er-Inne nei]>er 3onge ne olde 

))at* wolcJ wrothe Gamelyfi. were he nouer so bolde 80 

Gamelyne stood on a day f in his bro^eres 3erde 

And byganne wi^ his hond/ to handol his berde 

He ^ou3t* on his landes fat lay vnsowe 

And his faro okes j»t* doune were ydrawe 84 

His Parkes were broken/ and his deer reued 

Of alio his good stedes/ noon was hym byleued 

His hous were vnhilled/ and fill euell: di3t* 

Tho J)0U3t* Gamelyne/ it* went* not* ari3t* 88 

IF AfterwanJ come his brojjor walking* Jwure 

And seide to Gamelytl. is our mete 3are 

Tho wrathed him Gamelyfi/ and swore by goddys boko 

pow shalt* go bake pi self/ I wil not* be ^i coke 92 
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What* brofor Gamelyne howe answerst Jwu nowe 

]>ou spekest* neuere suc^ a word as pon dost nowe 

By feife seide Gamelyfl i now me ]>enke)y nede 

Of al ^e harmes )>at< I haue f I toke neuere jif hede . 96 

My parkes bene broken! and my dere reued cicftf es, iMdi] 

Of myn armes ne my stedes f non3t* is bylened 

Att J>af my fadei^ me byquajje f al gof to shame 

And ^erfor haue pon goddes curs i bro^<;re be fi name 100 

^an spake his broker ^at* rape was and rees 

Stond stille Gadlynge and holde )>i pees 

Thou shalf be fayn to haue f ]>i mete arid ^i wede 

What* spekesf J)ow gadeUng* . of londe or of lede 104 

Than seide Gamelyfi 5 )>e child so ^ing* 

Cristes curs mote ho haue i |7at* me clepeth Gadelinge 

I am no wors Gadeling* f ne no wors wi^t* 

But* bom of a lady and gete of a kny^t* 108 

Ne dorsf he not* to Gamelyfi neuere a foot* goo 

But* cleped to hym his men i and seide to hem ]k>o/ 

Gof and bettf f is boye and reue)> hym his witte 

And lat* him leme ano)>er tyme f to answei^ me bctte 112 

Than seide |7e Child 3onge Gamelyfi 

Cristes curs mote poxx haue i bro))er art Jwu myft 

And if I shal algates be beten anon 

Cristes curs mote pon haue i but poxx be paV ofl 116 

And anon his bro))er in ^at* grete hete 

Made his men to fette staues Gamelyn to bete 

Whan euery of hem had a staf ynommen 

Gamelyn was werre . whan he segh hem commen 1 20 

Whan Gamelyne segh hem commen. he loked ouer att 

And was ware of a pestel i stode vnder f e wait 

Gamelyn was li3t* and )>idei^ gan he lepe 

And droof alle his broferes men ri3f sone on an hepe 124 

And loked as a wilde lyon. and leido on good wone 

And whan liis broker segh ])af i he byga/ine to gofi 

He fley vp into a loft* f and shette pe door fast* 

pua Gamelyn wi)) his pestel. made hem al a-gast* 128 
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Some for Gamelyns loue. and some for eye 

Alle ]>ei droughen hem to halues whan he gun to pleyc 

IT What* nowe seide Gamelyfi f euel mote 30 the 

Wil 30 bygynne contecte 5 and so sone flee 132 

(jamelyfi sou^f his broker f whidei* he was flowe [lenf 04] 

And seghe where he loked ont* a wyndowe 

Jkofere seide Gamelyn. come a litel nere 

And I wil teche fe a play at ]>e bokelere 136 

llis hTo\>ere him ansuerde. and seide by seinf Richere 

fe while faV pestel is in ))ine honde . I wil come no nere 

IJrofer I wil make f i pees f I swer by cn'stes oore 

<^ast* away ))e pestel. and wrej>e J>e no more 140 

] most* nede seide Gramelyn wre^ me at* onys 

ifor J)OU wold make pi men. to breke my bonys 

Ne had I hadde maytl and myjt* in myn armes 

To han hem fro me . pei wold haue do£L me harmes 144 

Gamelyn seide his brojyer be ^ou not* wroth 

Forto sene ^e han harme. me were ri3t* loth 

I ne did it* not* broj^er but* for a fondinge 

ifor to loken wher }k)u art* stronge and art* so 3enge 148 

Come a doune )yan to me and graunt* me my bon^ 

Of oon ^ing* I wil pQ axe and we shal san3t* sone 

Doune fan come his bro)}er ]>at* flkel was and felle 

And was swif sore a-feerd of J>e pestelle 152 

He seide bro]}er Gramelyn axe me pi bone 

And loke )>ou me blame but* I it* grannie sone 

J>an seide Gamelyn broker I-wys 

And we shul be at* ofi. poM most gvaunte me this 156 

Att j^at* my fader me by-quaf . whilst* he was alyue 

)>ow most* do me it* haue. if we shul not* strive 

|)at* shalf )you haue Gamelyn I swere bi cnstes oore. 

Al )yat* ^i fadere pe by-<][ua)>e. Jyough pon wold haue more 

Thy londe ^at* lit!i ley. wel it* shal be sawe 161 

And ^ine houses reised vp ]>at* bene leide ful lawc 

Thus seide pe knyght . to gamelyn wi^ mou)>e 

And povL^t on falsnes as he wel cou^ 1 64 
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pQ kny3t;< ^ou3t* ou tresofi. and gamelyn anofi 

And wente ajid kissed his bro)>er and whan fei were at oil 

Alas yonge Gamelyn no ^ing* he ne wist 

Wi]> such fals tresofi . his broker him kisf 168 

Ly]>eneth and listene]> and holdejy ^our tonge Omt 64, teek] 

And 30 shul here talking* of Gamelyn fe 3onge 

IT Ther was fere bisiden cride a wrastelinge 

And ]>erfore per was sette a ramme and a linge 1 72 

And Gamelyn was in wille to wende perto/ 

fForto preuen his my3f what* he coude doo 

Brofere seide Gamelyn by seint* Bichere 

J>ow most* lene me to ny3f a litel coursere 1 76 

That* is fresshe fro fe spore on for to rido 

I most* on an eranc} a litel here beside 

By god seide his bro])er/ of stedes in my stalle 

Goo and chese pe the best* spare nofi of hem alio 180 

Of stedes and of coursers fat* stoden hem byside 

And telle me good brof er whider pon wilt ride 

Here beside broker is cried a wrastelinge 

And f erfore shal be sette a ram and a ringe 1 84 

Moche worchip it were hiopere to vs alle 

Might* I J>e ram and pe ring* bring* home to pia halle 

A stede ther was sadeled smertly an skete 

Gamelyn did a peire spores fast* on his fete 188 

He sette his foote in pe stirop pe stede he bistrode 

And towardes pe wrasteling* pe yong* childe rode 

IT Wlian Gemolyn pe 3onge was riden out* atte gat« 

pe fals kny3t« his brof er loked it* aftei^ fate 1 92 

And by80U3t* Ihc^u c^vst* fat* is heuene kinge 

He myght* breko his nccke in f e wrestelinge 

As sone as Gamelyn come per pe place was 

He light* doune of his stede and stood on f e gras 1 96 

And f er he herde a frankeleyn weiloway singe 

And by-gonne bitterly his hondes for to wringe 

Good man seide Gamelyn f whi mast f ou f is fare 

Is f er no man fat* may. 30U hclpon out* of care 200 
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AUas seide fis frankeleyn faf euere was I bore 

ffor twey stalworf sones f I wene )jaf I haue lore 

A champion is in J>e place. J>af haj> wronjt* me sorowe 

ffor he ha}) sclayn my two sones. but* ^if god hew boroAve 

I wil 3eue x. li. by Ihe^u crist and more [leaf «»] 

Wi)j )?e nones I fonde a man wold handel hyw sore 

Good man seide Gamely;i wilf f ou wele dofl 

Iloldo my hors J>e whiles my man f drowo of my shofi 208 

And helpe my man to kepe/ my clofes and my stede 

And I wil to place gofl . to loke if I may spede 

By god seide J>e ffrankeleyn if shal be dofi 

I wil my seK be )?i man to drowe of pi shofi 212 

And wende J>ou into place Ihesu. cWst J>e spede 

And dredo not* of pi clojjes. ne of pi good stede 

Bare-foof and vngirf. Gamelyn Inne came 

Alle faf were in J>e place . hede of him name 216 

Howe he durst* auenture him to dofi his my^t* 

)7at* was so doghty a champion in wrasteling* and in fijt 

Vp stert* pe Champion rapely andn 

And toward yong* Gamelyn byganne to gon 220 

And seide who is ]>i fadere and who is ]>i sire 

ffor sothe J>ou art* a grete fool fat* thou come hir^ 

Gamelyn answerd J?e Champiofl })0 

Thowe knewe wel my fadere while he my^t goo 224 

pe whiles he was alyue by seynf Martyn 

Sii^ lohfl of Boundes was his name a7id I am Gamelyii 

^ ffelawe seide pe Champion so mote I f rive 

I knewe wel f i fadere J>e whiles he was alyue 228 

And J>i si If Gamelyn I wil J>at* pan it here 

While f ou were a ^ong* boy. a moch shrewe poxx were 

Than seide Gamelyn and swore by cr/stes ore 

Now I am older wexe J>ou shalt* finde mo a more 232 

By god seide pe Champion welcome mote pon be 

Come f ow onys in my honde . J>ou shalt* neuere the 

It was wel wi)j-in pe ny3t* and pe mone shone 

Whan Gamelyn and pe Champiofl to-gidei* gon gone 23G 
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The Champion cast* tumes to Gamelyfi pat was piest* 

And Gamelyn stode and bad hjm done his best^ 

Than seide Gamelyn to f e Champioun 

Jjowe art* fast* aboute to bringe me adotm 240 

"Now I hane proued mony tumes of ^ine Oaf 65. back} 

Thow most* he seide oon or ij. of myne 

Gumelyn to )>e Champiofi 3ede smertely anon 

Of alle ^e tumes ^af he cou^e he shewed hym but ofl 

And cast< him on )>e liff sida pat pre ribbes to-brake 245 

And ^erto his owne arme ^at* jaf a grete crake 

Than seide Gamelyn smertly an5n 

Shal it* bihold for a casf or ellis for non 248 

By god seide J>e Champion whedere if bee 

He ))at* commep ones in pi honde shal he tkeviere the 

IT Than seide )>e frankeley pat had ^e sones ]>ere 

Blessed be pon Gamelyn J>at« euere fou bore were 252 

The fifrankleyn seide to J>e Champiofi on hjm stode hy?n 

This is jonge Gamelyfi fat* tau^t/ J>e pia pleye l"^^ ®y© 

A3ein answerdf pa Cham)>ioh). paV likef no f ing* wel 

He is al)>er maister and his pley is ri^t* fell: 256 

Si])en y wrasteled first* it* is goon ^ore 

But* I was neuci^ in my lif handelcd so sore 

Gamelyn stode in J?e place anon wiJ>-ouf serk* 

And seide ^if f cr be moo lat* hem come to werk* 260 

The Champion )jat* pyned hym to worch sore 

It* seme]) by his countenat/nce paV he wil no more 

Gamelpn in pe place stood stille as stone 

ffor to abide wrastelinge but* per come none 264 

J)er was noon wij> gamelyn pat wold wrastel more 

ffor he handeled the Champiofl so wonderly sore 

Two gentile men fat ^cmed )>e place 

Come to Gamelyin god ^eue hym good grace 268 

And seide to hym do on * f i hosen and f i shoone 

ffor sof at* pis tyme J>is fare is done 

And fan seide Gamelyn so mot* I wel fare 

1 haue not* 3ete halucndele sold my ware 272 
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)joo seide f e Champiofi f so broke I my swere 

He is a fool ))af ))erof bie]> ]>ou selle]) it* so dere 

Tho saide f o fFrankeleyfl J>af was in moch care 

ifelawe he saide whi lackest* ]>ou ])is ware 276 

By sante lame of Gales )>at* mony man hsip soujt [leaf 66] 

Jif is it* to good chepe fat* fow hast* boujf 

Thoo J>af wardeynes were of J>at« wrasteling* 

Come and brou^t* Gamelyn )je Ramme and f e rjmge 280 

[ 

no gap in the MS,"] 

And Gramelyn bif ou^t* him it was a faire ])inge 

And went* wij> moche loye home in f e momynge 28 i 

% His broJ>er see wher he came 5 wif f e grete route 

And bad shitt* f e gate and hoW hym wif oute 

The Porter of his lord was soor a gaasf 

And stert* anoon to ^q gate and lokked it* fast* 288 

% Now lithenes and listne)? boJ> ^onge and olde 

And ^e shul here gamen of Gamelyn f e bolde 

Gamelyn come to J>e gate for to haue come Inne 

And it* was shett* fast* wij) a strong* pynne 292 

Jjan seide Gamelyn Porter vndo f e ^ate 

ifor good mcMnys sones stonden )>er-ate 

)>an answerd f e porter and swore by goddys herd* 

)5ow ne shalt* Gamelyn come into fis ^erde 296 

Thow lixt* seide Gamelyfi/ so broke I my chjme 

He smote \e wikett* wij> his foote and breke awaie y pynne 

The Porter seie f oo/ it my^t no bett<?r be 

He sette foote on erth and bygan to flee 300 

By my feye seide Gamelyn fat* travaile is ylore 

ffor I am of fote as light* as J>ou . if J>oti haddest* it sworo 

Gramelyn ouertoke f e porter*, and his tene wrake 

And girt* him in J>e nek* fat* f e boon to-brake 304 

And toke hym by fat* oon arme/ and threwe hym in a welle 

vij^. fadme if was depe/ as I haue herd telle 

IT Whan Gamelyn f e yonge fus had plaied his playe 

Alle fat* in fe yorde were . drowen hem awaye 308 
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pel dredden him fol sore for werk ^af he w^n^t^ 
And for pe faire company ]>af he ^ider brou^l^ 
Gamelyn jede to )>e gate/ and lete if yp wide 
He lete Inne aK. ^at< goiL wold or ride 312 

And seide 30 be welcome wi|) out* eny grene 
fifor we wil be maisters here and axe no man leue 
Just^rday I left*/ seide jonge Gamelyfi Dmim,}mA2 

In my brofers selei^/ v. tonne of wyfl 316 

I wil not* \fia company partyn a-twynne 
And 3e wil done after me/ while sope is ]>6r-Inne 
And if my bro})er grache or make foule chere 
Ei))er for spence of mete and drink*/ pai we spende here 
I am oure Catowr and here our slper purs 321 

He shal haue for his gracching* seint* Maries curs 
My brojjer is a Nigon f I swere be cn'stes oore 
And we wil spende largely/ \>ai^ he h&p spared yore 324 
And who \>a.\f make grucchinge })at* we here dwelle 
He shal to f e porter in to pQ drowe-welle 
.Vij. dayes and vij. ny^tes Gamelyn helde his feest* 
Wip moche solace/ was per noon cheesf 328 

In a litel torret* his brojjer lay steke 
And see hem waast* his good and dorst* no worJ speke 
Erly on a momynge on pe viij. day 

The G^tes come to Gamelyn and wolde gofl her way 332 
Lordes seide Gamelyn wil ^e so hie 
Al pe wyne is not* ^it* dronko ' 90 brouke I myft ye 
Gamelyn in his hert*/ was ful woo 

Whan his gestes toke her leue. fro hyra forto go 336 

He wolde pei had dwelled lenger. and J>ei seide nay 
But* bytaughf Gamelyn. god and good day 
Thus made Gameljm his feesf. and broujf wel to ende 
And aftere his gestes. toko leue to wende 340 

^ Lythen and listen and holde joui* tunge 
And 3e shal here Game of Gamelyn pe 3onge 
Harkeneth lordingges and listene)) ari3t 
Whan alle gestis were goon how gamelyn waa dijt* 34 1 
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Alle pe while ])at< Gamelyn heeld his Mangerye 

His bro|)ere J^ou^t* on hym be wroke/ witli his trecherye 

Whan Gamylyns gestes were riden and gofi 

Gamelyn stood anon allone/ frend had he noil 348 

Tho aftere felle sone/ within a litel stounde 

Gamelyn was taken/ and ful hard ybounde 

fforf Come pe fals knynghff out* of J>e Solere o^vn 

To Gamelyn his brojjor/ he ^ede ful nere 352 

And saide to Gamelyn/ who made pe so bold 

For to stroien pe stoor of myn household 

Brojjer seide Gamelyn wrej> J>e ri^t* nought* 

ffor if is many day gon sij> it* was bou^t* 366 

ffor bro|)er pou hast* had by seint* Eichere 

Of XV. plowes of londe. |)is xyj. ^ere 

And of alleT^e beestes ^ou hast* for]) bredde 

That* my fader me byquath on his depea bedde 360 

Of al )jis xyj. ^ere I 3eue J>e fe pro we 

fifor })e mete and })e drink })at* we han spended nowe 

Than seide pe fals knyjt*. euel mote he pee 

Herken brof ere Gamelyn what* I wil jeue J>e 364 

ffor of my body broj^er f here geten haue I none 

I wil make pe myn heire I s a ere by seint* lohn 

Parfay seide Gamelyn f and if it* so be 

And povL thenk* as ))ou seist* i god jeeld it* pe 368 

No )>inge wist* Gamelyn of his bro|)er gile 

Therfore he hym bygiled in a litel while 

Gamelyn seide. oon ^ing* I pe telle 

J>oo fou pTewe my porter in pe drowe-welle 372 

I swore in fat* wrepe and in fat* grete moote 

fat* poM shuldest* be bounde bof e honde and fote 

[ 

no gap in the MS."] 376 

This most* be fulfilled f my men to dote 

ffor to holden myn avowe as I f e bihote 

% Brofer seide Gamelyn as mote I fee 

\>ovl shalf not* be forswore for f e loue of me 380 
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The maden ]>ci Gamelyn to sitte and not< stonde 

To \>ei had hym bounde bo}) fote and honde 

pe fals knyghf his bro))eR of Gamelyn was a-gast* 

And sent* efter fetters to fettei^ hym fast* 384 

His bro})er made lesingges on him per he stode 

And tolde hem ]>at* commen Inne pat Gamelyn was wode 

Gamelyn stode to a post*, bounden in pQ hall: 

poo faf cowmen Inne. loked on hym all: 388 

Euer stode Gamelyn euen vp-ri^t* li««f «7, bMk) 

But* mete and drink had ne noun, neiper day ne ny^f 

Than seide Gamelyn/ brother be myn hals 

Nowe haue I aspied ])on art* a party fals 392 

Had I wist* pe Treson fat* hast* yfounde 

I wold haue jeue strokes or I had be bounde 

Gamelyn stode bounde stille as eny stone 

Tho daies and two ny^tes mete had he none 396 

Than seide Gamelyn f fat* stood ybound stionge 

Adam Spencer* me fenkef I fast* to longe 

Adam Spencere now I biseche f e 

ffor pe moche loue my fadere loued pe 400 

If fou may come to pe keys/ lese me out* of bonde 

And I wil part* wij? pe of my free londe 

Than seide Adam fat* was f e spencere 

I haue serued f i brof er f is xvj ^ere 404 

Jif I lete f e gone out* of his boure 

He wold saye afterwardes I were a tratowr 

Adam seide Gameljm so brouke I myn hals 

Thow shalf finde f i brof er at* f e last* fals 408 

Therfore brof er Adam lose me out* of bolides 

And I will parte wif f e of my free londes 

Vp such forward soide Adam ywis 

I wil do ferto al fat* in me is 412 

Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I fe 

I wil holde f e Conaunte and f ou wil me [fre] 

Anoon as Adams lord to bed was gofi 

Adam toke fe Kayes and lete Gamelyn out* anofi 416 
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He vnlocked Gamelyn bof hondes OTid fete 

In hope of auaMncement* fat* he hym byhete 

Than seide Gamelyn )>onked be goddis sonde 

Nowe I am lose boj> fote and honde 420 

Had I nowe eten and dronken ar^t* 

per is noon in f is hous shuld bynde me )>is nyjt* 

Adam toke Gamelyn as stille as eny stone 

And ladde him into fe spence raply anone 424 

And sette him to sopere ri^f in a pWvey styde [ieaf«j 

He bad hym do gladly and so he dide 

Anoon as Gamelyn had eten wel and fyne 

And |)erto y-dronken wel of J>e rede wyne 428 

Adam seide Gttmelyn what* is nowe )>i rede 

Or I go to my bro|)er and Gerd of his his hede 

Gamelyn seide Adam it* shal not* be so 

I can teche pe a rede })at* is wovp )>e twoo/ 432 

I wote wel forso)) )»f f is is no nay/ 

We shul haue a Mangerye ri^t* on sonday 

Abbotes and Priours mony here shul be 

And oper men of holy chirch as I telle )>e 436 

pou shal stonde vp by f e post* as fou were bounde fast* 

And I shal leue hem vnloke fat* away fou may hem cast* 

Whan fat* f ei han eten and wasshen her handes 

f ow shalt* biseche hem alle to bringe f e out* of bondes 440 

And if f ei willen borowe fe fat* were good game 

fan were f ou out* of prison and [I] out* of blame 

And if ecche of hem saye to vs nay 

I shal do anofer I swere by fis day 444 

J^ow shalt* haue a good staf and I wil haue anof ere 

And cnstes curs haf fat* on fat* faillef fat of ere 

3e for god seide Gamelyn I say if for me 

K I faille on my side evel mot* I fee 448 

If we shul algate assoille hem of her synne 

Wame me brother/ Adam whan we shul bygynne 

Gamelyn seid Adam by seint* charite 

I wil wame fe bifom whan it* fihal be 452 
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Whan I winke on J)e. loke forto gone 

And caste away ]n fetters and come to me anofi 

Adam seido Gamelyn blessed be f i bonys 

)?af is a good counseile ^euen for J>e nonys 466 

Jif fei wame me pe to bring* out* of bondes 

I wil sette good strokes ri^t* on here lendes 

Whan pe Sonday was commen and folk to Je feest 

ffaire pei were welcomed, bo)) leesf mid mesf 460 

And cuer as ^ei at* )>e haldore come Inne [\mtn, taeki 

They casten her yen/ on jonge Gamelyn 

The fals kny3t* his broJ>er ful of trecberye 

Al J>e gettes paif per were at* pe mangerye 464 

Of Gamelyn bis bro))er he tolde hem wip mou^ 

Al pe harme and pe shame ])af he telle coupQ 

Whan )?ei were yserued of messes ij. or tbre 

J?an seide Gamelyn howe seme je me 468 

It* is not* wel serued by god ))at* afl* made 

)?at* I sitte fastingc and o})cr men make glade 

The fals kny3t* his brojjer per as be stode 

Told to aft fe gestes fat* Gamelyn was wode 472 

And Gamolyn stode stille and answerd? noujf 

But* Adames wordes he helde in his foujt* 

Thoo Gamelyn gan speke doolfuUy wi})-att 

To pe grete lordes J>at* seten in pe ball: 476 

^ Lordes be seide for cristes passiofi 

Helpe to bringe Gamelyn out* of pnsofi 

)?an seide an Abbot* sorowe on his cheke 

He shal haue cnstes curs and seint* Maries eke 480 

That* po out* of prison beggep or borowe 

And euer worp him wel pat* dop pe mocbe sorowe 

After pat* Abbot* pan speke anopere 

I wold pine hede were of pougfe pou were my bropere 484 

Aft pat* pe borowe foule mot* hem falle 

Thu8 pei seiden alle pat* were in pe halle 

IT Than seide a Priour/ euel inote he preue 

It* is grete sorowe and care boy pat pou art alyue 488 
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Ow seide Gamely n so brouke I my bone 

]^ow bane I spied })af frendes baue I nofi 

Cursed mote be wor}) . boj> flessb and blood 

J)af euer do)) Priour or Abbot* eny good 492 

Adam pe Spencere toke vp fe clot£ 

And loked on Gamelyn and segfi ^slV he was wro^e 

Adam on tbe Pantry litel be J^oujf 

And two good staues to ))e balle door be brou3t* 496 

Adam loked on Gamelyn and be was warra anofi [leaf «q 

And cast< away pe fetters and bygan to goft 

Wban be come to Adam be toke paif on staf 

And bygan to worcb and good strokes ^af 500 

Gamelyn come into pe balle and )>e Spencer' bo^e 

And loked bem aboute as pei badden be vnope 

Gamelyn spreyne^ boly watere wi)> an oken spire 

Tbat* some ^at< stode vpri^t* felle in p6 fire 504 

per was no lewe man p&V in pe balle stode 

f af wolde do Gamelyn eny ping* but* good 

But* stoden bisides and lete bem bop wircli 

ffor pei bad no rewpe of men of boly cbircfi 508 

Abbot* or Priour monk or cbanoun 

Tbaf Gamelyn ouertoke. anon pel jeden doun 

Tber was noon of alle pat* witli bis staf mette 

)>at* be ne made bem ouer-prowe to quyte bem bis dette 

Gamelyn seide Adam for seint* cbarite 513 

Pay good lyuere for pe loue of me 

And I wil kepe pe door so euere bere I masse . 

£r pei bene assoiUed per sbal non passe 516 

Doate pe not* seide Gamelyn wbil we ben in feie 

Kepe powe wel pe door and I wil wircbe bere 

Bystere pe good adam and lete non fle 

And we sbul telle largely bow mony pot per be 520 

Gamelyn seide Adam do bem but* goode 

])ei bene men of boly cburcti drowe of hem no blode 

Saue wel pe crownes. and do hem no barmes 

But* breke bop her logges/ and si pen her armes 524 
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Thus Gamelyn and Adam wrou^f ry^V fesf 

And pleide wip pe monkes and made hem agast;* 

Jjidere fei come ridinge loly vdp swaynes 

And home ajein pai were ladde in cartes utkI waynes 528 

Tho fei hadden al ydo. psn seide a grey frere 

Alias Six* abbof what* did we nowe here 

Whan p&V we cowmen hidcre it* was a cold rede 

Vs had be bef haue be at* home . wit^ water and brede 532 

While GamelytL made orders of monke and frere Umt m, bMk] 

Euere stood his bro))cr and made foule chere 

Gamelyn vp vnp his staf |)at* he wel knewe 

And girt* hym in pQ nek p&tf he oner thrwe 536 

A litel aboue pe Girdel pe Eigge-boon he brast 

And sette him in pe fetters per he sat* arsf 

Sitte pel brojjer seide Gamelyfi 

fforto colen )ji body/ as I did myfl 640 

As swith as ]?ei had wrokcn hem on her foofi 

pel asked water and wasshen anofL 

What* some for her loue and some for her Awe 

Alt pe seruaz^ntes serucd hem on pe best* lawe 644 

pe Sherreue was pennes but .v. myle 

And att was tolde him in a lytel while 

Howe Gamelyn and Adam had ydo a sorye rees 

Bounden and wounded men ajeinst pe kingges pees/ 648 

Tho bygan sone strif* for to wake 

And J>e shereff about* Gamelyn forto take 

IF Now lifen and listen so god ^eue 30U good fyne 

And ye shul here good game of yonge Gamely ne 552 

xxiijj** jonge men fat* holdo hem ful bold 

Come to pe shiref and seide pat* pei woldl 

Gamelyn and Adam fette by her fay 

The Sheref 3aue hem leue sop for to say 656 

Thei hiden fast* wold pei not* lynne 

To pei come to pe gate pere Gamelyn was Inne 

Thei knocked on pe gate pe porter was ny^e 

And loked out* att* an hool as man pat* was scle^e 660 
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pe Porter had bihold hem a litel while 

He loued wel Gamelyn and was dradde of gyle 

Ajid lete J>e wikett* stonde ful stille 

And asked hem vnp out* what* was her wille 564 

ffor att pe grete company/ speke but oon 

Vndo \>e gate porter and laf vs in goll 

J3an seide pe Porter so brouke I my chyn 

3e shul saie joure erand er ^e come Inne 568 

Sey to Gamelyn and Adam/ if J>eire wil be [leaf 70] 

We wil speke wij> hem two wordes or J>re 

fifelawe seide ]>e Porter stonde ]>er stille 

And I wil wende to Gamelyn to wete his wille 572 

Inne went* f e porter to Gamelyn anofl 

And saide sii' I wame 30U here ben commen pw^ foofi 

The Shireues men bene at* pe gate 

fforto take 30U bo|) p shul not* scape 576 

Porter seide Gamelyn so mote I pe 

I wil alowe pi wordes whan I my tyme se 

Go ageyn to ^e gate and dwelle wip hem a while 

And |)ou shalt* se rijf sone porter a gile 580 

Adam seide gamelyn hast* ]7e to goil 

We han foo-men mony and frendes neuere oil 

If bene pe shireues men p&V hider bene commen 

|)ei ben swore to-gidere paif we shal be nomen 584 

Gamelyn seide Adam hye pe ri^f blyve 

And if I fails pe fis day euel mof I ))rive 

And we shul so welcome )>e shyreues men 

])at* some of hem shal make her beddes in ^e fenne 588 

At* a postern gate Gamelyn out* went* 

And a good Cartstaf in his hondes hent* 

Adam hent* sone ano)>er grete staff 

ffor to helpen Gamely ne and good strokes jaf 592 

Adam felled tweyn and Gamelyn pre 

pe o])er sette fete on erpe and bygan to flee 

What* seide Adam so euere here I masse 

I baue ri^t* good wyne diynk er ^e passe 593 
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Nay by god seide })ei fi drink is not< goode 

It wolde make a mannys brayn to lyen on his hode 

Gamelyn stode stille and loked hym aboute 

And seide fe Shyref cowmej) wij> a grete route 600 

Adam seide Gamelyn whaf bene nowe pi redes 

Here comme]? })e sliercf and wil haue our hedes 

Adam seide to Gamelyn my rede is now yia 

Abide we no lenger lest we fiEire amys €04 

I rede we to wode gon/ er we be founde LiMfTVibMk] 

Better is pei louse )>an in pe tonne botmde 

Adam toke by pQ honde yonge Gamelyn) 

And euery of hem dronke a drau^f of wyfl 608 

And after token he cours and wenten her way 

T[h]o fonde pe Shyrreue nysf buf non aye 

IT The Shirreue li3t/ doune and wenf into halle 

And fonde pe lord fetred fasf wif alle 612 

The Schirreue vnfetred hym ri^f sone anofl 

And sent* aftere a leche to hele his rigge-bofi 

Laf we nowe pQ tela kny3f lye in his care 

And talke we of Gamelyn . and of his &re 61 6 

Gamelyn into pe wode stalked stille 

And Adam Spensere liked ri3f ille 

Adam swore to Gamelyn by seinf Eichera 

Nowe I see it* is mery to be a spencere 020 

Jif leuer me were kayes to here 

J3an walken in pis wilde wode my elopes to tere 

Adam seide Gamelyn dismay pe n^V nou^t* 

Mony good mannys child in care is brou^f 624 

As pei stode talkinge bopen in fere 

A.dam henJ talking* of men. and ri^if nygh hem pei were 

Tho Gamelyn vnder wode loked ari3t* 

vij"^*. of jonge men he seye wel ydi^t* 628 

Alle satte at* pe mete compas about* 

Adam seide Gamelyn now haue I no dout* 

Aftere bale commep bote porgh goddis my^t* 

Mo pink* of mete and drynk* I haue a sijt* 632 
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Adam loked |)oo vnder wode bougli 

And whan he seg^ meto was glad ynogti 

ffor he hoped to god to haue his dele 

And he was sore alonged after a mele 636 

As he seide )jat worde pe mayster outlawe 

Saugh Adam and gamelyn vnder f e wode shawe 

Jonge men seide pQ maistere by fe good rode 

I am ware of gestes . god sende vs goode 640 

Jone ben twoo jonge men wel ydighf PeirfTii 

And paraventnre fer ben mo who so loked rijt 

A-naep vp ^onge men and fette hem to me 

It is good ]7at* we weten what* men pQi be 644 

Vp fer sterten .vij. from f e dynere 

And metten vnp Gamelyn and Adam Sponcei' 

Whan f ei were nyghe hem pan seide fat oofl 

JeeldeJ) vp ^onge men jour bowes and ^oui* floon 648 

)?an seide Gamelyn paf 3ong* was/ of// elde 

Moche sorowe mote ]>ei haue faV to 30U hem jelde 

I Curs noon ofere buf right* my silue 

J>oo 3e fette to 30U .v. pan be ^e twelue 652 

Whan pei hard by his word? J>af myjt* was in his arme 

Ther was noon of hem faf wold do hym harme 

But seide to Gamelyn myldely and stille 

ComeJ) a-fore our Maister and seij> to hym ^oitr wille 656 

Jonge men seide Gameljm be ^our lewte 

What* man is ^oui' maister })at* 30 wi}) be 

Alle pel answerd wif out* lesing* 

Our maister is crowned of outlawe king* 660 

Adam seide Gamelyn go we in cnstes name 

He may nei)>er mete ne drink wame vs for shame 

If fat* he be hende and come of gentil blood 

He wU 3eue vs mete and drink and do us som gode 664 

By seint* lame seide Adam what* harme fat* I gete 

I wil auenture me fat* I had mete 

Gamelyn and Adam went* fortfi in fere 

And fei grette f e Maistei' fat* fei fond fere 668 
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Than seide ]>e Maistei king* of outlawes 

What* seche ^e ^onge men vnder pe wode shawes 

Gamelyn answercJ pe king* with his croun 

He most< nedcs walk< in feeld ))at< may not^ in toun G72 

Sire we walk not* here no harme to doo 

But* jif we mete a dere to shete pet'to 

As men )jaf bene hungry and mow no mete tynde 

And ben hard" bystadf vnder wode lynde 676 

Of Gamelyns wordes / p^ maister had Tenpe DMf 7i, i»ckj 

And seide ^e shul haue ynow haue god my treut^ 

He bad hem sitte do2«n forto take rest* 

And bad hem ete and drink* and )>at of pe best* 680 

As })ci eten and dronken wel and fyne 

))an seide on to snoper. })is is Gamelyfi 

))0 was )}e Maistere outlawe into counseile nome 

And tolde ho we it* was Gamelyn pat )>ider was come 6 Si 

Anon as he herd how it* was byfalle 

He made him maister* vnder hym ouer hem aHe 

Wit/ilnne po iij. weke hym come tydinge 

To pe Maistere outlawe p&V was her kinge 688 

)?at* he shuld come home his pees was made 

And of )?at* good tydinge he was ful glade 

)joo seide he to his ^onge men soJ> forto telle 

Me bene commen tydinges f I may no lenger dwelle 692 

Tho was Gamelyn anoon wif out* taryinge 

Made maistcr^ outlawe and crowned her kinge 

Whan Gamelyn was crowned king* of outlawes 

And walked had a while vnder pe wode shawes/ 696 

pe fals kny^f bis bro|)er was sherif and sire 

And lete his bro|)e?'e endite for hate and for ire 

jjoo were his boond-men sory 1 and no ))ing* glade 

Whan Gamelyn her lord / wolfes hede was cried and made 

And sent* out* of his men wher |)ei my3f hym fynde 

Ifor to go seke Gamelyfi vnder pe wode lynde 

To telle hym tyding* pe wynde was wente 

And nl his good reued and al his men shout* 704 
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Whan pei had hym founden on knees pei hem setten 

And adoune with her bodes and her lord gretten 

Sii* wreth 30U nof for pe good rode 

ffor we han brou^f jou tydyngges but* J>ei be nof gode 708 

Nowe is \>i brojjer Sherreue aTid h&p pe bayly 

And haf endited pe / and wolfes hede do|) pe crye 

Alias seide Gamelyn J^af euere I was so sclak 

paif I ne had broke his nek whan I his rigge brak* 712 

Go|) greiep wel myn husbondes and wif [leaf 72] 

I wil be af pe nexf shyre haue god my lif 

Gramelyn come redy to pe nexf shire 

And per was his bro|)er boJ> lord and sire 716 

Gamelyn boldely come into pe mote halle 

And putf a doun his bode / amonge })o lordes aHe 

God saue 30U lordinggs peJf here be 

Buf broke-bak sherreue euel mote pou pee 720 

Whi hast |)ou dofi me paf^ shame and vilonye 

fforto laf endite me / and wolfeshede do me crye 

J>oo l^ou^f pe fals kny3f forto bene awreke 

And lette Gamelyn mosf he no ))ing* speke 724 

Mighf per be no grace, buf Gamelyn atte lasf 

Was cast/ in prj'son and fettred fasf 

IT Gamelyn haj> a broJ>ere f af hi^f sir Ote 

Als good an knyghf and hende as myjt gofi on fote 728 

Anoon ^ede a massager' to ]>af good kny^f 

And tolde him al to-gidere how gamelyn was di^f 

Anoon whan sii* ote herd howe Gamelyn was di3f 

He was ri^f sory and no ))ing« lijf 732 

And lete sadel a stede and pe way namme 

And to his tweyne bre^eren rijt sone he camme 

Six* seide Sir* Ote to pe sherreue f 00 

We bene buf pre hrepeTen shul we neu^re be mo 736 

And ^ou hasf pnsoned ^e best of vs alle 

Such anopere broker euel mote hym byfalle 

Six' Ote seide pe false knyghf laf be )>i core 

By god for pi wordes he shal fare pe wors 740 
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To ])e kingges prison he is jnome 

And per he sliol abide to ])e lustise come 

Parde Seide Sii* Ote better it* shal be 

I bid hym to maynprise pat pou graunte me 744 

To pe next* sitting* of delyueraunce 

And lat* psm Gamelyn stonde to his chaunce 

Bro]}6ro in sucti a forward? I take hym to pe 

And by p^ fader soule pa,if pe bigate and me 748 

But* he be redy whan pQ Justice sitte PMf ts, im6t} 

]»ou shalt* here pe luggement* for al ]»i grete witte 

I graunte wel seide Sir* Ote fat* it* so be 

Lat* delyuere hym anoon and take hym to me 752 

Tho was gamelyn delyuered to Sii* ote his bro^i^ 

And fat* nyght* dwelled pe oofi wif pe ofei* 

On the morowe seide Gamelyn to Sir* Ote pe hende 

Brofer ho seide I mote forsoj) from jo" wende 756 

To loke howo my 3onge men leden her liff 

Whedere fei lyuen in loie or ellis in striff 

By god seide Sii^ ote fat* is a colde rede 

Kowe I se fat* alle f e Carke shal fal on my hede 760 

ffor whan f e lustise sitte and fou be not* yfound 

I shal anoon be take and in f i stede I-bound 

Brof or seide Gamelyn dismay 30U nou3t* 

ffor by seint lame in Gales fat* mony men haf sonjt^ 764 

3if that god almy3ty holde my lif and witte 

I wil be redy whan f e lustice sitte 

Than seide sir^ Ote to gamelyn god shilde f * from shame 

Come whan fou seest* tyme and bring* vs out* of blame 768 

IF Lif enef and listenef and holde 30U stille 

And 30 shul here howe Gamelyn had al his wille 

Gamelyn went* vnder f e wode Eis 

And fonde f er ploying* 3eng* men of pns 772 

f o was 3ong* gamelyn ri3t* glad ynou3e 

Wlian he fonde his men vnder wode bonje 

Gamelyn and his men talkeden in fere 

And f ei had good game her maister to here 776 
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His men tolde him of anenWres fat fei had found 

And Gamelyn tolde hem ajein howe he was fast bounde 

While Gamelyn was outlawe had he no core 

Jer was no man J)af for him ferde J)e wore 780 

But Abbotte^ and Prioure monk and chanona 

On hem leff he nou^t* whan he my3f hem nome 

While Gramelyn and his men made merges lyve 

fe fals knyght* his brofer euel mof he thryve 784 

ffor he was fast* about* bo)) day and o])ei^ [iMf 78] 

fTor to hiren J)e quest* to hongen his hvoper 

Gamelyn stode on a day and byheeld 

pe wodes and ))e Shawes and ^e wild feelde 788 

He Jou3f on his brofere how he hym byhette 

Jjat* he wold be redy whan J)e Justice sette 

He J)ou3t* wel he wold wi]K)ut* delay 

Come to-fore fe Justice to kepen his day 792 

And saide to his 3onge men dighte]) 30U jare 

ffor whan pe Justice sitte we most* be ])aie 

ffor J am vnder borowe til ))at* J come 

And my broker for me to prison shal be nome 798 

Be seint* Jame seide his 3onge men and fou rede ferio 

Ordeyfi how it* shal be and it* shal be do 

While Gamelyn was commyng* J>er Je Justice satte 

f • fals kny3t* his broJ)er foi^ate he not* fat* 800 

To hire fe men of ))e quest* to hangen his broJ)er 

Jou3e fei had not* fat* oon f ei wold haue fat* ofer 

Tho come Gamelyn from vnder fe wode Ris 

And broujt* with hym 3onge men of pris 804 

J see wel seide Gamelyn fe Justise is sette 

Go a-fom adam and loke how it* spette 

Adam went into fe halle and loked al aboute 

He segh fer stonde lordes grete and stoute 808 

And Sire Ote his brofer fetred ful fast* 

]X)o went* Adam out* of halle as he were a-gast* 

Adam seide to Gramelyn and to his felawes slU 

Hire Ote stout* fetered in fe mote Yi&ft 812 
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If gode jeue vs grace wel forte doo 

He shal if abiggo ]}at* it* broa3t< )>erto / 816 

]}an seide Adam ]}at< lockes had hoie 

Cristes curs mote he haue pat hjm bonds so sore 

And J}ou wilf Gamelyn do after my rede 

per is noon in pe halle shal here away his hede 820 

Adam seide Gamelyn we wil not do soo 

We wil slee Je giltif and laf Je ojere goo/ 

I wil into pe halle and with pe lustice speke PMf Ti^ bMk] 

Of hem Jaf bene giltif I wil ben awreke 824 

Late no skape af pe door take ^onge men jeme 

ffor I wil be lustise ])is day domes to deme 

God spede me fis day af my newe werk* 

Adam come wit^ me for pon shalf be my clerk 828 

His men answerde hym. and bad done his besf 

And if ]»ou to vs haue nede pon shalt* finds vs presf 

We wil stonde wij J)e while J)af we may dure 

And but* we worchen manly pay vs none hure 832 

3onge men said Gamelyn so mote I wel pe 

A trusty maister ^e shul fynde me 

Bi^t* ])ere pe lustise satte in ]}e halle 

Inne went* Gamelyn amonges hem alle 836 

Gamelyn lete vnfetter his brojcr ouf of bends 

pQH seide Sir Ote his bro]}er pat was hende 

pQW haddest* almost* Gamelyn dwelled to Iong« 

ffor pe quest* is ouf on me ]»af I shul($ hongs 840 

Bro])er seide Gamelyn so god 3eue me good resf 

]»is day shul pel be honged / paif ben on ^e qussf 

And po lustise bo]} paf is pe luge man 

And pe Shcrreue also. ])orgh hym it bigan 844 

Than seide Gamelyn to pe lustice 

Now is J}i power done, pe mosf nedes rise 

))ow hasf 3euen domes ^af bene euel dijf 

I wil sitten in ])i sete and dressen/ hem ari^f 848 
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The lustise satte stille and roos not* anone 

And Gamelyn cleued his cheke bone 

Gamclyn toke him in his armes and no more spake 

But* threwe hym ouer ]}e barre and his anne brake 852 

Dorsf noon to Gamelyn seie but* good 

ffor feerd of fe company pat wii?i-o\iV stoode 

Gramelyn sette hym doun in fe lustise sete 

And Sire Ote his brofere by hy w. and Adam af his fete 

Whan gamelyn was sette in ^ lustise sede 

Herken of a bourde J)at* Gamelyn dede 

He lete fetter ]}e lustise and his fals hiopere [Uaf 74] 

And did hem come to ])e barre ]}at< on with faif of ere 860 

Whan gamelyn had fus ydone had he no resf 

Til he had enquered who was on his quest* 

fforto demen his broJ)er sire Ote forto honge 

Er he wist* what* fei were hym foujf ful longe 864 

But* as sone as Gamelyn wist* where fei were 

He did hem euerechone fetter in fere 

And bringgen hem to pe barre & setten in rewe 

By my feij) seide J)e lustise Je sherrue is a shrewe 868 

jian seide Gamelyn to ))e lustise 

fovL hast* 3oue domes of ]}e worst assise 

And J)e xij. Sesoures Jaf weren on ))e quest* 

fei shul be honged J)is day so haue I good rest* 872 

Than seide fe sheref to ^onge Gamelyn 

Lord I crie fe mercie brofer art* pon myft 

Jerfor seide Gamelyn haue fou cn'stos curs 

flfor and ))ow were maister. I shuld haue wors 876 

fforto make short* tale and not* to longe 

He ordeyned hy^n a quest* of his men stronge 

pe lustise and pe Sirreue bo]) honged hie 

To weyueh wij) pe ropes and fe winde drye 880 

And pe x\j. Sisours sorowe haue ]>at;* rekke 

Att pei were honged fast* by pe nekke 

pus ende)) pe fals kny3f vrip his trecherye 

])at* euere had lad his lif in falsnesse and folye 884 
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He was honged by Je nek and nof by Je purs 

])af was ]}e mede ]»at* he bad for bis faders curs 

Sive Otes was eldest and Gamelyn was 3enge 

Wenten to ber frendes / and passed to Je kinge 888 

Jjei maden pees wif fe king* of pe besf sise 

]}e king* loued wel sir Ote & made bym iustise 

And after fe king* made Gamelyn in est and in west 

pe cbeef Justice of bis free forest* 892 

Afl" bis wijt* 3onge men Jq king* forgaf ber gilt* 

And 8i]}en in good office y king* haf hem pilt* 

Tbus wanne Gamelyn bis land and bis lede 

And wreke bim on bis enemyes . and quytte bem ber mede 

And Sire Ote bis bro]}er made bim bis beire 

And Si]}en wedded gamelyn a wif good and fairs 

Tbey lyued to-gidere fe wbile J)at* cr/sf wold 

And si Jen was Gamelyn granen vnder mold 900 

And so sbul we all f may per no man fle 

God bring* yb to ]»at* loye ]}at* euer sbal be 

here ende]) ]>6 tale of fe Coke.) 

[The Prologue and Tale of the Shipman follow ^ mthoni 

any break in the MS.] 
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IF And [on tea/74, frocJl] 

Thus gynne]) ]>e prologe of ^ shipman 

Nowe fiendes seide oar hoosf so dere 5 tim Pniogt. 

How likej 30U by lohfi J)e pardonere 
ffor he hsLp ynbokeled wel ]}e male 

He ha^ vs tolde ri3t;< a thrifty tale 4 

As touching* of mysgouemat/nce 
I prey to god 3eue hyw good channche 
As je han herd of ))ise retoures pre 

Now gentil Marynere hertely I preye J)e 8 

Telle vs a good tale and f&f n^t anon 
If shal be done by god & by seinf lohfi 
Seide ]}is marinere as wel as euer I can 
And rijt anoon his tale he bygan . 12 

IT Thiu ende^ fe prologe of fe shipman. 

[No gap in the MS.] 



12 PETWOBTB \SB 



GEOUP B. O. FEAGMENT III.) 

§ 4. THE SHIPMAJ^'S TALE. 



And here hjgjimef ye shipman tale ion u<ifu, &a<*] 

AMarchaunf whilom dwelled in seynf denys 
Jjaf riche was for which men held hym wys 
A wif he had of excellent* bewte 
And companable and reuerenf was she 
Which is a ]}ing« ))at* cause)) more dispence 
))an wor]} is al ])e chere and reuerence 1196 

))af men hem done at* feestes and at* daunces 
such salutacions and countenat^nces 
Passe]) as do]} ]}e shadowe vpofi a waH 
But* woo is hym ])at payen mote for aH 1200 

The Sely husboniJ algate he mof paye 
He mote vs clo]}e and vs aray 

ffor his owne worship richely [i«»f ?&] 

In which aray we dauncen lolily 1204 

And if fat* he may not* perauenture 
Or ellis list noon such spence endure 
But* ]}cnke]) Jat* it* is waast* arid ylosf 
Jan mote anojer paien for Je cost* 1208 

Or lene vs gold and fat* is perilous 
This noble marchaunt* helde a noble hous 
ffor which he had alday gretc repayre 
ffor his largesse and for his wif was faire 1212 

^at* wonder is but* herkene]) to my tale 
Amonge aH his gestis . grete and smale 
Ther was a monk a faire man and a bold 
I trowe XXX**. wjmter he was olde 1216 

That* euer in oon was drowing* to ])at* place 
])i8 yonge monk fat* was so faire of face 
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Aqueynted was so wi]> ^af good man 

[ 1220 



no gap in the M&] 

And eke fia monke of* whicti I byganne 1224 

Wore boj twoo ybom in oo vilage 

fe monke hym cleymed as for cosynage 

And he ajein 8ei]> not< ones nay 

Buf was as glad feioi as foule of day 1228 

ffor to his hert* it* was a grete plesafice 

Thus bene )>ei knyut* wi]} eteme aliance 

And echo of hem gan o])er ensure 

Of bre]»erode )>e whiles her lif* may dure 1232 

ffree was da& lohn and namely of dispence 

As in ]>at* hous and ful of diligence 

To do plesaunce and also grete costage 

He formate not* to ^eue ))e lest* page 123G 

In alle ))at* hous but* after her degre 

He ^aue pe lord and si]}en his Mayne 

Whan ))af he came some maner honest ))ing« 

ifor which J)ei were as glad of his commjTig* 1240 

As foule is fayne whan ))e sonne vpriscth 

No more herof as nowe for ]}is 8ufi&se)) 

But* so byfelle ]}is marchaunt* on a day 

Shopo hym to make redy his aray [leai 75. back] 

Towarde Je toune of Bnigges for to fare 

To byen fer a porciown of ware 

ifor which he ha)) to Paris sent* anon 

A massagcre and proied ha)) dan John 1248 

Jat* he sliuld come to seyuf denys to i)leyn 

Wi)) hym and wij his wif a day or tweyfl 

Or he to bnigges went* in al wise 

This noble monk of which I 30U devise 1252 

Ha)) of his abbot* as hym list* licence 

Bycause he Wiis a man of high jir^drncB 
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And eke an officere out* forto ride 

To seen her graunges and her heemes wide 1256 

And ynto seint denys he comme]> anon 

Who was 80 welcome as my lord dan lohfi 

Our dere cosyn ful of curtesie 

With him broujt* he a lubbe of Maluesie 1260 

And eke ano]}er ful of fyiie vemage 

As volatile as ay was his his vsage 

And ]>us I laf hem .ete. bo^ drink* and playe 

This merchaunt* and pia monk a day or twaye 1264 

The .iij. day pia Marchaunte vp arise^ 

And on his nede sadly hym aviseth 

And vp into his counter hous go]) he 

To rekne wi]> him self as wel may be 1268 

Of J}ilk 3ere hou Jat* it" wij) hym stode 

And how he desponded had his good 

And jif ]»at* he encresed were or nofi 

His bokes and his bagges mony oil 1272 

He lei)) to-fore him on his countyng* boordf 

fful riche was his tresour and his hord 

ffor whiche ful fast* his counter door he shette 

And eke he nold ])af no man shuld hym lette 1276 

Of his acomptes for pe mene tyme 

And ])us he sitte til if was passed prime 

Dan lohfL was risen in fe morowe also 

And in J)e Gardyne walked to and fro 1 280 

And haj) his fingges seide ful curteisly ne»f ?«] 

This good wif come walking* prively 

Into J)e Gardyne J)er he walked soft* 

And hym salueth as he ha|) doil ful oft* 1284 

A mayden childe cam in her companye 

Which as Lure lust* she may gouem and gye 

ffor 3it* vndere fe ^eerd was fe mayde 

O deer Cosyn myn dafi John she seide 1288 

What* eilej) 30U so rathe to arise 

Nece qtwd lie if au^f ynough suffise 
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Y. homes forto slepe vpon a ny3t 

But* if were for an olde palled wijt* 1292 

As ben ^ise wedded men ]»at< lye and dare 

As in a forme sitte a wery liare 

Were al for-straught* wi]} houndes gi-ete and smale 

But* dere nece whi ben 30 so pale 1296 

I trowe certes ]>af oure good man 

Ha]> 30W labored sip pe nyght* bygan 

That* 30U were nede to resten hastely 

And wi]» ]}af word he lough ful merely 1300 

And of his owne pon^if he wex al rede 

This fairs wif gan to shake her hede 

And seide pua / je god wote al quod she 

N'ay Cosin myne if stonf not* so wi)) me 1304 

ffor by ]}at* god ])at* jaue me saule and lif 

In aH pe rewme of fraunce is per no wif 

]»af lasse lust* ha]} to do ]}at* sorie play 

for I may S3rngen alas and wele away 1308 

That* I was bom but* no wi3t* quod she 

I dar not* tellen how if stanf wi]» me 

werfore I ^nk* ouf of pia lond to wende 

Or ellis of my self to make an ende 1312 

So ful I am of drede and eke of care 

pia monk* bygan ypon pia wif to stare 

A saide alas nay nece god forbede 

^f 30 for eny sorowe or eny drede 1316 

iTorto 3oure self buf telle]} me ^our greet [ie«r 78, buic] 

Perauenture I may in 3oure meschief* 

Conseile or hclpo and pcxioT telle]} me 

Alle 30ur avis for if slial be secre 1320 

ffor on my portoos I make an o]}e 

J>af neuere in my lif* for leef ne loje 

Ke shal I of no counsaile 30U by-wrey 

pe same a3ein to 30U quod she I seie 1324 

By god and by fis portoos I swere 

]}ei men me wold al into peces tero 
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K e shal I nener forto goo to helle 

Bywrey a word of fmff Jaf ^e me telle 1328 

Koujf for no cosinage ne alliance 

But* veirely for loue afid affiance 

Thus bene ]>ei sworn and here ypon kist* 

And eche of hem told o))er what* hem list* 1 332 

Gosyn quod she if I had a space 

As I haue non namely in fis place 

]>an wold I tellen a legend of my lif ' 

faif I suffired haue si)) I was a wif* 1336 

Wtt^ myn husbond al ]}ough he be ^our cosyfl 

N*ay quod Jis monke by god ^ by seinf Martyn) 

He nys no more Cosyn vnto me 

pan is ]}is leef* ]}at* honge]> on ]>e tree 1340 

I clepe hyw so by seinf denys in ffraunce 

To haue Je more cause of a-queyntauiice 

Of jowe Je which I haue loued specialy 

A-bouen al wommen sikerly 1 344 

f is swere I jou on my professioz^n 

Telle)) jour greef lesf he come adot/n 

And haste)) jou and goo)) joure way anoil 

My dere loue quod she o dafi John 1 348 

Iful leef me were ])is counsaile to hide 

But out* if mote / if may no lengere bide 

My husbond is to me ))e worsf man 

J)af euer was si)) pia world bygan 1352 

Buf si))en I am a wif if sitte nof to me [imr??] 

To telle no wighf of our prt'uete 

Neifer in bedde ne in noon ofer place 

God shild I shuld telle if for his grace 135G 

A wif ne shuld nof seye of her husbond 

Buf al honure as I can vnderstonde 

Saue ynto jou ))us moche telle I shal 

As helpe me god he nys nof wor|) af al 1 360 

In no degre Je valewe of a flee 

Buf jif me greue)) mosf his nygarde 
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And wel ^e wote ^at* wommen naturelly 

desiron J^ingges . sex as wel as 1 . 1364 

fei wolden ]}af her husbond shuld be 

Hardy and wise . riche and ^rto &ee 

And boxom to his wif and firessh abedde 

But* by ^f ilk lord ^aV for vs bledde 1368 

ffor his honoure my self to aray 

A sonday next* I mote pay 

An G. £rankes or ellis am I lorii 

Jit? were me leuere Jaf I were vnborft 1372 

])an me were done a sclaunder or yilanye 

And if myn husbonde eke my^f espie 

I nere but* lost and ))erfor I jou prey 

lene me ]}is somme and ellis mote I dey 1376 

Danne lohft I seie lene me fiae hundred frankes 

Parde I wold nof faile )>e my ]}onkes 

If ]>at* 30U lust to do faif I 30U pray 

fFor a certeyn day I wil jow pay 1380 

And to do 30U what* plesaunce atid seruyse 

)»tf I may do right as 30U list* devise 

And but* I do god take on me vongeanco 

As foule as had genylofi of f&aunce 1 384 

This gentil monko answerd in ])is manere 

Nowe trewly myn owne lady dere 

1 haue quod he on 30W so grete a rou)»e 

fat? I 30we swere and pli3f 30U my trou]}0 1 388 

That* whan 3oure husbondo is to IHaundres fare cimf 77. backj 

I wil delyuere 30we out* of fis worldes care 

I wil bringen 30U an C. frankes 

And wi]} ]»at< he kaught* hure by fe shankes 1392 

And hire enbrased harde and kissed oft* 

Go J) now 3oure way quod he al stille arid soft* 

And laf vs dyne as sone as eue^'e 30 may 

flfor by my cliildren it is prime of day 1396 

Gap nowe and be)) as trewe as I shal be 

Kowo ellis god forbede sire quod she 
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And for]} she goo]» as lelous as a pye 

And had fe Cokes ]}at;* ))ei shold hem hie HOC 

So ]}at* men m73f dyne and ]»at* anofi 

Yp to her hushond is ^is wif gofi 

And knokke)) at* his counter boldely 

Quy la quod he . Peter if am I 1404 

Quod she whaf howe longe wol 3e fast* 

How longe tyme wil je rekken and cast* 

3oure sommes joure hokes and 30ure ]»ingges 

pe deuel haue part* on al suche rekenyngges 1408 

je han ynogh parde of goddes sonde 

Come doune to day and laf joure hagge stonde 

Ne he je nof ashamed ]}af dafl lohfi 

Shal fasting* al ]}is day elenge gofi 1412 

What* laf TS here masse and go dyne 

WifiF quod pis man litel cansf J)ou devyne 

f e Curious hysynes paV we haue 

ffor of vs Chapmen so god me saue 1416 

And by J)af lord paf called is seinf yve 

Scarcely amonges .xij. tweyn shul frive 

Contynuely lasting* ynto our age 

We may wel make chere and good visage 1420 

And drive forj J)e world as if may be 

And kepen our astate in prtuete 

Til we be dede or ellis J)af we pleye 

A pilgrymago or gon ouf of fe weye 1424 

And perfoT haue I grete necessite [i«rf 78] 

Vpon J)is queynf world to avise me 

ffor euermore we mote stonde in drede 

Of happe and fortune in our chapmanhede 1428 

To filaundres wil I goo to morowe af day 

And come ajein as sone as euei'e I may 

ffor which my dere wif I pe biseke 

As be to euery wighf buxom and meke 1432 

And forto kepe our good be Curious 

And honestly goueme wel oure hous 
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Thow hast* nowe in euery maner wise 

J>af to a ^rifty husbonde may sufi&se 1436 

pe lacke^ noon araye ne no vitaile 

Of siluere in ^i purs pou maist* not* fEule 

And wip ^at* worde his counter door lie shette 

And doune he gqp no lenger nold he lette 1440 

And hastely a maese was fere saide 

And spedely pe tables were ylade 

And to pe dyner &8f ^i hem spedde 

And richely pia monke pe chapman fedde 1444 

And after dynere daun lohn soberly 

This Chapman toke a-part* al pnuely 

he seide him ])us Cosyn it* stonde]) soo 

^af wel I see to brugges je wil goo 1448 

Grod and seint* Austyn speke 30U and gide 

I prei jou Cosyn wisly p&if 30 ride 

Gouemej) 30U also of 30ure diete 

And temperaly and namely in pia hete 1452 

Bitwix Ys twey nede]» no stronge fare 

ffare wel Cosyn god kepe 30U fro care 

3if eny ])inge f er be by day or by ny3f 

If it* ligge in my power and in my my3t* 1456 

)>at* 30 me wil commaunde in ony wise 

If shal be dofi ri3t* as 30 wil devise 

Oon ])ing< er ])at* 3e goil if pat 3it may be 

I wold prei 30U forto lene me 1460 

An C fi&ankes for a weke or twey 

ffor certeyn beestes I mof beye 

To store wif a place faf is owres [tarf 78, i»«k] 

God helpo me so 1 wolde if were 3oure8 1464 

I shal nof faile swerly of my day 

Nou3f for a Mt. frankes a myleway 

Buf laf f is )>inge be secre I 30U prey 

And god of heuene spede 30U in 3oure weye 1 468 

And fare nowe wele myn owne cosyn dero 

Graunf mercy of 30ure cosf & of 30ur« chere 
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This noble Merchaunt* gentely anofi 

Answerde and seide . cosyn dafi lolin 1 472 

Nowe sikerly ))is is a smal request* 

My golt* is joures whan ])af 30U lest* 

And not* oonly my gold but* my chaffare 

Take what* 30U lest* god shilde ])at* ^e spare 1476 

But* 00 Jinge is je knowe if wel ynogh 

Of Chapmen ^at* her money is her ploa3e 

We may creaunce while we haue a name 

But* goldelees forto be is no game 1480 

Paye it* ajein whan it* litfi in ^orxre ese 

Aftere joure my3t* fayn wold I 30U plese 

Thise hundred £frankes he fette for]) anofi 

And pnuely he toke if to dafi lohfi 1484 

No wi3f in al J>is world wisf of fis lone 

Sauyng* yia merchaunf and dan John allone 

))ei dronken and romen and gofl to pleye 

Til ])af dafi lohn ride]) to his abbay 1488 

))e mom come and for]» fia merchaunte ride]> 

To fflaundres ward his prentis wel hym gidep 

Til he came into brugges merely 

Now goj) J)is merchaunf fasf and bisily 1492 

Aboute his nede and bie)) and creaunse]» 

He nei))er pleie)) at ))e dis ne daunse]> 

Buf as a merchaunf shortely forto telle 

he lad his lif and J>er I lete hym dwelle 1496 

IF The sonday nexf fe me^'chaunf was a-gon 

To seynt Denys y-co7Mmen is dafi lohfi 

Wif croune and berde fressh and newe yshaue 

In al pe hous ))er nas so lite a knaue [leaf 70] 

Ke no wi3f ellis faf he nas fayfl 

ffor faf my lord daun lohfi was come a3ayfi 

And shortely to her poynf forto gofl 

This faire wif acordej) to daun lohn 1504 

And for fise hundred frankes he shuld al ny3l' 

Haue her in his armes bolf vpri3f 
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And ^is acorde parfourmed was in dede 
In myrtll al ny3t* a bysy lif ^i ledo 1508 

Til if was day ])af dafi lohft wenf his way 
And bad pe mayne fare wele and haue good day 
ffor noon of hem no no wijt in fe toun 
Han of dafi lohil none suspecioun 1512 

And for^ he ride]) home to his abbaye 
Or wher hym lusf no more of hym I saie 
IT This marchaunt* whan pSiV ended was ye fare 
To seint* Denys he gan forto repare 1516 

And wi|) his wif he make]) feest* and chere 
And telle]) her |)at* chaffare is so dere 
])at* nedes most* he make a cheuysance 
ffor he was bounden in a reconysaiice 1520 

To pay xx^. ])ousanJ sheldes afion 
ffor which piB marchaunt* is wonf to gofl 
To borowe of certeyfi frendes fat he hadde 
A certeyn ffirannkes and somme with hym he ladde 1524 
And whan he was come into ]>e toun 
ffor greet* cheerte and grete affeccioun 
Ynto dafi lohii him first* he go]) to pley 
Nou3t* for to borowe of hym no money 1528 

But* forto witt* and see of his welfare 
And for to tellen him of his chaffare 
As frendes done whan pel ben mette in fere 
Daii lohfi him make^ feest and mery chere 1532 

And he him told ajein ful specialy 
Howe he had bou3t* ful wel & graciously 
Thonked be god al hole his merchaundyse 
Saue ])at* he most* in al manere wise peaf 79, bMk] 1536 
Maken a chevisaunce as for his beste 
And ])an shuld he be in loye and reste 
Dafi lohfi answerd Certes I am fayn 
y^ff je in hele be commen home i^cyfi 1540 

And if ^at* I were riche as haue I blisse 
Of xx^ Mt. sheldes shuldest* yon not* mysse 
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£for 36 so kindely ])is ojier day 

Lent^ me gold and as I can and maye 1544 

I ])onke 30U by god and by seinf lame 

But* na^elees I toke vnto our dame 

jonre wif at* home ]» same gold i^in 

Vpon joure bencbe she wote if wel certeyn 1548 

By certeyne tokens ^at* I can her telle 

Kow by jour leue I may no lenger dwelle 

Our abbot* wil out* of ^is toun anoil 

And in his company I mof goil 1552 

Grete wele our dame myn oweno nece swete 

And fjEire wele dere cosyn to we mete 

V This Marchaunf wi]) ]wtf was f ul ware and wys 

Creaunsed ha^ and eke paide in Paris 1556 

To certeyn lumbardes redy in her handes 

This some of gold and gate of hem ])e bandes / 

And home he go]y mery as a popeniaye 

ffor wel he knewe he stood in such araye 1560 

^at* nedes most* he wynne in such a viage 

A ])ousan(l frankes aboue al his costage 

His wif fill redy mette hym at* ])e gate 

As she was wont* of olde vsage algate 1564 

And an ])at* nyjt* in myrthe )yei bysette 

ffor he was riche and cleerly out* of dette 

IT Whan it* was day ])is merchaunf gan enbrace 

His wif al newe and kissed hii' on hii' face 1568 

And yp he go))e and make]) if wonder toogh 

No more quod she by god je haue ynogh 

And wantonly ajein wi]) hym she pleide 

Til af pQ lasf ])af pia merchaunf seide o^tw} 1572 

By god quod he I am a litel wroth 

Wif 30U my wif al-f if be me lo^ 

And wote je why by god as f af I gesse 

ffor je haue made a manere straungenesso 1576 

Bytwixen me and my cosyn daun lohn 

Je shuld haue warned me er I had goil 

PETWORTH IM (6-T. 178) 



81X-TEXT 179 

GROUP B. § 4. suiphan's talk. Fetworth MS. 167 

^t* he had 30a an hundred fraunkes paide 

By ledy token and he hym held! euel paide 1580 

ffor ^at* I to him spake of cheuysance 

Me eemed so as by his countenance 

But^ na|»e-lees by god heuen kinge 

I jKmjf not* to axe of hym no ])inge 1584 

I prey ye wif ne do no more soo 

Telle me alway er ^af I fro ]>e goo 

If eny dettour ha^ in myn absence 

Ypaide pe lesf ])orgh pine negligence 1588 

I myjf him axe as ))ing< p&V he hap paide 

This wif was not* afferd ne aSraied . 

Bof boldely sche seide and p&V anotL 

Mary I diffie ^at* fals monk dan lohn . 1592 

I kepe not* of his tokens neuer a dele 

He toke me certeyn gold pis wote I wele 

What* euel thedom on his monkes snoute 

fFor god if wote I went* wijj-out* doute 1596 

J^af he had 30ue it* me by cause of jowe 

To do J>er-wif myn honurc and my prowe 

ffor Cosynage and eke for bele chere 

])af he ha^ liadde ful often tyme here 1600 

But* si^en I see I stonde in such disioynf 

I wil answere jou shortely to pe poynf 

3e haue moo sclakker dettoi/7's pan am I 

for I wil pay 30W wel and redely 1604 

ffro day to day and if so be I faile 

I am joure wif score it* on my taile 

And I shal paye as sone as euer I may 

fFop by my trouje I haue on myn aray 0^ so, twck] 1 608 

And nouht* on waast* bystowed eucry dele 

And for I haue bystowed it* so wele 

To 30ure honour for goddes sake I say 

As be not* wroj) but* lat* vs laugh and play 1612 

3e shullen my loly body haue to wedde 

By god I nyl not* paye 30U but* abedde 
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ffoi^euo it* me myn owne spouse deie 

Tume hiderward and make better cliere 1616 

This Marchaunte seye ^er was no lemedye 

And forto chide if ner bnf foly 

Syrens ])af |»e ])ing* may nof amended be 

Now wif he seide and I forjeae it* ^e 1620 

But* be ])i lif ne be no more so large 

kepe bette my good pis jene I ^e in charge 

fuB enden now my tale and god vs sende 

Tailling* y-nowe into our lyues ende . 1624 

IT Thus endej» ^ abipmannys tale 

[No break in the MS.] 
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And here bygynnel^ fe prologe of fe pnores. iomhqfm,baek2 

XXTEl seid by coipus domtntis quod our boste 

▼ T Now longe mote fou saile by pe coste 
Sira Grentile Maistei' gentyl maiynere 
Grod jeue ^e monk a Mi. last* quade 3eTe 1628 

A ha felowes hep ware of suc^ a lapo 
J)e Monk* put* in fe mannys hode an ape 
And in his wyues eke by seinf Ansiyii 
Drawe^ no mo monkes into y>nr Inne 1632 

Bnf now passe ouer & lat* vs seko aboute 
Who shal now telle first* of al pe route 
Ano^r tale and wi|» ^af word he saide 
As curteisly as it* had bene a Mayde 1636 

My lady Priores by 30ure leue 
So ]wtf I wist* I shuldd 30U not* greue 
I wolda deme ^at* je telle shuld 

A tale next* if so be ])at* 30 wold 1640 

Now wil 30 vouche sauf my lady dere 
Gladly quod she and seide in ^is manere. Deaf n] 

Thus ende^ pe prologe. 

[No break in the MS.] 
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And here hygjrmep 
fe Prtores tale of Alma redemptoris mater. 

[The Prologue,] 

lord our lorcl bi name how merveilous ' 5?**^ dominuM-) _ 
Is in ])is large world ysprad quod she ^ ^rian» tele ) 
£for noujt* only pi laude precious 

Pcrfourmed is by men of dignite 1646 

Buf by ^e mou^e of Children pi bounte 

Perfourmed is for in our brest* soukinge 

Somtyme she wen ^ei ^ine heryinge 1649 

IF Wherfor in laude as I can best* and may 

Of ^e and of pe white lile floure 

Which pa.V pe bare and art* a maide alway 

To telle a storie I wol do my labours 1653 

Nou3f fat* I may encrece her honours 

£for she he[r] self is honure and perto rote 

Of bounte next* her*sone of soules bote 1656 

Modere Mayden o. maiden modei' fre 

O bussh vnbrent* brennyng^ in Moises si^t* 

But* vanysshe]) doune fro f e deite 

Jiorgh fine humblesse pe goost* pat in p* li^t* 1660 

Of whos vertue whan he in fine hert* ali^t* 

Conceyued was f e faders sapience 

Helpe me to telle it* in fi reuerence 1663 

LAdy f i bounte and fine magnificence 

f i vertue and f i grcte humilite 

fer may no f ing* expresse in no science 

ffor somtyme lady er men preie to fe 1667 

J)ow gost* byforn of f i benignite 

And getest* vs to li3t* f orgh f i preirc 

To gyden vs vnto fi sonne so clere 1670 
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My Conjngf is to waike . o blesfiil quene 

fforto declare fi grete worj^inesse pMf ta, \mA2 

y&V I ne may pe weghf not* snsteyn^ 

Buf as a childe of xij mon]>e eldo or lesse 1674 

y&V can ynne))e8 eny word expresse 

Eijt^ so feire I and ^^ore I 30we preye 

Gide^ my songe ])af I shal of jou seie 1677 



[THE TALE.] 

Ther was a child in a grete Cite 
Amonges cristen folk* in Iwerye 
Sosteyned by a lord of ])at* cuntre 

fFor foule vsure & lucre of vilany 1681 

Hatful to Crist* and to his companye 
And ])orghe ))e strete men my3t* ride & wende 
ffor it was fire and open at* enerj ende 1684 

A litel scole of Cnsten folk per stode 

Donne at* pe fer])er ende in which per were 

Children an hepe ycome of cnstes blode 

]yat* lemed in {wt* scole ^ere by 3ere 1688 

Such manere doctrine as men vsed peve 

^is is to sale to syngen and to rede 

As smale children done in her child hede . 1691 

Amonges piae children was a widowes sone 

A litel Clergioun .vij. ^ere of age 

})at* day by day to scole was his wone 

And eke also wher he segh pe ymage 1695 

Of crwtes modere had he in vsage 

As him was taujt to knele adoun and seie 

His Aue marye as he gof by pe weye 1698 
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Thus ha]> ))is widowe lier litel childe tau3t* 

Our blesful lady cnstes moder dere 

To worship ay and he foigate if noujt* 

ffor sely child wil alday sone lere 1702 

But* ay whan I remembre me on ^is mateie 

Seint* Nicholas stant* euere in my presence [iMfss] 

ffor he so 3onge to cnsf did reuerence 1705 

This childe his litel boke lemynge 

As he satte in pe scole at* his prymere 

He Alma redemptoris / herd singe 

As Children lered her antiphonere 1709 

And as he durst* he drow hym ner and nere 

And barkened ay ])e wordes and fe note 

Til he fe first* vers cou|)e al by rote 1712 

Vou3t* wist* he what pe latyn was to say 

ffor he so ^onge and tender was of age 

But* on a day his felawe gan he pray 

To expoune hym ]>e songe in his langage 1716 

Or tellen him whi pis songe was in vsage 

This preide he hym to construe and declare 

fful ofte tyme vpon his knees bare 1719 

His felawe which ))at* elder was pBxi he 

Answerd him puB ])is songe I haue herdi say 

Was maked of our blisful lady fre 

Her to saluo and eke her forto pray 1723 

To bene our helpe and socour whan we dey 

I Can no more expounde in pia matere 

I leme songe I can but* smal gramere 1726 

And is ^is songe ymade in Eeuerence 

Of Cnstes modere seide pia Innocent* 

Now certes I wil done my diligence 

To conne it* er cristmas be went* 1730 
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^ y&V I for my prtmere shal be slient* 

And shal be beten ^ries in an boure 

I wil it* konne our lady to honoure 1733 

Hlb felawe taujf bym bomwardf pnuely 

f&o day to daye til be coujye it* by rote [i»f 8<» b«ckj 

And ])an be songe it wel and boldely 

ffiro word to word acording* to ])e note 1737' 

^rise on a day it* passe^ ]>orgb bis ^rote 

To scoleward and bamward wban be went* 

On cristes modere sette was bis entent* 1740 

As I baue seide ])orgb-oute ye Iwerye 

J^is cbilde as be came to and froo 

£fal merely ^an wold be singe and crye 

On alma redemptoris euermoo 1744 

Tbe swetnesse ba]) bis bert* perced so 

Of cristes modere ^at* to bir to prey 

be can not* stint* of syngyng* by fe wey 1747 

Our forst* foo pQ serpent* Satbanas 

]»t* h&p in Iwes bis waspes nest* 

Vpswal and seide o Ebraike puple alas 

Is ^is a ]»ing* to 30U ))at* bis bonest* 1751 

^f sucb a boy sbal walken as bym lest* 

In 30ure despite and singgyng^ of sucb sentence 

Wbicb is a^einst* joure lawes reuerence 1754 

From ^nnes iorf pe Iwes ban conspired 

Tbis Innocent* out* of pia world to cbaco 

In bomycide ^erto ban ))ci bured 

^t* in a Aley bad a prive place 1 758 

And as pe cbilde gan forby forto pace 

^is cursed Iwe bim bent* and belde fast* 

And kitte bis pTote and in a pitte bym cast* 1 761 
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I say Jat* in a wardrobe fei hym drwe 

Wher f af f ise Iwes purgen entraile 

cursed folk of herawdes al nwe/ 

What* may 3oure euel tenf 30* availe 1765 

Mordere wil out* it* wil nof faile . 

And namely per lionure of god shuld sprede [ie«r»] 

Je blood out* crief of ^oure cursed dede 1768 

Matir sounded to yirginite 

Now maist* ])ow syngen folowing* euere in ofi 

pe white lombe celestial quod he 

Of which J)e grete euaungelist* seynt* lohn 1772 

In Pathmos wrote which seyn ))ei pat gon 

Byfore pia lombe and singe a songe al nwe 

That* neuer flosshly wommen pei knewe 1775 

This poor widowe waite]) al Jaf nyjt* 

After this litel childe . but< home cam he noa3t' 

£for "v^hom as sone as it* is daies li3t* 

Wif face pale for drede and bisy pou^if 1779 

She ha]) atte scole and ellis whe[re] him 80U3t* 

Til fynaly she gan so fer espie 

p&if he was sene last* in ])e Iwerye 1782 

Wif moders pite in her bresf enclosed 

She go]) as ^ou3e she were half out* of myndo 

To euery place wher she ha]) supposed 

By liklihede her childf to fynde 1786 

And euere on cristes modere meke and kyudo 

She cried and at* pe last* pus she wrou3t* 

Amonge ])e cursed Iwes she him sou3t* 1 789 

She freynej) and she preie]) pitously 

To euery Iwe fat* dwelte in filk place 

To telle her if her child went* hem bye 

J)ei seiden nay but* Ihes^ts of his grace 1793 
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jaue in her ]K)ajf inwi]» a litel space 

Thaf in ^af place after her sone she cried/ 

Ther he was casf in a pitte beside 1796 

grete god ^at* p^ourmed pi lawde 

By moa|»e of Innocence lo here ])i my3f [iMf ss, bMkj 

This Gemme of chastite J»is emeraude 

And eke of Marterdom |»e mbie bri3t;* 1800 

Ther he wij ])rote y-corue lay vpri^f 

He alma redemptoris gan to singe 

So longe J»at* al ])e place gan to rynge 1803 

The Cristen folk" fat* forgh fe strete went* 

Inne comen forto wondren on pia f inge 

And hastely fei for fe prouosf sent* 

He come anone wif-out* tariynge 1807 

And herief crist* fat* is of heuen kynge 

And eke his modere honoure of man kynde 

And after fat* fe Iwes lete he bynde 1810 

This child wif pitous lamentacion 

Yptaken singyng* his songe alway 

And wif honure of grete processiofi 

fei Carien hym to fe next* abbay 1814 

His modere swownyng* by f e here lay 

Vnnefes my3t* f e puple fat* was fere 

fis new EacheH bring* fro his here 1817 

Wif torment* and with shameful def ilkon 

This proaost* dof f ise Iwes to sterue 

f at* of fis mordre wist* and fat* anun 

He nolde none sudi corsednesse obseruc 1821 

Euel he shal haue fat* euel wol deserue 

ferfore wif wilde hors he did hym drawe 

And after fat* he henge him by fe lawc 1824 
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f yppon fiB beie ay litK fis Innocents 

B jf om fe chief aateie whEes masse last^ 

And after yaif fe Abbof wi^ his Coueiit^ 

had spedde hem forto bury hym fiasf 1828 

And whan ]>ei holy water on hym casf 

^iV spake pe child whan spreynf was y holy watere pr 84] 

And songe .0 alma redemptoris matere 1831 

This Abbof which J>af was an holy man 

As monkes be or ellis oujten to be 

^is jonge childe to conioie ^i bygan 

And saide good child I hailse fe 1835 

Be vertue of ^e holy trinite 

Telle me what* is ))i cause to singe 

Hipen ^af pi ^rote Lb kitte at* my semynge 1838 

My pTote is kitte vnto my nek* bone 

Saide pia child and as be way of [kjynde 

I shuld haue deied longe tyme a-gone 

Baf Ihegvi crist* as 36 in bokes fynde 1842 

Wol ^at* his glorie last* and be in mynde 

And for pe worship of his moder dere 

jif may I singe .0 Alma, loude and clere 1845 

This welle of me[r]cye cristes modere swete 

I loued alway as aftere my connynge 

And whan pB.n I my lif shuld lete . 

To me she cam and bad me for to singe 1849 

J)is Antemo verrely in my mynd deyinge 

As ^e han herd . and whan ))at* I had songo 

Me ]K)U)t* she leide a greyn vpon my tonge 1852 

Wherfore I singe and singe mote certeyn 

In honure of ^e blisful martere fre 

Til of my tunge of taken is pe greyli 

And aftere ^at* ^us scide she to me 1856 
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My litel cbilde now wol I fecche pe 

Whan J»f Je greyn is fro ]d tunge ytake 

Be not* agast* I wil f e not" forsake 1859 

This holy monke J>i8 abbot* hym mene I 

His tange out* kaught* and toke away y gieyn/ [ia«r m, back] 

And he jaue yp ye goosf ful softely 

And whan ^e abbot* had ^is wonder seyn 1863 

His salte teeres striked doun as reyn/ 

And grof he fille al plat* to fe ground 

And stille he lay as he had bene ybound 1866 

The Couent* eke lay vpon ))e payment* 

Weping* and herying* cristes moder dere 

And after ]»at* fei rise and for]) bene went* 

And toke away J^is martere fro his here 1870 

And in a toumebe of Marble stonys clere 

Enclosen ))ei his litel body swete 

Ther he is nowe god leue vs forto mete 1873 

yonge hugh of lyncoln sclayn also 

With cursed Iwes as it* is notable 

ffor it^ nys but* a litel while agoo 

Prei eke for vs we sinful folk vnstable 1877 

^at* of his mercy god so merciable 

On vs his grete mercy multiplie 

ffor reuerence of his modera marye . 1880 

IT Here ende^ ^e priores tale. 

lT?ie Man of Law's Prologue and Tale follow in the MS."] 
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vriitfM g^ynnes }e prologe of fe man of lawe 

Ooie hoosf segh wel }Ktt* ^ bctjt^ somte 
^e arke of ^is artificial day hadde ronne 
ye feer)) part* and haK an houre or more 
And ))ough he were nof depe expert* in lore 4 

He wist* if was f e xviij. day 
Of Aprile ))at* is massagere to may 
And seghe wel f af fe shadowe of euery tre 
Was as in length pe same quantite 8 

]>af was pe body erecte p&i? caused if 
And ))erfore by pe shadowe he toke his witte 
J}af Phebus which f af shoon so clere and brijf 
Degrees was xlv. clombe on highf 12 

And for ))af day as in ))af latitude ci^r 86j 

Hif was .X. of Jie clok* he gan conclude 
And sodeynly he pli3f his hors abouf 
Lordingges quod he I wame jow al pia route 16 

pe feer party of ))is day is goofi 
Kow for pe loue of god and of seinf lohn 
Lese)) no tyme as ferfor)) as je may 

Lordingges f e tyme if waste)) bof ny3f and day 20 

And stele)) from vs whaf pn'uely slepinge 
And whaf ))ourgh neglygence in our wakinge 
As do)) ^e streme ))af tume)) neu^e agayn / 
Descending* from fe mounteyn into playfi 24 

Wel can Senec« and many a philosophre 
Byweillen tyme more fan gold in Cofre 
ffor losse of Catel may recouered be 
Buf losse of tyme shendef vs quod he 28 
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lif wil not* come ^ein wi]K)uten drede 

No more ^an wil Malkyzi€i Maidenhede 

Whan she ha)» losf if in her wantonesse 

Lat* Ys nonf mowlen )ms in Ydelnesse 32 

Siie man of lawe quod he so haue I blesse 

Telle YS a tale anoon as forward es 

5e bene submitted ]K)xirgh jozir fte assent* 

To stonden in ))is cas at* my luggement* 36 

Aqoite)) jon nowe of 30ure biheest* 

fan han je done joure deYoire at* pe leest* 

Oost quod he depardeux ich assent* 

To breke forward is not* myfi entent* 40 

Biheest* is dette and I wil holde faynd 

Al my biheest* I can no better seyn^ 

ffor such lawe as a man ^euef ano^^ wijt* 

He shuld hjm self Ysen if by ri^f 44 

Thus wil our texf buf na))eles certeyne 

I can ri^f now no trusty tale seyne 

faf chaucere you^if he can buf lewdely 

On meters and in rymyng* craftely 48 

Ha^ seide hem in such englissh as he can [i«if85.iMok] 

Of olde tyme as knowef mony a man 

And if he haue noujf seide hem leue brof ei* 

In 00 boke he ha)) seide in arnoper 52 

ffor he ha^ told of louers Yp and doim 

Moo pan Ovide made mencioun 

In his Epistels ))af bene ful olde 

Whaf shuld I tellen hem sif f ei be tolde 56 

In 30u))e he made of Coys and Alcione 

And si^ ha)) he spoke of euerychone 

Thise noble wyues and fise louyers eke 

Who so faf wol his laige Yolom seke 60 

Cleped pe Seintes legende of Cupide 

per may he sec pe large woundes wide 

Of lucresse and of Babylan Tysbe 

pe swerd of Dido for pe fals ene 64 
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The tre of Phillis for hir demophon 

fe pleynte of Dyanyre and of Hermyon 

Of Andnan and of ysiphilee 

)}e barayn Isle stondingf in fe see 68 

pe dreynf leander for Ids erro 

The teres of Elyne and eke fe woo 

Of Brixseid and of fe ladomya 

The cruelte of quene Medea / 72 

pe litel children honging* hy ^e hak 

ifor ]>e lason J^at* was of lone so fals 

Of ypinistra penolope Alceste 

3onre wivehode he commende^ wif pe best* 76 

But* certeynly no worde ne writef he 

Of ))ilk wicke ensample of canace 

J}at* lu£fed her oune broj^ere synfully 

Of suche cursed storis I seie fye 80 

Or ellis of Tiro Appolloneus 

How ))at* pe cursed king* Antiocus 

Biraft* his doubter of her maydenhede 

)pat* is so horrible a tale for to rede 84 

Whan he her drewe )^orgh-out* fe pament* [lear 86] 

And )>erfor he of f ul avisement* 

Nold neuer write in none of his sermons 

Of BMch. vnkinde abhomynacions . 88 

Ne I ne wil none reherce if }>at* I may 

But* of my tale how shal I done pis day 

Me were loth be likned doutlees 

To muses ))at* men clepen pieriades 92 

Methanorphoseos wote what* I mene 

But* naj^elees I recche not* a bene 

Jpouje I come after hym wi)) ha we bake 

I speke in prose and lat* hym rymes make 96 

And wif fat* word he wif a sobre chere 

Bygan his tale as ^e shal after here 98 

% Thus ende)) )>6 prologe [no break in the MS,] 
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And here by- % xaeipit t^M^ 
gjimep pe Mannys of lawe Tale 

[Prologue,'] 

hateful hanne condiciofi of pouerf 99 

WiJ> frust* vrif cold with hunger so confotmdecl 
To asken help fe shamesf in ))ine hert* 
If jK)we now aske wip nede art* ))ou so wounded 102 

J)at* verrey nede vnwrappe)) al pi wonud hed 
Maugre in J^ine hede pon most* for indigence 
Or stele or hegge or borowe pi dispence 105 

Thow blamest* cnst* and seist* ful bitterly 

He mysdeparte)) ricches temporal 

Jji neighbot^r ))0W witest* sinfully 

And saisf pon hast* to litel and he ha^ aA 109 

Parfay seist* pou somtyme he rekne shaH 

Whan )^af his tale shal brenne in p* glede 

ffor he noa3t* helpe)) nedeful in her nede 112 

Eerken what* is pe menyng* of pe wise 

Bett* is to dyen ))an haue indigence 

]>i self neighbonre wil pe despise 

If Jou be poor fare wele fi reuerence. 116 

^it* of pe wise man take pis sentence [iMf 86, back] 

Al pe daies of poor men ben wikke 

Be war perioTe er ^ou come in pat prikke 119 

3if poM be poor ^i bro))er hateji ^e 

And alle ))i fireendes fleen firo pe alas 

O riche marchauntes ful of wele be ^e 

O noble prudent* folk as in ))is cas 123 

3oure bagges bene not* filled wtt^ ambees aas 

But* mp sise cynk psAf renne)) for ^our chance 

At* Cristes mas mery may ^e dauTtce 126 
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3e seken londe and Se for ^our wynnyngges 
As wise folk ^af knowen al )»e atate 
Of regnes 30 bene fadere of Tithenges 
And tales bo))en of pees & debate 130 

I was rijf nowe of tales desolate 
Ner ])af a marchaunf gone is mony a jere 
Me taught* a tale which pat ^e shal heie 133 

[Only the tisual damorgap of a line in the M8.] 



[^Ai there is no room in thit print for the Latin notes in the 
margin of the MS, they arep^it here, with the numbers of the lines 
to which they refer,"] 

L 197. IT Ceptra pharonei ttatrum diioordia thebe 
IT iBammam phetentU deatalionlB aqne 
IT In steUii prt ami. tpeeiw andada tt«mi 
H Senium Tlixens heronliM q^^ vigor [MS, leaf 87, bick.] 

1. 296. % Ynde Philomel li^ro .j*". o*". 8**. pn'mi motni eeli dno 
luwt quorum yjiua est qui monet totnm tempfr ab orienttf ft ooddent^ 
Tno modo fap«r orbet k cetera, Ita sMUr Ytro motni tst qui moaet 
«rbem steUarwrn ourrendum eoMtra motnm primam vis ab oeddent^ 
in orient^m uupet alios dnos polos k cetera, Qmne^ ,enim, oo/foordati 
snnt quod dooetOMOs sint debUes ntn in dif ttibM«. bo^ent .mtm. isU 
lioet deUlitentMr eor«m elooUonos radieem .i. natititates eorMm ques 
eonbfttMX omnem planetam debilam in Itinare. Heo, 'BhUoeophxiM. 
[MS, leaf 89.] 

1. 421. If Semper mundane letide tristicia repentina snocedit 
Jfnndana «rgo fUidtas mnltis amaritudinibiM est resp^sa Eztrema 
gandii. lnotu« ocoapat. Audi «rgo salubre consilium i» die \ionotum 
ne immemor sis maloTMin. [MS, leaf 91.] 

L 771. IT Quid turplns ebrioso oni fotor in ore. tremor iit oorpore. 
qui promt't stulta^ prodit oooolta Cni mens alienatt«r fiudes tronsfior- 
matnr nnllnm eniin latet seoretnm. tM regnat Ebrietas. [MS, leaf 
96, back.] 

1. 926. IF eztrema libidinis turpitodo qne non sdum mentem 
eflbminat Med et ooipns en^rnat ws(m:ger seqatrntur dolor k peniteneia 
y>9t koetera. [MS, leaf 99.] 

1. 1127. If A mane Ts^t^ ad Tosp^ram mntabitnr tempns. tenent 
tympanum k gandent ad sonnm organL [MS, leaf 102, back.] 

L 1134. Qsds ynqwam vnioam diem totam doxit in sna deleeta- 
eione ioonitdam qnem in allqua parte die reatns oonsdenoie Td inu 
petns ire Td motw* ooncnpisoende inde non tnrbanerit qnem Unor 
iavidie Td ardor anarioie vd timor sap^bie non Texan^/it. quern 
aliqica iaetora yd oiEbnsa yd passio non oommoaerit k cetera, [MS, 
leaf 102, back] 
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[TALE. PAET I.] 

In Surry whilom dwelt* a companye 

Of Chapmen liche and perto sadde and trewe 

]>at* wide where setten her spicerie 

Clo]»es of golde and saten riche of hue 137 

Her chaf^EU^ was so J^rifty and so nwe 

yaif eueiy wijt* h&p deynte to chafare 

Wi]> hem and eke to sellen hem her ware 140 

Howe fille it* ^af pe maisters of ))at* sort* 

Han shapen hem to Eome forto wende 

Were it* for chapmanhode or for disport* 

Noon o))er massage wold ])ei ^ider sende 144 

But* coTTzmen hem self to Rome pia is )>e ende 

And in suche place as J^oujt* hem auatmtage 

fktr her entent* pei taken her herbergage 147 

Soioumed han J^ise merchaundes in )^at* toun [leaf st] 

A certeyn tyme as fille to her plesaunce 

But* so byfelle p&V pe excellen renoim 

Of pe Emperour dou^tere Dame Castaunce 151 

Reported was with euery circumstat/nce 

Ynto ))ise Surryen merchauntz in such wise 

fEro day to day as I shal 30U deuise 154 

This was )>e comon vois of euery man 

Out Emperour of Eome god hym see 

A doughter hsip ))af sij^e ^e world bygan 

To rekne as wel her goodnes as bewte 158 

Nas neuere such ano)>er as is she 

I prei to god in honure hir sustene 

And wolde she were of al Europe f • quene ^ ^'JSSdT' ^^'^ ' 
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In hure is hegh bewte wi^ute "pride 

3ou)^e wijj-out* grenehode or folye 

To aH her werkes vertue is her gide 

Humblesse h&p sclayn in hire al tyrannye 165 

She is a myroMr of al Curtesie 

Hire herte is verrey chambere of holyncsse 

Her hand mynystre of fredam for ahnesse 168 

And al J^is Tois was so)) as god is trewe 

Buf nowe to purpoos laf vs tume ageyn 

]>ise Merchauntz han do fraught her shippes newe 

And whan fei han fis blisful Maiden seyfi 172 

Howe to Surrey ben pei went* ageyfi 

And done her nedes as ))ei han do jore 

And lyuen in wele I can say 30U no more 175 

How fille it* ))at* ^ise marchauntes stoden in grace 

Of hym ))at* was Jw Sawden of Surrye 

ffor whan ^t* pei came from eny strafige place 

He wolde of his benygne Curtesie . 179 

Make hem good chere and bysilie aspie n«<»f w, b«sk] 

TiJ^ingges of sondry rewmes forto lere 

pe wondres fat* fei myjt* se or here 182 

Amonges opere ))ingges specialy 

Thise marchauntes han hym tolde of dame custaunce 

So grete noblesse in emest* ceriously 

^t* ))is sowden ha)) caught* so grete plesaunce 186 

To han her figure in his remembraunce 

And al his lust* and al his bysy cure 

Was forto loue her* fe whilis his lif may dure 189 

Perauenture in pe pikke large book 

Which J>at* eloped is heuene ywriten was 

Wif sterres whan f af he his birth toke 

fat* he for loue shuld han his deth alias 193 
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ffor in )>e sterres clerer ]>an is ye glas / 

y-writen god wote who coude if rede 

fe de]>e of eueiy man wtiA-onten diede 196 

In Stems mony a wynter J>er byf orfi ^^**" •^» '• IH-^ 

Was writen ye dey of Ector achilles 

Of pompe lulius er )>ei were borii 

ye strif* of Thebes and of hercules / 200 

Of Sampson turuno and of Socrates 

ye dey but* mennys wittes be& so dnlle 

y&if no -wi^if can wel rede it af ye fulle 203 

This sonden for his pnve counsdi sent* 

And shortly of yia matere foito pase 

He h&y to hem declared his entenf 

And seide hem certeyn bnt* he my^t* haue grace 207 

To haue custance wi]>-Inne a litel space 

He nas buf dede and charged hem in hie 

To shapen for his lif* somtne remedy e 210 

Syuers men dyners )>ingges seiden 

ye aigomentz Custen vp and Doufi Qeaf ssi 

Mony a sotele resofl fory yei leidefi 

yei speken of magik* and abosiofl 214 

Buf fynaly as in conclusion 

yei can nof seen in J^af noil auatintage 

Xe in noon oyer way sauf mariage 217 

Than segh )>ei yere in such difficulte 

Be way of reson forto speke al playfl 

By cause ]>af yet was such dyuersite 

Bytwene hor hoy lawes )>at* )>ei seyfl 221 

^i trowe ysiif no cristen prtnce wold fayn) 

Wedden his childe ynder oure lawes so swete 

^t^ YB was taught* be Mahoun our prophete 224 
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And he answered ra^er ^an I lese 

distance I wil be Glistened doutlees 

X mote bene hers I may non o^ere chese 

I prei 30U holde joure argumentes in pees 228 

Sane)) my lif and hep nof lecheleeB 

To geten huie J^af haf my lif in euie 

ffor in fiB woo I may nof longe endure 231 

What* nede^ gretter dilataciofl 

I saye by tretis and Embassadiye 

And by ^e popes mediaciofl 

And all^ fe cherch and aH ^e Chivaliye 235 

]>af in destrucciofl of Mawmetrie 

And in encrees of cristes lawe dere 

^i bene acorded so as je shal here 238 

How ysiV pe Sawden and his Baronage 

And al his lieges shuld ycHstened be 

And he shal haue custance in manage 

And certeyn gold I note whaf quantite 242 

And herto founden sufficient* suerte 

This same accorde was sworn in ei^r side n«if ns,t»ok] 

Now £ure custaunce almyjty god )>e gyde 245 

How wold somTTie men waiten as I gesso 

^at* I shulde tellen al pe purviaunce 

That* pe Emperour of his noblesse 

ha]r shapen for his doujter dame Custaunce 249 

Wei may men knowe f at* so grete ordynaunce 

May no man telle in a litel clause 

As was araied for so hie a cause 252 

Bisshopes bene shapen wi^ hurd forto wende 

Lordes kdys kny^tes of renozin 

And o))er folk ynow ])is is pe ende 

And notified is ]>orgh-out* pe toun 256 
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Thal^ eueiy wijt* w*t^ grete denociotm 
Shnlde preye ciist* ^a.if he fla mariage 
Besceyne in gre and spede pia viage 



259 



The day is commen of her depariinge 

I seie fe woofiil day fatal is come 

That* yei may be no longer tariynge 

But^ for^warJ pel hem dressed al and some 263 

Cnstance |>af wtt^ sorowe is al onercome 

ffol pale arisf and dresse^ hure to wende 

ffor wel shoe see)) ^ is noon of ere ende 266 

Alias what* wondere is if ^oa3e she wepte 

])at* shal be sent* to strannge nacioA 

ffro frendes ^t* so tenderly her kepte 

And to be bounden vnder subiecciofl 270 

Of oon she knowe^ noa3f his condiciofi 

Husbondes bene aH good and ban ben jore 

\aJf knowen wives I dar seie ^ou no more 273 

Padere she seide ^ wrecched child cnstance 

Thi jongd dou3tere fostred vp so soft* T (tep- 9 ci«kf »] 

And 36 my modere my souereyn plesaunce 

Oner al J^inge outaken crist aloft* 277 

Cnstannce 3oure child bird recomannde]) oft* 

Ynto 3oure grace for I shal to Surrye 

Ne thai I nenere seyn 30W more wi]) ye 280 

Alias ynto ^e Barbarye naciofl 

I most* anoon aip if is 30ure wille 

Buf crisf ))af starf for oure redempciofi 

So 3eae me grace his heestes to fulfille 284 

I wrecched womman no fors fon^e I spille 

Wommen ben borfi to thraldom and penatmce 

And to bene vnder mannes gonemaunce 287 
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I trowe at* Troye whan purru^ brak ^e waH 

Or ylyon J)at« brenf Thebes faf Cite 

Not Eome for ^ harme )K)rgh Hanybatt 

]>at* Komaynes han venqwisshed tymes ))ie 291 

Kas herd such tendere weping^ for pite 

As in ^e Chambere for her departinge 

Baf ioTp she mote wher she wepe or singe 294 

first* monynge cruel firmament* iiatim nou, p. iw.] 

IBs 

Wi^ fiae dyumal sweigh pat crowdest* aye 

And hurlesf al from eesf to Occident* 

That* naturelly woW hold ano^er waye 298 

)i Crowding* sette pe heuene in such araye 

At* pe byg3mnyng* of J^is feers viage 

That* crael mars hap sclayn ^is mariage 301 

Infortonat* ascendent* tortuous 

Of whi(^ pe lord is helplees falle alias 

Out* of his Angle in to ^ derkesf hous 

O Mars o Atazir in this caas 305 

O feble mone vnhappy bene pi paas./ 

)k)w knettesf pe )>er }k)u art* not* receyued [leaf 89, iMdo 

Ther Jk)u were wele fro ]>ennes now art* }>ou weyued 308 

Imprudent* Emperour of Eome alas % Xn^inat 

Was ))er no Philisophre in al ^i toun 

Is no tyme bette ))an oper in such cas/ 

Of yiage is per non electioii 312 

Namely to folk of high condiciofl 

"Naif whan a roote is of a bir^ yknowe 

Alias 3e bene to lewde or to sclowe 315 

The shippe is broujt* ))is woful faire mayde 

Solempnely vnp euery circumstaunce 

No we Jhesu. crist* be wi^ jou al she seide 

Ther is no more but* fare wel faire Custa^/nce 31 9 
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She pejne^ Hure to make good countenaunce 

And for^e I lete Iiire saile in pia manere 

And tome I wil ageyn to my matere 322 

The modere of fe Sowden welle of vices 

Espied ha]» her sones pleyn entenf 

Howe he wil lete his old^ saciifises 

And rijf anone she for her counsel sent* 326 

And ^i ben commen to knowe whaf she menf 

And whan assembled was ^is folk' in fere 

She sette her doune and seide as ^e shal here 329 

Lordes quod she )e knowe euerichoh 

Howe ^at^ my sone in poynf is forto lete 

pe holy lawes of our akkarofl 

Jcuene by goddes massagere Makamete 333 

Buf oil avowe to grete god I hete 

fe lif shal i&pet out* of my body sterte 

Or makametes lawe out* of myn herte . 336 

What* shuld YS tyden of ^is newe lawe 

But* )>raldome to our bodies and penat/nce n«af w] 

And afterward in helle to ben drawe 

flfor we reveied Mahonne our creaunce 340 

But* lordes wil je maken assurance 

As I shal sein assenting* to my lore 

And I shal make ys sauf for euermore 343 

IT Thei sworen and assenten euery man 

To lyve and dye wi)) hure and by hure stonde 

And euery in ^ best* wise he can 

To strengthen hure shal al his freendes fondo 347 

And she ha)) ))is emprise taken on honde 

Which je shal here ^at* I shal devise 

And to hem alle she spak* in ^is wise 350 
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We shul first* feyn vs cr/stendom to take 

Cold watere ahal not* greue vs but* a lite 

And I shal suche a reuel and fcest* make 

pa,V as I trowe I shal fQ Sowden quite 354 

ffor foxx^e Ids vif be cristned neuer so white 

She shal haue nede to wassh awaye pe rede 

]>oiigh she a font* ful of water wi)) her lede 357 

Sawdenesse Eoote of Iniquite 

Virago Jk)u Semyram ye Second 

O Serpent* vnder femynincte 

like to fe Serpent* depe in helle ybound 361 

feyned womman al ])at* may confound 

Vertue and Innocence f orgh f i malice 

Is bredde in ^ as nest* of eueiy vice 364 

Sathan envious si)) )>ilk day 

))at* ^ou were chased fro our heritage 

Wei knewest* f ou to wommen f • old way 

^u madest* Eva to bringe in seruage 368 

Thow wilt* fordone cristen mariage 

Thyil Instrument* so wele away fe while 

Makestowe of wommen wham yon wilt* begile pear oo, \mck} 

This Sowdonesse whom I yus blame and warye 

Lat* prively her counsel gone her way 

What* shuld I in f is tale lenger tarye 

She ndey to ye Sawden on a daye 375 

And seide him J»at* she wold reneye her laycj 

And Cristendom of preestes hondes fonge 

Bepenting* she he))en was so longe 378 

Biseching* him to done her yat honoure 

^at* she most* han y* cristen folk to feest* 

To plesen hem I wil do my labour 

ye Sawden sei^ I wil dofL at* jour heesf 382 
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And knelmge ]>onke^ hxiie of ))at* request* 

So glad he was lie njaif what* to seye 

.She kisf her sone and horn she go]> her way 386 



[PART //.] 

Airiued bene )>ise crtsten folk to londe 

In Surrye wi)) a grete solempne Koute 

And hastely ^is Sowden sent* his sonde 

finrst* to his modere and al fe regne abonte 389 

And seide his wiff was commen out* of doute 

And preide hure forto riden ageyn fe quene 

The honure of his regne to sustene 392 

Giete was fe prees and rich was tharray 

Of Surriens and romaynes met* yfere 

The modere of pe Sowden riche and gay 

Besceyue^ hex' Yrip as glad a chere 396 

As eny modere my^ her doti^tez' dere 

And to ^ next* Cite ^er beside 

A soft* paas solempnely ^i ryde 399 

Haught* trowe I fe tnumphe of lulius 

Of which ^af lucan make^ such a boosts 

Was ryallere ne more curious [iflaf •!] 

Than was fe assemple of ^is blisful boost* 403 

But* ^is scorpion ]>is wikke goost* 

pe Sawdenesse for al her flateringe 

Cast* vnder ])is ful mortally to stynge 406 

The Sowden comme)> hym self* sone aftei' J^is 

So Eialli ^af wondei' is to telle 

He welcomme^ hure with aHe ioye and blis 

And ]»us in mer]>e and loie I lete hem dwells 410 
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ye froyte of fia mateie J^af I tella 

Wban tyme come men J^oujf if for ye beef 

Ihaf zeu^ stint* and men gofi to her resf 41 S 

The tyme come yis olde Sawdenesse 

Ordeyned ha^ ^is feesf of which I told 

And to ^e fest* cristen folk hem dresso 

In general hoy 3enge and old 417 

Here may men feesf and rialte bihold 

And deyntes moo ^an I can 30* devise 

But* al to dere yei boojf if er yei rise 420 

sodeyn woo J>af euer art* snccessoure ^^^***'* •^' p- ^-^ 

To worldly blisse 8p[r]ayned is vdy bittemesse 

ye end of ye ioye of our worldely labonre 

Woo occupie)) ye fyne of our gladnesse 424 

Herk fiB counsaille for pi sikemesse 

Yppon yi glade day haue in ^i mynde 

ye ynwar woo or harme )>at comme^ behinde 427 

• 

Por shortely forto tellen af oon word 

The Sowden and ye cristen euerechone 

Bene al to-hewe and stikked af ^e bord 

Baf if were oonly dame distance allone 431 

fAa olde Sawdenes ^ts cursed krone 

hay wiy her frendes done fia cursed dede 

ffor she her self wold al ye cuntre lede Qeaf 91, iwck] 

HE )>er nas Surrien noon ]>af was conuerted 

}Ktf of ^e counsaille of ye Sawden wote 

]>af he nas al to-hewe er he asterted 

^And Custaunce ban pei take anofL fote hoof 438 

And in a shippe al steerless god woote 

^ei han hure sette and bidden hei' leme saile 

Ouf of Surry ageynward to ytaile 441 
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A certeyn tresour y&if she ^idei' ladde 

And so^e to seyn vitaile giete plente 

They han her ^euen and clones eke she hadde 

And ffor^ she saille^ in ^e salt* see 445 

O my custaunce ful of benygnyte 

O Emperours jonge doujteie dere 

He t&if is lord of fortune be fi steie 448 

She blesse]) and wi]) fnl pitous voya 

Ynto pe Crois of crisf fna seid she 

O deer o. welfol autere holy croys 

£ede of ^e lambes blood ful of pite 452 

That* wessh ^e world from fe olde iniqnyte 

Me £rom ^e feende and from his clawes kepe 

^at* day ^af I shal drenche in fe depe 455 

• 

Victorious tree protectiofi of trewe 

Thaf oonly worfi were for to here 

The king* of heuene wi)) his woundys newe 

The white lombe ^af hirte was wit^ a spere 459 

fflemer of feendes out* of hym and here 

On which ^i lyues fei))fully extenden 

Me kepe and 3eue myght* my lyf tamenden 462 

Teeres and daies fleet* yia Creature 

Thorgh-out* J)e see of Grece vnto f* strayte 

Of Marrok as it* was hii' aventure Pcaf «] 

mony a sory mele nowe may she baite 466 
After her deth ful oft may she wayte 

Er fat* pe wilde wawes wil her dryve 

Ynto f e place ))ere she shal aryue 469 

KEn myghten axen whi she was not* sclayii) 
Eke atte feeste who myght* her body saue 

1 Answere to ]>af demannde agayfl 

Who saued Danyel in fe horrible caue 473 
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Ther eueiy wi3f saf he maistei' or knaue 

Was wij fe leon frette or a-stert* 

Ko wighf but* god ])at< hem baie in his heri^ 476 

GK)d list* to shewe his wonderful myracle 

In hii'f ]>af shee shulde seen his myjty werkes 

Crist' which pot is to enery harme triacle 

By certayne meenes oft* / as knowen clerkes 480 

Do^ ^ing* for certeyn ende )^f fill derk es 

To mannys witt f ^af for our ignoraunce 

Ke kon not* knowe his prudent* puruyaunce 483 

How si^ she was not* at* pe feest* ysclawe 

Who kepte her from J)e drenching* in fe see 

Who keptd Jonas in ^e fisshes mawe 

Til he was spowted vp at* Nynyve 487 

Wei may men knowe it was no wi3t* but* he 

What* kept* puple Ebrayk from drenchinge 

WiJ» drie feet* ^oigh out* fe see passinge 490 

Who bad ye foure spiretes of tempest* 

That* power hau bo^ annoyen londe and see 

Bo^ nor^ and sou^e and also west* and Eest* 

Annoye^ nei^er See londe ne tree 494 

So^ly |>e Comanndei' of ^aV was he 

That* from ye tempest* ay ^is womman kept* 

As wel whan she woke as whan she sclepte Deaf n, back] 

Where my3t* yis wowiman mete or drynk* haue 

Thre jere or more how lastef hii* vitaille 

Who fedde fe Egipcien mary in fe Caue 

Or in desert* noon but* Crist* saunz faille 501 

V. Mt folk it* was as grete mervaille 

Wi^ loues .T. and fisshes two to fede 

God sent* his foysen at* her grete nede 504 
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She diyue]) forJ» into oui' Occian 

ThoigH-ouf oare wilde See to atte last* 

Ynder an hold J^atf nempne I ne can 

ffor in Nourth htimherlond f • wawe hire casf 508 

And in ]>e sonde her shipp stiked so fast 

]>at» fennes wold if not* of al a tyde 

The wille of Cr/st was p&V she shold ahide 51 1 

The Constable of ^e Caste] doun is faie 

To seen ]>is werk and al fe ship he soujt* 

And fonde ]>is wery womman ful of care 

He fonde also ^e tresoure |>af she brou^t* 515 

In her langage mercy she bysou3f 

The lif* out* of her body forto twynne 

Hire to delyuere of woo faf she was Inne 518 

A Manei' latyfi cormpte was her speche 

Bnf algates ^er-by was she vnderstonde 

The Constable whan he list* no lengere seche 

This woofiil womman brou3t* he to ]>e londe 522 

She knele^ doune and ^onkep goddys sonde 

Buf what* she was she wolde no man seye 

ffor foule ne faire pom^e fat she shuld deye 525 

She seide she was so mased in the See 

]>at* she forgate hure mynde by hure trou])e 

The Constable of hire ha|> so grete pite [leaf n] 

And eke his wiff ^at* pei wepen for rou])e 529 

She was so diligent* wi|>-outen slou^e 

To serue and plese euerech in ))at* place 

That* al her louen ^at* loken on her face / 532 

The Constable ai^d dame Ermengeld his wiff* 

Were paynymes and fat* contray euerywhere 

But* Hermengilt* loued hure ri3t* as hir lif^ 

And Constance haf so longe soiourned ))ere 536 
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In Orisons wi)) monj a bitter tere 

Til Hiera ha])e conuerted ]>org)i his grace 

Dame hermengild Constablesse of fat place 539 

In afi ])at* londe durst* none cn'sten route 

Alle Cristen folk* ben fledd fro ^at' cuntre 

Thot^fi paynymes ]>af conquered Jer aboute 

^e plages of fe nortfi by lond and see 543 

To wales fledde ^e Crtstiante 

Of olde Bretoynes dwellin in ^e Be 

Ther was hure refute for fe mene while 546 

But* 3it* nas neuere cnsten Bretoyne so exiled 

That* ^r nas somme in her pnuetee 

Honoured Crist* and he|>en folk* begyled 

And nyje ^e Castel such ))er dwelled thre 550 

That* oon of hem was blynde and my^t* not* see 

But* it* were wif Jilk yen of his mynde 

With which men seen after ])at* pel bene blynd 553 

Bri3f was ^e sonne as in ^at* somers day 

ffor whiche ^e constable and his wif also 

And Custance han ytake fe ri^t* way 

Toward ^e see a forlonge way or two 557 

To pleien and to romen to and froo / 

And in her walk* ^is blynde man ^ei motte 

Croked and olde wif fast* eyen yshetf n«f «» t«*] 

In f e name of crist* cried ))is blynd Bretoun 

Dame hermegUd 3eue me si3t* agayn 

This lady wexe a-fraied of pe soune 

Lest* fat* her husbond shortely forto 803010 564 

Wold hme for Ihe^u crtstes loue haue slayfi 

Til Custance made hure bold and bad hire wirche 

The wille of cnsf as doujtei' of his chirclie 567 
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The constable wexe abasshed of yaV sight* 

And seide what* amoanteJ» al ^is fatQ 

distance answen) Sii6 it* is ciistes my^t* 

J>at* hdpe^ folk out* of ^e fendes snaie 571 

And 80 feifor^ she can our lay declare 

ytiif she fe constable er it was eve 

ConaerteJ» and on crist* made hjm bjleue 574 

This Constable nas no ^ing* Ion) of ^is place 

Of which I speke ^er he Custat/nce fonde 

But* kepte if strongly mony a wyntei' space 

Vnder Alia king* of aH Nor^humberlonde 578 

]>af was fuH wise and wor^i of his honde 

Ageyne ^e scottes as men may wel here 

But* tume I wil ageyn to my matere 581 

Sathan ]>at* euere ys waitej» to begUe 

Seghe of Custance al hure p^ecciotin 

And cast* anone howe he my3t* quyte her while 

And made a yonge knyght* ^at* dwelt* in fe Unm 585 

Lone hire so hoot* of foule afifccciof/n 

pai verrely hym ^ou3t* he shulda spille 

But* he of hire ones myjt* haue his wille 588 

He wowe^ hnre bat* it* ayaille)) nou3t* 

She wolde do no synne by no weye 

And for despite he compased in his ^oa3t* [\mtu 

To make hure a shameful dee)) to dye 592 

He waite]) whan ^e constable was away 

And pnuely "vpon a ny3t* he crept* 

In hermengildes Chambre while she slept* 595 

Wery for-waked in her Orisons 

Slepe]^ Custance and hermengild also / 

This knyght* ^ourgh Sathanas temptaciofts 

Al softly is to ^ bed y-goo 599 
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And kitte fe pioie of hen&eiigild atwoo ^ 

And laide ]ye blody knyf by dame Ca6tat£nce 

And wenf his waye fer god jeue hjm meschaimce 602 

Sone after CoTTune]) ]>i8 Constable home agayfi 

And Eke Alia )^f kinge was of ^af londe 

And segb his wiff dispitously slayfi 

ffor whiche ful off he wepte and wionge his honde 606 

And in ^e bedde ^e blody knyf he fonde 

By dame Custaonce alias what* mj^if she say 

ffor verry woo her witte was al away 609 

So kinge Alia was tolde al ^is meschat/nce 

And eke ^e tyme and where and in what wise 

^af in a shipp was founden fis Custaunce 

As here byfom ^e han herde devise 613 

The kingges hert* of pite gan agrise 

Whan he seye so benigne a creature 

fSaJle in dissese and in mysauentore 616 

For as ^e lombe toward y deth is broujl^ 

So ^is Innocent* stanf to-fore ^e king« 

piB fSeds kny3t* ^af ha^ pis tresofi wroujf 

Bere^ hure on honde )»if she ha^ do ^is ^ing* 620 

But* na^elees ^er was grete moumyng* 

Amonge ))e puple and seie pel can not gesse 

Tha[t] she had done so grete a wickednesse Umi 9i,\mA} 

For ^ei han seyn. hei' eaere so yertuous 

And louyng* hermengile n^if as her liff 

Of ^ bare witnesse eaerich in ))at< hons 

8aue he ^af hermengild slowe wiih his knyff 627 

This gentile kinge ha^ kanjf a gret^ motiff 

Of ^is witnesse and ]K)U3f he wold enqnere 

Depper in ^is caas tron^ forto lere 690 
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Alias Custallce ^w nast* no champyofl 
Ne fights Canstowe nat* so wele away 
'Baif he p&if for ouie ledempciofi 

And bonde Sathan and lye^ hym fer he lay 634 

. So 1)6 ^i strong* Champiofi ^is daye 
ffor but* Crtste on fe miracle ki1& 
Wi]H)wten gilt* }ou shalf be slayn as swiye 637 

She sette her donne on knees and fer she seide 

Immortal god ^at* sauedest* Susanne 

ffiro £Eds blame and ]k)u merciful maide 

Marye I mene doubter to seinf Anne 641 

Byfom whoos childe aungels sing* Osanne 

If I be giltlees of ^is felonye 

My socoure be for ellis shal I dye 644 

Haue je not* sene somtyme a pale face 

Among* a prees of him ]>at< ha)) be ladde 

Toward ^e de^e where as he gate no grace 

And swictL a coloure in his face ha^ hadde 648 

Men myjt* knowe his face ^at* was bistadde 

Amonge alle ))e faces of ^at< route 

So stant Custance and loke^ hire aboute 651 

queues lyuynge in prosperite 
Duchesses and 30 ladies euerechon^ 
Haue some rou^ on her adue/'site peaf §5] 

An Emp^rours doujtere stant* allone 655 

She ha^ no wijt* to whom to make her mono 
. O blood real yaif stondesf in ^is drede 
ffer bene ^i frendes at* ^i grete nede 658 

This Alia king* ha)) swich compassioun 

As Geltile hert* is fulfilled of pite 

]>at* from his eyen ranne ^e water dotm 

Kow hasteli do fecche a boke quod he 662 
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And if ^is knyghf wil swere howe ]>at she 

^is womman sclowe ^it* wil we ys avise 

Whom ^af we wold shold be our lustise 665 

A breton booke writen wtt^ euatmgelies 

Was fette and ^eivon he swoi*e anone 

She giltif was in ^e mene whiles 

An honde hirn smote vpon ])e nekke bone 669 

^at* doone he felle af ones as a stone 

And bo^e his eyen brast* out* of his face 

In si^t* of euery body in ^at place 672 

A voys was heide in general audience 

And seide boa hast* disslaundered giltelees 

^e dou3ter of holy church in high presence 

Thus hastowe done and jif I mot* hold? my pees 676 

Of ^is mervaile agast* was afi ^e prees 

As mazed folk* ^ei stoden euerechone 

ffor drede of wreche sauf Custance alone 679 

Orete was ^e drede and eke ^e repentatmce 

Of hem ^af hadden wrong* suspeciottn 

Yppon ^is cely Innocent* Custat^nce 

And for ^is miracle in condusioun 683 

And by Custance Mediacioun 

Pe kinge and mony ano^er in ^at place 

Conuerted were ]K)nked be goddis grace [i«if 9G,bMk] 

This fals knyght* was sclayfi for his Yntrou^e 

By luggement* of Alia hastifly 

And 3it* Custance ha)) of his de^ gref rou|)e 

And after ^Is Jhesos of his mercye 690 

Made Alia wedden fill solempnely 

This holy maiden ^af is so bri3t* and shene 

And ^us ha^ crist* made Custance a quene 693 
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But* who was woofol if I shal not* lye 

Of p\B wedding* but* donegild and no moo / 

The kingges modere fal of Tyrannye 

"Hire ^ujt* her cursed hert* brast* a two 697 

She wold not* her sone had don^ so / 

"Hire ^ujt* a despite ^at* he shulde take 

So stiaunge a creature vnto his make 700 

HE list* not* of ^e Chaf ne of ^e stre 

Afake so longe a tale as of pe coma 

What* shuld I tellen of \>e Eialte 

Of mariage or which cours go]) byfoma 704 

Who blowe^ in trompe or in an home 

y fi&wte of euery tale is forto seye 

^[i] and drinke . ^ei daunce singe or pley • 707 

The! gone to bedde as it* was skil and rijt* 

ffor ^uje ^at* wives bene fill holy ^ingges 

^i most* take in pacience a nyght* 

Such manere necessaries as ben plesingges 711 

To folk* ]>at**han ywedded hem with ringges / 

And laye a litel her holynesse aside 

As for Je tyme it* may none ofere betide 714 

On hire he gate a knaue child anone 

And to a bisshope and his Constable eke 

He toke his wif to kepe whan he is gone HMfM] 

to scotlond ward his foomen for to seke 718 

Nowe faire Custance ^at* is so humble and meke 

So longe is goon wip child til ))at* stille 

She halt* her chambere abiding* crtistes wille 721 

The tyme is come a knaue chUd she here 

Mauricius atte fontstone ]>ei hym calle 

f\B Constable do^ for^ come a massagere 

And wrote to his kinge |)at* cleped was Alle 725 
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Howe ))at* ^is blisfol tydyngge^ is byfalle 

And o])er tydingges spedefal forto seye 

He take^ ])e lettrQ and for^ he go^ his waye 728 

This Massagere to done his aua2£ntage 

Vnto f e kingges modern ridejj swife 

And salwe]^ hire ful faire in his langage 

Madame quod he . 30 may be glad and bli^e 732 

And ^onke^ god an hundred ])ousan(l sij^e 

My lady queue haj child wijH)uten doute 

To loie and blisse of al ^is regne aboute 735 

Lo here pe lettrea seled of ^is ))inge 

pat* I mot* here wi|> al pe hast* I may 

K je wil oujf vnto 30ure sone fe kinge 

I am 3oure seruaMute bof ny3f and day 739 

Dongil(J answerd^ not* not* at* fis tyme 

But* here al ny^t* I 'svil fou take fi rest* 

To morowe wil I saye what* me lest* 742 

• 

This Massagere dronk* sadly ale and wyne 

And stoUen were his lettvea prively 

Out* of his boxe whilst* he slepte as a swyu) 

And counterfeted was ful subtily 746 

A nofere lettre wrou3f ful synfully 

Vnto fe kinge directe of fis matere 

ffrom his Constable as 3e shal after here [iwf 96, iMck] 

The lettre spak* fe Queue delyucred was 

Of 80 horrible a fendlich creaiure 

That* in ^e Castel noon so hardy was 

Jat* eny while dorst* J)or-Inne endure 753 

The modore was an Elf by auentwre 

Ycome by Charmes or by sorcerye 

And euery wight* hate]) her companye 756 
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WOo was fiB kinge whan he ))is lettre had aejne 

But to no wi3t* he tolde his sorowes sore 

But* of his owne honde ho wrote ageyne 

Welcome fe sonde of crisf for euermoore 760 

To me ])at* am nowe lered in his lore 

Lord welcome be ^i lust* and ^i plcsauTzce 

My lust* is putte al in ^ine ordynaunce 763 

Wepe^ fiB child al be it* foule or feire 

And eke my wiff vnto myn home commynge 

Crist* whan him list* may sende mo an heire 

More argreable |)an |>is is to my likinge 767 

This letter he celc> prively wepinge 

Whiche to ^e massagere was take sone 

And for^ he go]) J)er nys no more to done 770 

Massagere fulfilled of dronkenesse f^"*^ •*»'*' p- ^31 

Stronge is pi brec]) pi lymmes flateren ay 

And Jou by-wreiest* al sikemesse 

Thy mynde is lorn fou langelcst* as a laye 774 

Thi face is turned in a newo aray 

Ther dronkenesse regnej) in ony route 

Ther nys no counseH hidde wi}>-out« doute 777 

Donegild I ne haue noon englissh digne 

Vnto J)i maUce and Jji tyrannyo i ^' '^tZ^Hi/feS^i:^"^^ 

And ^erfore to ]>o fende I pe resigno 

Lat* hym enditen of J)i trateryo 781 

fly mannyssli fy . o nay by god I lie 

fly feendissh spirit* . for I dar wel telle 

Thowe ])ou here walk* ^i spirit* is in helle 784 

This massagere commep fro ^e feende agayfi 

And at* pe kingges moders court* he lijt* 

And she was of this massagere ful fayfi 

And plcscd him in al pat enero she my3t^ 788 
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He drank wel his giidel vnder pi3f 

He sclope^ and he fiEronte^ in his gise 

Al nyghf to ^e sonne gan arise 791 

Ofte were his leitrea stoUe euarechona 

And counteifeted letires in ^at* wise 

f>e kinge commaunde^ his constable anone 

Vp peyn of hongyng* on an high Iwyse 795 

Thaf he no shulde suf&e in no wise 

Custance wij^Inne his regne forto abide 

Thie daies and a quarter of a tyde 798 

But* in pe same ship as he hire fonde 

Hure and her jonge sone and al her gcre 

He shulde putte and croude £k) ft* londe 

And charge hure Jiat* she neuere eft come ^ere 802 

my Custaftce wel may ^i goosf haue fere 

And sleping< in pi dreme bene in penattnce 

Whan donegil cast* aH hir ordinat^nce 805 

This Massagere on morowe whan he woke 

Vnto pe Castel halt* ^e next* waye 

And to pe Constable he pe leitre toke 

And whan ^af he ^is pitous lettre saye 809 

fiiil oft he seide alias and walawaye 

lord Crist* quod he howe may ^is lettre endure [leaf 97, back] 

So ful of synne is mony a creature 812 

my^ty god if* fat* it* be fi wille 

Sif J)(>u art* ri3t*ful luge how may it* be 

))af ))0U wilt* suffren Innocentz to spille 

And wicked folk regnen in prosperite 816 

O good Custance alias so woo is me 

))af I mote be pi turmentour or deye 

On shames deth ^r nys noon o^«re waye 819 
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Wepen bo^ jonge and olde in al ]>at* place 

Whan ^af ^e kinge ^is cursed lettte sent* 

And Cusiance wi]) a dedly pale &ce 

pe ierfe day toward lier ship she went* 823 

But* na^ees she take^ in good entente 

ye wille of Crist' and kneling* in fe stxonde 

She saide lorde o. welcome be ^i sonde 826 

He ]>at* me kept* from fe fals blame 

While I was in fe londe amonges 30a 

He kan me kepe from hanne and eke fro sham 

In salt* See al-^ouje I se not* howe 830 

As stronge as euer he was he is ri3t* nowe 

In hym trust* I and in his modere dere 

]>at* is to me my saille and eke my stere 833 



litel child lay weping* in her Arme 
An kneling* pitously to him she seide 
Pees litel sone I wil do ^e noon harme 
Wif Jat* her keerchef of her hede she breide 837 

And ouei' his smale yen she if leyde 
And in her Aime she lulle^ it* ful fast* 
And in to heuene her yen vp she cast* 840 

• 

Modere quod she and maide bri3t* marie 

Sofe is >at* ]H)rowe wommennys eggement* .mw] 

Mankinde was lorn and dampned ay to dye 

ffor whic& f i child was on croys yrent* 844 

^i blisful eyen segtL al his turment* 

^an is yer no comparison bytwene 

pi woo and any woo man may sustene 847 

Thowe seghe pi sone yslayn biforo fine eyen 

And 3it* now lyuef my litel child parfay 

Now lady bri3t* to whoom al woful crien 

Thowe glory of wwnmanhodo fou faire may 851 
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Jow hauen of refute "brijf sterre of day 

Eewe on my child ])at* of pi gentilnesse 

newest* on euery EwefuH in distresse 854 

litel child alias waf is ))i gilt* 

]>af neuer wrou3tesf synne as ^it* parde 

Why wil J)ine hard^ fadere haue ^e spilt* 

mercye dere constable quod she 858 

As laf my litel child dwelle here wa t^ |>e 

And 3if ])ou darst* not* fauour hym for blame 

So Idsse him onys in his faders name 861 

Therwi]} she loke|> bacward to ^e lande 

And saide fare wel hosbond rewthlees 

And vp she rest* and walke^ doun y stronde 

Toward Je shippe hire folowej al fe press 865 

And euere she preie)) her child to hold his pees 

And take^ her leue and wtt/t an holy entent* 

She blesse|> hire and into ship she went* 868 

Availed was ])e ship it* is no drede 

Abundantly for hire a longe space 

And oJ)er necessaries ]>at shulde nede 

She had ynowe heiyed be goddes grace 872 

ffor wynde and weder almy3ty god pwrchase 

And bringe hure home I can no better seye [leaf ^ i»ck] 

But* in fe See she drive)) forj) her weye 875 



[PART III.] 

AUa ^e kynge comme^ home sone aftei' pia 

Vnto his Castel of pe which I tolde 

And axe^ wher his wif* and his child is 

The Constable gan about* his hert* cold 879 

PETWOKTH 206 (S-T. 167) 



8IX-TEXT 158 

OBOUP B. § 2. MAN OF law's TALE. Petworth MS. 207 

And pleynly al Je manere he hym told 

As ^e han herde I can telle if no bettere 

And shewej) ^e kinge his seele and his letters 882 

And seide lord as 30 commannded me 

Vp peyn of depe so haue I done certeync 

This massagera tormented was til he 

Most* be-knowen and tellen plat* and pleyne 886 

fiErom nyghf to nyjt* in what* place he had leym 

And J»us by witte and subtil enqueringe 

Ymagened was by whom ^is harme can sprynga 889 

The honde was knowen ^af ))e letteie wrote 

And al J)e venyme of ))is cursed dede 

But* in what* wise certeynly I note 

^e effecte is ^is ]>at* Alia out* of drede 893 

his modere sclowe ))at* mony men pleynly rede 

That* for she tratour was to her legeaunce 

Thus ende^ old donegild with meschaunce 896 

The Sorowe fat* fis Alia ny3t and day 

Make]) for his wif* and for his child also 

Ther nys no tunge jjaf if telle may 

But* now wil I vnto distance goo 900 

That* flete]) in pe See in peyn and woo 

Y. jere and more as liked crzstes sonde 

£r ])at* her shippe approched vnto londe 903 

Tnder an hethen CasteH atte last* 

Of which fe name in my tixt* nojf I fynde [leaf »] 

Custance and eke pQ child pe see vp cast* 

Almyjty god Jat* saue]? al man kinde 907 

Haue on custawnce and her childe som mynde 

))at* fallen ia in hethen hand eft* sone 

In poynt* to spille as I shal telle jou sono 910 
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Downe &o fe CasteU com^ ]>ere mony a wi)f 

To gawen on ]»is ship and on custance 

But* shortely &om ]»e Castel on a ny3t* 

The loides steward god 3eae hjm meschaunce 914 

A iheef ]»af had reyned our creaunce 

Come into shipp aUone and seide he shuld 

Her lemman be where so she wold ornold 917 

Woo was pia wrecched womman ))oo bygone 

Her childe cried and she cried p/tously 

But* blisful mary halpe hurd rijf anond 

flfor wij) her strogelinge wel and myjtely 921 

pe theef fille ouer bord al sodeynly 

And in fe See he dreynt* for vengeance 

And ))us YiSLp crist* vnwenuned kepte custance 924 

foule lust* of luxurie lo J)ine ende ^^'^'^ "^ ?• l^ 

Not* only J)af J)OU fayntest* mannys mynde 

Buf verrely pon wilf his body shende 

pe ende of ))i «7erk or of ))i lustes blynde 928 

Is compleynyng* how mony one may men fynde 

pat noujt* for werk somtyme but* for ^entente 

To done pia synne bene eij^ei' slayn or shente 931 

How may pia weike womman han ))is strength 

Hire to defend ajeinst* pis Eenegat* 

Golyas vnmesurable of length 

How myjt* dauid make pe so mat 935 

So yonge and of armure so dcsolaf 

How durst* he loke vpon ))i dredful face peaf 99, bMic] 

Wel may men seen it* was but* goddes grace 938 

Who jaf* ludith corage or hardynesse 

To scleen hym Olesphemus in his tent* 

And to delyuerc out* of wrecchednesse 

The puple of god I seye for pis entenf 942 
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That^ li^t^ as god spirits and vigor sent;* 

To hem and saued hem out* of meschannce 

So senl^ he myjt* and vigor to Custaonce 945 

Vor]» gop fe shippe ]»orowe-oat;* pe narow mou]^ 

Of lubaltar and acepte diynjng aye 

Som tyme west* and somtyme nourj^e and Boupe 

And somtyme £ste ful mony a weiy daye 949 

Til Cnstes modere blessed be ^e aye 

h&p scapen )»oigh her endelees goodnesse 

To make an ende of al her hevynesse 952 

How lat* vs stynt* of distance but* a throwe 

And speke we of pe Bomayn Emperour 

^t* out* of Surry hsLp by letters knowe 

pe sclaughter of Cristen folk and dishonot^re 956 

Doon to his doubter by a fals tratour 

I mene ye Cursed wicked Sowdenesse 

That* at fe feest* lete scleen bo)) more and lesse 959 

Por which pe Emperotir h&p sent* anofi 

His Senatour vnp real ordynatince 

And o])er lordes god wote mony oil 

On Surriens to taken hie vengeaunce 963 

They brennen sleen and bringgen hem to mescha!ince . 

fEul mony a day but< shortely pis is ^nde 

Homword to Borne pei shapen hem to wende 966 

This senatour repaire]» with victorye 

To Bomeward saillinge ful Eially [i«inoo] 

And mette pe Shippe dryuyng* as Beip pe storye 

In which Custance sitte ful pitously 970 

No ping* ne knewe what* she was ne why 

She was in such aray . ne she nyl sey 

Of her astaaf pough pat* she shulde deye 973 
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H£ bringe)) her to Eome and to his wiff 

He jaue hurd and her jonge sone also 

And wij) pe Senatoure she lad her liff 

Thus can our lady bringen ouf of woo 977 

Wooful Cnstance and mony an oper moo 

And longe tyme dwelled she in pa,V place 

In holy werkes euer as was hire grace ;^80 

The SenatouY's wif her Aunte was 

But* for al ])at* she knewe her neuere pe more 

I wil no lenger tarien in pia cas 

Buf to kinge Alia which I spake of yore 984 

pSkV for his wiff wepej) and sighe]) sore 

I wil retome arul lete I wil Custance 

Ynder j)e Senatours gouemaz^nce 987 

Kynge AUa which j)at* had his modere sclayfi 

Vpon a day felle in such repentaunce 

pB.V if I shortely tellen shal and playn 

To Eome he commep to resceyuen his penance 991 

And putte him in j)e Popes ordinance 

In by and lowe and Ihesa crisf bysou3t* 

£for3eue his wicked werkes ])af he wrou3f 994 

The fame anon ])orowe Room toune is bom 

How Alia pQ king* shal commen in pilgnmage 

By herberiours J)at* wenten hym bifom 

fifor which pe Senatoure as was vsage 998 

Rode hym ajein and mony of his lynage 

As wel to shewen his hie magnificence Dmt loo, iwck] 

As to doon eny king* a Reuerence 1001 

Orete chere do)) fia noble Senatot/r 

To kinge Alia and he to hym also 

Euerech of hem doj) opere grete honour 

And so byfelle fat* in a day or twoo 1005 
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* 

This Senatour is to king< Alia goo / 

To feesf and shortely if I shal not* ly 

distance sone in his Companye 1008 

Somme men wold seyn atte lequesf of Custance 

This Senatour hap ladde pis child to fest* 

I may not tellen eueiy Circumstance 

Be as be may per was he atte leesf 1012 

But* sope is pis pat* at* his moders hest' 

Byfom alia duringe pe metes space 

The Childe stode loking* in pe kingges face 1015 

This AUa kinge hap of pe child gret* wonder 

And to pe Senatoure he seide anoon 

Whoos is pat* faire childe pat* stondep jonder* 

I noot* quod he by god and be seynt* lohii 1019 

A modere he hap but* fadere hap he noil 

pat* I of wote and shortly in a stounde 

He told Alia how pat* pis child was founde 1022 

But* god wote q7wd pis Senatot^r also 

So vertuous a lyuere in my liff 

Ne segh I neuere as she ne herd of mo 

Of worldly wommen / mayde ne wiff 1026 

I dar wel seide she had leuer* a knyfif 

porowe-out* her brest* pan bene a wowman wicke 

per is no man coupe bringe bird to pat* prikke 1029 

How was pis Childe as like vnto custance 

As possible is a creature to be [leaf loij 

This Alia hap pe face in remembrafice 

Of Dame Custance and peron mused ho 1033 

If pat* pe childes modere were oujt* she 

pat* is his wif and pr/ucly he sijt* 

And spedde hym fro pe table pat* he my3t* 103G 
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PerflBiy lie J^oujt* pe fan torn is in myn hede 

I oujt* demen of skilful luggemenf 

That* in pQ salf se mj wif is dede 

And afterward lie made his aignment* 1040 

What wote I 3if' )»af crisf ha)) hidei' sent* 

My wiff by see as wel as he hei' sent* 

To my cuntre from ]»ennes as she was went* 1043 

And afteie anoon home wip fe Senatourd 

Go]» alia forto see fia wondei' chance 

This Senatour do]» Alia giete honours 

And hastifly he sent* aftere Custance 1047 

But* truste)) wel her lust* noujf to dance 

Whan ))at* she wist* wherfor was ))at* sonde 

YnneJ^es on her fete she my^t* stonde 1050 

Whan Alia segH his wif faiie he her grette 

And wepte if was reu])e forto see 

ffor atte first* loke he on hir sette 

He knewe wel verrely ]»af if was she 1054 

And for sorowe as dombe stant as a tre 

So was herf shette in her distresse 

Whan she remembred his vnkindenesse 1057 

Twise she swowne)) in his owne si^f 

He wepte and him excuse)) pitously 

Nowo god quod he and his halowes bri^f 

So wisly on my soule haue mercy 1061 

))af of 30ure harme as giltelees am I 

As is Maurice Mi sone so lik joure face [iMfioi.bMk] 

Ellis pe feend me fecche ouf of J)is place 1064 

Longe was fQ sobbyng* and pe bitter peyne 

Er ))af her wooful hertes myjten cese 

Grete was pe pite forto here hem pleyne 

))0Tgli whichtf pleyntes gan her woo encrees 1068 
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I prei 30a aH my labour to relees 

I may not;* iellen her woo yntil to moiowe 

I am 80 weiy to speke of her sorowe 1071 

But^ fymaly whan ]»af fe aoye is wist* 

That^ Alia giltlees was of her woo 

I trowe an C. tymes ben fei kist* 

And suche a blisse is per ytwix hem twoo 1075 

^at^ saue fe loie ))at* leste)) euermoo 

yes is non like ))at* eny creature 

ILsLp seyne or shal while pe world may dure 1078 

Iho preied she her husbond mekely 

In relief of her longe pitous pyne 

^t* he wolde prei hura fadere specialy 

pski? of his maieste he wold enclyne 1082 

To Youche sauf wtt^ him som day to dyne 

She preied him eke he shulde by no way 

vnto her fader no word of hire say 1085 

Somme men wold seyn how pai? pe childe Maurice 

Do)) piB massage vnto pe Emperour 

But* as I gesse alia was not* so nyce 

To him ))af was of so souereyn honour 1089 

As he ^t* is of cristen folk* pe floui' 

Sent* eny childe but* it is bette to deme 

He went* him self and so it* may wel seme 1092 

This Emperour ha]) graunted gentilly 

To come to dyner as he hym bysoi^t* petf im] 

And wel rede I he loked bisily 

Ypon pia child and on his doubter ]»0U3t^ 1096 

Alia go)) to his Inne and as hym ou^t* 

Arnded for piB feest* in euery wise 

As ferfor)) as his conyng* may suffice 1099 
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The morowe come and Alia can hjm dresse 

And eke his wif f is emperour forto mete 

And for]) pei ride in loie and in gladnesse 

And whan she segh her fadere in ))e strete 1 103 

She li3f a-doune and fallep hjm to fete 

fifadere quod she joure jonge child Custance 

Is nowe fol clene oaf of joure remembrance 1106 

I am jouTd donjtere Custance quod she 

pa,V whilom ^e sent* ynto Sunay 

It* am I fadere ])at* in pe salt see 

Was putte allone and dampned forto dye 1110 

Good fader now I yow mercye crye 

Send me no more ynto noon he^nes 

Buf ))onke my lord here of his kindenes 1113 

Who can pe pitous loye tellen alle 

Bitwixe hem J)re sij) j)ei "ben ])us ymotte 

But* of my tale make an ende I shal 

The day go]> fast* I wil no lenger lette 1117 

This glad folk to dyner ])ei hem sette 

In loye and blisse at* mete I laf hem dwelle 

A ]}ousan() fold wel more pan 1 can telle 1120 

This child Maurice was si])en Emperot/r 

Made by pe pope and lyued cristenly 

To cristes churche he did grete honour 

But* I lat* al ))is story passen by 1124 

Of Custance is my tale specialy 

In olde romayn Gestes may men fynde n«af iot,i»ek] 

Mawrices lif I here it* not* in mynde Iss 

This king* Alia whan he his tyme say 

Wi]) Custance his holy wif so swete 

To Engelond ben f ei come pe rijt* way 

Wher as Jei lyve in loie and in quiete 1131 
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But* Uiel while if lasiep I 30U hete 

loie of f is world for tyme wil not* abide 

f£rom day to ny3t* if chaungej) as pe fyde 1134 



Who lyaed euere in suche delite a dAy tia«« mu, p. im.] 

))af ne meued ei]>er conscience 

Or Ire or talenf or somkyn affray 

Enyie or pride, or passioil or offence 1138 

I ne seie buf for j>ia ende pla sentence 

])af litel while in loye or in plesaunce 

Laste)) j>Q blisse of alia Ynp Custaunce 1141 

For dej) ])af take)) of high and lough his rente 

Whan passed was a 3eer enene as I gesse 

Oaf of ])is world pia kinge alia he hente 

ffor whoom Custance ha)) fill grete hevynesse 1145 

Now laf YS preiengod his saule blisse 

And Dame Custance fynally to seye 

Toward fe towne of Eome go)) her weye 1148 

TO Borne is come pla holy creature 

And fynde)) her frende hool and sound 

Now is she scaped all hure auenture 

And whan she her fadere ha|> yfounde 1162 

Doune on her knees faUc]) she to grounde 

Weping* for tendemesse in herf blith 

She herie]) God an C. thousand si])e 1155 

In yertue and holy Almesdede 

pei lyuen aH and neuere a sondrie wende paaf los] 

Til de]) departe hem ])is lif ))ei lede 

And fare)) now wel my tale is af an ende 1159 

Now Ihe^u crisf faf of his myjf may sende 

loye after woo goueme vs iw his grace 

And kepe vs aH ))af be£l in ))is place 1162 

V Here ende)) }e tale of pe man of lawe 

[2%6 Squire* 8 Prologue foUotos in the 3f/S.] 
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And hero byffynne> fie prologe of pe sqwiore \p 


r™/l(OJ 


/~\urB hooaf vpon his atiropes stood anofl n H 
^— ' And aeide good meu herkene]) euerjchofl 


pnlW 




This was a frifty tale for >e noncB 




Sire parissh preest quod he for goddea bonya 


1166 


Telle V8 a tale as was fi forwai-d yore 




I S8 wele pat^ je leerned men in lore 




Can moclie good by goddes dignyte 




]« Parsons hyir. answered benedicite 


1170 


Whaf eilef fe man ao eynfully to awere 




Oure hoosf answewl lankyn be je fere 




I smelle a lollarc! in J>e wynde quod he 




Howe good men quod oar booaf herkne(i me 


117* 


Ahidef for goddia digne passioQ 




ffor we shal haue a predicacion 




Jiia lollard here wil prechen va somwbaf 




Nay by my fader' aoule fat ahal ho nnP 


1178 


Seide Jre Sqwier liere shal he nat preche 




He ahal no goapel gloaen here ne teche 




He lenef al in fe grete god he 




He wolde aowen som diHiculte 


1182 


Or apringeH Cokel in oure dene corn 




And >erforo hooaf I wame fe bjfom 




Mi loly body ahal a tola teUe 




And I abal Clynken jou so mery a lielle 


1186 


)}af I ahal waken al )iia conipanye 








He Fhialyaa ne teermes queynt^ of lawe 




^r is buf litel latyn in my mawe 


1190 


[The Squire's Tale follows in flu MS.'\ 
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IF The Sqwiers Tale . [ken<w»r^ 

[leaf 10;;, back] 

And here by- 
gynnejy ye Sqwiers tale. / 

t^ Sanay in pe land of Tartarye IF ffabnla Armigm 
fer dwelt* a kyng* fat* worried Russyo 
fOTgYi whicfe fer deyed mony a diighty man 

l^is noble king* was cleped Camhynskan 1 2 

Which in his tyme was of so rrreio reno?m 

l^at |»er nas nowhere in no regio?/n 

So Excellenf a lord in al fingo 

Hym lackeil noujt* fat* longe<l to a kynge 16 

As of fe sectc of whicli fat* he was born 

He kcpte his lay to which J7at* he was swf^rn 

And ferto he was hardy wise a7id riche 

And pitous and lust* alway ylich 20 

SooJ) of his worde benygne and lionurable 

Of his corago as ony centre stable ^ cent}f<m orouii 

jong* fresshe and stronge in Armes desirous 

As any bachilere in al liis houR 24 

A faire persona ho was and fortunat* 

And kept* alway so wcl rial astat* 

fat* far nas nawhere such a noper man 

This noble kinge fis tiirtre Camhynskan 28 

had two soncs on Eltheta his wifT 

Of which fa eldest* higlit* Algarsiff 

fat* ofar was cleped Camballo 

A doughtere had fis worf i kinge also 32 

fat jnngest* was and hi^t* Canaco 

I^ut^ forto telle jou al her boute 

It* life not^ in my tunge ne in my co//nynge 

I dar not* vndertake so bye a f inge 36 
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Myn engelissli eke is insufficient* 

If most bene a ritthei^ excellent* 

Jat* kou]>e his colours longyng* for fat* arte 

If he shuld here discryve eny part* 40 

I am noon suche I most speke as I can 

And so byfelle J>at* J>is Cambynskan 

Hath xx" wyntere bomTiis diademe [leafioi] 

As he was wonte fro ^ere to 3ere I denie 44 

He lete ]>e feest* of his natiuite 

Done Crien ]>orgh Sarray his Cite 

Je last* Idus of March aftei^ ]?e 3ere 

Phebus f e sonno ful lolyf was and clere 48 

£for he was nye his exaltaciofi 

In Martes face and in his mancion 

In Aries fe Colerik f e bote signo 

fful lusty was fe weder* aiid benigne 52 

ffor which f e fowles a3ein8t* fe son?ie sliene 

^Vhat* for the seson and J)e jonge greno 

fful loude songe hii' affeccions 

Hem semed ban geten hem protecciofls 56 

A3ein8t* J)e swerd of wynter kene and colil 

This Cambynskan of which I bane 30U told? 

In Rial vestement* sitte vpon his des 

Wif dia[de]me ful high in his paleys GO 

And halt* his feest* so solcmpne and so ricbe 

Jjat* in fis world! ne was fer noii it liche 

Of which if I sal telle al f e araye 

Than wold it* occupie a somers daye G4 

And eke it* nedef nat* to devise 

And euery cours J>e ordei^ of her* seruise 

I wil not* telle of her strange sewes 

No of her swannes ne her heron-sewes G8 

Eke in ))at* londe as tellcn kny3tes olde 

There is som mete J>at* is for deynte holde 

That* in ]>is londe men reecho but* smali 

J)er nys no man fat* may roporten att 72 
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I wil not* tary jou for it is pry me 

And for it* is no frute buf losse of tyme 

Vnto my furst* I wil liauo my recours 

And so byfeH faf after fe fred rocours 76 

Whil ]>af ]>is kinge sitto J^us in his nobleyo 

Herkenyng* his menstralles her ))ingges pleye 

Byfom him af fe boord delieiously peaf loi, bai-kj 

Inne atte halle door so sodeynly 80 

Ther come a knyghf vpon a stcdc of bras 

And in his honde a brood myrour of glas 

Vpon his ))ombe he had of g<iMl a rynge 

And by his side a naked swcnl liangynge 84 

And vp he ridef to )>e heigh boon? 

In al )»e halle ne was fer spoke no wore? 

ffor merveile of fis knyglit* hym to biholde 

iful bisily fei wayten 3onge and olde 88 

This stronge knyghf J?af come fus sodeynly 

Al armed sane his hcde ful richely 

Saluod pe king* pc quenc and lordos alle 

By ordcre as pei seten in fe linlle 92 

Wif so high reuerence and olwjysance 

As wel in speche as in his rountcnanco 

jMif Gawayne wif his olde cin-ta,sio 

|k)U}0 he come ageyn out* of ll'aryc 96 

Ne coude him nou3t* amende with no woitH 

And after |)is bifore J^e higlu' b<ivdf 

He wif a manly vois saido liis massage 

After fo fonne vsed in his langage 100 

With-out* vice of Billable or of lertrc 

And for his tale shuld^ seme fe bettor'? 

Accordant* to his wordes was liis chere 

As teche|) arte of speche hem put it lerc 104 

Al be it* }»at* I can not* sowne his styele 

Ne can not* clymbcn ouer so hi3e a styolo 

^it* say I ]>is ))at* as to comuno entente 

Thus moche amounto)) al ))at* ouerc he ment* lOS 
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If if so be Jat* I haue it* in my mynde 

He seide J)e kynge of Arabye and of ynde 

My liege lord! on J>is solempne day 

Salwe|) 30U as he best* can and may 112 

And seende)) 30 we in honur' of ^our feste 

By me p&i? am redy al at* ^oure heeste 

This stede of bras fat* esily & weH Deaf i05j 

Can in a space of a day naturei 116 

Tliis is to saye in four and twentl^ lioures pMSxruu.] 

AVTier so 30U lust* in drou3t* or in shoa/'es 

Beren ^oure body in to euery place 

To whicfi 3oure hertes wilnef forto pace 120 

WiJ?-oute wemme of 30U J>orow foule or fare 

Or if 30W list* to flee as hie in fe Eire 

As do]> an £^le whan him list* to sore 

This same stede shal here 30U euermore 124 

WiJ>-outen harme til 3e be where 30U list* 

J>ow })at* je sclepen on his bak* or rest* 

And tume a3ein wij) wrifing* of a pynne 

He J>at* it* wrou3f cowde ful mony a gynne 128 

He waited mony a constellacion 

Or he had doo J?is operacion 

And knewe ful mony a seal and mony a bonde 

This myroure eke fat* I haue in myn honde 132 

Haf suche a my3t* fat* men may in it see 

whan f er shal fallen eny aduersite 

Vnto 30U1' regne or vnto 30«r self also 

And openly who is 30ure freendf or ffoo / 136 

And ouer al f is if eny lady bri3t* 

Haf sette her hert* in eny maner wi3f 

If he be fals she shal his tresofl see 

His newe loues and al his subtilite 140 

So openly fat* f er shal no f ing« hide 

wherfore ageyn f is lusty somers tyde 

This myrour and f is lyng* fat* 3e may see 

He haf sent* to my lady Canacee 144 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Petworth MS. 

30ure excellent* dou^tore ]>af is hero 

fe vertue of f ia rynge if 30 wil here 

Is Jris f ^af if her list* if forto were 

Vpon her thcmbe or in lier purs it here 148 

fer nys no fowle ^af fleej? vnder ]>• heuene 

^at* he ne shal vnderstondf his steuene 

And knowe his menyng* openly and pleyne [leaf iw, i»tk] 

And answere him in his langage ageyne 152 

And euery gras ))af growe]) yikhi ruto 

She shal wel knowe and whome it wil do bote 

And be his wound es neuere so depe and wide/ 

This naked swerd ))at* honge]? by my side 156 

Such vertue hap ]>at* whaf man so 3c smyte 

jK)rowo-out* his armure it* wil kerue and bite 

were if as thikke as is a braunched oke 

And whaf man paV is wounded w/t/t pQ stroke IGO 

Shal neuere be hool til ]?at 30U lisf of g>'ace 

To stroke him wiiJi pa plaf in ))ilk place 

Ther he is hirf ))i8 is as moclie to seyil 

36 mote wiiJi pe plaf swcnle a^eyfi 1G4 

Stroke hym in the wouude and if wil close 

This is a verrcy sofc wif -outon glose 

If faillejy nou3f pe wliilis if is in 3or/r holdc 

And whan ^is kny3f ha)) J^us ])is tale tuMu 1G8 

He ride|) ouf of ])c halle and doun he li3f 

His stede which paV shoon as 8on//e bri3f 

Stanf in pQ courtc stillc as eny stoon 

This knyghf is to liis chambre lad anoon 172 

And is vnarmed and to pa mete I-sette 

pe presentes bene ful richely fette 

This is to seyn pe swenl and pe Mirro/^y 

And born anoon vnto pe liie toure 1 7G 

Wif certeyn officers yordeyned ferfore 

And vnto Canacce pe ryng< is bore 

Solempnely ^r she sitte atte p" table 

Buf sikerly wi^ute eny fable 180 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Petworth MS. 

ffe hors of hras faf may not* be remewed 

It* slant* as it* were to fe grounde yglwed / 

J>er may no man out* of fe place it* drive 

ffor noon engyn of wyndas or polyve 184 

And cause whi for fei can not* fe craft* 

And ])erfore in pe place pei han it laff 

Tyl fat* J)e knyjt* haj) taujt* hem fe manere o^ loe] 

To voyden him as ^e shal after here 188 

Crete was ]te prees ])af swarmed to and froo 

To Gowren on f is hors fat* stondej) soo / 

ffor it* so hegti was . and so brode and long^ 

So wel proporciond forto be stronge 192 

Rijf as it* were a stede of lumbardye 

Ther-wiJ) so horsly and so quyko of eye 

As it* a ge[n]til poyleis coursere were 

ffor Certes from his tale vnto lus ere 196 

Nature ne art* ne koude hym nou3t* mende 

In no degre as al ))e puple wende 

But* euer-more hir^ most* wonder was / 

Howe fat* it* cowde gon and was of bras 200 

It* was of fayre as pe puple semed 

Dyuers folk dyuersly han demed 

As mony hedes as mony wittcs per bene 

fei Mormured as don a swarmc of been 204 

And mede skilles after her fantasies 

Eehersinge of pe olde poetries ir-*- equus psdasdoa. 

And seide if was lik" pe Pegaseo 

fe hors fat* had wenges forto flo 208 

Or ellis it* was pe Gr[e]kes hors Synon 

That* broujt* Troy to destructiofi 

As men in fise olde Geestes rede 

Myne hert* quod oon is ejia^e more in drede 212 

I trowe somme men of armes bene fer-Inne 

That* shapen hem f is Cite forto wynne 

It* were rijt* good fat* al such f ing« were knowe 

Anofer rowned to his felawe lowe 21 G 
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And seido he lief for it is rafer like 

An apparence ymade by som magike 

As logelonrs pleyen af fise feestes grote 

Of sondry policies pus pei langle and trete 220 

As lewde pnple dcmcn comonly 

Of ])ingges J)af bene made subtiJy 

Than pei can in her lewdencsse comprchende [i«af loe, back] 

fei demon gladly to J)e badder ende 224 

An somTTie of hem wondren on fe myroitr 

ya^ bom was vp vnto fe maister tour^ 

How men my^f in hit* suche J)ingges see 

AnoJ)er answerd and seido if myjf wel be 228 

KaturcUi by composicions 

Of Angeles and of scley reflexions 

And seide )>at* in rome was such oon 

])ei speke of Alocen and Yitiliofi 232 

And of Aristote fat* writ in her lyues 

Of queynt* Mirours and of prospcctyues 

As knowen fei fat* ban her bukes horde 

And ofer folk ban wondred on fe swerde 236 

Jwit* wold perce f ourgh euery finge 

And fille in speche of Thelophus fo kinge 

And of Achilles for his i^uoint^ spore 

ffor he kouf e wif it* bof hole and dere 240 

Rijf in such wise as men may vriVi J?e swerde 

Of which rijt* no wo 30 ban 3oui'e seluon horde 

fe[i] speken of sondry hardyng of MotaH 

And speken of medecyncs J>er-wiJ?-aH 244 

And howe ajid whan if shuld harded bo 

which is vnknowe algate vnto me 

^ Tho speke J>ei of Oanaces rynge 

And seidon aH faf such a wondere finge 248 

Of craff of ryngges had fei neuerc non 

Sane f af he Moyses and kyng* Salomon 

Had a nano of Conyng* in swich arte 

Thus seyn fe puple and drawcn hew a parte 252 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. Petwortli US. 

But* na])elees Bomnie scide ^at* it was 

wonder to maken of feeme Asshen glas 

And ^if is glas not* like asshen of feeme 

But* for fei han knowen if so ^eme 256 

Therfore Ceaep her langelinge and her wondei* 

As sore woTidren some on cause of ]K)ndere 

On ebbe on flood on gossomer and on myst* ci«if i«n 

And al ping to fe cause is wist* 260 

Thus langelen pei and demen and devise 

Til p&V pe kinge can from his bord arise 

Phebus ha]) laft* pe angle Meredyonal 

And ^it* ascending* was pe beest* Eoyal 264 

pe gentil leon wi]) his Aldrean 

Whan ))at* pia tartre kinge Cambynskan 

Roos from his boord ])er as he satte fill hie 

Byfome him goJ> pe lowde Mynstralcye 268 

Til he come to his Chambre of paramentys 

Ther as J)ei sownen dyuers Instrumentys 

That* is like an heuene forto here 

Now daunsen lusty venus children dere 272 

fibr in pe fi&ssh hir' lady satte ful hie 

And loke]) on hem wij? a frendly ye 

This noble kinge is sette vpon his trone 

pia straunge knyght* is fette to hym fill sono 276 

And on the Daunce he go]) wi)) Canace 

Here is pe reuel and pe lolite 

))at* is not* able a dulle man to deuyse 

He most* han knowe loue and his seruyse 280 

And be a fccstlich man as firessh as may 

That* shulden 30U deuysen swich array 

Who couJ)e tellen jou J>e forme of daunces 

So vncoufe and such fressh countynawnces / 284 

Such Subtile lokingges and dyssymulynges 

fibr drede of lalowsie mennys app^ceyuynges 

No man but* launcelett* and he is dede 

perfoT I passe ouer of al ])is lustihede 288 
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GROUP F. § 8. squire's tale. Petworth MS. 

I say no more but* in ]}is lolynesse 

I lete hem to men to soper hem dresse 

]>e Stewarc} bit* spices forto hie 

And eke the wyne in al fis meloilye 292 

fe Yssheis and fe sqwiers ben ygoft 

fe Spices and pe wyne is come anun 

Thei ete and drinke and whan )>is had an cnde [leaf 107, ikj 

Vnto J>e temple as roson was fei wendo 21)0 

IT The servise done / fei souj-en al by day 

whatt* nede]) 30U rehcrscn her array 

Eche man wote wel pat* at* a kingj^cfl feest* 

Ha J) plento to pe mest* and to J>e leest* COO 

And deyntees moo ))an bo in my knowingo 

And aftere sopere go]> ]>is noble kynge 

To seno pis hors of bras w?t//. al a route 

Of lordes and ladys hym abouto 304 

Such wondring* was J>er on Jjia hors of bras 

pat* si])en fe grete sege of Troye was 

per as men wondren on an hors also 

No was |Kjr such a wondering* as was J>oo 308 

By fynaly ]>e kinge axep J>e kny3t* 

J)e vertue of pe Coursere and J>o my^t* 

And preide hym to telle his gou^mailce 

]>e hors anon gan forto trippc and dafico 312 

whan pat* pis knyghf leide bond vpon his reyue 

And scide Sir' per is to more to scyno 

but whan pe list to ride owhere 

je moot* trille a pynne stonde in his ere 316 

which I shal telle 30U bytwene vs twoo 

je mote nempne hym to what* place also 

Or to what* cuntre pat* 30U list* to ride ./ 

And whan 30 come pere as 30U list* to abide 320 

Bidde hym descende and trille anop^re pynno 

ifor per-Inno lith peffecte of al pat* gynne 

And [he] wol doune descende and don^ 3oure willc 

And in pat* place he wille abide stille 324 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tal£. Petworth MS. 

foiigfi al the worldf had fe contrary sworo 

He shal not* fennys by throwe ne ybore 

Or if J?ou list* bidde hym fennes goon 

Trille J>is pynne and he wil vanyBsh anon 328 

Out* of J)e sijt* of euery maner wi3t* 

And come a3ein be it* day or nyghf 

whan J>at* 30U list* to clepen hym ageyn pear los] 

In swich a gise as I shal to 30U seyn / 332 

By-twixen jou and me and J?af ful sone 

Ride whan jou list* J?er is no more to done 

IF Enformed whan J>e kyng* was of fe kny3f 

And haf conceyued in his witt* ari3f 336 

The manere and pe forme of al )>is )>inge 

fful glad and blife J?e noble dou3ty kyngo 

Repeyring* to his reuel as byforfi 

fe bridel is into ))e toure born 340 

And kepte amonge his Iwels leef and derc 

J)e hors vanysshed I note in what* manere 

Out* of her si3f 3e gete no more of mee 

But* ]>us I lete in lust* and lolite 344 

This Cambynskan is lordes feestinge 

Til wel nygh fe day bygan to springe 

% Explicit*, prima pars./ 

f The Stag* of an hert* 

The norice of digestion is sclepe 
Gan on hem wynke and bad hem take kepe 348 
])at* moch mete and labour wil haue rest* 
And wif a galping* moupe hem albycasf 
And scide ]>at* it* was tyme to lye adoune 
ffor blood was in his domynacioun 352 

Cheresshe]) blood natures frende quod he 
pei ponken hym galping* by two or fre 
And euery wight* gan drowen hy?M to liis rest* 
As sclepe hem bad pei toke it* for pe best* 356 
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GROUP F. § 2. squire's tale. PetworUi MS. 

Her dremes mow not* be tolde for me 

fful were her hedes of ffumosite 

])at* causct* dreem of whicti per is no charge 

fei sclepen til it was pryme largo 360 

fe moste parte but* if were Canacee 

She was ful mesurable as wo7nmen be 

ffor of her fadere had she take her leue 

To goo to rest* sone after it was £ue 364 

Her list* not* appalled forto be [le^ i«. back] 

ffor on pe morowe ynfeestlich forto see 

And sclopte hure first* sclcpe and awoke 

ffor such a loie she in her herta toko 368 

BoJ) of her queynt* rynge and of her myrowr 

^t* XX** tyme she chaungcd her colo?/r 

And in her sclcpe rijt* for impression 

Of her myrour she had a vision 372 

wherfore er J)at* J?e sonuo vp gan glide 

She cleped vpon her maistresse here beside 

And seide )>at* hii' list* forto arise 

])ise olde wommen ])at* bene gladly wise 376 

As is her maistresse answerdf hir' an5n 

And seide Madame whidere woldf 30 gun 

fjiB erly for folke bene al in rest* 

I wil quod she arise for me lest* 380 

No longer slepen but* walken aboute 

Her Maistresse clepe]) wo^nmen a grt'te route 

And vp yei risen wel . ten or twelue 

VpriseJ) fresshe Canace her selue 384 

As roddy and brijf as ]>ei pe 3ouge sonno 

]wif in fe Eam is ten degrees vp ronno 

Koon hier was he whan she redy was 

And for]) she walked esily a pas 388 

Arraied aftcre pe lusty seson sote 

lijtly forto prey and walk on fote 

Nat* but* .V. or .vj. of her maync 

And in a trenchc for in pe piirk/ goo]> she 302 
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GROUP F. § 2. SQUiR£'s TALE. Petwoith MS. 

Tho vapour which faf fro J)o erthe glodo 

Make]) ]>e sonne to seme rody and brodo 

But* iia])elee8 it was so faire a si}t* 

J)af it* made aH her heites forto Ii3t* 396 

What* for fe seson and J?e mowrnyngo 

And for fe fowles )>af she herde synge 

ffor ri3t* anoon she wist what ))ei ment* 

Ili3t* by her songe and knewe al her cntent* 400 

IF The knotte whi ]>at* euery tale is told peaf looj 

jif it* be taried til lusf be cold 

Of hem )>at* han it* herkeued after' 3ore 

pe Sauour passe]? euer lenger )>e more 404 

ffor ffulsomnesse of prolixite 

And by ])is same reson )>enke]) me 

I shuld vnto ^ knotte condescende 

And maken of her walkings sone an endc 408 

IF Amydde a tree for-drye as white as chalke 

As Canacee was plaiyng* in her walke 

fer satte a fawcofl ouer her hede ful hie 

])at* wi]7 a pitous vois so gan to crie 412 

{lat* alle in ]>e wode resed of her crie 

And beten had her self so pitously 

WiJ) bothe lier wenges to fe rede blode 

Eanne endelonge )7e tre ]>er as she stode 416 

And euer in oon she cried alway and shright* 

And vrif her beke her selucn so she pi3t* 

fat* J)er ne was Tigre ne cruel beest* 

fat* dwellef eifer in wode or in forest* 420 

])at* ne wold haue wepte if ])at* she wepe cou])o 

ffor sorowe of hii' she shright* alway so lou]>e 

ffor ])er nas neuere jit* man on lyuo 

If fat* I coude a fawcon wel discryve 424 

fat* herd of such anofer of faimesse 

As wel of plummage as of gentilnesse 

Of shappe of al fat* my^t* rekned be 

A ffawcon peregryne fan semed she . 428 
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Of frcmde londe and eueremore as she stode 

She swowned nowe and nowe for lakke of blood? 

Til wel nygfi is she fallen fro fe tro 

This faire kyngges doughtci-' Jjis Canace 432 

faf on her fynger here fe queynt^ rynge 

)K>igh which she \mderstode wel euery finge 

fat* eny foule may in his ledne seyne 

And coude answere him in his ledno ageyne 436 

Ha]) vnderstonde ]>at* ]>is fawcon seidc [leaf loo. uirkj 

And wel nygh for j^e rou])e almesf she deide 

And to pe tree she go]) ful hastely 

And on j>is faucon loke)) ful pitously 4^0 

And helde her lappe abrood for wel she wist* 

])o fancon most* falle from pe twist* 

Whan f&V if swouned noxf for lacke of blodo 

A longe while to waite her she stodo 4-14 

Til atte last* she spake in ])is manere 

Ynto )>e hawke as ^e shal after here 

IF What* is J)e cause if it* be forto telle 

^t* 36 bene in pis furial pcyn of hello 448 

Quod Canacee vnto pis hawke aboue 

Is pis for sorowe of deth or losse of loue 

ffor as I trowe )>i8e bene causes two 

pan causon most* a gentil hert* woo / 4 5 2 

Of other harme it* nedep not* to speko 

ffor fi joure self vpon youre self jou wreke 

Whicfi fat* proueth wel fat* eifero ire or drudo 

Mote bene encheson of 30ure cruel dede 45G 

Si]> ps,if I see noon o]>er wi3t* 30U chace 

ffor loue of god so do)> 3o?ir self grace 

Or what* may be 30ure helpe for west* nor estc 

Ne seghe I neuere er nowe ne brid nu bcste 400 

pa,if ferdo viip him self so pitously 

JO sclee me vrip joure sorowe verreyly 

I liaue of 30a so grete compassiozin 

ffor goddes loue come fro ))e tree adoun 4G4 
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And as I am a kingges doujthtei^ trewe 

If fat* I verrely pe causes knewe 

Of joure di8[e]se if if lay in my mj'^f 

I wold amende if er J?af it were ny3f 468 

As wisly helpe me grete god of kindo 

And Erbes shal 1 li^if ynow fynde 

To hele wif joure hirtes hastely 

J)oo shrighf J>is fawcon ^if more pitously 472 

]>an euere she did and fille to grounde anon [kafiio] 

And litli a swowne dede as is ))e ston 

Til Canacee hajj in hure lappe her take 

Vnto J)at* tymo she gan of swowne awake 476 

And after fat* she of swowne gan vpbreide 

Ili)f in hire hawkes Icodene fus she seide 

IF fat* pite rennef sone in gentil herte 

ffeling* his symilitude in peynes smerte 480 

Is proued alday as men may it see 

As wel be werk* as be auctorite 

ffor gentil hort* kepef gentillesse 

I se wele fat* ^e han on my distresse 484 

Compassion my faire Canacee 

Of verrey wowimanly benignyte 

That* nature in joure principles haf sette 

But* for noon hope forto fore f e bette 488 

But* forto obeye vnto ^oure hertc free 

And forto maken ofer be ware by me 

As by f e whelpe chastised is the ly5n 

Ri^t* for fat* cause and for fat* conclusion 492 

While fat* I haue a leiserc and a space 

Myn harme I wil confessen er I pace 

And euere while fat* she her sorowe told 

fat* ofer wepte as she to water wold 496 

Til fat* f e ffaucon bad hii^ to be stille 

And wif a sighe f us she seide hii^ tille 

Ther I was breddo alias fat* ilk daye 

And fostred in a roche of Merbel graye 500 
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So tenderly fat* no fing* eiled me 

I ne wist nof whaf wfis aduersite 

Til I coude flee ful hie vndere fe skie 

Tho dwelled a tercelef me fast by 504 

})af semed welle of al gentilnesse 

Al were he ful of treson and falsnesse 

It* is wrapped vnder humble chero 

And vndei^ hwe of troufe & in such mancre ./ 608 

Vndere plesaunce and vnder bisy peyne [lenf no, i»ckj 

J)af no wighf couj^e han wende he coudo feyne 

So depe in greyne he dyed his coloures / 

Bijt* as a serpent* hyd hym vnder flo2//'es 512 

Til he may se his tyme forto bite 

Kijf so J)is god of loue ypocrite 

Do]) so his serymonijs and obeysances 

And kepe]) in semblaunt* al his obserua^inccs / 516 

That* sowne)>e into gentilnesse of loue 

As in a tompe is al ])e faire aboue 

And vnder is J)e cours which as 30 wotc 

SucH was ])is ypocrite bo)> colde and bote 520 

And in )>is wise he scrued his entente 

])at* saue )^ fcende non wist* what* he mcnte 

Til he so longe had wepte and compleyncd 

And many a jeer his sunrise to hym feyned 524 

Til Jwit* myn hert* to pitous and to nyce 

Al Innocent* of his crowned malice 

ifor>ferde of his de)> as )>ou3t* mo 

Ypon his o)>es and his Suerto 528 

Grauntcd hym loue vpon j^is condicio?/n 

])at* euer moo myfi honuits and my reuoi/u 

Were saued boj) privey and apcrt* 

])i8 is to seyn )>at* after his dissert* 532 

I jaue hym al myn hert* and my f oujt* 

Grod woot* and he J)af oJ?er wise noujf 

And toke his hert* in chaunge of myn for ay 

But* so}) is seide go si])en mony a day 536 
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A trewe wight* and a feef thenke]> not* oon 

And wlian he sawe fo J>ing* so fer ygon 

J)at* I [had] graunted hjm full}' my loue 

In such a gise as I haue seide aboue 540 

An jeuen hym my trewe herf as free 

As he swore he 3af his hert* to me 

Anon J?is tigre ful of doublenesse 

ffil on his knees ynf so deuoute hamblesse 544 

WiJ) hye reuerence and as by his chere [k>af ui] 

So like a gentile louere of manere 

So rauisshed as it* semed for fe loye 

pat* neuere lason ne Paris of Troye 548 

lason certes ne noon opere man 

Si]) Lame)) was |)at* alpet furst* biganne 

To louen two as writen folk* to-fome 

Ne neuere sij? fe first* man was born 552 

Ne coude man by xx** fousand part* 

Countrefete J)e sophymes of his arte 

Ke were worfi to vnbocle his galoche 

pGT dowblenesse or faynyng* shuldf approche 556 

Ne so coufe fonke a wi3t* as he did me 

His manei'e was an heuene for to see 

Til eny wow man were she neuere his wys 

So peynted he and kembej) at* poynt* devis 560 

As wel his wordes as his countenaunce 

And I so loued hym for his obeysaunce 

And for J)e troufe I demed in his hert* 

J)at* if so were J)at' eny finge hym sraerte 564 

Al were it* neuere so lite and I it wist* 

Me fou^t* I felt* dej) at* myn hert^ twiste 

And shortely so ferforj) J)is finge wente 

])at* my wille ha]) liis willes Instrument* 568 

))is is to seyne my wille obeied his wille 

In al ]>inge as ferre as reson lille 

Kepinge f e boundes of my worship euere 

Ne neuere had I finge so leof ne Icuere 572 
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As hym f god wote ne.neucre shal no moo / 

piB last* lengor J^an a ^ere or twoo 

IF Thaf I Suppose of hym no pinff buf good 

Buf fynaly fus at* the ende it* stood 676 

)>at* fortune wold fat* he most* twynne 

Out* of fat* place which fat* I was Inne 

where me were woo it is no question 

I can not* make of it discripcion 580 

ffor oon f inge dar I telle boldcly [tear in, back] 

I knowe what* is f e peyne of def ]>erbj f 

Such harme I felt* for he no wi3t* by-leuo 

So on a day of me he toke his Icue 584 

So sorowefulli eke fat* I wcnde vcrrcly 

fat* he had feled as moche harme as I 

Whan fat* I herde hym spcke and segh his hwo 

But* luif elees I f oujt* he was so trewo 588 

And eke fat* he repeire shuld agayn/ 

Wif-Inne a litel while sof to sayu 

And reson wold eke fat* he most* goo 

ifor his honoure as oft happef soo 502 

p&if I made vcrtue of necessite 

And toke it wel sif fat* it* most be 

As I best* myght I hid fro hym my sorowe 

And toke hym by f e honde seint* lohn to borowe 596 

And seide f us loo I am 3oures aH 

Bef swich as I haue be to you and shal 

what* he answcrd it* nedef not reherce 

who can seyn bette fan he who can do wors 600 

whan he haf al wel seide fan haf ho don^ 

))erfore bihouef hym a ful longe spone 

fat shal eten with a feend f us herd I seyc 

So af fe last* he mote forf his wc3'o 604 

And forf he flcef til he come per hym list* 

whan it* come hym to pi^rpoos for to rist* 

IF I irowe he had f ilk* textc in myndo SS^S^ It? **** 

poUf al f inge repciryng* to his kingo 608 

17 petworth 233 (S-T. AOo) 



EUl 



Tt 



T T 



SIX-TEXT 49G 

GROUP P. § 2. sQuiRE^s TALE. Petworth MS. 

Glade]; liym self )>us seyn men as I gesse 

Men louen of propre kinde newfangilnesse 

As briddes doon faf men in cages fedo 

ifor ):eig!i J>on nyjf and day take of hywi hede G12 

And strawe her cage faire and soft as silk 

And ^eue hem sugre . bony . brede and mylk* 

Jif righf anoon as faf his door is vppe 

He wij? his feete wil spume doz^n his ciipi>o G16 

And to fe wode he wil and wormes etu [leaf iiaj 

So newfangle bene J?ei of her mete 

And louen nouelries of propre kinde 

No gentilnesse of blood may hew byndo 620 

So ferde fis tercelet* alias J?e day 

Thowe he were gentiH bom fressh and gay 

And goodly forto sene . humble and free 

He segh vpon a tyme a kite fle C24 

And sodeynly he loued J?is kite soo 

That* al his loue is clene fro me goo 

And haj? his trowfe falsed in Jis wise 

Thus haf J>e kite my loue in her seruyso G28 

And I am lorn w/t/i-outen remedye 

And wiJ) J)af worde fis fawcon gan to crie 

And swowned eft< in Canaces barme 

Crete was j^e sorowe for ]7at< haukes harme G32 

That* Canacee and alio her wommen made 

}?ei nysf howe Jjaf fei my3t« fe faucon glade 

But* Canace home here]) her in hii^ lappe 

And softely in plaasters gan hir wrappe G3G 

J>er as she vriih hire beek had hurt* her selue 

Nowe can nof Canace but* herbes delue 

Out* of the grounds and maken salues newe 

Of herbes precious and fyne of hewe 640 

To helen wiJ) J)e hauke from day to ny^f 

She doj) her bysynesse and al hei* my3f 

And by hire beddes hede she made a mewo 

And kcuored it* wi]) veluetes blcwe 644 
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In eigne of trou])c faf is in wo77imen sene 

And AH wi])-oute fe mwee is peinted grene 

In whiche were peynted aH fise fals foules 

As bene fise tydifs . tercelettes and owlcs 648 

Ri3f for J)e spite were peynted liem biside 

Pies on hem forto one and chide 

J)us lete I Canace her hauke kepinge 

I wil no more as nowe speke of her rynge 652 

Til it come eff to pwrpoos forto seyn Deaf 112, back] 

Howe ysiif ])is faucon gate her loue ageyfi 

Eepentaant* as pe story telle]) vs 

By mediacion of Camballus 656 

J>e kyngges sone of which I 30U tolde 

But* hens for]? I wil proccsse holde 

To speken of auentures and of batailles 

That* }it* was neuere herde so gretc merveiles 660 

flSrsf wil I telle 30U of Cambynskan 

That* in his tyme mony a Cite wan 

And aftere wil I speke of algarsif 

How fat* he wan Theodora to liis wiff 664 

ffor whan ful off in grete pcriH he was 

Ne had he bene holpen by fe hors of bras 

And aftere wil I speke of Camballo 

Jat* faught* in listes vnp fe breferen two 668 

ffor Canace er J)at* he my^t* hii"* wynno 

And fer I left* wil I ageyn bygynne 

▼»■ Apollo whirlej) vp his chare so hie 

••fc Til J)af fe god Mercurius hous J)c solie 672 

Explicit* secnnda pars i 

^ Here ende)> pe squyers tale 
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And here ^n i«of us, ha^i} 

byg]nme|7 ]>e prologe of ]>* me^-channte. 

T 

I n feij) Squier J)ow hast* fe wel yquytte 
JL And gentely I preise wel fi witte 
Quod fe merchaunt* consideryng* Jji joujjo 
So folingly fou spekesf sir* I J?e alou))e G7C 

As to my dome ))er is non J^at* is hepe 
Of Eloquence fat* shal be ))i pere 

[And if )iat ))ow lyue god ^if ))e goode chau;2ce [B«i«w M8 M] 
And in vertue sende the Contynaunce] 680 

ifor of |?i speche I haue gref deynte 
I haue a sone and by j^e trinite 
I had leuore pan xx" pounde worf lond 
J^ough if were rijf nowe fallen in my bond G84 

3e ere a man of such discrecioiL 
As ])at* ^e beft fy on possessiofl 
But* }if a man be uertuous w/t^al 

I haue my sone snybbed and ^if shal / 688 

ffor he to vertue listej? not* entende [loarua] 

But* forto pley atte dys and to dispende 
And lese al ))at* he ha)) is his vsage 

And he ha]? leuere talke wi]> a page 692 

))an to comune wif a gentile wi^f 
where he myjt* leme gentillesse arijf 
A strawe for ^oure gentilnesse quod our Hoosf 
Whaf Marchaunte parde Sir* wel )m)u woost* 696 

That* ech of 30U mote tellen at* )7e leesf 
A tale or twoo or breken his bihest* 
That* knowe I weH quod fe Merchaunto ccrteyfl 
I prey ^ou haue]) not* me in disdeync 700 
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}^u3e to pis man I speke a wori) or twoo 

Telle on pi tale wi]K)uten wordes moo / 

Gladly six' ooste quod he I wil obeye 

Vnto jour wille now herkene]> what* I seye 704 

I wil jou not* contrarye in no wise . 

Ab ferre as my wittes wil sufEse 

I prey to god pa,V if may plesen jou 

^an woof I wdo faf if is good ynowe 708 

^us ende)> pe prologe / 
[" pe Merclttkunies iale " foUoics in the MS, on left/ 1 1 3.] 
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And here by- 
gynne]) )>e H^rchonntes tale. [cnuqfut] 

Whilom pel was dwellinge in lumbardy IF The tale. 
A worfi knyjf )>at* bom was af Pavy 
In whicH he lyued in grete prospe^ite 
And sixty jere a wyuelees man was he 1248 

And folowed ay his bodely delite 
On woTTiman per as was his Appetite 
As doon ])ise fooles )iaf bene seculers 
And whan )>af he was past* sixty jeres 1252 

Were it* for holynesse or ellis for dotage 
I can not* seye buf snche a corage 
had ])is knyghf to be a wedded man 
That* day and nyght he do]) al ])at* he can 1256 

To aspie where he myjt* wedded be 
Preiynge our lord to graunt* hywi fat* he / 
Might* ones knowe l^at* blisful liff [leaf iis, back] 

fat* is bytwixe an husbonde and his wif 1260 

And for to lyuen vnder fat* holy band 
"Wif which god fursta man to womman bandf 
Noon of er lif seide he is worf a bene 
ffor wedloke is so esi and so cleue 1264 

Tliat* in f is world it* is a paradys 
Thus seif f is olde knyjt* fat* was so wis 
And certeynly as sof as god is kinge 
To take a wif it* is a glorious f inge 1268 

And namely whan a man is olde and hoorc 
fan is a wif f e frute of his tresore 
fan shuld he take a ^onge wif and a fair^ 
On which he my^t* engender him an aire 1272 

P£TWOKTU 238 (O-T. 443) 



SIX-TEXT 444 

GROUP R § 4. merchant's tale. Petworth MS. 

And lede his lif in loye and solace 

Wher as pe bacliilers synggen alas 

Whan fei fynde eny aduersite 

In loue which faf is buf childes vanite 127d 

And trewly if sitte wel to he soo 

That* bachilers han oft-e peyne atid woo 

On brutel grounde fei beelde brutelnesso 

fei fynde whan fei wene sikemesse 1280 

|)ei lyue but* as a bridde or a ])eesf 

In liberie and vnder nyce areesf 

}>er as a wedded man in his astatc 

Lyuef his lif blisful and ordynate 1284 

Vndere fe 30k* of mariage ybounde 

Wel may his herf in loye and blissc be foundc 

ifor who can be so buxom as a wif 

Who is so trewe and eke so tentiff 1288 

To kepe him seke and hole as is his make 

ffor wel ne woo she wil not* hy??i forsake 

She nys nof wery hym to loue (uid serue 

]>0U3e ])af he lye bedrede til lie sterue 1292 

And ^if som?^;^ clerkcs sein )}at* it* is not* soo 

Of which theofraste is oon of foo ./ 

What* foorce foujt* Thophrast* lustef lye [leaf 11 ij 

No take no wif qitod he for Imsbondrye 129(i 

As forte spare in hou8elioh¥ fi dispcnc-o 

A trewe seruawnte doj) more diligence 

Thi good to kepe fan fine owne wif 

ffor she wil cleyme half part* al her lif 1300 

And jif fat f ou be seke so god me sauc 

Thi verrey frendes or a trewe knaue 

Wil kepe fe bettor fan she fat* waitcf ay 

Aftere fi good and haf do mony a day 1304 

And if f ou take a wif ^ fat* to f e is vntrewe 

fful ofle tyme it* shal f e Kwe ^ [*"M ftjturiufis] 

This cntent* an hundred sifes wors 

writef fis man for god his ])ony8 curs 1308 
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Lut* take no kepe of al suclfe vanyte 
Dcfie Theofrasf and herkene)) me 
A wiff is goddys jiff verreyly 

Al o])er manere jifbes hardely 1312 

As londes . rentes pasture or comune 
Or mebles al bene jiftes of fortune 
]yaf passen as a shadowe on a waH 

But* drede it* noujf pleynly speke I shaft 1316 

A wiff wil lasf and in )nne hous endure 
"Wei more Jwtn f e list* perauenture 
Mariegge is a ful grete sacrament* 

Who ha)) no wiff I telle hym shent* 1320 

He lyue]) helplees and is al desolate 
I speke of folk* in seciilere astate 
And herken whi . I seie not* fis for noujt* 
fe womman is for niannes helpe ywroujf 1324 

])e highd god whan he had Adam maked 
And seghe him alone boly naked 
God of his grete goodnesse seide ^n / 
Lat* vd make an helpe vnto ])is man 1328 

Like to hym self and ))an he made Eue 
Here may jee see and hcrby may je preue 
faV ye wiff is mannys Comfort* [leaf 114, back] 

His Paradys terrestre and his disport* 1332 

60 buxom and so vertuous is she 
pei moste nedes lyue m vnite 
Oo flessh pei bene and two soules as I gesse 
Ha]> but* oon hert* in hele and in distresse 1336 

A wif a seynf Mary benedicite 
How myjt* a man han eny adu^rsite 
]}af ha]) a wiff certes I can not* seie 
J)e blisse fat* is ytwixe hem tweye 1340 

per may no tunge tellen or herf ))enk* 
If he be poor she helpe]) him to swynk* 
She kepe]) his good and waaste]) neuer a dele 
Al ))at* her husbond lust* she like]) wele 1344 
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She 8ei]> not* onys nay whan he seith 30 

Do]y pia sei]> he . al redy sir^ sei]) she 

blisful ordere of wedloke precious 

povL arte so mery and eke so vertuous 1348 

And so commended and so appreued eke 

J^af euery man pa,V halt* him wor]) a leko 

Ypon his hare knees au^t* al his lif 

Thanken his god ]yat* him ha]) sent* a wif 1352 

OypBT piei to god him for to sende 

A wiff to last* Tnto his Ijrues ende 

iTor pan his lif is sette in sikemesse 

He may not* be descejrued as I gcsse 135G 

So psii? he worche after his wyues rede 

pan may he boldely here vp his hede 

)H!i bene so trewe and also wys 

tfor whic& if fou wilt* worchen as f* wis 1360 

Do alway so as wommen wil pa rede 

Loo howe ^f lacob as ])ise clerkes rede 

By good counseil of his modern Eebekke 

Boonde pe kyddes skyn about* his nekke 1364 

fTor whic& his faders benyson he wan 

Loo ludith as pe storie telle can 

Be wise counsail she gmldes puple kepte [leaf 11 jj 

And sclowe hym Olophemes while he sclepte 1368 

Lo Abygail by counseille how she 

Saued her husbonde Nab^ whan ]>af he 

Shuld haue be sclayne and loke aster alsoo 

By good counsaile delyuered out* of woo 1372 

pe puple of god and made hym marclio 

Of assure enchaunccd forto be 

Ther is no ^inge in grete superlatif 

As sei^ seneke [above] an humble wif* 1376 

8a£Ere ]yi wifes tunge as CatoA bitte 

She shal commaunde and ])ou shalt* sufTi-e it* 

And }if she wil obeye of Curtesie 

A wif is kepor of ])ine husbondrye 1380 
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wele may fe seke man by-weile and wepe 

fer as f er nys no wif fe hous to kepe 

I warne fe jif wisly )k)u wirche 

Loue wel fi wif as crist louej) his chirche 1384 

If thou louest* fi self wel . pou louesf fi wif 

Ko man hate)> his flessh but* in his lif 

He fostreth if and ferfore bid I pe 

Cherisshe fi wif or fou shalf neudre the 1388 

Husbonde and >vif what* so men lape or pleyo 

Of worldly folk holde fe siker weye 

They bene so knytte fer may noon harme betide 

And namely vpon fe wives side 1392 

fTor which f is lanuarie of which I toldo 

Considered ha J) wif-in his daies olde 

Jje lusty lif fe vertuous quiete 

Jjaf is in manage hony swete 1396 

And for his frendes on a day he sent* 

To tellen hem the effecte of his entent* 

wi)> face sadde his tale he ha)) hem toldf 

He saide frendes I am hoor and olde 1400 

And almost* god wote vpon fe pittes briuko 

Vpon my soule somwhat* I most* fenke 

I haue my body folily dispended / Deaf us, book] 

Blessed be god it* shal be amended 1404 

ffor I wil bene certeyn a wedded man 

And ])at* anon in al ))e hast* I can 

Vnto some maide faire and tender of age 

I prey 30U shapef for my manage 1408 

Al sodeynly for I wil not abide 

And I wil foonden to aspic on my side 

To whoom I may be wedded hastely 

But* for as moche as ^e bene more fan I 1412 

5e shul rafer such a fiuge espien 

Jjan I and fer me lust* best* to alien 

But* of on fing* I wanie 30U my frendes dere 

I nyl noon olde wif haue in no manere 1416 
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She shal nof passe xvj ^ere in fayn 

Old fissh and ^onge flessb jwtf wil I haue ceriayfi 

Betf is ciuod he a p[i]ke ]>an a pikereH 

And bette ])an olde beef is fe tendet' veeU 1420 

I wil no womman of xxx" wyntei'' age 

If is buf bene strawe and grete forage 

And eke ])ise olde wyues god it wote 

yei konnen so moche craft* on wades bote 1424 

So mochel broke harme whan )>af hem lest* 

That* wi]) hem shuld I neuei' Ijruen in rest* 

ifor sondry scoles make]) subtile clerkes 

Womman of mony scoles . half a clerk es 1428 

But* certeyn a yonge fing* may man gyo 

Kijt* as men may warme wax wit/i handis plye 

Wherfore I seie ^ou pleynly in a clause 

I nyl non olde wif ban ri3f for fis cause 1 432 

fTor if so were I had some mcschaunce 

Jmt* [I] in hire ne cou])e haue no plesauiico 

]>an shuld I lede my lif in auenture 

And so streite to pe deuel sure 143G 

Ne children shuld I noon vpon hure goten 

5it* had me leuere ))at* houndes had me etcn 

Than ])at* myne Heritage shulde falle [leaf iio] 

In straunge honde and pus I telle ^o\i all 1440 

I dote not* . I not* ]>e cause whi 

Men shuld wedde and ferthermore wote I 

Ther speke)) mony a man of Mariage 

^af wote no more of it* pan do]y my page 1444 

ffor whiche causes men shuld take a wif* 

3if he may not* chaast bene his lif 

Take him a wif wi]) grete deuociofi 

Bycause of leefiil procreaciofi 1448 

Of children to pe honure of god aboue 

And nonjt* only for paramour ne for loue 

And for pei shulden lecchcrie eschcwo 

And 3oelde her dettcs while paip it* is newc 1452 
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Or for ))af ecbe man shuld helpe opeve 

lu meschief as sustere sbal to bro])6re 

And lyre in chastite ful heuenly 

But* sirs by ^oure lene ])af am not* I 1456 

ffor god by)}onke if . I dar make auat^nte 

I fele my lymmes sterke and snffisaunf 

To done al )>af a man bylonge)) to 

I wote my self best* what* I may do 14G0 

]>ou3 I be hoor I fare as do]) a tre 

fat blosmeth er fe fhite ywox[e] be 

]>at* blossmed tre h nei])er drie ne dede 

I fele no where boor but* on my hede 1464 

Myne herf and my ly wmes ben as greno 

As lauriel is foTgh ye ^ere to sene 

And sythen ^e ban ber($ al myn eutent* 

I prey 30U to my wille ^e assent* 1468 

Dyuers men dyuersly bym told 

Of Mariage mony ensamples olde 

So?«me blamen it* somme preisen it certayu 

But* at* fe laste sbortely forto sayA 1472 

As alday fallej) altercacion 

Bitwixen frendes in disputacion 

per fille a strif ytwix his breferen two * [leaf ne, iwkj 

Of which fat* oon is clej)ed placebo ./ 1476 

lustinus sofly called was fat* other* 

Placebo seide 00 I am ^oure brofere 

Iful litel nede ban ye my loixJ so dere 

Counseile to aske of ony fat* is here 1 480 

But* fat* je bene so fid of Sapience 

That* 30U ne likef for 3oure high prudence 

To weyue from f e word! of Salomon 

This wore} seif be vnto vs everechofi 1484 

"Wirk* al f ing* by counseile f us seide 

And fan sbalf f ou not* repent* f e 

But* feigh fat* Salomon speke such a worcl 

lilyn owne dere brofer and my lonlf 1488 
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So wisly god bring* my saide at* ese and rest* 

I holde 301116 owe connsett is fe best* 

ffor brojyer myn take of me pia motif* 

I bane bene nowe a courte man al my lyf* 1 492 

And god woof pou^e I vnworf i be 

I haue stonden in fill grete degre 

Abowen lordes of ful grete astate 

5it* had I neuere wif none of hem debate 1496 

I neuere hem contraried trewly 

I wote wele fat* my lord can more fan I. 

That* he seif I holde it* forme and stable 

I seic fe same or ellis fing* semblable 1 500 

A fill grete fool is eny counseloui* 

fat* seruef eny lord of hie honour^ 

fat* dar presume or ones f enk* if 

Thaf his counsaile shulc^ passe his lordes witte 1504 

Nay lordes bene no fooles be my fay 

3e haue jouro self spoken here to day 

So high sentence so holy & so weU 

Thaf I consenf and conferme euerj dele 1508 

3our wordes al & 30ure opynyo?m 

By god fer is no man in al f is toun . 

Ke in Ytaile coufe bef han seide ne«r n?] 

Criste holdef of fis hym ful wel apaied 1512 

And trewly if is an hie corage 

Of eny man f af stoupef into age 

To take a jonge wif be my fadei' kynne 

Jouie herf hongef vpon a loly pynne 1516 

Dof now in fis matere ri3f as 30U leste 

ffor fynaUy I holde if for fe besf 

^ lustinus faf ay stille satte and herde 

Bijf in fis wise he to placebo ansuerde 1520 

Nowe brofer myn be pacieuf I prey 

Sifens faf ^e han seide herken whaf I soy 

Senek amonges of er wordes wise 

Self faf a man ou3f hym wel aviso 1524 
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To whom he jeueth his land or his cateH 
And si)>ens I oughf avise me ri3f weli 
To whoom I jeue my [gode aweye ffrome Me 
WeHe more I aughte auysede be 1528 

To whome I yeue my] body for alway 
I wame you wel if is no childes play 
To taken a wif wif-out* avisement 
Men mosf enquere fis is myn assent* 
Whedere she be wis . sobre or dronklewe 
Eyfer proude or ofer wise a shrewe 
A chidere eifer a waastei* of J)i good 
Or riche or poor / or ellis a man is wood 
Al be it* so )>at* no man fynde shal 
Non in fis world faf tretef hool in aH 
Ne man ne beesf such as men con devise 
But* na])elees it* aught* ynowe sufhse 
Wif eny wif ^if so were fat* ^e hadde 
Moo good thewes )>an her vices badde 
And al )>is aske]) leisere to enquere 
ffor god wote I haue wepte mony a tere 
fful pr/uely sifens I had a wif 
Preise who so wil a wedded mannys lif" 
Certeyn I fynde in if but* cost* and care 
And obseruawnces of al blessed bare ./ 
And 3it* god fonk* my neighbours al aboute 
A[nd] namely of wommen a grete route 
Sein fat I haue fe most* stedefasf wiff" 
And eke fe mekest oon fat* beref liff 
But I woote best wher wrief [me] my shoo 
3e may for me rijt* as 30U list* doo 
Avisef 30U 3e bene a man of age 
Howe fat* 3e entren into mariage 
And namely wif a 3onge wif and a feirc 
By him fat* made water erf e and Eyre 
f e 3ongest* man fat* is in al f is route 
Is bisy ynou3e to bringe if aboutc 
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To hane his wiff allone tresto]) me 

5e shullen not* plesen hvae ^eres pre 

This is to seyn to done her plesaunce 

A wiff axef ful mony an obseTua?mce 156*4 

I prey 30U Jiaf 30 ne be euel apaide 

Wei quod piB lanuai' & hastowe al saide 

Strawe for pi senek & for pi prouerbes 

I counf not* a panyer fnl of herbes 15G8 

Of scole teermes wiser men ])an thou/ . 

As poll hasf herd assente)> it* ri^f nowe 

IT To my pwrpoos Placebo what* say 30 

I sey if is a cursed man quod ho 1572 

That* lotte]) Matrimoyne Sikerly 

And wif fat* word fei risen sotleynly 

And bene assented fully ])at* he shuld 

Wedded be whan hym list* and where ho wold? 157G 

Thy fantasie and ]7i curiousuesse 

ffro day to day gan in ])i soule inpresse 

Of lanuai' about* his manage 

Mony faire shappe and mony faire visage 1580 

Ther passe]) his hert* ny3t by nyght* 

As who so toke a myroui^ polsheil bright* 

And sette if in a comune Markef place 

pBXi shuld he seen mony a figure ^mce 1584 

By his Miroure and in pe same wise pearns] 

Can lanuai* in wi]) his ])0U3f devise 

Of Maidens which ^f dwellen [him] beside 

O. He wisf nof where he my3f abide 15tS8 

ffor ]>ou3e ^f oon haue beute in her face 

A-no^r stant so in ]>e puples grace 

ffor her sadnesse and her benignite 

]yaf of pe puple grettesf vois had she 1592 

And somme were riche and hadden badde name 

Buf na pe lees bytwixe emest afid game 

He atte lasf enpoynted hym in oon 

A[nd] leto al ofer from his hort« gooft 1596 
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And chese hire of his owne auctorite 

ffor loue is bljnde al day and may not* se 

And whan )>af he was in pe bedde brou3f 

He purtreide in his hert* and in his fou^V 1600 

Her freisshe beaute and her age tendere 

Hii' myddel smalle her armes longe and sclendere 

Her wise gouemaunce and her gentihiesse 

Her wommanly beringe and her sadnesse 1604 

And whan ])at he to hei' was condescended 

Hym Jou^f his chois myjt* not* be amended 

fifor whan J^at* he him self concluded had 

Hym povL^V eche ofer mannys witf so bad? 1608 

fat* inpossible if were to replie 

A^einsf his chois ])is was his fantasie 

His frendes senf he to at* his instance 

And preie)i him to done hym ])at* plesaikce 1612 

That* hastely pei wolde to hym come 

He wold abreggen her labour al and some 

Hit* nede]) no more to hem to goo ne ride 

He was apointed ])er he wold abide 1616 

Placebo came and eke his frendes sone 

And al])er first* he bad hem aH a bone 

]>at* noon of hem noon argumente« make 

A^einst* his pi/rpoos which ])af he ha]) take . 1620 

Which pt^rpoos was plesaunt* to god as seide he Vi us, bkj 

And verrey grounde of his prosperite 

He saide per was a mayden in pe toune 

"Which faf of bewte haf grete renoi^n 1624 

Al were it* so she were of smal degre 

Suffiseth him her ^oupe and her bewte 

Which mayde he seide he wold haue to wif 

To leden in eese and in holynesse his lif* 1628 

And ]yonke]> god fat* he my3t* han hii* aH 

)iaf no wijt* his blisse part* shidi 

And preie]) him to labour in ])is nede 

And shapen ]>at* he faile not* to spede 1632 
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fTor y&n he seide his spirif was at* eeso 

pea is quod he no pmg me may displese 

IT Saue oon ])inge prikke|i in my conscience 

fe whic& I wil reherce in ^oure presence 1636 

I haue quod he herd saie ful jore agoo 

^er may no man han pa^'fit* blesses twoo 

piaiaio saie in erpe and eke in heuene 

ffor ^i he kepte him from pe synnes seueno 1640 

And eke fro euery brannche of thilk tree 

jif is pere so parfit prosp^ite 

And so grete eese and lust* in manage 

That* euer I am a-gasf nowe in myn age 1644 

p&V I shal lede no we so mery a lif 

[So delicat withouten wo or strif C"® ^^- '^/J^V' 

L MO gap (N Pttwonh.\ 

That y shal han myn heueno in erthe] here 

flfor si]>ens fat* verrey heuene is boujf so dere 1648 

Wif tribulacioft and grete penawnce 

how shuld I such in such plesaunce 

As alle wedded men done wi]) her wivos 

Come to pe blisse pere crist* eterne alyue est 1652 

This is my drede and je my brefere tweye 

Assoille]) me p\& question I 30U preye 

% lustinus which ]>at hated his foly 

Answerd anon ri^t* in liis lapry 1656 

And for he wold his longe tale abreggo 

He wolda noon autorite alegge 

Bul^ seide sii' so ]>ere bene noon obstacle [Waf 119] 

0)>er ])an p\& god of his hye myracle 1 660 

And of his mercy may so for 30U wirche 

That* er 30 han joure ^ifbes of holy chirch/; 

je may repents of wedded ma7mys lif 

In which ^e seyn is nei^r woo ne strife 1664 

And ellis god forbede but* ^if he sent* 

A wedded man grace hym to repent* 

Wei often raj^er fan a syngle man / 

And ))erfor sii* f e l)esf rede T can 1 668 
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Dispeire]) 30U nou3t haue)) in memorie 

Ptjrauenture she may be 30U1' purgatorie 

She may be goddis mene and goddys whippo 

Than shal ^oure soule vp to heuen skippe 1672 

Swifter fan doj) an arowe out* of a bowe 

I hope to god here aftere 30 shal knowo 

)}at* )>er nys noon so grete felicite 

In manage ne neuev'e more shal be 1676 

)}at 30U shal lak of 30111' saluacioil 

So ))at^ 36 Yse as skille is and resofi 

fe lustes of 30ure wif attemperally 

And })at* 3e plese hure not* to amerously 1680 

And J)af 30 kepe 30U eke fro ofer synne 

My tale is done for my witte is ))inno 

Bef not agasf her-of my brofei* 

But* lat* vs wade from fis mat^ to an ofe^'t? 1684 

fe wif of bafe if 30 wil vnderstondc 

Of manage which 3e han on hondd 

Declaren can ful wel in litel space 

fTarc)) nowe wel god haue 30U in his grace 1688 

And wif fis word! fis lustyne and his brofere 

Han take her leue and ech of hem of oJ)ere 

ffor wlian fei segh if most* nedes be 

fei wrou3ten so by wise and sclegh trete 1692 

fat* she f is maide which faf Mayus hi3f 

As hastely as euere fat* she my3t* 

Shal wedded be vnto lanuarye \\wx 119, b»ck] 

I trowe it* were to longe 30U to tary 1696 

If I 30U tolde of euery scrite or bonde 

By which fat* she was festned in his londe 

£if er forto herken of her nche aray 

But* fynaly ycommen is f e day 1 700 

fat* to f e churche bof [e] bene f ei went* 

fforto receyue f e holy sacrament* 

fibrf commef f e preest* wif stole about* his neko 

And bad hir* be ylik* san» and rebek* 1704 
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In wisdom and [in] troii])e of mariago 

And saide his orisons as is his vsagc 

And crowched hem and bad god shuld hem blisse 

And made al sikcr ynough with holynesse 1708 

Thus bene ])ei wedded w/t/i solempnite 

And at* ])e feeste sitte]> he and she 

Wif ofer worfi folk* vpon ^e dees 

Al ful of loye and blisse is fe paleys 1712 

And ful of instrumentes and of vitaile 

fe moste doyntevous of al Ytaile 

Byfom hem of instrumentis wliich soun 

fat* Orpheus ne of phebes ampheoun 1 7 1 G 

Ke maden neuere suche a melody 

And at* euery cours came loude mynstralcyo 

That* neuere loab trumped forto here 

Neifer Theodomas 3it' half so vhi-e 1720 

And Thebes whan fe cite was in doute 

Bacus fe wyne hem shenkef al abouhi 

And Venus laughe]) on euery wi^t* 

ffor lanuai' was by come her kny3t^ 1724 

And wolde bo]) assaien his coitigc 

In liberte and eke in mariago 

And wif hure fuyr bronde wiUi her hand! aboute 

Daunseth byforne fe bride al abouto 1728 

And clenly I dar wel seyn right )}is 

Emyneus fat god of weddyng* is / 

Se^ neuere in his lif* so mery a wedded man [i««r 120] 

Holdc fou fi pees J»ou pocte Marcean 1732 

fat* writesf vs fat* ilk wedding* mery 

Of hure Philologi and of* Marcury 

And of f e sanges fat* f muses songo 

So smale as eke fi penno and eke fi tnngo 1736 

fforto discryuen of f is mariage 

Whan" tender ^ouf e haf wedded stoupiug* ago 

fer is suche myrfe fat it* may not* be writte 

Assaief it 30ure self fan may 3e wite 1740 
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9if J)at* I lak or noon in fis matere 

Mayus ])at sitte vrip so benygne a chcre 

Hire to biholde if semed faierye 

Queen Estre loked neuere wip such an ye 1744 

On assure so meke a loke as she 

I may 30U not* avise al her bewte 

Buf fus moche of her bewte telle I may 

J)af she was like pe hn^if morowe of may 1748 

iiulfillede of beaute and of plesaunce 

This lanuai' is rauisshf in a traunce 

And af euery tyme he loked on hit* face 

But* in his hert* he gan hii' to manace 1 752 

])at* he ])af nyjt* in armes wold hii' streyQ 

Harder fan euere Paris did Eleyfi 

But* na])elees jit* had he grete pite 

])at< ilke nyjt* offenden her most* he 1756 

And ))Ought* alas tendei' creature 

Nowe god wold je myjt* wel endure 

Al my corage it* is so sharpe and kene 

I am agast* 30 shul it* not* sustene 1760 

But* god forbede fat* I did al my myjt* 

Nowe wolde god Jat* it* were wexen nyjt* 

And ])at< pe nyjt* wolde lasten eu^re moo 

I wold ))at al ])is puple were a-goo 1764 

And fynaly he do)) al his laboure 

As he best* myjt* sauyng* his honoure 

To hast* hem fro pe mete in subtile wise [leaf 120, beck] 

The tyme came J>at* reson was to rise 1 768 

And after p&V men daunce and drinke fast* 

And spices al aboute pe hous ]>ei cast* 

And fid of ioye and blisse is euery man 

AH sauf a squyer ]>at* hijt* damyan . 1772 

which carf to-fore pe king* mony day 

He was so rauysshed on his lady may 

That* for pe verrey peine he was ny^e wode 

Almost* he swalte an swowned per he stode 1776 
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As she him ladde daunsinge in her hand 

So fresshe she was and ])erto so likand [sptiriotui] 

And to his bedde he went* hym hastely 

Ko more of him af this tyme speke I. 1780 

But* pere I lete him wepe ynow and pleyfi 

Til fresshe may wil rewen on his peyn 

IT perilous fyre J)at* in pe bedstrawe brede]) 

fEunulere foo ])at< his seruise bede]) 1784 

O seruaunte traitouro fals [of] holy hewe 

Like to pe adder sclegh . & in Basom yntrewe 

God shilde ts alle from ^oure iniquitaU7}Ge 

lanuare dronken in plesaunce 1 788 

Of Manage se howe pi damyan 

Thyne owne squyer and pi born man 

Entende]) to done pe vilanye 

God graunte pe ])ine harme forto aspio 1792 

fPor in J>is world nys no wors pestilence 

Than homely foo alday in ))i presence 

Parfourmed ha]> piB day his arke dyume 

No lenger may pe body of hym soiowme 1796 

pe Orisonto as in pat* latitude 

Ri3t* wip his mantel pat* is derk* and Rude 

Gan forto sprede pe mysprey aboute 

flbr whicli departed is pe lusty route 1800 

fibr lanuare wip ponke on euery side 

Hoom to her bowses lustely pei ride . 

Ther as pei done her pingges as hem lust* oaf isi] 

And whan pei segh her t3rme to go to rest* 1804 

Sone aftere pat* pis hastif lanuai^ 

Wol gQ to bedde he wil no lenger tai^ 

He drinkcp Ypocras clerre and vemago 

Of spices bote to encresen his coragc 1808 

And many a letuare had he ful fyno 

Sucli as pe cursed monk daune Costantyne 

Hap writen in his boke of Coytu 

To eten hem al he nas no ping* eschwe 1812 
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And j)U8 to his privey frendes seide he 

iibr goddis loue as sone as it* may be 

Lette voiden al p'la hous in curtoys wise soue 1815 

Men dronken and fe trauers drowe andn 1817 

The bride was brou3f to bedde as stille as eny stofl 1818 

So hasted lanuai^ it most* be don [spurious] 

And whan Je bedde was with J>e preest* yblessed 

Out* of J)e Chambre haf euery wi3f hym dressed 1820 

And lanuare ha]) fast* in armes take 

His fresshe may his pa^udis his make 

He lulleth huro he kisseth hure ful oft* 

Wij) Jilke bristels of his beerd vnsoft* 1824 

Ylike to fe skyn of houndo fissfi sharpe as brere 

ffor he was shaue al newc in his manere 

He rubbej) hure vpon her tendere face 

And seide ^us alace I mote trespace 1828 

To 30U my spouse and 30U gretly offende 

Or tyme come J>at* I wil doune descende 

But* nafelees considerej? fis quod he 

]fCT nys no werkman what* so euer he be 1832 

J)at* may bofe worche wel and hastely 

yiB wil be done at* leisere parfitely 

If is no force howe longe J)at* we ploye 

I trowe in wedloke coupled bene we tweye 1836 

And blessed by the yokke paV we bene Inuo 

IFor in our actys we may do no synne •/ 

A man may do no synne wij) his wiff p«»fm.bock] 

Ne hirt* hym self wij) his owne knyiF 1840 

Now han we leue to pley vs by pe lawe 

Thus labowrej) he til fat* fe day gan dawe 

And J)an he takef a soppe in fyne clerre 

And vpri3t in his bedde ])an sittef he 1844 

And aftere fat* he songe ful loude and clere 

And kissed his wiff and made wanton chero 

He was al coltissh and ful of ragerye 

And ful of Girgoun as is flecked pie 1848 
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pe sclak skyn about* his necke shake]) 

While ^af he songe so channte^ he and crake]) 

But* good woote what* may J>ou3t' in her herf 

Whan she him segh vpsitting< in his sherf 1852 

In his nyjf cappe and wi]) his necke lene 

She preiscth nou^t* his plesinge wor]) a bene 

Than seide he ])us my resting* wil I take 

Nowe day is come I may no lenger wake 1856 

And doune he leido his hede and sclept* til prime 

And afterward whan ^at* he segh his tyme 

Yp rise^ lanuare but* fresshe may 

Holde]) her chambre vnto pe fer])e day 18G0 

As Tsage is of wives for fe best* 

ffor euery laboure somtyme mot* haue rest* 

Oy^r ellis longe may he nou3t* endure 

])i8 is to saye no lyues creature 18G4 

Be it* of fissh . or brid of beest* or man 

Xow wil I speke of woful damyan 

))at* languowre]) for loue as 30 shul here 

Therfore I speke to him in ])is manere 1868 

I say o. sely damyan alias 

Answere to ]>is demaunde as in pis cas 

Howe shalf ])ou to ]>i lady fressh[e] May 

Telle J>i woo she wil alway sey nay 1872 

Eke if ])0we speke she wil f i woo bywreyo 

God bene ])iue helpe I can no better' scyu 

IT This seke Damyan in Venus fire Dear i±ij 

80 brenne]) ])at* he deye]) for desire 1876 

ffor whiche he putte his lif in auente^rc 

No lenger myjt* he in pis wise endure 

But* priuely a pennei' gan he borowe 

And in a letter wrote he al his sorowe 1880 

In manere of a compleinf oj^er a lay 

Vnto pi& faire and fressh[e] lady may 

And in a purs of selk hong on his shert* 

He hsLp yputte and yleide it* at* his hert* 1 884 
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J>e inone J)at* af none was at* thilk day 

Jat* lanuare haf wedded J)af fressli may 

yn two of taure was in fe Cancre gliden 

So longe haj) she in her chambere bydefi 1888 

As custumes is vnto ]>ese nobles alle 

A bride shal not* eten in fe halle 

Til daies foure eifer thre daies at J)e lest* 

Ypassed bene fan hit* her goo to fe feest* 1892 

pe fertile ^ day complete fro none to none p ms uu] 

whan fat* the highfl masse was ydone 

In halle sitte fis lanuare and. may 

As frosshe as is fe bri3t6 somers day 1896 

And so bifelle howe fat* f is good man 

Remembref hym vpon f is Damian 

And seide seint* mary how may f is bo 

That* Damian entendef nou3t to me 1900 

Is he ay seke or howe may f is betide 

His squyers which fat* stoden hym beside 

Excusinge him bycause of his siknesse 

Which fat* letted him to do his bysynesse 1904 

None of er cause my3t* make Yiym care 

|iat* me forfenkef quod this lanuare 

He is a gentile squyei'* be my trouf e 

jif fat* he deied it* were harme and roufo 1908 

He is as wise discrete and secree . 

As eny man I woote of his degre 

And ferto manly and eke seruisable 

And for to bene a f rif ty man ri3t* able 

But* after mete as sone as euer I may 

I wil my self visite hy?/i and eke may 

To done him al f e comfort* fat* I can . 

And for fat* worde hym blessed euery man 1916 

fat* of his bounte and his gentilnesse 

He wolde so conforten hym in his siknesse 

His squyer for it* was a gentile dede 

Dame quod he f is lanuare take good hede 1920 
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Thatf at* aftere mete je wi)> joure wommen alle 

Whan )e han bene in chambre out* of pia ballo 

That* alle je goon to se pia damyafi 

Do]) him disporf he is a gentile man 1024 

And telle]) him ])at* I wil hym visite 

Haue I no ])inge but* rested me a lite 

[And spede jou faste ffor I woH abyde ^"*J^i*?i^}f;^]"®' 

TyHe pat ye slepe ffaste by my syde] 1928 

Now vrip y&if word he gan to hjm calle 

A sqwier ])af was a marshal of his halle 

And tolde him certeyn ]>ingges what* he wold 

pia fressha may ha]) streight* her way yhold 1932 

Wi]) aH her wommen vnto f is Damyan 

Donne by his beddes side satte she p&n 

Confortinge him as she goodly may 

This Damyan whan he his tyme say 1936 

In secrete wise his purs and eke his billo 

In whiche ])at* he writen had al his willo 

Ha]) putte into her honde wi])-outen more 

sane ])af he sikked wondere sore 1940 

And soffly to hur^ rijt* pua seide he 

Mercy and ]>at* ^e diskeuere noujf me 

ffor I am dede if ])at* ])is ])inge be kidde 

])is purs hsLpe she in her bosom hiddc 1944 

And went* her way je gete no more of mo 

But^ ynto lanuare vcommen is she 

And on his beddys side sitte ful soft* 

He take]) hui' an kisse]> hure ful oft* 1948 

And leide hym doune to slepe and );at* anon [leat issj 

She feyned hure as ])00 she most* goii 

Ther as she woote J)at* euery wijt* mote nede 

And whan she of ]>is bille ha]) taken hede 1952 

She rent* if al to cloutes at* pe last* 

And in ]>e priuee softly she it* cast* 

"Who stodieth nowe but* feire fresshe may 

And adoune by lanuare she lay 1956 
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fat* sclepte to fe Couglie liaf hywi a- waked . 

Anon he preide hire to stripe hur' naked . 

He wold of hur he seide hauo som plesafice 

He seide hire cloj^es did hym encombrafice 1960 

And she obeiej) be he leef or lotR 

But* lesf Jjaf precious folk* be wijj me wrof e 

How J)af he wrou3f I dar to jou nof telle 

EiJ>er whedere fat* he J)0ii3t* on paradis or on hellc 1964 

Buf I lete hem worche in her wise 

Til euensonge ringe and j^at* f ei most arise 

were if be destanye eij>er be auenture 

were if by influence ei)>er be nature 1968 

Ei)}er in constellacidn )yaf in such estate 

J)e heuene stood faf tyme fortunate 

was forto putte a bille of Venus werkes/ 

if or al yinff hajj tyme as seine fisc clerkes 1972 

To eny wowman forto gete her louo 

I can nof seie buf f e grete god abouo 

Thaf knowe)) ];af none acte is causelees 

He demej) of aH for I wil holde my pees 1976 

Buf so)) is Jjis howe faf Jjis fressh^ may 

HaJ) take such impression faf day 

On pito of ))is sike Damyan 

Thaf from her herf she ne drive can 1980 

The remembraunce forto done hym eese 

Certeine Jjou^f she whom j)af fis J)ing< displese 

I rek nof for here I him assure 

To loue him besf of eny creature •/ 1984 

Though he no more nad ];an his sherf [leat iss, Uck] 

lo pite rennef sone in gentil herf 

Here may je se howe excellenf fraunchise 

In wommen is whan fei narowe hein aviso 1988 

Somme tyraunf pei is as bene mony on 

Thaf haj) an herf as har(J as eny ston 

Whiche wold han lete him sterue in f e place 

Wcl rafer fan han grauntod him faf grace 1992 
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And hem leioysen in her cruel pride 

And recched noujt* to bene an homycide 

This gentile may fulfilled of al pite 

Eijf 80 of hure honde a le^^re made she 1996 

In whiche she graunte]) hym of hire venrey grace 

Ther lacke^ nou3t* only buf day atid space 

wher ])at* she myjt* to his lust* suffice 

ffor it* shal be rijf as he wil deuise 2000 

And whan she seeghe her tyme vpon a day 

To visite pis Damyan go^ faire May 

And subtily |>is letter doune she j^resf 

Vnder his pilowe rede if him lest* 2004 

She take]) him by pe bond and hard hym twist* 

So secrely J)at* no wi3t* it* wist* 

And bad him be al hole and for^ she wento 

To lanuare whan |)at* he for her sent^ 2008 

Vp risej) Damyan the next« morwe 

Al passed was his siknesse & his sorowo 

He kembef him and proynef hym and pykef 

He do)) al paif his lady lust* and like]) 2012 

And eke to lanuare he go^ as lowe 

As euere did a dogge for pe bo we 

He is so plesaunf to euery man 

ffor craft* is al who fat* it* can 2016 

J)at* euery wight* is fayn to teche hyw* gooc^ 

And fully in his lady grace lie stood 

Thus lete I Damyan aboute his nede 

And in my tale for]) I wil procede •/ 2020 

Somme Clerkes holden ])af ffelicite [WAfisij 

Stant* in delite and ])erfor he 

This noble lanuare wi^ al his my3t< 

In honest* wise as longe]) to a kuy3t* 2024 

Shope him to lyve ful deliciously 

His bowsing* his aray al honestly 

To his degree was maked as of kingges 

Amonges opere as of honest* ])ingges 2028 
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He had a gaidyn walled al vnp stofi 

So faire a gardyne wote I nowhere noon 

flfor ouf of doute I verrely suppose 

j^at* he ])at* wrote pe romance of pe rose 2032 

Ne cou])6 of hit* pe bewte wel devise 

Ne priapus ne my3t* not* suffice 

J)ough he be god of gardynes forto telle 

The bewte of fe gardyne and of fe welle 2036 

That* stood vndere a laurere alway grene 

fful ofte tyme king< Pluto and his quene 

Preserpyna and al her fairye 

Disporten hem and maken melodye 2040 

Abouten ]>at* welle and daunceden as men toldf 

This noble knyght* ]>is lanuare pe olde 

Such deynte ha)) in if to walken and to pley 

Jat* he wil suffre no wighf to here pe key 2044 

ssaue he him self* for of pQ smal wikett 

He bare alway of siluere a cliketf 

WiJ) pe which whan ))af hym lust vnshette 

And whan fat* he wokH pay his wilf his dette 2048 

In somer seson fidere wold he goo 

And may his wiff and no wi3f buf ))ei twoo 

And j)ingges which paV were not* dofi abedde 

J^ei in pe gardyn perfourmed han and spedde 2052 

And in piB wise mony a mery day 

Lyued p'la lanuare and fresshe may 

But* worldly loye may not* alway endure 

To lanuare ne to no worldely creature 2056 

O sodeyn happe . o ])ou fortune vnstable [i6ftfiM,iMck] 

ylike to pe scorpion uariable 

l^af flaterest* wi)) ])ine heued whan pon wilt stinge f 

Thy tale is dejy by fine enuenemyng* 2060 

brutel ioye o swete poyson queynf 

O mystery fat* subtilly canst* peynf 

Thyne 3iftes vndere pe hwe of stidfastnesse 

fat* f ou descoyuedesf bof more and lesse . 2064 
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Why hast* Jou lanuare fus descejrued . 

And haddest* hym for J)i f ul frende rcceyued . 

And now J)ou hasf byraff hym bof his eyon 

ffor soTOwe of whiche desireth he to dyen 2068 

IT Alias pe noble lanuare pAV is so fre 

Amydde his lust* and his prosperite 

Is wexen blynde and al sodeynly 

His deej) Jerfore desire]) he vtterly 2072 

And peT-wipsA po fuyre of lelosie 

Lest* ^t* his wif* shuld falle in some foly 

So brent* in his hert* J)af he wold fayn 

That* somme man bo])e hui^ and hym had slayn 2076 

ffor neuere afbere his depe ne in his liff* 

Ke wolde he ^f she were loue ne wiff* 

But* euere lyue as a widowe in elopes blako 

Sool as pe turtel do]) ]>at* ha]) lost* her make 2080 

But* at* pe last* after a mon])e or tweye 

His sorowe gan to swage so)) to scye 

ffor whan he wist* if may noon o])er be 

He paciently toke his aduersite 2084 

Sauf out* of doute may he not* forgofi 

|)at* he nas lalouse euermore in ooil 

Whicll Jalousie was so outrageous 

That* nei])er in halle ne in nooiL oper nous / 2088 

He nolde suffre hure forto ride ne goo 

Ne in noon o]>er place neuer .^e moo 

But* jif ptiif he [had] hande on hii' alway 

ffor which fill ofte wepeji frecche may 2092 

Thai loue]) Damyan so benygnely f 

That* she mote eiper dey sodeynly 

Or ellis she mote han him at* her list* n««ris5] 

She waite]) whan [her] hert* wold al to-bi'osf 2096 

Vpon J)at* opet side DAmyan 

Bycommen is pe sorowfuUest* man/ 

^t* euer was for nei])ere ny3t* ne day 

Ne myght* he speke a word to fressh^ may 2100 
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As to his pwrpoos of no suche matere 

But* 3!^ faf lanuare mosf if here 

Jjaf had oon honde vpon hii* eucre moo . 

And najjelees by writing* to and froo 2104 

And priveys signes wist* he what* she ment* 

And she knewe of pe sygnes of his entenf 

IT O lanuare what* my^t* f e availo 

Thowe my3tesf se as ferre as shippes sailo 2108 

ffor as good is a blynde desceyued be 

As to be disceyued whan a man may see 

lx)0 Ai^guys whiche faf had an C. eyon 

ifor al Jaf euere he coufe powre eyfere prien 2112 

jif was he blenf and god woof so bene moo / 

Thaf wenen wisly faf if nys naf soo 

Passe ouer is an eese & say no more 

Jis fresshe May of which I spekc of 3orc 2116 

In wanne wexe haf enprinted ))is cliketf 

Jaf lanuare here of faf smal wiketf 

By which vnto his gardyne of[t] he wenf 

And Damyan faf knewe her entenf 2120 

Je Clikef countrefeted prively 

fer nys no more to say buf hastely 

Somme wondere by piB clikef shal betide 

Which ye shal here if* 30 wil abide 2124 

O noble Ovido sofe seisf pon god wote 

Whaf scle3f is if fow if be longe & bote 

J)af he nyl fynde if ouf in somme manere 

By Piramus and Tisbe may men lore 2128 

J)ough Jjei were kepte ful longe streif oueratt 

Jiei ben acorded rownyng* ])oigh a waH 

Ther nys no wi3f couje han founde ouf such a 8clei3f ^^^* 

Buf nowe to purpoos er p&V dales viij. 2132 

were passed er the mon))e of luyl byfille 

Thaf lanuare haf caughf so grete a wille 

J)OTOWo eggyng* of his wiif' him forto pley 

In his gardyne and no J>ing* buf fei twcye 2136 
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J)af in a morwo vnto his may seide he 

Eise vp my wif* my loue my latiy free 

The tuitels vois is herd my douve swete 

The wynter is goon vriih al his reynes wete 2140 

Come forj) nowe wit^ J)ine eyen columbyne 

How feirer bene J)i brestes Jan bene wyne 

The gardyne is enclosed al aboute 

Come for]) my white spouse out* of doute 2144 

Jk)w hast* me wownded in myn herf o wiif 

Ko spotte in ]>e nas in al ]>i liff 

Come for]) and laf vs take our disport* 

I Cheese Jo for my wiff and my comfort* 2148 

Suche olde loude wordes vsed ho 

On damyan a signe made sheo 

Thaf he shulde goo byforn wij his clikett* 

This damyan haj opned Jo wikett* 2152 

And in he sterf and Jaf in such manere 

That* no wi3t* my^t* it* see ne here 

And stille he sitte vnder a bussh anon 

This lanuare so blynde as is a stofi 21 50 

WiJ Mains in his honde aiid no wijf moo 

Into his fresshd gardyne is he goo 

And crapte to ^ wiket* sodeynly 

Now wif quod he here nys but* fou and I 2160 

That* arte Je creature Jat* I best* loue 

fibr by Jaf lorde |)at* sitte vs al aboue 

I had leuere dyen on a knyff 

])an 30 offended dere trewe wiff* 2164 

ffor goddes sake Jenk* how I Je cheos 

Noujt* for no coueityse doutelees •/ 

But* only for Je loue I had to Je [leuf ise] 

And Jough Jat* I be olde and may not* see 2168 

Be to me trewe and I wil telle jou why 

Certes i\j. Jingges shul 30 wynnen Jerby 

fiirst* loue of Ciisf and to 30ure self bono;//* 

And al myne heritage toune and touro 2172 
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I 3eue it* ^ou make)) ClieT[tr]e8 as 30U lest* 

This slial be doo to morowe er sonne^ rest* [»;rr»t sonnesw] 

So wisly god my soule bringe in blisse 

I prey 30U in couenant* J)af 30 me kisse 2170 

And ])0U3e paif I be lalous wite me noii3t* 

3e ben so depe enprented in my fou^f 

Tbaf whan I considere jonie bewte 

And |)erwi])al fe vnlikly elde of me 2180 

I may not* certcs ])0U3e I shuld^ deie 

fforbere to bene out* of 30111^ companye 

ffor verrey loue fis is wif-oute doute 

Now kisse me wiff and laf vs rome aboute 2184 

IT This freesshe may whan she fise wordes hoixJ 

Benignely to lanuare she answerd 

But* first* and formest* she bygan to wepe 

I haue quod she a soule to kepe 2188 

As wel as she and also myn honot^re 

And of my wifhede Jjilke tendere flourc 

whiche I haue assured in 3oure hand! 

whan J)at* fe preest* to 30U my body band! 2192 

wherfore I wil answere in J)is manere 

with f e leue of 30U my lordf so dere 

I prey god fat* neuere dawe Jat* day 

])at* I ne sterue as foule as womman may 21 9G 

If euer I do vnto my kynne J)at* shame 

!Ei])er ellis I enpeire so my name 

)>at* I be fals And if I do ])at* lakke 

To stripe me and putte me in a sakke 2200 

And in f e next* ryuere do me drenche 

I am a gentil womman and no wenche . 

whi speke 3e Jus but* men bene euere vntrewe D«kf i«.b«;k] 

And wommen ha repreef of 30U ay newe 2204 

Je can noon oJ)er countynancc I leue 

But* speke to vs as vntrest* and in repreue 

And wif fat* worde she segli wlier damyan 

Satte in fe busshe and knele he bygan 2208 
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And wi]) her fynger signes made she 

paif Damyan shuld clymbe vpon a tree 

JM charged was wi^ frwte and vp he went* 

For verreily he knewe a] her entenf 22 1 2 

And euery signe ])af she cou])e make 

wel bette fan lanuare her owne make 

ffor in a lettre she had tolde him aH 

Of fiB mateie howe he worchen shaH 22 1 G 

And ]>us 1 kf hym sittc in pe piny 

& lanuare and Mayus regnyng* ful mcry 

IT Br^f was J>e day and blewe fs firmament* 

Phebus of gold doune ha]> his stremes sent* 2220 

To gladen euery floure wi]> his warmnesse 

He was fat* tyme in Gemynys as I gesse 

Buf litol fro his dedinacioii 

Of Canser, louis exaltaciofi 2224 

And so bifelle f af in a bri3t* morowtide 

J>af in Je Gardyne on Jaf ferj>er side 

Pluto fat* is J>e kyng* of fiairye 

And mony a lady in his com pan yc 2228 

ffolowinge his wiff ye qwene proserpina 

Whiche fat* he rauyssshed out* of proserpina 

whilis p&V she gadered floures in a mcd($ 

In Claudyan je may J>e stories rede 22^2 

How in his Grisly carte he her fetto 

This kinge of fairye adoune hjm sett^ 

Vpon a benche of Turves fressh and gn*ne 

And rijt* anon seide he J>U8 to his qucn<^ 22.*^r> 

My wif* quod ho fat* may no wi^t* say nay 

The expedience prouetli it* euer}- day 

The treson which fat* wowman (Inf to man [iw»fi*7] 

z* thousand telle I can * 2240 

Kotable of joure vntroufe and brit^'lnos^jo 

salamon richest* of alio r^'chcase 

fTulfilled of sapience and of worldoly j^li»rio 

tful worfi bene fi wonlos to memo no 224 I 
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To euery wighf faf witto and reson can/ 

Thus i)reise|) he ^it* fe bounte of man 

Among* a Ml men 3if fonde I oQ 

But* of alle wo??imen fonde I neuere nooii 2248 

Thus seij) f is knyght* J)af knowef 3oure wickednesso 

And Ihesus filius C[i]rak as I gesse 

Ne spekej) of 30U but* seelden reuerence 

A wildo fuyr a corrupte pestilence 2252 

So falle vpon 30ure bodies 3it* to ny3t* 

Ne Se 3e not* fia honurablo knyghf 

By cause alas ]>at* he is blynde and olde 

His owne man shal make him kokewolJf 2256 

Lo where he sitte fe leccheow?' in fe tree 

Nowe wil I graunte of my maieste 

Vnto J)is olde blynde worji kny3f 

That* he shal han a3ein his eyen si3t* 2260 

whan fat* his wiff wold do him vilanye 

fan shal he knowe al her harlotrie 

Boo]) in repreef* of luire and ofer moo/ 

IT Je Sire quod proserpyne and wil 3e soo 2264 

Nowe by my moders sire soule I swere 

))at* I shal 3cuen hire suffisauf answere 

And alle wowtmen aftere for 30ure sake 

Thaf J)ou}e fei bene in eny gilt* ytake 2268 

WiJ) face bolde fei shullen hem self excuse 

And beren hem doune fat* wolden hem accuse 

ffor lacke of answer noon of hem shul dyen 

AH hadde 3e seie a finge wif bof 30ure yen 2272 

Jit* shullen we so visage if hardely 

And wepe and swere and chide subtily 

fat* 3e shidlen bene as lewde as bene gees Deifm.bM^] 

what* recketh me of such autoritoes/ 2276 

I wote wel fis Iwe this Salomon 

iFoonde of vs wymmen foles mony oil 

But* f ou3e fat* he ne fonde no good womman 

for haf yfounde niony anofer man 2280 
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wo/nmen ful trewe ful good ful vertuous 

witnesse of hem fh\f dwellen in cr/stes hous 

wi)> maitieTdome pel proued her constanco 

pe Komayn geeetes maken remembraunce 2284 

Of monj a verrey trewe wif also / 

Buti* sir ne be not* wroJ> as be it* soo / 

]K)ugh J>af he seide he foonde no good wo7?{man 

I prei 30a take pe sentence of )>o man 2288 

He menf J>us J>af in souereyn bounte 

NLs noon but* god but* neij^ere he ne she 

Eye for verrey god J>af nys but* oofi 

what* make je so moche of Salomon 2292 

"what* porr^e he made a temple goddys hons 

what* )>ou3e he were riche and glorious 

So made he a temple of fals goddcs ./ 

Who my^f do a ))inge J>at* more forbode es 2296 

Parde as faire as 30 his name enplastcrc 

He was a lecchoure and an ydolastre 

And in his elde he verrey god foi-soke 

And 3if )>at* god nad as seip pe booko 2.')00 

yspared him for his faders sake he sholde 

haue lost* his regne souner )>an he wolde 

I sette nou3t* of alle pe vjdeynye 

Jat* 3e of wommen write a botterflie 2304 

I am a womman ncde mote I speko 

"Elper ellis swelle to myfi hcrt* breke 

ffor sij^en he seide J>at* we bene Iangler[oss]o8 

As euer mote I brouke bof my tresses 2308 

I shal not* spare for no curtesyo 

To spoke him harme fat* wold vs vilanye 

Dame quod J>is Pluto be no longer wrofe [leaf 1*8] 

I 3eue if vp but* sipens I swore my 11) opo 231 2 

))at* I wolde graunten him his 8i3t* a3oyri 

My word shal stondc fat* warne I pe certeyu 

I am a kinge it* sitte me not* to lyo 

And I quod she a quenc of fairy o 23 IG 
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Her Answcre she shal liaue I vndertake 

Laf YS no moo wordes make 

% fforsof I Avil no lenger 30U cont)'arie 

Now laf vs tume a3ein to lanuarye 2320 

That* in J^is Gardyn wif f is faire Maye 

Syngej) wel merier fan J)e popeniay 

3ou loue I best* and shal and oper nofi 

So longe aboute J>e alaies is he gofi 2324 

TiH he was come a3einst* filk* piry 

where as ))is damyan sittef ful mery 

On hegh amonge pe fressha leues grone 

This fresshe May fat* is so bri^t* an shene 2328 

Gan forto sigh and seide alas my side 

Now sire quod she for ou3te fat* may bytide 

I moost* haue of fe peeres fat I see 

Or I mote dye so soore longef me 2332 

To eten of f e smale peres grene 

Helpe for her loue fat* is of heuene queue 

I telle 30U wel a womman in my plite 

May haue to fruete so grete an appetite 2336 

)?at* she may dyon but* she it haue 

Alias quod he fat* I nad here a knaue 

That coufe clymbe alas alas quod he 

ffor I am blinde 30 sire no fors quod she 2340 

But* wol() 30 Youchesauf for goddis sake 

ye piry in wif 3oure armes forto take 

flfor wel I wote fat* 30 mystrest me 

Ellis shuld I clymbe wel ynowe quod she 2344 

So I my fote my3f sette vpon 3oure bak* 

ffor sof e seide he in me shal be no lak* 

Might* I 30U helpe wif myn herte blood Dmc its, imcIc] 

He stoupef doune and on his bak* she stood 2348 

And cau3t* hure by a twist* and vp she goof 

Ladyes I preie 30U fat* ye be nat* wroof 

I can not* glose I am a rude man 

And sodeynly anoon fis damyan -2352 

PETWORTH 208 (6-T. 473) 



167, bk, L-afieti. 
In Reg. 17 D xe, 
//l«,Wf, ViSS: 
not in Reg, 18 Ci, 
/m/ 104.1 



2360 



2364 



2368 



SIX-TEXT 474 

GROUP E. § 4. merchant's talk Petworth MS. 



Gan pullen vp \q smokke aud in lie ))roiigc 
And whan J^at* Plato segfi \^& gretc wronge 
To lanuarie he ^aue his 8i3ti* ageyfl 
[And made him se / as wel as evir he myht 
And whan he hadde / caiiht his syht ageyn)] 
ne was ))er neuer man of ))inge so feyfl 
But* on his wiff his J^ou^t* was euernioo 
Vp to J>e tree he cast* his eyen twoo / 
And segh )>at* Damyan his wif< had dix?ssed . 
In which manere it* may not* be expressed! 
But* [jif] I wolde speke vncurteysly 
And vp he 3aue a loringe and a crye 
As do^e J>e modere whan ))e childc slial dye 
oute helpe alas harowe I gan to cryo 

stionge lady stoor what* doostowe 
And she answerc)) sire what* eileth 3owe 
Haue pacience and reson in joure mynde 

1 haue 30a hulpen of bo)) 30ure eyen blyude 
Vp peiile of my soule I shal not* l^^cn 

As me was tau3te to helo wi)) 3oure eieu 

Was no J'inge bette forto make 3on see 

Than strogle wi)) a man ypon a tree 

God woto I did it* in ful good entent 

Stroggel qt/cxl he . 36 algate in it went* 

Gk)d 3eue 30a boj^e a shames dcj) to dyofi 

He swyued J)e I segh if wij> myiie eyen 

And ollis be I honged by ))c hals 

Than is quod she J>e medccyno fals 

ifor certeynly if 3e ray3ten see 

5e wold not* saye no wordes vnto me 

3o ban some glymysing* and no pariit sijf 

I see quod he as wel as euere I my3t* 

Thonked be god wij> boj) myn oyen twoo 

And by my trouJ)e me fought* lie did y soo 

3e mase mase good sii^ quod sho 

This l^onk* I haue for I haue made ^ou see 
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Alias quod slio faf eucre I was so kinde 

Now dame quod he lat* al passe out* of mynda 

Come doune my leef arulifl liaue myssaydf 

God helpe mo so as I am euel apayd 2392 

But* by my faders soule I wend haue seyn) 

How f af f is Damyau had by J)0 loyn) 

And J)at* Ji smok* had leyo vpon fi brest* 

3o sij^ quod she 3e may wene as jou lest* 2306 

But* sii' a man )>at* wakej) out of sclepe 

He may not* sodeynly wel take kcpe 

Vpon a f inge ne seen it* parfitely 

To fat* he be adawed verrely 2400 

Ki3t* so a man )>at* long* haf blynde ybe 

Ne may not* sodeynly so wel yse 

IHrst* whan y si^if is newe common ageyfi 

As he Jjat* haj) a day or tweyen yseyfl 2404 

Til fat* 3oure 8i3t* ystabled be a while 

Ther may ful mony a si3f 30U begile 

Bef ware I preye 30U for by heuene kinge 

fful mony a man wencf forto se a finge 2408 

And it* is al anof er fan it* semef 

Ho fat* mysconceyucf mysdemef 

And wif fat* word she lepe do?m fi-o f tro 

This lanuarie who is glad but* he 2412 

He clippef hire and kissef hure ful oft* 

And on hire wombe he strokef hure ful soft* 

And to his Palays homo he haf hire lad 

No we good men I prey 30U to be glad 2416 

Thus endef here my tale of lanuarie 

God blcssc vs and his modere seynt* Marie , 2418 

^ Here endef f e tale of f e marchaunt* 
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GKOUP D. FKAGMENT V. 

§ 1. WIFE OF BATH'S PREAMBLE. 
FETWOBTH MS. 



And here bygyxme)) )>« prologe of f^ wif of Bathe Dcarisoj 

Experience thouje noon autorite [leanw, back] 

were in fis world ri3t ynoii^e for me 
To speke of woo f af is in mariago 
ifor lordingges sif I twelue ^ere was of age 4 

Thonked be god J^at* is eterne alyne 
Hnsbondes atte churcfi door hauc I had fyvo 
3if I so often niy3t* han wedded be 

But* alle were worj^i men in her degre 8 

But* me was tolde certeyn not* longe agoft is 
That* sij^n crist* no went* neuor but* onys 
To wedden in fe cane of galile 

fat* by Jilk ensample tau3tc he me 12 

That* I ne shuld wedded be but* onys 
Herk eek . loo such a sharpe word for J?e nones 
Beside a welle Ihe^m god and mnn 

Spake in lepreef of pe Samaritan 16 

Thow hast* yhad .v. husbondes quod ho 
And )>at* ilk* man y&V nouj ha)) ^e 
Is not* thyne husbondf fus seidc he certcyfl 
What* he ment* fer-by I can not* seya 20 

Wele f But J^at* I aske whi the fift* man 
Was no72 husbondf to po Samaritan 
How mony my3t she han in manage 
3it* herd I neuerc telle in myn age 24 
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SIX-TEXT 335 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

vpofi f is nombrc diffiniciown 

Men may devise and glosen vp and down 

But* wol I wote expresse wif-outen lye 

God bad ns forto wexe and multiplie 28 

That* ge[n]tilc text* can I wel vnderstond 

l^e wel I wote he seide inyn hiisbond ^ 6t«m1f ** 'Sem 

8huld lete fadero and modere and take to nic ^oHk^t^aT^^ 

But* of no nombre mencion made he 32 

Of bygamy or of octogamye 

Whi shuldf men fan of if han vilanye 

loke here the wise man . kyng Salomon 

I trowe he had wyues moo fan ooii f Oenww v" qMom-oiwew 30 

]!Cow wold god it* lieful were to mo poaf i»ii 

To be refresshed half so oft* as he 

Which 3iff of god had he for aH his wyncs 

No man haf such fat in f is world alyuo es / 40 

God wote f is noble kinge as to my witte 

fe furst* ny3t* had mony a mery fitte 

Wif eche of hem so wel was hym aly ve 

Blessed be god . fat I haue wedded fy vo 44 

Welcome f o .vi. whan fat* cuer he shal 

ffor sif I wil not* kepe me chaast* in aH 

Whan myn husbondf is fro fo worklf ygon 

So?Mme C778ten man shal wedde me anofi 48 

ifor fan the apostel seif fat I am fro 

To wedde a goddes half where it likef mo 

lie seif fat* to be wedded is no synnc 

Better* is to be wedded fan to brenne JJI5?Si*^°'^''* 

What* rckkef me f oo folk* sey vylanye 53 

Of shrewdc lamef e and his Bygamye 

I woot* wel Abraham was an holy man 

And lacob eke as fer as euer I can 5G 

And eche of hem had wyues moo f aw twoo 

And mony anof er holy man also 

AVhcre can 3c say in cny nianer ago 

That* vs god defended manage GO 
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SIX-TEXT 330 

GBCUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

By expresse woordi I prei 30U telle)) me 

Or where commaunded he viiginite 

I wote as wel as 3e if is no drede 

^e Apostel whan he spekej) of maydenhedo 64 

He seide j^erof precept* had he nofi 

Men may counsaile a womman to be ofi 

But* cotinseilling* nys non comaundemeut* 

He putte it* in oore owne laggement* GS 

ffor had god commaunded maidenhede 

)>an had he dampned weddyng* wi)) )>e dede 

And certes 3if Jer were no sede ysowe 

Virginite J>an wherof shuld it* growe . 72 

Paule durst* not* commaunde at* ^e Icest* [leafiso^back] 

A J>ing* of which his maistei' jaf hym no heest* 

pe darte is sette vp for virgynyte 

Chace who so may who so renne^ best* lat* se 7G 

But* fis word is not* take of every wi3t* 

But* fer as god wold 3eue it* of his myght* 

I wote wcl ^at* )>e apostel was a mayde 

But* na))elees )>ough )>at* he wrote or seide 80 

He wold J^at* euery wi3t* were such as he 

All nys but* counsaile to virgynite 

And forto be a wif he 3af me leue 

Of Indulgence so is it* no repreue 8i 

To wedde me 3if J»t* my make dyo 

W/t/i-oute excepciofi of Bygamye 

Al were it* good no womman forto touclic 

He ment* as his body * or in his couche 88 

ffor perile is bo)> fire and towe to assemble 

3e knowe what* )>is ensample may resemble 

))is is al and somme he helde virginite 

More parfit* fan wedded in freclte 92 

Freelto clepc I not* but* )>at* he and she 

Woldc lede her lif al in chaostite 

I grannte it* wel I haue non euvio 

Jkk> Maidenhede preferrc bygamye 9G 
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SIX-TEXT 337 

GROUP D. § L wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

If likef hem to be clene in body and goosf . 

Of myn estaat* I wil make no boost* 

ffor wel 3e knowe a lord in his bousholdl 

HaJ> not* euery vessel of gold 100 

Somme bene of tree and don her lord s^yiiise 

God clepef folk to him in sondry wise 

And euery haj) of god a propre 3ift 

Somme ))is somme ))at* as hyyn like)) shift* 104 

Virginite ys grete perfecciofi 

And continence eke wij) deuocion 

But* C778t* J>at* of pcrfecciofl is welle 

Bad not* euery wijt* he shulde sellc 108 

Al )>at* he had and 3eue it* to J>e poore pei'' wi] 

And in sucfi wise folowe hywi and his lore 

He spake to hem fat* wold lyue parfitely I,/£ii1SmJ?*** 

And lordingges by joure leue fat* am not* I ^^ * JJjJj 

I wil bystowe f e floure of al myn age [»^««?jdi?tn 

In charite and fruyte of manage 

Telle me also to what* conclusion 

Were membres made of generaciofi 116 

And of 80 pa^-fit* wise and whi ywrou^f 

Trestef ri3t* wel f ei were not* made for nou^t* 

Close who so wil I say boj) vp and do?/n 

Jjat* J)ei were made for purgaciotm 120 

Of vryne and oure bof e f ingges smale 

were eke to knowe a female from a male 

And for noon o]7er cause . what* seye 3e no 

fe experience woot* ))at' it* is so / 124 

So )>at* f e clerkes ben not* wijj me wrooj) 

I seie fis J)af pei makcd be^ fore both i^twtrayrubdoHQ 

This is to seyne for office and for eeso 

Of engendringo ther we not* god displese 128 

whi shuld men ellis in her bokes sette 

fat* man shal 3elde to his wif his dette 

Nowe wherwif shuld he paye his payment* 

Jif fat* he ne vsed his sely instrument* 132 
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SIX-TEXT 338 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

Than were )^i made vpon a creature 

To purge vryne and eke for engendrure 

Buf I seye not* )>at* euery wi3f is holde 

}>af hsLp 8UC& hameys as I to jou haue toldo 13G 

To goon and vsen hem in engendrure 

^an shuld men take of chastite no cure 

Crist' was a maydo and shapen as a man 

And mony a seinf sip )>at* |^e world! bygan 140 

Jif lyued J>ei euere in parfit* chaastitc 

I nyl envie wif no virginite 

Lat* hem ete brede of pured whete sede 

And lat vs wyues ete Barle brede . 144 

And )it* wi)) barle brede Mark* telle can cie«f isi, uck] 

Oure lord Ihe^u refresshed mony a man 

In such astate as god haf cleped vs / 

I wil p^rseuere I ne am not* precious 148 

In wifhode wil I vse myn Instrument* 

As frely as my maker ha^ it* sent* 

If I be daungerous god jeue me sorowe 

Myn husbonde shal it* haue boJ> eue and morowe 152 

Whan fat* him list* come forf and paye his dette 

An husbond I wil ban I nyl not* lette 

Which shal be boJ> my dettowr and my fral 

And han his tribulaciofi wiJ^aH 156 

Vpon his flessh while bat* I am his wilF \Ad ttnnthios y^o, 

I haue the power during* al my liff SuS»"** ^'****' **' 

vpon hi^ propre body and not* he 

lii3t* J>us J>e apostel toldf [it] vnto me IGO 

And bad oure husbondes forto lone hym weH 

Al J)i8 sentence me like J) euery deH 

Vp stcrt* the pardoiiei*e and J?at* anon 
Now dame quod he by god and by seynt* lohn 164 
3e bene a noble precheour in J?is caas 
I was about to wcddc a Avifl* alas 
What* shuld I by it* on my ficssh so dero 
Jit* had I Icuer wcdde non to ^ore 168 

rKTWORTI! 276 (0-T. 3l^t<) 



SIX-TEXT 339 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

rbyde quod she my taJe is not* bygonne 

Kay )>oa shalt* drinken a noyer tonne 

Er ]iat* I goo shal sauour wors J)an ale 

And whan faf I haue told forf my tale 172 

Of tribulacion in manage 

Of whiche I am expert* in myn age 

J>is is to seye my silf haf bene fe whippe 

J>an maist* fowe chese whider* J>ou wilt* scipi)o 17G 

))ilk* tonne J)at* I shal abroche 

Be war of it* or ]h)u to nye aproche 

ffor I shal telle ensamples moo )>an ten 

who that* wil not* be war by oJ?e/-e men ./ 180 

By hym shul ofer men corrected be [toitf i«] 

Thise same wordes writef ptholome 

Kede in his almagest* and take it* J^ere 

Dame I wold prey 30U if 301/r wille were 184 

Seide Jjis pardonere as ^e bygan 

Telle forjj joure tale spare for no man 

And teche vs ^enge men of joure practyke 

Gladly quod she sij) it may jou like 188 

But* fat* I prey to al Jis companye 

If fat* I speke after my fantasie 

As take)> nat* a greef of |}at* I seye 

For myn entent* is not* but* to pleye 192 

^ Now sirs fan shal I telle jou my tale 

As euere mote I drinke wyne or ale 

I shal seie so J? foo husbondes fat* I hadde 

As iij. of hem were good and two were baddo 196 

fe iij. were good men riche and olde 

Vnnef es my^tcn J>ei f e statute holde 

In which f ei were bounden vnto me 

3e wote wele what* I mene of fis parde 200 

As god me helpe I laugh whan I f enke 

How pitously a ny^t* I made hem swynke 

But* by my faye I tolde of it* no store 

fei had me joue her londe and her tresore 204 
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SiX-TEXT 340 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

Me neded not* do lenger diligence 

To Wynne her loue and do hem reuerence 

^ei loued me so we] by god aboue 

^at* I ne tol() no deynte of her loue 208 

A wise wo7Aiman wil bysy hiire euere in oft 

To gete her loue 3e p*iT as she haj) noft 

But* sij^e I had hem holy in myn honde 

And sij) fat* fei hadde 30ue me al her londe 212 

what* shuld I take kepe hem forto plese 

But* ^if if were my profite & myfl ease 

But* sette hem so a werkc by my faye 

fat* mony a nyjt* J)ei songen weleaway 216 

The bacon was not* fette for he7n I trowe u^t iss, iwck] 

fat* somTTze men han in Essex at* donmowe 

I gouemed hem so wel after^ my lawe 

fat* eche of hem ful blisful was atid fawe 220 

To bringe me gay fingges fro fe feire 

knyves and ryngges & purses wel faire 

ffor god it* woot* I chide hem spitously 

Now herkenef how I here me proprely 224 

3e wise wyues fat* can vnderstondf 

f us shuld 3e speke and here hem wrong* on houdf 

ffor half so boldely fer can no man 

Swere and lye as womman can 228 

I say not f is by wyues fat* bene wise 

Buf it* be whan fat* f ei hem mysavise 

A wise wif shal if fat* she can her goode 

Bere him an honde fat* fe kowe is wode 232 

And take witnesse of hire owne mayde 

Of hure assent* but* harkenef how I seide 

If Sire olde keynardi is f is fine aray 

whi is my neighboures wif* so gay 236 

She is honoured oueral wher she gof e 

I sitte at home I haue no f rifty clof e 

what* dostowe at* myn neighbours hous 

Is she so faire art* fou so amcrous 240 
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SIX-TEXT 341 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

what* roune je wif our mayde . benedicite 

Sire olde lecchoure lat* j)i Japes be 

And if I haue a gossipe or a frende 

wiJ)-oute gilf je chide as a fende 244 

3if Jjat* I walk* or play vuto his hous 

))o\x commest home as dronken as a mous 

An prechesf on f i benche wi)) euel preef* 

Jjou seisf to me if is a grctc meschief 248 

To wedde a poor wowiman for costage 

And if J>af she be riche of greto parage 

fan seist )>ou ^at it* is a turmentrie 

To suffre her p^ide and her maleucolic . 252 

And if faf she be faire Jjowe verrey knauc peaf isij 

J>owe seist fat* euery holonre wol hure haue 

She may no while in chaastite abide 

That* is assaied vpon eche side 25 G 

Thowe seist* som77^e folk* desire vs for richesse 

Somme for our shap and some for our faimesse 

And somme for she can eif er sing* or dance 

Thus seistowe wernard? god 3eue f* meschafice 260 

Sowime for hure hondes and her armes smale 

Thus goj) al to Je deueH by pi tale 

Thow seyst men may not* kepe a casteH walle 

It* may so longe assailled be ouei'aH 2G4 

And if J>af she be foule fou saisf paV she 

Coveitejj euery man J)at* she may se 

ffor as a spaynel she wil on hym lepe 

Til fat* she fynde somme man fat* wil hire chepe 268 

Ne noon so grey goos gos per in the lake 

As soist J)ou fat* wil be wif-outen make 

And seist* it* is an harde finge forto weLle 

A wi^t* fat* no man wil his f onkes hclde 272 

Thus seist* fou lorel whan f ou goost* to bedde 

And fat* no wise man nedef forto wedde 

And no man fat* entendef to fe heuenc 

vriUi wilde fonder* dynt* and fire leuene 276 
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SIX-TEXT 342 

Guoup D. § 1. wife's preamble. Fetworth MS. 

Mote f i welked nek* be to-broke 

J)ou seist* ]>at* dropping* houses and eke smoke 

And chidinge wyues maken men to fle 

Out* of hir owne house . A benedicite 280 

What* eilej> such an old man forto chide 

J)ou seist* we wyues wil oure vices hide 

Til we be fast* arid fan we wil hew schewe 

Welo may fis be a prouerbe of a schrewe 284 

Jwu seist* fat* Oxen . assen . hors . and houndes 

J)ei ben assaide at* dyuers stoundes 

Easyns lauoyrs er fat* men hem bye 

Spones . stooles . and such husbondrye . 288 

And so bene pottes clones and oper amies [leaf iss, back] 

Luf of wo7/imen are maked none assaics 

Til J>ei ben wedded old dotaixJ shrewo 

And seist* howe fen we wiH our vices sliewe 292 

Thowe seist* also fat* it* displesef me 

But* jif f ou wilt* preise my bewte 

And but* f ou pourc alway vpon my face 

And clepe me faire dame in euery place 296 

And but* fou make a feesf on fat* ilk* day 

fat* I was bom and make fressh and gay 

And but* fou do to myn norys honoure 

And to my chambere wit/tlnne my hour 300 

And to my faders folkes and his alyes 

Thus seisf fou olde bareH ful of lyes 

And 3it' of oure apprentise lankyn 

ffor his crispe here shynyng* as gold fyne 304 

And for he sqwiers me bof vp ajid doun 

Jit* hast* fou foujt* a fals suspecioun 

I wil hym not* fei fou were dede to-morowo 

But* telle me fis whi hidest* fou wif sorowe 308 

f i keyes of f i chest* away fro me 

It^ is my good as wel as fine parde 

what^ wenest* fou make an ydyote of our dame 

Now by fat* lord fat* called is seint* lame 312 
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SIX-TEXT 343 

6B0UP D. § 1. wiF£*d PREAMBLE. Fetworth MS. 

povi shalf nof boj) ))0U3e f ou were woode 

Be maister of my body and my goode 

)>at* oon \>o\x shalt* forgoen magre ))ine ei3en 

whaf lielpe)> it* of me to quere and spien 31 G 

I trowe foo J)ou woldest* lokke me in f i chest* 

)>ou shuldest* seie wif go where J)e lest* 

Take 30ure disport* I wil leue no talis 

I knowe jou for a good wiff dame Alys 320 

we loue no man ))af takej> kepe ne charge 

where )>at* we go we wil be at our large 

Of alle men blessed mot* he be 

« 

pQ wise astrologen daun ptholome 324 

That* sei)> ))is prouerbe in his ahnagest* ciuf mi] 

Of alle men his wisdom is hiest* 

J)at* rekke]) not* who haj) fe worldf in hond 

By J)is prouerbe f ou shalt* wel vnderstondf 328 

Haue f ou ynowe what* ther pe rekke and care 

Howe merely fat* oJ)ere folk* fare 

ifor certes olde dotarde be 30ure leuo 

3e shul haue queynt* right* ynowe at* eue 332 

He is to grete a nygardf J)af wil warne 

A man to li3t* a candel at* his lantariie 

He shal haue neuere J>e lasse li3t* pa^xie 

Haue fou ynowe pe ther not* pleyn fe 336 

Thou seist* also fat* 3if f ou make vs gay 

^vitfl clof inge or wif precious aray 

That* if is perile of our chaastie 

And 3it* wif wordes f ou mote enforce me 340 

And say f ise woixles in f e apostels name 

In abite made wif chastite and shame 

Jc wowimen shuldl apparaile 30U quod he 

-iVnd not* in tressed here and gay perre 344 

As perle ne wif gol<? and clofes riche 

Aftere f i text* ne aftere f i rubriche 

I nyl not* woi-che as mochel as a gnatte 

Thowe seidosl* als fat* I was like a cat to 348 
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SIX-TKXT 344 
GROUP D. § 1. W1FE*3 PREAMHLE. PctWOrth MS« 

Buf who so wolde senge a cattis skyii 

fan. wolf) )>e catte wel dwellen in his Inn 

And if fe cattes skyn he sclyke and gay 

She nyl not* dwel in hous half a day 352 

But* forf she wil er eny day he dawod 

To shewe her skyn and go a cat^^nvawed / 

fis to seie if I he gay sii^ schrewe 

I wil renne out* my hurel for to shewe 356 

Sii* olde foole what helpef f e to spien 

fei Jowe prey argus vrip his Mt. cyen 

To he my waixle corps as he can best* 

In feif he shal not* kepe me hut* if me lest* 360 

Jit* couJ)e I make his hecrdc so mote I fee near wi, i»ck] 

|w?u seist* eke fat* )>er hene finges frc 

Jje which fingges trowhlen al Jjis erfe 

And fat* no wi^t* ne may endure fe forfe 364 

O leue sii* schrewe Ihe^u short* fi liff 

3it* prechestowe and seist* an hatful wifT 

Yreckned is for oon of f ise meschai/nccs 

Ben fere non ofer manerc rose nihlau uses 368 

fat* je may likne joui-e parahli».s too 

But* jif a cely wif he oon of f oo 

f ow . liknest wommanwys louc to liello 

To harayn londe fer water may not* dwelle 372 

Thou liknest* it* also to wilde fire 

pe more it* hrennef f e more it* haf desire 

To consume eny f ing* fat* hrent* wold he 

Thow seist* fat* ri^t* a[8] wormes shconde a tre 376 

Kijf 80 a wiff* distroief her hushondo 

f Lb knowe fei fat* bene to wyues hon<ie 

If Lordingge^ rijt* f us as 30 han hundei*stan() 

Bare I stifly myn olde liushondcs on hand 380 

That? f us fei seiden in her dronkenesse 

And eke fat* fei ]iad suspecioft of lalousnesse 

On lankin and on myn neef also 

O lord fe peyn I did hem and f e woo / 384 
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SIX-TEXT 345 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Petworth MS. 

fful giltelees by goddis swete pyne 

Ifor as an hors I couj^e boJ> bite and wliyne 

I coufe pleyn and I was in fe gilt* 

Or ellis often tyme I had be spilf 388 

Who so J>af first* to mylle co/nmeth first* grynt* 

I pleyned furst* so was oure werrd stint* 

IF J>ei were ful glad to excusen heni ful blyue 

Of pinge of which J>ei agilt* neuer her lyue 392 

Of wenches wolcB I beren he??i on honde 

AVhan J>af for seke Jjei myjt* vnnej> stondo 

Jit* tided I his herf for Jjaf lie 

wende I had of hym so grete chierte 390 

I swore fat* al my walking* by nyjt* [i«ir issj 

Was forto aspie wenches fat* he dijt* 

Vnder Jaf colour had I mony a myrj^e 

IFor al such witto is jeuen vs in our bir)»e 400 

Deceyte. weping*. spynnyng* god haj> jeue Ji,^5KiSi,«5SJ 

To wo7wman kindely while fat* fei lyue 

And f us of* on f ing* I a,\iaunie me 

At* fe ende I had pe best* in eche degre 404 

By sleijt* or force . or by som772e manei* f ingo 

As by contynuel mz/rmur or grucchinge 

Namely abed had fei meschaunce 

fer wokl I chide and do hem no ]>leRa//nce 408 

I wolde no lenger in fe bedde abide 

Jif fat* I felt* his arnie ouere my side 

Til he had made his raunson vnto mo 

fan wolde I sufFre hym doo his nicete 412 

And f erfore euery man f is tale I telle 

Wiue who so may al are for to sello 

Wtt/i empty bond men may non hauke lure 

ffor wynnyng* wold I al his lust* endure 41 G 

And make me a feyned a]>petite 

And ^it* in bacon had I neuere delite 

That* maked me fat* euer I woldl hym chide 

fFor fou^e f e pope had sitte hyy/t beside 420 
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SIX-TKXT 34G 

GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Petworth KS* 

I wolde nof spare hym af his owne bowl 

ffor be my trouj^e I quytte hywi woixie for wordf 

Aa helpe me Yerrey god omnipotent* 

fow I rijt* nowe shuld make my testament 424 

I ne owe hy?w a word faf it* nys quytte 

I broujt* it* so aboute by my witte 

J)af he must ^eue it* vp as for pe best* 

Or ellis had we neuer be in rest* 428 

ffor J>ougli he loked as a lyoii 

5it* shuld he faile of his conclusion 

Than wold I seie nowe goode leef take kepe 

Howe mekely lokcf wilkin our shepe ./ 432 

Come nere my spouse laf me ba ^i cheke (ieafi35,iMu;kj 

}e shul be al pacienf and meke 

And han a swete spiced conscience 

Sif 3c so prech of lobes pacience 436 

SufFref alway sijj je so wel can preche 

And but* ^e doo certeyn we shul jou teche 

^af if is fnire to haue a wif in pees 

Con of vs mote bowen doutelees 440 

And si^ a man is more resonable 

^n womman is . sir* ^e moste be sufFrable 

what* eileth jou to grucche J>us and grone 

Is it* for je wold han my queynt* alone 444 

Wy take if alle lo haue if euery delt 

Peter I schrewe jou buf 36 lone me weH 

flfor jif I wolde selle my bele chose 

I con))e walk* as frecch as eny rose 448 

Buf I wil kepe if for ^our owne toth 

3e be to blame be god I seie 30U soth 

SucK manere wordes had we oh hond 

Now wil I speke of my ferfe husbonde 452 

H Mi ferpe husbonde was a reueloure 

piB is to seie he had a paramour 

And I was ^enge and ful of ragerye 

Stibom and stronge and loly as a pie 456 
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GROUP D. § 1. wifk's PRKAMiiLK. Fctworth MS. 

lord I couje daunce to an hari>e smalc 

And synge y wis as eny ny^tingale 

whan T hadde dronke a draughf of 8wet(» wyfi 

Metelyus pe foulo cheerle Jo swyu 4 GO 

Jjat* wif a staf* byraft* his wif her lif* 

ifor she dronk' wyne Jou3e I had ben liis will' 

Ke shuld he not* lian daunted me fro drinko 

And aftere wyne on venus mosf I fenko 404 

ffor as siker as colde engendre); haiie 

A hkerous inou]; most* lian a lykcroui; tale 

In wowiman vinolent* is no defence 

J>is knowe lecchours by experience 408 

J^ut* lord crist* whan fat* it* romembrej) mo n«if imj 

Vjwn my ^ouj^e and [on] my lolite 

If ticlef me aboiite myn herte rote 

Vnto f is day It* doJ> myn herte bote 472 

fat* I haue had my world as in my tynie 

But* age alas fat* al wil enuenynie 

Haf me byraft* my bewte and my pitfe 

Laf it* go fare wqI fe deuel goo ])erwit& 47 G 

The floure is gon pei' nys no more to telle 

fe bren as I best* can now mote I selle 

But* ^it* to be rijt* mery wil I foondo 

Kow forfe to telle of my ferfe husbondo 480 

I seie I had in hert* gret* despite 

fat* he of eny ofer had delite 

But* he was quytte by god ajid by seynt* lose 

I made hy/;i of fe same wode a crose 484 

Nat* of my body in no foule mancre 

But* certeynly I made folk* such chere 

fat* in his owne grece I made hym frj'o 

Ifor Anger and for verrey lalowsie 488 

By god in erfe I was his purgatorie 

ffor which I hope his saule be in glorie 

ffor god it* woote he satte ful oft* and songo 

whan fat* his shogh fid bitterly hywi wronge 492 
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ffor yer nas noon sauf god and ho fat wist* 
In mony wise where I hym twist* 
He deyed whan I come fro lenisalem 
And li]>e in a graue vnder pe rode-bccni 49G 

All nys his tombe not* so curious 
As was fe sepulture of hym darius 
which )»f appeUes wrou^t* subtily 

It* nys but* waast* to bury hyw preciously 5(K) 

Laf hy/n fare wel god ^eue his soule rcist* 
He is nowe in his graue and in his chest* 
IT Nowe of my .v. husbond wil I telle 
God lat* neuere his soule come in lielle oU4 

And ^if was he to me pe moost* shrewc peai ise, bwkj 

fat* fele I on my ribbes al by rewe 
And euere shal unto nivn endin^^ davo 
But* in oure bed he was so fressh and gayc 508 

And (»er wif al so wel couje he me glose 
v/han |Mit* he wold ban my bele chose 
]»it )K)U3e he had me bete on cuery bofi 
He couJ>e wynne ageyn my lone anon 512 

I trowe I loued him J>e bette for he 
Was of his loue daungerous to me 
We wommen lian if J>at* I shal not* lye 
In )»is manerfi a queynk fantasie 5 1 G 

waite what* ))inge we may not* li^tly liaue 
Theraftere wil we crie al day and crauc 
fforbede vs ))iuge and fat* desiren wo 
I'rees on vs fast* and fan wil we He 520 

with daungere outer we al oure chaftare 
Greets prees atte Market* makef derc ware 
And to grete chope is yholde atte liti»l pris 
This knowef euery woni/^/an fat* is wise 524 

IT My lift* husbunde god his suule blist>e 
which faf? I toke for loue and no ricchcsso 
ho some tyme was a irkuk' of i»x(*nfordf 
And had loft* scole ami went* at* home to lH»onl 528 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Petworth MS. 

wij> my gossip dwelling* in our toun 

God haue her soule her name was aliso^/n 

She knewe myn hert* and al my pj-iuyte 

Better ))an oure parissh preesf so mof I the 532 

To hure bywried I my counseil aH 

fibr had myn husbonde pissed on a walle 

Or doon a j)inge fat* shuldl have cost* his liff* 

To hure and to anojjer worj)i wiff* 53G 

And to my nece which I loue weH 

I wold han tolde his counseile eumdeH 

And so I did ful often god if woto 

fat* made liis face often rede and bote . 540 

Ifor verrey shame and blamed hym self for he Deans?] 

had tolde to me so grete a privyte 

And so byfelle ))at* ones in a lente 

So ofte tyme I to my gosype wente 544 

ffor euere ^if I loued to be gay / 

And forto walke in marche Averil and may 

ifrom hous to lious to barken souday tailes/ 

fat* lankin clerk arid my gossip dame alys 548 

And I my self into fe feeldes wente 

Myn husbonde was af londoii al f af lente 

I had pe bettre leisere forto pley 

And forto see and eke forto be seye 552 

Of lusty folk what* wist* I wher^ my g>v/ce 

Was shapen forto be or in what* place 

Therfore made I my visitacions 

To vigiles and to processiofis 55G 

To preching* eke and to J>ise pilgrimages 

To plaies of miracles and of manages 

And wered vpon my gay scarlet gites 

Thise wonnes ne fise mothes ne f ise mytcs 560 

Vpon my perile frete hem newer a dele 

And woostowe whi for ]fei were vsed welo 

Now wil I tellen forf what* happed me 

I scic faf in fe feeldes walked we 564 
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GBOur D. § L wife's PBBAirBLB. Petworth MS^ 

111 trewely we had sucti dalialice 

fis clerk* and I ^af of my pt/rviailce 

I spake to hym and seide how ^at he 

jif I were widowe shuld wedde me 5C8 

flfor certeynly I seye for no bobaflce 

faf I was neuere jit* w/t/foute pwn'eance 

Of manage ne of o|>er ymgges eke 

I hol<l a monnys witte nat worf a leke 572 

])ati* ha^ but* oon hool forto stii*tcu too 

And 3if pat fsaie f&n is al ydoo / 

[I bare hym) on) hande he hadde enchaimtede me 85J^;JJ/ 

My dame taugfete me fat subtylte i9i,'back} 

And eke I sayde I Mete of* hym) aH nyghte 577 

He wolde haue slayne Me As I laye vprighte 

And att my bedde was ffuHe of* vereye blode 

Butte yette I hope J^at ye schutt do me gode 580 

ffoi' blode bitokene)>e golde As me was taughte 

And all: was ifalse I dremede of* hitt* righte noughte 

Kutte as I ffollowede Ay ^ly dames lore 

AsweHo of that as of* oj^er' f y nge moit)] [M8 Btf . extract stops} 

But* nowe Sii* lat* me se what* shal I seyfl 

A A . by god I haue my tale ageyfi . 

whan fat* my ferf husbond was on ]>ere neaf is?, »»ackj 

I wepte algatcs and made sory chere 588 

As wyues moten for it* is )>c vsage 

And witH my keercheef keuered my visiige 

But* for Jmt* I was purueide of a make 

I wepte but* smale a?ul faf I vndertako, 51)2 

To church was myn husboiid ybom on moi-owo 

wif neighbours fat* for hym made sorowe 

And lankyn our clerk* was on of foo 

48 helpe me god whan fat* I segh hym goo 596 

Aftere fe here me f ou^t* he had a poire 

Of legges and of fete so clene and feiro 

J>at* al my hert* I ^aue vnto his holde 

He was I trowe xx" wyntci' olde COO 
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GBOup D. § 1. wife's preamble. Petworth KS, 

And I was xW jif I shal seie soj^e 

But* ^iV I had alway a Coltissli toj^e 

Gaf to))ed I was and Jai* by-cam me weH 

I had ^e printe of seynt* venus seeH 604 

As helpe me god I was a lusty ofi 

fifaire and riche . ^onge and wclbygon 

And trewly as myn husbond tolde me 

I had fe best* quoniam ))at* my^t* be 608 

[flfoi' sertes I Am) aH veneryen) ^^^Srmi*^* 

In) ffelenges And my herte is Mercyeii) 

Venus me yafe My luste my lykerousnesse 

And Mars yafe me my stui-dye hardynesse] 612 

Myn ascendenf was taure and mars per-inim 

Alias alas j)at* euer loue was synne 

I folowed aye myn Inclinacioil 

By vertue of my constellaciofi 616 

That* made me I cou^e not* wif drawe 

My chambere of venus from a good felawe 

[ Yette haue I Mars is Marke vppon) my fface ^^^^'rJ^T^' 

And allso in Anofere preuye place 620 

ffoi* god so wysse be My saluacioii) 

I louede neuer by no discrecioh) 

I ffoUowede eu^ Myne Appetyte 

AH were he longe schorte blacke oi^ wliyte 624 

I toke no kepe so fat he lykede me 

How poure he was And eke of* whatte degre] ^.^?; 

What* shuld I sei but* at* fe monfes endo 

This loly clerk* lankyn fat* was so hcnde 628 

Ilaf wedded me wif grete solempnite 

And to hyw jaue [I] al fe londe and flee 

fat* euere was me ^euen f^rbifore 

But* aftere[ward] repented me ful sore • 632 

He nolde suffre no f inge of my lesf 

by god he smote me onys on f e lesf 

ifor fat* T rent* out* of his boke a leef [ie«nw] 

That* of faf stroke myn eeren wexcn di*cf 630 
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.GROUP D. § L wife's preamble. Petworth MS. 

Siiboru I was as is a leonesse 

And of my tunge a verrey langeleresse 

And walk^ I wold as I had dofi to-fom * 

fi&om lions to hons al pon^e he had it* sworn -640 

fforf wij ful often tyme he wolde pi'cche 

And me [of] olde Romaynes geestes teche 

How he * symplicius gallus laft* his wiff 

And hxae for-soke for terme of his lif 644 

!Naf but* for open hede he hura say 

Lokinge onf at* his door on a day 

Ano^ romayn tolde he me by name 

l^at* for his wifif was at* a somers game G48 

Wi^nte his wittyng* he forsoke hei^ eke 

And ]>an wolde he vpon his bible seke 

^t* ilk prouerbe of Ecclesiasf 

Where he commaunde^ and forlxjdej^ fast* 052 

Man shal not* sufifre his ^nf to rome alioute 

Than wolde he seie rijt* pus wifK)uten doute 

Who-«o ]»t* beelde^ his hous aH of salous % No/a bene 

And pricke^ his blynde hors oue?*c pe falous 050 

And suffere)) his wif forto sekeu halowes 

Is worf i forto be honged on ^e galowes / 

IT Bat al for noujt* I sette not* an hawe 

Of his prouerbes ne of his olde lawe GOO 

Ke I wold not* of hym corrected bo 

I hate hym ^at* my vice tcllc^ me 

And 80 dofi moo god wote of vs ^an I 

pis made him wi^ me wode al vtterly GO i 

I nold forbere hym in no cas 

Now wil I seye 30U sojj by scint* Tho7?)as 

Whi fat* I rent* out* of his booke a leef* 

ffor which he smote me pai^ I was deef* 008 

He had a boke fat* gladly ny3t* and daye 

ffor his disport* he wolde rede alway 

He clex>ed Valer}'e and theofraste [leaf lott.uackj 

Atto whiche boke he lowgh alway ful fnaV OTi 
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GROUP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Petworth MS. 

And eke ^er was somtyme a clerk* in Eomo 

A Cardynal fat* hight* seinf lerony* 

))at* made a boke a^ein louean 

In whicfi boke eke J>er was Terculan G76 

Crisippus . Trocula . and liolowys 

That* was Abbas not* fer fro Paris/ 

And eke ])e parables of Salomon 

Ovydes arf and bokes mony ofi 080 

And alle j^Lse were bounden in oo volom 

And eue?y ny^f and day was his custom 

Whan he had leisere and vacaciofi 

firom oj^ere worldly occupaciofi 684: 

To reden in J)is boke of wicked wyues 

He knewe of hem mo legendys fan lyues 

fan bene of good wyues in f e bible 

ffor trustef wel it* is an impossible 088 

fat* eny clerk* wil speken good of wyues 

But* ^if it* be of holy se^Tites lyues 

Nc of noon of«re wowman neuere f e moo / 

who peinted f e lyon telle me who / 092 

By god 3if* wowimen had ywriten stories 

As clerkes han wif-In her oratories 

Thei wold han writen of men more wickednessc 

Than al f e Mark* of Adam may redi'esse 090 

The Children of mercury and Venus 

Ben in her worchinge contrarious / 

Mercury louef wisdom and science 

And Venus louef riote and dispcnce 700 

And for her dyuers disposiciofi 

Ech fallef in of er exaltaciofi 

As f us god wote mercure is disolate 

In pisces wher Venus is exaltate 704 

And Venus fallef fer mercurye is reysec) 

f erfor no womman of no man is preised . 

The clerks whan he is olde and may not* do [leaf \m 

Of Vonufl werkes worf his olde shoo 708 
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ORoup D. § L wife's PREA^MfiLE. Fetwoith MB. 

pan sitte be doun attJ writte in his dotage 

)>a1^ wommen can not* kepe her manage 

Baf nowe to pi/rpooe whi I told fe 

)>at' I was beten for a boke i>arde . 712 

Vpon a nyjf lankin faV was our sire 

Kedde on his boke as he satte by pe fire 

Of £aa first* jmt* for her wickednesse 

Was al mankinde brou^t* to wrecchednesse 71<5 

[ffoi* whiche fat Hietm Crist' hyni) selfe was slaync '^iJ^* 

That booghte vs wttA his herte blode agayne •" /«'/i»4,6ttcA] 

Lo here expresse of* womcD) Maye ye fifynde 

That women) was the losse of* Att Maukynde] 720 

Tho redde he me howe sampsofi lost* his heres 

Slepinge his lemman kitf if wif her shares 

)K)ui^h whiche treson lost* he boj) his eycu / 

Tho redde he me if I shal not* lycu . 724 

Of Ercules and of his dyanyre 

fixtf caused hy7n to sette hym self a fyre 

ICo finge forgate he pe penaz/nce and woo 

fat* Socrates had wif his wyues twoo 72^ 

Howe fat* Ancipa cast* pisse on his hedc 

fe Sely man satte stille as he were dede 

He wiped his hede no more durst* lie seyu) 

But* er fat* thouder' stint* commcf a reyu) 732 

Of ^pasipa fat* was fe queue of grete [> at,^r9t pii] 

ffor schrewdenesse hym f ou3f f ' tale swcte 

fiye speke no more it* is a grisly f inge 

Of hur« horrible lust* and [hur^] lykynge 73(5 

Of Clitermistra for her lecherye 

fat* falsly made her husbond! forto dye 

He redde it* wif ful good deuociofl 

He tolde me for what occasiofi 740 

Amphiorax at* thebes lost* his lif* 

Myn husbonde had a Icgende of his wif 

Eriphilem . fat* for an ouch of gold 

huf pri vely vnto fo grekes told 7 1 4 
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wher faf her husbond hidde hym in a place 

ffor which he had at* Thebes sory grace 

Of lyraa tolde he mee and of lucye [leaf i», bockj 

J)ei bo J made her husbondcs forto dye 748 

Thatt on for loue Jaf of er was for hate 

lyma her husbonde on eucne late 

Enpoysened had for fat* she was his foo 

Lucia lykerous loued her husbond soo / 7.*) 2 

J)at* for he shnldl vpon her alway f inke 

She ^aue hy.m such a loue nianc?'e drinko 

That* he was dede or if was by y morowe 

And fus algates husbondes ban sorowe . 75 G 

IF Than tolde he me howe on latumyus 

Compleyned to his felawe arius 

That* in his gardyne growcd such a tre 

On which he seide fat* his wyucs fre 7l)0 

llangged hem selue for liertes despitous 

leue brofer quod fis arious 

Jeue me a plant* of fat* blisful tre 

And in my gardyne planted shal he be 704 

Of latter date of wyues haf he redde 

fat* hau sclayn her husbondes in f e bedde 

Eut* lat* hure lecchoure dijt* hui^ al f e ny3t* 

Whan fat* fe corps lay in f e floore vprijt* 70i< 

And some ban dryuen nayles in her brayfi 

While fat* fei sclepe and f us f ei han hem sclayfi 

Somme han ^euen poysen in her drinke 

He spak more harme fan hert* may fenk* 772 

And f er-wttA-att he knewe of moo proucrbes "f J^"*^"* •^ 

fan in f is worldf per growen grasse or horbes / 

Bett* is quod he fine ha&itaciofl 

Be wif a leon or a foule dragoft 776 

J)an wif a womman vsing* forto chide 

Bet* is quod he high in fe roof abide 

fan wif an angry wif down in an hous 

fey bene so Avicked and contrarious / 780 
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<3R0UP D. § 1. wife's preamble. Petworth MS. 

^ei haten jMit* her husbondes louen ay 

He seide a wo77zman cast* her shame away 

whan she cast* of her smokke and ferpeiiao [Uaf i4oj 

A iairo wommau but* she be chaast* also / 784 

Is lich a gold rynge on a sowes nose 

who wold wene or wold! suppose 

The woo faf in myn herte was and pyne 

And whan I segh he wolde neuere fyne 788 

To reden on J^is cursed Iwke al nyjt* 

Al sodeynly pre leues haue I plijf 

Out* of his boke ri3f as he redde and eke 

I wij) my fist* so toke him on Je clieke 792 

That* in our fire he fille bakwar($ adoem 

And he vp stert* as doj a wood lyo?m 

And wi)) his fist* ho smote me on pa hoilo 

)>at* in J»e flore I laie as I were dede 706 

And whan he seegh how stille ^at* I lay 

He was agast* and wold! lian fledde away 

Til at* fe laste out* of my swowe I breide 

O hastowe sclayne me fals feef* I seide 800 

And for my londe f us hastowe moixlred me 

Or I be dede ^it* wil I kisse J>ee 

And nere he come and kneled faire ado/m 

And saide dere sustere Alisouu 804 

As helpe me god I shal Jje neuere smyte 

That* I haue done if is j)i self to wite 

ffor^eue it* me and paif I ^e biseke 

And ^if eftsones I hit* hym on fe choke 808 

And seide J>ecf f us moche am T wreke 

Nowe wil I dye I may no lenger speke 

But* at* pe last* wif mochel care atfd woo 

We fille acorded by vs seluen twoo 812 

He jaue me al pe bridel in myn honde 

To haue pe gouemawnce of lious and londe 

And of his tunge and his hand also 

And made him brenne his boke anon ri3t* p<m 816 
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And whan ^at* I bad goten vnto me 

By maisteiy al fe souereynte . 

Than he seide myn owne trewe wif* pemf iio, iMck] 

Do as jou lesf Je terme of al joure lif* 820 

kepe joure honure and kepe eke myn astate 

Affcere faf day we had neuere debate . 

God helpe me so I was to him as kinde 

As eny wiff from denmarke into Ynde 824 

And also trewe / and so was he to me 

I prey to god fat* sitte in mageste 

So blesse his soiile for his mercy dere 

Now wil I seie my tale if ^e wil here 828 

IF Thus ende)) J^e prologe of ye wiff of bath 

And here bygynne)) pe Tale. * t^e SHmmoiter Md tk» fhot.^ 

IF The tale./ 

The frere lowe whan he had herd al fis 
Now dame quod he so haue I ioye or blis 
f is is a longe preamble of a tale 

And whan J>is somnowr herd J>e frere gale 832 

Lo quod pe soranowr goddis armes two 
A frere wil entremete hym euermoo 
Loo good men a flie and eke a fi-ere 

wollen falle in euery dissh and eke matere 83G 

what* spekest* J)ou of preambulacioi^n 
what* amble or trotte or pees or go sitte doun 
Thou lettest* oure disport* in fis mancre 
3e wilt* f ou so somnour^ quod pe frere 840 

Now by my fay I shal er fat* I goo 
Telle a somnour such a tale or twoo 
That* alle pe folk shul laughen in j^is place 
Now ellis frere I bishrewe pi face 844 

Quod pia somnoui^ and I bishrewe me 
]5uf jif I telle J>e tales two or J>re 
Of freres er I come to sidyngbume 
fat* I shal make fine herf for to mo?/rne 848 
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GROUP D. § L wifb's preahblb. Petworth MS. 

ffor wel I vote ^i pacience is goi& 

Our hoost* cried pees and ^at* anofi 

And seide lat* ^e womman telle her tale 

^ faren as folk* )7at* dronken befi of ale ./ 852 

Do dame telle forth jour tale j^af is pe best* [leaf 1 41 ] 

Al redy sire quod she rijt* as 30U lesf 

If I haue licence of ^is vfoipi frere 

jis dame quod he telle for|) jourc tale we wil here 85G 

[No break in tlie MSJ] 
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GROUP D. § 2. wife's tale. Fetworth KS. 



\THE WIFE OF BATH'S TALE] 

IN f e olde dayes of Je king* arthoui* IF ffabula 

Of which Jrat* bretoiis speken grete honour 
Al was pia land fulfilled of fayry 

fe Elfe quene wij> her loly company e 860 

Daunced wij> out* in mony a grene mede 
Jjis was fe olde opynyon as I rede 
I speke of mony an .C. 3ere a-goo 

But* nowe can no man se noon elues moo 864 

tfor nowe \>e grete charite and preiera 
Of lymytoures and oJ>er poor freres 
That* serchen euery londe and eiicry streme 
As pikke as motes in Je sonne heme 868 

Blessinge hallos chambers and bourcs 
Citiees burghes castels hije toures 
Thropes . beemys . shipnes . dayrys 

This make); J>at* J>er bene no fayrys 872 

flfor J>er as wonte to walke was an elf* 
Ther w^alkef nowe J>e lymytowr hywi self* 
In vnder meles and in momyngg^^ 

And seij) his matyns and his hoty p\r\gges 876 

As he goJ> in his lymitacio?/n 
Wowimen may go nowe sauf vp avd doitn 
In euery bussh or vnder enei'j tre 

per nys noft ofer Incubf/^ but* he 880 

And he wil do hem but* dishonot/r 
And so felle it* ^at* ^is king* Arthowr 
Had in his hous a lusty bachilere 
That* on a day come riding* fro ryvere 884 
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And happed alone as she was boril 

He seegfi a maiden walking^ hy?7& byforil 

Of whicfi mayde Maugre her hede 

By verrey force he raft* hure maydenhede 888 

ifor whicfi oppression was such clamour [iMfiii.back] 

And such pursute vnto )>e king* arthot/r 

That* dampned was )>is kny3f forto be dede 

Be coors of lawe and shuld haue lost* his hede 892 

Perauenture such was J)e statute )>oo / 

But* }Mif fe queue and o))er ladis moo 

So longe preido J)e kinge of grace 

Til he his liff him graunted in J^af place 89G 

And jaue hym to J)e quene al at* her wille 

To chese whedere she wold hy jn saue or spille 

The quene ponktp J)e kiugc wi]) al her my3f 

And after )>is )>us speke she to ])e knyght* 900 

Whan fat* she secgh her tyme on a day 

Thou stondest* ^it* quod she in such aray 

That* of J)i lif jit* hastowe no suei*te 

I graunte pelifif ]k)u canst* telle me OO^l 

IT What* J)ing is it* |)at* wo^nmen most* desircn 

Be ware and kepe pi nekbone fro yren 

And if ]k)u canst* not* telle it* nic anon 

JiV wil I jeue J)e leue forto gon 908 

A xij. monjK) and a daye . to seke and lere 

An answere suffisaunf in pia matera 

And suerte wil I han er )>at* poxi passe 

J)i body forto jelde in fis place 912 

woo was J)is knyjt* and sorowfully he dike)) 

But* what*? he may not* do al as hym likef 

And af J)e last* he chese hym forto wende 

And to come ajein rijt* at* ])e jeres ende 916 

With suche answere as god wold hym pi/rveye 

And take|> his leue and wende)> forf his weye 

He sekej) euery hous and euery place 

Where as he hopcf forto fynde grace 920 
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To lere what* fing* wo?>nnen louen mosf 

But* he nowe koude aryuen in no cost* 

where as he myjte fynde in J>is matere 

Twoo creatures axjording* in fere 924 

Soni9»e seiden wommen louen best* ricchesso pemf uai 

Somme seide honoui' somme seiden lolynesse 

Somwe riche aray . some seiden lust* a bedde 

And oft* tyme to be wydowe and wedde 928 

So?«me seiden fat* we bene most* yesed 

Whan faf we bene yflatered and yplesed . 

He goJ> ful ny J)e sof I wil nat* lye 

A man shal wynne vs best wij) flateryj 932 

And wiJ) attendaunce and wif bisynesse 

bene we alyned boJ> more a7id lesse 

And som?we men seyn howe fat* we louen Iwsf 

llbrto be free and do rijt* as vs lest* 93G 

And J)at* no man repreue vs of our vice 

But* say fat* we bene wise and no f inge nice 

ifor trewly f er nys noon of vs alle 

Jif eny wi3t* wil clawe vs on fe galle 940 

J)at* we nyl loke or he saj^e vs soth 

Assaie and he shal fynde if fat* he dof . 

ffor be we neuer' so vicious wif-Inne 

"We wil be holden wise and clone of synno 944 

And somme seyn fat* gretc delit* haue we 

flfor to be holden stable and eke secree 

And in oo p?/rpos stedfastly to dwelle 

And not* bewrey f ing* fat* men vs telle 948 

But* fat* tale is not* worf a rake stele 

PttAle we wommen co;nien no f mg* hele 

Witnesse on myda wil 30 hei-e f e tale 

Ovide amonges ofer fingges smale 952 

Seif Mida had vnder his longe heres 

Growinge vpon his hede two asses eres 

The whiche vice he hidde as he best* myjt* 

lliil subtily from euery mannys sijf 950 
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J)at* saue liis wif )>er wist* if no moo 

He loued lier most* and tresied t^ her also 

He preide liir* most* fat* vnto no creature 

She shulcl not* tellen of his disfigure 9G0 

She swore hym nay for al pis world! to wynne [leaf lu, hwkj 

She woldf do fat* Vilanye or fat* synnc 

To make her husbond lian so foule a name 

ffor reprevynge of hym and foule shame 9C4 

But* nafclees her f ou^f fat* she dide 

fat* she 80 longc shuldf a counseile hide 

Her J)0U3t* it* satte so sore about* her liMe 

pai nedely som word her mote a-sterte 968 

And sife she durst* [nat] tellen if no man 

Doune to a maiise fasf she rannn 

Til she came fere her hert^ was a fire 

And as a bitor bumlef in fe my re 972 

She laide her mouf vnto f e watei^ down 

lUjwrey me nof f ou watere wif f i souil 

Qoo^ she to f e I telle if and no moo 

Myfl husbonde haf longe a^ses eren two 97G 

Now is my herf al hole now is if oute 

I myjf no lenger kepe if ouf of doute 

Here may je se f ouje we a tyme abide 

Jete oute if moof we mowe no counseil hide 980 

The remenat/nte of f e tale if ^e wil here 

Kedef ovide and je mowe if lere 

IT This knyjf of which my tale is specialy 

\VTian faf he scegh he myjf nof come ft^rby 984 

This is to seyn . whaf wo7?imen louen moaf 

Wif-in his herf soryful was f e goosf 

But* home he gof e he my3f nof soio?</Tie 

fe day was come faf homwardi mosf he to?/me 988 

And in his way if happed hym to ride 

In al his care vndcre a foresf side 

Where he segh in oon daunce goo / 

Of hdia /cure ami twenti^ and jif moo ['MSixiiu.tto 092 
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Toward! fe daunce he drowe hym jerne 

In hope pa.if somrwe wisdom shuldl he lerne 

But* certejTily er he cam fully fere 

Yanj^sshed was f e daunce he nyst* not* where 99G 

No creature seye he faf hare lif [toaf i«] 

Saue in J)e grene he sey sitting* a wif ' 

A fouler wi3t* fer may no man deuise 

Ageyn J>e kny3t' pe old wif gan arise 1000 

And seide sir knyjt* here forf ne lief no way 

Tello me what* fat* ^e seken he ^oiire fay 

IVy'auenture it* may f e hettei^ be 

Thise olde folk konne moclie fing* quod she 1004 

;My leue modere quod f is kny3t* certayfi 

I am hut* dede hut* 3if fat* I can sayfl 

Whatt* f inge it* is fat* wo7Mmen most* desire 

Cowde 3e mo wisse I coude wel qnyte ^onr hire 1008 

Plite me f i trouf e h^ere in my hand qi/od she 

llie next€ f inge fat* I requii'e f e 

Thow shalt* it* doo if it* lye in f i my3f 

And I wille telle it* 30U er it* he ny3t* 1012 

Ilaue here my troufe quod fe kny3t» I graunte 

Than quof she I may me wel auat^nte 

f i lif is sauf for I wil stonde jfer-hy 

Vpon my lif fe queue wil say as I 1016 

Lat* se which is f e proddest* of heni alio 

})at* wereth on a kerchif or a calle ^ 

J)at dar seie nay of faf I shal 30U teclie 

lat* vs goo forf wif-oute lenger speche 1020 

Tho ro>vned she a pistol in his eere 

And had hym to be glad and han no fere 

Whan fei be co7umen to f e courte f is kny3t* 

Seide he had holde his day as he had hi3t* 1024 

And redy was his answere as he seide 

ITul mony a noble wif and mony a maide 

And mony a widowc for fat* fei be wise 

fe queue her silf sitting* as a lustise 1028 
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Assembled ben pis auswerc forto here 

And aftere fia kny3f was bode apere 

And paif pe kny3t;* shulcl telle in audience 

To euery wi3tf' commmaunded was silence 1032 

what* J)ing* paV worldly wowtmen louen niesf [leaf i4», uukj 

This knyghf ne stode not* stille as dof a beest* 

But* to his questioii auoil answerdf 

wij> manly vols fat* al pe courte it* herde 103G 

My lege lady generally quod he 

wommen desiren to han souereynte 

As wcl oner hir husbond and her loue 

And forto be in maistrie hym uboue 1040 

This is 3oure most* desire ]70U3e 3e me killc 

DoJ) as 30U list* I am here at* 3ourc willc 

In al J>e courte ne was J>er wif ne mayde 

Ne wydowe fat* contraried wliat* he siiido 10 J 4 

But* seiden he was Avorf i ban his lif 

And wif fat* woixl vp stert* fat* olde wif 

which fat* fe knyght* sey sitting* on f e grene 

Mercy quod she my souereyji lady quenc 1048 

Er fat 30ure courte departe do me ri3f 

I taught* f is answere vnto f is kny3t* 

ifor which he pli3t« me his troytlie fere 

fo first* finge I woldc of him retiuei-c 1052 

He wold it* doo 3if it* lay in his my3t* 

Bifore f e court* fan prey I f e sir kny3t* 

Quod she fat* f ou me take ynto f i wiff 

ifor wel fou woost* fat* I. hfiue kepto fi lifT 1056 

If I sey fals seye nay vpon f i faye 

f is kny3t* answen? alias and weleaway 

I woof ri3t* wel fat such was my bihest* 

ifor goddis loue chese a newe i-equesf 10 (in 

Take al my good a7id laf my body goo 

Nay fan quod she I schrewe vs bofe twoo 

flV)r f 0U3e fat* I be foule and olde and poor 

I nolil fur al fe metal ne for ore 1064 

rETWORTH 301 (O-T. 36 1) 



8IX-T£XT 365 

GROUPS. §2. wife's TALB. Potworfh K8. 

J)at« vnder erfe is graue or litfi aboue 

Buf 3if J)at* I f i wif were and pi loue 

My lone quod be nay my dampnacioik 

Alias j^at* eny of my nacioil 1068 

Sbuld euere so foule ydisparaged be [i«rfi44] 

But* al for uoujf ])e ende is )>is paif he 

Constreyned was he nodes mosf her wedde 

And take^ fis olde wif and goJ> to bedde 1072 

!N"owe wolden som/ne men seyn p6muent2<;*e 

J)af for my necligence I do no cure 

To telle jou J?e loie and f e araye 

f&if af J>e feest* was faf ilk* day 1076 

To which fiiige shortly answere I shal 

I seie fer nas no loye ne feest* at aH 

pet nas but* hevynesse and mochel soroAve 

ffor priuely he wedded hure on a morowe 1080 

And alday aftere hid hym as an owle 

So woo was him his wif loked so foule 

Grete was J?e sorowe J?e knyjf had in his pou^tf 

Whan he was vnp his wifF a bedde brou^t* 1084 

He walowef and tume^ to and froo 

His olde wiflf laye smyling* euennoo 

And seide .o dere husbond' o benedicite 

faref euery knyjt* fus wif his wif as je 1088 

Is J)is pe lawe of king* Arthures hous 

Is euery kny^t* of his loue fus daiigerous 

I am 3oure owne loue and eke ^oure wiff 

I am she which fat* saued haf joure lif* 1092 

And certes ^it* did I ^ou neuere vnrijt* 

Avhi fare 30 f us wif me f e firsts ny3t* 

5e faren lich a man had lost* his witte 

ify what* is my gilf for goddes loue telle it* 1096 

And it* shal ben amended if I may 

Amended quod f is kny3t* nay nay 

Tliat* wil not* bene amended neuere moo 

J?ou ai-t* so lofly and so oldf jdso 1100 
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And )^rto commeD of so lowe a kinde 

J»at no wonder is ])0U3e I walowe & wyude 

So woldtf god my lierte woldd brcs 

Is ))is quod she ))e cause of ^oure vnrest* 1104 

3e ceiteinly quo^ he no wondei* is (Var U4, bock] 

Now sire quod she I cou)>e amende al )>is 

If fat* me list* er if were daies f re 

So wel je my^t* here 30U vnto me . 1 108 

IT Buf for 3e speken of such gentilesse % Ho/a b«ae de BobOftM 

As is descended out* of alle ricchesse 

^t* J^rfore shulden ^e he gentile men 

Such errogannce nys not* vfovp an hen 1112 

Loke who so is rooost* vertuous alway 

Privey and aperte and l:)e8t* endef ay 

To do ]k) beste dcdis ))at* he can 

And take him for p[e] grettest* gentile man 1116 

Of ci'iste cleyme we oui' gentylesse 

Kot* of oure elders for our old ricchesse 

ffor J)0U3e fei ^eue vs al our heritage 

ffor which we cleyme to be of hie parage 1 1 20 

Jit* may f ei not* byqueef for no f ing* 

To noon of vs her vertuous lyuynge 

]>at* made hem gentile men ycalled be 

And bad vs folowen in such degrc 1124 

wel can J)e wise poete of florence 

faV bight* dafif speke in ])is sentence 

Lo in sucb mancre Kyme is dantes tale 

fful seelde vprise)) by his braunches smalo 1 1 28 

Prowesse of man for god of his pi-ouesse 

wil J)af of hym we clayme our gentilnesse 

ffor of ours elders may we no f ing* clayme 

But* temporel ))ing )>at* man may hirt and mayme 1 132 

Eke euery wi3t* wote ])is as wel as I 

yo gentelesse Avere planted naturelly 

Vnto a certeyn lynage down J>e lyne 

Prive a7id apert* fan wold he neuore fyne 11 3G 

PETWORTH 808 (O-T. 360) 



8IX-TSXT 367 

GBoup S. § 2. wife's tale. Petworth KB. 

To doli of gentelesse J>e faii^ office 

fei myjten do no vileny or vice 

Take fire and bere it* in pe derkest* hous 

By-twix J)is and the mounf of Caucasous . 1140 

And laf men shette pe doores and go J)enne pa«r]45i 

3it* wol j^e fire as faire lye and brenne 

A[8] thowsand men my3t* it* biholde 

His office naturel ay wil it* holde 1144 

Vp perile of liff til fat* if die 

Here may ^e se wel how faf gentrie 

Is nat* annexed to possessioil 

SiJ> folk do not* her operacion 1148 

Al waie as do); j^e fire lo in his kinde 

ifor god it* wote men may ful often fynde 

A lordes sone doo shame and vilenye 

And he fat* wil haue price of his gentrie 1152 

ifor he was born of a gentile hons 

And had his elders noble and Yeiinious 

And nyl him-seluen do no gentile dedys 

^Ne folow his gentile A?mcestre fat* dede is 1156 

He nys nat* gentile be he duke or erle 

fibr vileyns sinful dedes make a cheerle 

fibr gentihiesse nys but* reuent* renome 

Of fine ancestres for hir bewte bounte 1160 

Wliiche is a strong* f ing* for f i pe^'sone 

The gentilesse co77imef from god alone 

Than commeth our verrey gentilesse of gitice 

It* was no f ing* byquefe vs witli our place 1164 

Thenkef howe noble as seif Valerius 

Was f ilk Tullius Hostilius 

fat* out* of pouerte roos to hie noblesse 

Redef Senek and redef eke Boesse 1168 

f er shul je scne expresse fat it* no drede is 

fat* he is gentile fat dof gentile dedys 

And f erfore dere husbonde I fw^ conclude 

Al were if faf myn ancesti^es were rude 1172 

PETWORTH 804 (6-T. 307) 



1176 

[leaf 145, IwckJ 

Y nottk de p«i9«rfato. 
1180 



1184 



1188 



BIX-TEXT 368 

GBOUP B. § S. wife's talb. Fetworth MS. 

3it* may ]ratf hie god an so hope I 

Graimt;' me grace to lyae yertuously 

Than am I gentile whan ]>at* I bygyiine 

To lyiien vertuously and leuen synne 

And ]>er as je of pouerf me repreiie 

The hie god on whom {^at* we byleue 

In wilful pouerte . chas to lede his lif* 

And certes eaeiy man bo)) maide & wiff 

May vnderstonde Ihe^ heuen kinge 

Ne wold not* chese a vicious lyuynge 

Glad pouerte is an honest* pinff certayfi 

This wil senek and opere clerkes seyfi 

Who J)af holte him paide of his pouerte 

I holds him riche al had he noujt* serto 

He y&if coueite)> is a poor wijt* 

ffor he wold han poif is not* in his myjt* 

But* he ]ratt* nou^t* hsLp ne keueit«)> to haue 

Is riche al ]K)ugh men bold him but* a knaue 

Verrey pouerte is signe pi'c^prely 

luuenal [sai)>] of pouert* merily 

The poor man whan he gop by pe way 

Bifom pe {^eues he may singe and play 

Pouerte is hatel good and as y gesse 

A ful grete bringer out* of bysynesse 

A grete amendei^ eke of sapience 

To him ]ratf lackej) it* in pacience 

Pouerte is ))is al ))ough it* seme alenge 

Possession p&if no wijt* wil chalenge 

Pouerte ful often whan a man is lowe 

Make]> his god and eke him self to knowe 

Pouerte in spectacle is as ]K)nke)) me 

jK>rowe which he may his verrey frendes see 

And J^erfor sif fat* I 30U not* greue 

Of my pouerte no more me reproue 

Now sire of elde 30 repreuo me 5 H»/a de »9neciute./ 

And certes sire )K)rowe nofl auctorite 1 208 
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Where in no boke je gentile in honour 

Seyn fat* mon shulcl an olde wif do fsMOUr 

And clepe hur* modere for 3oure gentihiesse 

And auctours shal I fyndc as I gesse 1212 

Now fere 38 seyn fat* I am foule and olde [leaf i46] 

Than drede 30U not* to bene a kokewoldl 

fibr filfe and helde^ also mote I thee [> at/inthape} 

Bene grete wardeyns vpon chastite 1 2 1 G 

But* naf eles sif I knowe joure delite 

I shal fuliille 3oure worldly appetite 

Chese nowe quod she oon of fise f ingg/?« twcy 

To han me foule and olde til fat* I dye 1 220 

And be to 30U a trewe humble wiff 

And neuere jou displese in al my lif 

Or ellis 3e wil haue me 3onge and faire 

And take 30ure auenttere of fe repaire 1224 

That* shal come to 3oure hous bycause of me 

Or in some of ere place wel may be 

Nowe chese 3oure seluen whefc/' 3on likef 

This knyght* avised him and sor sikef 1228 

But* af f e last* he seide in f is manere 

My lady . and my loue . and wif so dere 

I putte me in 3oure wise gouematince 

Geuef 30ure self which may be most plesaunco 1232 

And most* honot^r to 30U and me also 

I do no force f e whef ere of f e two 

Abr as 30U likef it* suffisef me 

Than haue I gote of 30U f* maistrie quo^ slic 1236 

Sif I may chese and gouem as me list* 

36 certes wif quod he I holde it* for fe best* 

Kisse me quod she we be no lenger wrof 

ffor by my troufe I wil be to 30U bofe 1240 

f is is to seine bof faire and goode 

I prei to god fat* I mot* steruen woode 

But* I to 30U be as sadde and trewe 

As euere was wiff syf fat* f® worldf was newe 1244 
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And buf T be to morow as fail' to sene 

As eny lady Emperesse or quene 

J>af is by-twene fe Est* and eke ])• wesf 

do]> wi)) my liff and de)>e ri^t* as 3011 lest* 1248 

Cast* vp fe Curtyne loke how it* is Li«»fi4«,bMk] 

And whan )>e knyjt* sawe al J^is 

]}af she so faire was and so yonge pe^-to 

ffor ioie he hent» her in his armes twoo 1252 

His herte bathed in a bat& of blisse 

A thousand^ tyme a rowe hire gan he kisse C ms m*-] 

And she obeied him in euery J^inge 

Thaf myghf done hywi plesaunce or likinge 1 25G 

And J>us fei lyued vnto her lyues ende 

In parfitt loye and Ihestis crm^? vs sende 

Husbonde . yonge . mcke and fresssh abe<lde 

And grace to ouerlede hem fat* we wedde 1 260 

And eke I prei to Ihe«u short* her lyues 

Thaf wil not* be gouerned by her wyues 

And olde and angry nygard and dispence 

God sende hem sone a verrey pestilence 1 2G i 

% Thiu endej) J)e tale of ])e wif of bath / 
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And here bygynne)) ])6 prologe of ^« frere [on foff/iio, back] 

This worf i lymitowr fis noble ffrero ^ \)e prologe 

He made alway louring* cliere 
Vpon J? e somuoM?" . but* for honeste 

No v^'leyns wonl as 3it* speke be 1268 

But* at* fe last bo seide vnto fe wif 
Dame good god 3eue 30U ri3f good lyf* 
Je ban touclied here also mote I tbe 

In scole mati»re grete difficulte 1272 

Je ban seide niocbel fing* ri^t* wel I scit? 
But* dame bore as we riden by fe weie 
Vs nedef not* to speken but* of game 
And late auctoritees a goddes name 127G 

To precben and to scole eke of clergie 
But* jif it* like vnto pis companye 
I wil 30U of a somnowr telle a game 

Parde I may wel knowe by fi name 1280 

Tbat* of no somnowr may no good be seid! 
I prey J?af noon of jou be euel apeid' 
A somnowr is a romere vp and do?ni pe«f ii-j 

Wif a mendemcnt of fornicaciown 1284 

And is ibete at* euery townes ende 
OuH boost* J? 00 spak* a . sii-e 30 shuld boil bcnde 
And Curteis as man of 3our' astat* 

In company we wil no debate 1288 

Telle}) 30ure tale and lat* y somnowr be 
Nay quod J>e somnowr lat* bim say to me 
Wbat* so bim lest* . wban it* co7wmeJ) to my lott 
Be god I* sbal bym quytc euery grott 1292 

I sbal bim telle swicb a gret€ bonowr 
It* is to be a flateryng* lymytoui^ 
And eke of ful mony an ofer c^ime 

Wliich nede)> not* reliersen at* pis tyme 1 296 

And bifl office I sbal by?w telle ywis 
Oui^ booste answerdf pees no more of f is 
And afterward be seide vnto pe frere 
Telle foTp joure tale my owen maistei^ dere 1300 

^ Thus ende]? pe prologe of pe frere. 
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ORoup D. § 4. friar's TAL& Fctworth MS. 



And 
here beg^ynnej) ]>e fBreres tale. 

Whilom fer was dwelling* in my cowtre ^ Tie tale./ 
An Arcbedeken a man of hie degre 
That* boldely did execusioO 
In piinysshing* of fomicacion 1 304 

Of which craft* and eke of baiidry 
Of diffamaciofi and avoutryo 
Of chirche reues and of testamentes 
Of contractes and of lak of sac/'amentes 1308 

Of Ysuie and symonye also 
But* certes lecchours did he grettest* woo 
pei shulden syngen if J)ei were henf 
And Smale Ty there weren foule shent 1312 

If eny person wold vpon hew pleyne 
Jjep myjt* asterf him no pecunyal peyne 
ffbr smale ty^s and eke smale offringe 
He made fe pnple spitoiisly to singe 1316 

ffor er the bisshope kaujf hem wif his hoke [leaf 147, uck] 
))ei weren in pe Archedekens boke 
And J)an had he )>orowe liis lurisdictioik 
Pouer to don on hem correcciorl 1320 

lie had a somnoui^ redy to his liand 
A sclyer boye was non in engelond 
ifor sotilly he had his especiale 

That* taujt* hjm where fat* hym my3t* availe 1324 

He coade spare of lecchowrs on or twoo 
To techen hym to four and twenty^ moo [1 ms xiiiij] 

ffor ]K)n3e this somnorfr wode were as an hnrc 
To telle his harlotry I wil not* spare 1328 
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GROUP S. § 4. fbiar's tale. Fetworth MS. 

ffor we bene out* of her correccion 

J)ei ban of vs non lurisdictiofl 

Ne neuere shullen teerme of al her lyues 

Petei* 80 bene J>e wowmen of Je stewes 1332 

Quod this somnot^r ypuf out* of our cure 

Pees vrip meschaunce and wi}) misauenture 

Thus seide our boost* and laf by??! telle his tale 

Kow tellef forf and lat* fe somnour gale 1336 

Ne sparetb nou^t* niyn owne Maistei* dere 

This fals ])eef ])is somnot/r quod pe &ere 

Had alway baudes redy to bis bonde 

As eny bauke to lure in Engelonde 1340 

That* telle bim al j^e secre j^at tbei knewe 

ffor bure a-qucyntance was nat* come of newe 

f ei weren bis aprouers prively 

He toke bym silf a grete propbete ferby 1344 

His maistere knewe not* al way what* be wan 

wif-outen maundenient* of a lewde man 

He coude sowtmon vpeyn of cj'istes curs 

And pei were inly glad to fille bis purs 1348 

And made bym grete festes atte nale 

And ri^t* as Judas bad purses smale 

And was a ))eef ri^t* such a f eef was be 

His maisteH bad but* half bis dwete 1352 

He was 3if I sbal 3euene hym bis laude \i«u*i4RJ 

A tbeef and eke a somno^r ami a bawde 

He bad eke wenches of bis retenue 

That* whedere faf sir* Robcrde or sii** bwo 1356 

Or lobn or rauf or who fat* it* were 

J)at lay by hem ))ei tolde if in his eere 

Thus was fe wencbe and be of on assent* 

And be wolde foccbe a feyned maundement* 1360 

And somne hem to fe cbapitere bof twoo 

And pille pe man and laf J>e wencbe goo 

Than wold be sei frend I sbal for pi sake 

To strike pa out* of oure letters blako 1364 
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oaocr O. S 4. tuiar's talk. f c t wi Hh M& 

pe ther no moie as in ^ ens timTule 

I am ^ fi^nde ^ I ^ maj araik 

Gertejn he knewe of btibos moo 

^an poesible is to telle yM mto to/ 1368 

ffor in ^is wodd is no dogge for no bowe 

faP knowe^ and hert^ deei'. from an olde bete kowe 

ysLH yaP ^is somnoMT knewe a sly leecboNr 

Or auoutei' or clUs a pcframoui' 1 372 

And for ^ was fe frayte of al ^ rent* 

Therfore on hit* he aette al his entent* 

And so bjfelle y&V ones on a day 

This somnottr euer wayting* on his pray 1 37t» 

Eode forto somne an old wif a ribibe 

fieynyng* a cause for he wold haue a bribe 

And happed paV he sawe to-fore hym ride 

A gey 3eman vndei' a forest* side 1 380 

A bowe he liare and Arowes bri3t* and kene 

He had vpou a courtepie of grene 

An hatte vpon his hede vrip striugges bl ike 

Sire quod pis somnour. haile and wel ytike 1384 

welcome quod he and euery good felawe 

whidei' ridesf J)owe vnder fis grene woxl simwe 

Seide pis 3eman wilt* thou fer to-day 

This somiiour hym answeitl and seide nay 1 388 

Here fast* by quod he is myne entenf [iettrii»,b«ck] 

To riden for to reisen vp a rent* 

If longe]; to my lordes dewte 

Art povL pan a bailyf . ^e quod lie 1302 

He durste not* for verrey filpe and shime 

Say )>at* he was a somnot/r for pe name 

Depar-dieux quod f is jeman dere brof v«i^ 

)k)U art* a buillif and I am ano^ei' 1 39G 

I am vnknoweu as in ])i8 centre 

Of J)ine aquoyntaflce I wil pn»y po 

And eke of bre))erhede if paV j^ou lo^f 

I hano gold and siluoi^ in my chest* 1 iOO 
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oBoup D. § 4. fbiab's tale. Petworth MS. 

jif ])at;* pe happed come into our shire 

Al shal be ))ine rijt* as ])0u wold desire 

Grawnte mercy quod pis somnour by my feife 

Euerecfi in oj^eres honde his trouj^e leife 1404 

ITor to be swore brej^eren to pel dye 

And wi)> pa.V word pei ride forf her wey 

This somnour wi]) ))at* was as ful of langles 

As ful of venyme befl J^ise wary angles 1408 

And euer enquiring* vpon euery pinge 

BroJ)er quod he whei' ia jour dwellinge 

AnoJ)er day if I shuldf jou secho 

))is jeman liim answerdf in soft^ spech 1412 

Bro))er quod he ferre in fe north contre 

Whei' as I hope somtyme I shal fe See 

Or we departe I shal pe so wel wisse 

|)at* of myn hous shalf po\x neuere mysse 1416 

Kow broJ)ere quod pia somuowr I 30U pray 

Teche me while we riden by fe waye 

Sip ))af je bene a balif as am I 

So;7ime subtilite telle me feij^fully 1420 

In myn ofl&ce howe J)af I may most wynne 

And spare)) not* for conscience ne synne 

But* as my bro))ere telle me howe doo je . 

Kowe by my treu))e brofere dere seide he 1424 

As I shal tellen pe a fei])ful tale [iMn49j 

My wages be ful streit* and smale 

My lorde is hard! to me and daungerous 

And myn office ful laborous 1428 

And J)erfore by extorcions y lyue 

ffor soj) I [take] al fat* men wil me jeue 

Algate by scleyghf or violence 

ffrom jeer to jeer I wynne al my dispence 1432 

I can no better tellen feiffully 

]S'ow certes quod p\a somnoi/r so fare I 

I spare not* to take god if wote 

liiif jif it* be to hevy or to bote 143G 
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GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Petworth JI8. 

What" I may gete in counseile piiveily 

No manei' coiiscience of ^at* haue I 

Net myn extorciofi I myjt* not* lyuen 

Of sucha lapes nyl I not* be shryuen 1440 

Stomake . ne for conscience ne knowe I nofi 

I schiewe ^ise shrift* faders euerechon 

Wei ben we mette by god and by seint* lame 

But* leue biojKsr telle me jMtn pi name 1 444: 

Quo)> pis somnofir in )>is mene while 

pis 3eman gan a litel forto smyle 

Bio]>er quod he wiltow faf I pe telle 

I am a feende my dwellyng* is in helle 1 448 

And here I ride abonte my pwrchasing* 

To wete where men wollen 3eue me eny fing* 

My ptirchace is to fette of aH my rent* 

Loke how J>ou ridesf for J>e same entent* 1452 

To Wynne good fou recchest* not* howe 

Ri3f so fare I for ride wold I nowe 

Vnto pe worldes eende for a preye 

A quod ^is Bomnour benadicite what* 3e scio 1456 

I wende je were a 3eman trewly 

3e ban a mannes shappe as wel as I 

Han 30 a figure yan determynate 

In lielle ]>er 30 bene in 302ir estate 146Q 

Nay cerieynly quo^ he J>ere haue wc noon iieaf 149, i»ck] 

£uf whan ys likep we can take vs oon 

Or ellis make 30U seme we bene shape 

Somityme a man or like an ape 14G4 

Or like an aungel can I ride or goo 

If is no wondei' ])ing* pou^e it* be so 

A lousy logelour can desceyue pe 

And parde 3if can I more craft* ))an he 1 408 

Why quo^ Jis somnotir ride 3e )>an or gou 

In sondiy shappe and not* alway in oon 

ffor we quod he wil vs in such forme make 

As most* able is our praies forto take 1472 
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GROUP B. § 4. friar's tale. Petworth M8. 

"What* make]) jou to hau al pin labour 
fful mony a cause leeue sir* somnoz/r 
Seide fis feende but* al fing* ha)) tyme 
The day is shoif and if is passed p>-ime 1 476 

And 3if ne wanne I no ]>inge in ]>is day 
I wil entende to wynnyng* jif I may 
And naf entende our wittes to declare 
ffor broJ)er myne pi witte is alto bare 1480 

To vnderstonde J)0U3e I tolde hem pe 
But* for J>owe askesf whi labow/x^n we 
ffor somtyme be we goddes instnimentc* 
And menes to do his comaimdementes 1484 

Whan ))af him list* vpon his creatures 
In dyuers actes and in dyuers ^giti'es 
W?t/iK)uten hym we han no myjt* certeyn) 
3if J>af him list* to stK)nden per ajein 1488 

And some tyme at* oui* pray han we leue 
Only pe body and nat* pe soule gieue 
Witnesse on lob whom fat* we diden woo 
And somtyme han we myjf of boJ)[e] two 1492 

piB is to seyn of sonle and body eke 
And somtyme we bene suffered forto seke 
Vpon a man and do his soule vnresf 
And nat* his body and al is for pe best* 1496 

Whan he w/tAstondef our temptacioii [Uitf is»j 

It* is a cause of [his] saluacion 
Al be it* J)at* if was not* our entent* 

He shulde be sauf but* J)at* we wold hym hent* 1500 

And somtyme be we seruawntes vnto man 
As fcj erchbisshope seint* dunstan 
And to pe appostels se^Tiawnte was I 
3it* telle]) me quod pe somnot^r fei))fully 1504 

Make ^e ^ou ncwe bodies J)us alway 
Of elementz pe feende answerdf nay 
Somme tyme we feyne and somtyme we arise 
AVi)) dede bodies in ful sondry wise 1508 
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GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Petworth MS. 

And speke as resonably and faire wcH 

As to )>e Phitonessa . did samueH 

And 3if wil somme men say it* was not* lie 

I doo no fore of joure dyvynite 1512 

But* oon J>ing* wame I }>e I wil not* Tape 

Thow Avilt* algates witte howe we be shape 

J)ou shalt* here afterward? my broker dei-e 

Come per pe nedej) nat* of me to lere 1516 

ffor foil shalf be j)ine owne experience 

Come into pe Chaierc rede fis sentence 

Bette pan viigil while he was a lyue 

Or Dante also now laf vs ride blyuo 1520 

fFor I wil hold company wij? pe 

Til it* be so paV fou foreake me 

Nay quod piB somno?o* fat* shal not* beti(l<i 

I am a ^eman knowe is fiU wide 1524 

Mi trou|>e wil I holde to pe as in fis cas 

ffor ]>ei ^u were pe deuel Satlmnas 

My trou)>e Avil I holde to my broJ)^?r 

As I am sworn and eche of vs to ofei^ 1528 

ffor to be trewe bro}>er in pis caas 

And broJ>er we goon to our purchas 

Take Jou f i parte what* men wil fc ^eue 

And I shal myne pua may we bo))[c] lyiie 1532 

And jif Jaf eny of vs haue more ))an opere [leaf iso, back] 

Laf him be trewe and part* it* wiili his bro)>^;' 

I grounte quod pe deuel be my fay 

And wij) J>af word Jei ryden forth her way 1530 

And ri^f at* pe enteringe of pe townes ende 

To which pe sompnowr shope hym for to wenHe 

J>ei sey a cart* J>af charged was wif hay 

Whicll J»t* a carter droof* for J) on his way 1540 

Depe was pe way for which pe carte stoode 

This Carter smote and stroof as he were wooile 

Haite broke haite scottc what* spare we for p* stonys 

pe feende quod he 30U fecche boJ> body and Ix^nys 15 U 
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GROUP B. § 4. FRiAH'ti TALE. Potworth MS* 

As feiforjjly as ouore were 30 foled/ 

So moche woo as I haue for 30U tlioled 

])e deuel haue aii bo]) hors and carte attd hay 

]>ou3t< this somnot/r here shul we haue a play 1548 

And nere ]>e feende he drouje as nau3t* ne were 

fful priueyly and rouned in his eero 

Harken my brofer hcrkcn be fi feij) 

Herostow nat* ho we pe carter seij) 1552 

Henf if anoik for he hap 3euen ))e 

Do)) hey and carte and eke his caples ]>re 

Nay quod fe deuel god wote neucr a dele 

If is^nof his cntcnf tnisf me wele 1556 

Aske hym ]>i silf 3if ])ou nof trestest mo 

Or ellis stinf a while and pon shalt Se 

This Carter thakkcd his hors on ^e croupe 

And J)ei bygonne to drowe and to stoupe 1560 

Haite nowe quod he ]>af Ihe^u crisf jou blisse 

And al his bond werk boj) more and lesse 

That was wel twite myn owne lyarde boy 

I prey god saue fe and seinf loye 1564 

Now is my carte ouf of pe sclougti pa^tie 

lo broff^r quod J>e feend . ajid whaf toldf I Je 

Here may 3e se myne owne dere brojw?-© 

J)e Carle spak* 00 ])inge buf he pou^V sxioper 1568 

laf Ys go for)) abouten our viage p«if »i] 

Hero Wynne I no J^inge vpon cariage 

Whan faf fei co/wmcn somwhaf ouf of y town 

This somno7/r to his bro])er gan to rot/n 1572 

Di-ofer quod he here wo/mej) an olde rebekke 

]paf had almosf as loef to lese her nekke 

As forto 3eue a peny of hire good . 

I wil haue x^. pans pon^e ))af she be wode 1576 

Or I wil somne hure to our office 

And 3if good woote of hure knowe I no vice 

Buf for ])ou cansf naf as in J^is contree 

Wynne fi cosf take here ensample of. me 1 .'>80 
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GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Petworth MS. 

This somnotir knokke]) at* j>e wydous gate 

Come out* be seide ])0u olde viritate 

I trowe J>ou hast* somrTie frere or preest vriUi pe 

Who clappeth J>er seide pis wif b^nedicite 1584 

God saue 30U sii' what* is ^oure swete wille 

I haiie quod he to somne pc here a bille 

Vp peyne of cnrsinge loke pat* pou be 

To-morowe by-fom our Archedeken kne 1588 

To answere to pe courte of certeyii pingges 

Now lord quod she cjist* Ihe^u king* of kiiigges 

So wisly helpe me as I ne may 

I haue be sik* and pat* ful mony a day 1592 

I may not* goo so feiTe quod she ne ride 

But* I be dede so prickep it* in my side 

May I not* axe a libeii Sir' somnowr 

And answere pere by my procurator r 1596 

To suche a pinge as men wolden opposen me 

Jis quop this somnoui^ pay anon late See 

xy penys to me and I wil pe aquite 

I shal no profit* ban perby but lite 1600 

My maister hap pe prophete and nat I 

Come and lat* me riden hastely 

3eue me .xy pans I may no longer tar}'o 

xy, quod she lady seinte Marye 1 G04 

So wisly helpe [me] out* of care and synuc [leaf isi, uack] 

J)is wide world pou^e I shuld it* wynnc 

Ke haue I not* xij pens wip-in my holdc 

3e knowe wel pat* I am poor and olde 1 G08 

Kith(; ^oure almesse on mc poor wrccch^' 

nay pan quop he pe foule fcndc me fcccli^* 

3if I pe ejccuse pou3e pou shulde be spilt* 

Alias quod she god wote I haue no gilf 1612 

Pay me quod he or by the swete Aniic 

As I wil bero away pi newe panne 

ffor dette which pou owest* mc of olde 

Whan pat* pou made pine husbond kukwold 1616 
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I paide at* home for pi correctiofl 
\)o\i lixte quod she be my saluacioii 
Ne was I neuere or nowe widowe ne wiff* 
Somned vnlo jourc courte in al my lifF 1620 

Kg neuere I nas but* of my body trewe 
Vnto po deuel blake & rowe of hwe 
Jeue I fi body and my panne also 

And whan pe deuel henJ her curse soo / 1624 

Vjion her knees he seide in J)is manera 
Now mabely niyfi owne modere dcre 
Is fis 3ou[r] wiH in ernest* pSiV je seye 
pa deuel quod she fette hym er he deye 1628 

And pan and al but* he wil hym repent* 
]Xay olde stott Jaf is nof myn entente 
(^uod J)is somnowr for to repente me 

llbr eny J)ing< faf I haue had of fe 1632 

1 woldf I had fi smokke and euery clo])e 
Xowe brofer quod pc deuel be not* wroth 
J>i body and J)is panne is myn by ri3f 
J)ou shalt* wif me to helle 3it to-nyjt* 1636 

Where fou shalf knowe of oui^ pnuete 
!More pan a maister of diuinite 
And wif paV woixl J)is foide fende hym hcnt* 
I$ody and suule he w/t// pa deuel wenf 1640 

"NVher J)at* somnoj/^-s han her heritage [leaf lai] 

And god fat* made aftei^ his ymage 
!^^an-kinde saue and gyde vs al and some 
And lene J)is somnowr good man to by come 1644 

Lonlingge/? I couj^e han toldf 30U quod pis frero 
Had I had leisere for ))is somnour here 
Aftere pe text* . crist . paule a7id lohn 
And of oure opere docto?/rs mony on 1648 

Which peynes faf 30U1* hertes myjfr agr/se 
Al 1)0 if so no tunge may deuise 
J)0U3e fat* I my3f a 'Mt. wyntei' telle 
Je pt»ynes of filk^ ci/rsed hous of helle 1652 
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GROUP D. § 4. friar's tale. Petworth |CS. 

But* forto kepe vs from fat* cursed place 

Wakef and preieth Ilie/m for his grace 

So kepe ts fro ])e teniptoi/r sathanas 

Herkene]) ^is wordf be]> war^ as in ]>/s cas 1656 

fe lyon sitte in his awaite alway 

To sclee fe Innocent* jif faf he may . 

Dispose]) ay jonr^ hertes to wijistondf 

^e fende ])at* }oii wold make ])ral and bondl 1660 

He may not* tempten jou oucr joui* myjt* 

ffor cnst wil be joure champiofi and kny3f 

And preie]) ])af fvi somnour hym repenf 

Of his mysdede er J«f ]»e fende hym hent* 1664 

IT Thui ende> ])e frere his tale . 
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f And here bygyime]> }e prologe of p^ Bomnour ion t/iss} 

This Qomnour in liis stirop lii^e stode f ))e prologs 

Vpon j)is frere his hertc was so wode 
fat* like an aspen leef ho quoke for Ire 
Lordingges quod he but* oo J)inge I desire 1G68 

I jou biseche ]?at* of joiii^ curtcsie 
Sifens 30 han herde this fals frcro lye 
As suffre me I may a tale telle 

J)is frere boosteth J>at* he knowej) helle 1672 

And god woote if is litel wondere 
fireres and feendes bene but* lite asonre 
ifor pa;'de 30 han oft* tymc herd telle [leaf ij*.^"*^^] 

How J)at* a frere rauysshcd was in hello 1G7G 

In sj^irit* ones by A visiozm 
And as an aiingcl lad him vp Ss down 
To shcwen him the pcyncs j)at* fer were 
In aH pe place scgh he not* a frere 1 G80 

(Jf ofer folk* he segh ynow in woo 
Vnto fis aungel speke fe frere )>oo 
Nowe sir<^ quod ho han freres suclu; g/*«ce 
J)af noon of hem shal come to J)is place 1<»{S4 

3is quo)) )>is aungel mony a mylio/m 
And vnto Sathanas he lad hym do?ni 
And now lia)) sathanas seij) lie a tale 
Bnuldei^ J)an of ]?c Carike is a saile I(»;^8 

hold vp fi taile j)ou sathanas qiiod he 
Showe for)) J)ine ers and lat* fe frere sec 
Wher is fe nest* of freres in ))is place 
And er fan half a forlonge woy of space 1092 
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Kyjf as been swcrnicn out* of an hy ve 

Out* of fe deuels era J)ei gon drive 

xx^. thousand freres on a route 

And ]>oughf helle swarme al ahoute 1696 

And commen a^ein as fast* as pei mowe goii 

And in his ers pei crepten eu^echoii 

He clapte his taile a3ein and lay stills 

This ^re whan he loked had his fillo 1 700 

Vpon Jise turmentz of fis sory place 

His spiiet* god restored of his g?*aco 

Ynto his body a3ein and he awoke 

But* na^elees for fere jit* he quoke 1704 

So was pe deueles ers ay in his mynde 

wliich is his heritage of vcrrey kinde 

God saue you alle saue ))is cursed frere 

My prologe wil I ende in Jis manere 1708 

f Thui ende]> ^e prologe of }e somnoz/r 
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SIX-TEXT 385 

GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Petworth M8. 



And here bygyime]) }e somnour tale 

LOrdyngges Jer/ is in york-8hii*e as I gesso [leaf iss] 

A mershy contray called holdemesse 
In which fere went* a lymitow/' abouto 
To preche and eke to begge iV is no doiite 1712 

And so byfelle fat* on a day fis frere 
Had preched attc chircfi in fis manere 
And specialy abouen eiiery ))inge 

Excited he pe puple in his prechinge 1716 

To trentales and [to jeue] for goddis sake 
Therwij) men myjte holy howses make 
Ther as dyuyne seruyse is honoured 
Noujt* Jjere as it* is waasted and deuoured -1720 

Ne J)ere it* nedef not* forto be jeue 
As to possessoures fat* may ellis lyue 
Tlionked be god in wele and habimda?/nce 
Trentales seide he delyueref fi*o penaz/nce 1724 

Her frendes soules as wel olde as yongc 
Jif fat* fei bene hastely ysonge 
Noujf forto holde a preeat* loly and gay 
He syngef not* but* oon masse on a day 1728 

DelyuoreJ) out* quod he anofl f e soules 
iful har(i it* is wif flesshhoke eifer w/t/e oidys 
Nul spede jou hastely for c^-istes sake 1732 

To kepe 30U from peynes of fendes blake 1731 

And whan pe frere had seide al his entente 
Wit^ qui cnm pa/re forf he wente 
Whan folk in chirche had ^eue hym what* hern l«*st 
He went* his way no longer wold' he vest* 1736 
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SIX-TEXT 386 

GROUP D. § 6. SUMMON cr's TALE. Petworth MS. 

Wi]> scrippe and tipped staf tukked ful hie 

In euery hous he gan to pore and prie 

And begge^ mele or chese or ellis corft 

His felawe had a staf tipped wi]> horil 1 740 

A paiie of tables of yuorie 

And a poyntel polsshed fetisly 

And w[r]ote alway pe names per he stode 

And alle folk )>af jaue hym eny goode 1744 

Ascaunce as he wold for hem preyo nnf 133, udc] 

3if YS a busshel whete . malt* or roye 

A goddys kechil or a trippe of chose 

A bosshel malt* or ellis of peese 1 748 

A goddys half peny or a masse penyo 

Or jeue vs of joure [bran] jif ye haue enye 

A dagon of 30ur blanket* leue dame 

Our snster deer loo here I write 30ur' name 1752 

Bacon or beef or such |)inge as ^e finde 

A sturdy harlot* went* alway behinde 

^at was her hoostes man and here a sak* 

And what* men jaue hjm leidc it* on his Ixik* 1 75G 

And whan he was out* of pe door anofl 

He pleyned away [])e] names euerechoii 

))at* he bifom had writen in his tables 

He serued piem] wif nyfels and wij) fables 1760 

Nay per-JsL J>u lixt* somnour q^^od po fren^ 

Pes quod oure boost* for cristes m<Klere dei-e 

Tulle for^ pi tale and spare it* not* at aH 

ffor hym ne for noon opcf-e what so faH 1704 

So longe he went* hous by hous til he 

Come to an hous )>cr he was wont* to be 

Refresshed more ^an in an .0. places 

• 

Seke lay pe good man J)at* of the place es / • 1 768 

Bedred vpon a couche lowe he lay 

Deus hie quod he . o tbomas fremlc good day 

»Seide pia frere curtesly and soft* 

Thomas god jceld jou wel oft 1772 
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GROUP B. § 6. suMMOXEu's TALE. Fetworth MS. 

Haue I vpon fis benche faren ful wele 

Here haue I eten mony a mery melo 

And from pe benche he droof away )>** catt* 

And leide a doune his potenf ajid his hatf 177G 

And eke his scripte and sette hym soft adoz^n 

His felawe was go walked in to pe town 

IforJ) wij) his knaue into fat* hostelerye 

Where as he shope hyni filke ny^f to lye 1 780 

dere Maistei' quod fis sike man peaf isjj 
How haue 3e farn sif faf march bygan 

1 segh jou noujf fis fourteny3f day and more 

God wote quod he labowred haue I ful sore 1784 

And specialy for pi salaacion 

Haue I seide mony a precious orison 

And for our ofer frendes god hem blesse 

I haue fis day ben af ^our chirch at messe 1788 

And seide a sermon after* my symple witto 

Nof al aftere fe text* of holy writto 

ffor if is hardf to 30U as I suppose 

And ferfore I wil techo 30U al fe glose 1792 

Glosinge is glorious fing* certeyii 

ffor letters slef so as we clerkes seyii 

There haue I taught* hcwi to be charitable 

And spende her good fer it* is resonable 179G 

And per I seghe our dame a where is she 

Jondere in pe 3erde I trowe she be 

Saide fis man and she wil come anon 

Ey maistei' welcome Ijc 30 be soint' lohu 1800 

Seide fis wifT how fare 3c liertcly 

Tliis frere risef vp wel curteisly 

And hurc cnbrasej) in his armes narowe 

And kissef hure swetely and chirkef as a sparowo 1804 

WiJ) his lippes . dame quod he ri3t* wel 

As he fat* is 30U1' eeruaunto eucry dcH 

Thonked be god fat* 30U 3af soule and lilf 

3it* sey I not* f is day so faire a wiff 1808 
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SIX-TEXT 388 

GROUP D. § 6. suxmoxer's tale. Petworth M8. 

In al )>e churcbe god so sauc me 

3e god amende sH fautes sii' quod she 

Algates welcome be ^e by my fay 

Giaonf mercy dame ])is haue I fonde alway 1812 

I»at* of joure grete goodnesse be ^our leue 

I wold prey 30a y&if je nold not* greue 

I wil wi^ tbomas speke a litel throwe 

Thise CuratotirB bene ful necligent* and solo we 1816 

To grope tenderly a conscience c:»f isi.back] 

In shrifl;' in preching* is my diligence 

And stody in peter wordes and poiiles 

I waike and fisshe cristen me/inys soules 1820 

To jeelde Ihera his propre rent* 

To speke his wordes is al myn entent* 

Nowe by ^onre feif dere maistei' qwodf she 

Chide^ him wel for seint^ tnnite 182-4 

He is as angry as a pisse myre 

Jyouje ^t* he haue al ])af he can desire 

^u^e I wrie hym on nyjt* arid make hywi warnie 

And on hym lay my legge or myn arme 1828 

He grone]) lich oure boor pat lioj) in fe stic 

Ofer disport* of him non haue I 

I may not* plese him in no mancre cas 

Thomas leo vous dye . thomc/s thomas 1832 
This make]) pe fende this wil be amendiKl . 

Ire is a )>inge fat/ hie god ha|) defended 

And J)e>X)f wil I speke a woixJ or twoo 

Now maist^ quof Jh) wif or fat* I goo 1 836 

"What* wil je dyne I wil goo J)f raboute 

Now dame quo^ he leo vous dye sanz douie 

haue I of a Capon nou^t* but fe lyuere 

And of jpure softe brede bufa shyuere 1840 

And afbere ])af a rosted pigges hede 

Bat* ^t* I nolde for me no beest* were dcde 

))an had I vnp 30U homely suffisaunce 

1 am a man of litel sustynaunce 18-14 
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SIX-TEXT 389 

GRouF S. § 6. summoner's TALE. Potworth M8. 

My spirit hap [his] fostring* in pe bihle 
fe body is ay so redy aiid so penyble 
To wake fat* my stomak* is destroied 
I prei jou dame be ^e noujf anoyed 1848 

Jjouje I frendly to 3011 my counsail sliewo 
By god I noldf not telle if if buf a fevve 
JS'owe sire q?^odf she buf 00 word? er je goo 
My childe is dede wit// -in J^ise wekos twoo 1852 

Sone after* Jat* je wenten out* of pis toun pear 155] 

His dej) I segh by reuelaciot^n 
Seide ))is frere at* home in our dorto?<r 
I dar wel seyfl er fat* half an houre 185G 

Aftere his def I segh hym bom to blisse 
In myn avision god me so wis 
So dyd our Sexten and our fermerertf 
fat* ban bene trewe freres .1. 3ere 18G0 

f ei may now god byfonke of his lone 
Maken hir luble and walken alone 
And vp I aroos and aH our couent* eke 
Wif mony a tere trilling* vpon our cheko 1864 

Wif-oute noys of clateryng* of bellys 
Te deum . was our songe and no f ing* ellys 
8aue fat* to crist I seide an orison 

Thonkinge hym of my reuelacioft 18(58 

ffor sir* and dame trestef me ri^t* wol 
Our orisons bene more effectueH 
And more we seen of cristes secre f inggos 
J3an borel folk^ or fou^e fei were kingges 1872 

We lyue in pouerte and in abstinence 
And biirel folk* in ricchesse and in di8j>ence 
In mete and drink* and her foule delite 
We ban fis worldly lust* al in dispite 187<) 

H Lazanis and Diuos . liveden dyu^>*sly 
And dyuers guard on had fei ferby 
Who so wil prey most fast and be clene 
And fat* his soiile an<l make his body lene 1880 
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GROUP D. § 6. 8riiiioxER*s TALE. PetwoFth MS. 

We faren as 8ei)> fe apostel . clo)>e ami fode 

Suffi8e)> YS ]K>i]3e pei be not* ful goode 

The clannes and ye hsting^ of ys freres 

Make)> )»af crUte accepte)> our preieres 1884 

Loo Moyses fourty dales and fourty nyjt* 

ffast* or ye hie god of myjt* 

Spak* vriy him in )>e Mount* synay 

Wiy empty woombe of fasting^ mony a day 1888 

Kesceyued he ye law fat* was writen/ :i<!«fi55,biwk] 

wij goddys fyngere and hely wil ^e witen 

In mount* Oreb er he had eny speche 

Wiy hie god ^t* is our saules leche 1892 

he fast* longe and was in contemplance 

Aaron )>at* had ye temple in gouema/znce 

And eke ye oyer preestes euerechofi 

Into ye temple whan yti shuld gou 1896 

To prey for f e puple and to do seruise 

^i nold drinke in no manere wise 

No drink* which (at* hem dronke myjt* make 

But* Jer in abstinence prey and wake 1 900 

lost ]>at* yei diden take hede what* I sayo 

But* ^1 be sobre )>at* for ye puple praye 

war ]»at* I seie no more for it* 8uffise)> / 

Our lorde Ihemi as holy writte deuysef 1904 

3af YS ensample of fastinge atid preiers 

Therfore we mendenaf/ntz we sely freres 

Be wedde to pouerte and contynence 

To charite humblenesse and abstinence 1908 

To persecucyon for ri^twisnesse 

To wcpinge misericord and clennesse 

And Jerfore may je see fat* our preiers 

I speke of ys we mendenat/ntz we freres 1912 

Bene to ye hie god more acceptable 

fan joures w/t/r fc fcst* at* f e table 

ffoT pa/tuiis first* if I shal not* lye 

was man outchased for his glotenye 1 9 1 (5 
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GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Petworth MS. 

And chaast* man was in paradis certeyn 

But* harken nowe Thomas wha[t] I wil seyn) 

I haue no tixte f erof as I suppose 

But* I shal fynde if in a mane?'e glose 1920 

That* specialy our lordc swete Ihestis 

Spake by freres whan he seide Jus 

Blessed bo fei f af poor in spirite be 

And 80 forf al fe gospel may je se 1924 

Whei* if be like our professiofi [loftfiscj 

Or her f af swymmen in possessiofi 

ffye on hei* pompe and on her glotenye 

And on her lewdenesse I ham defie 1928 

Me f enkef f ei ben like louynyan 

ffatte as a whale and walking* as a swan 

Al vinolent* as f e betel in f e spence 

Her preier is of ful grcte reuerence 1932 

Whan f ei for soules seyn f e Psalrae of davyd 

lo bof fei seyn Cor meum enictauit* 

Who folowej cristes gospel and his lore 

But* we fat* humyle ben and chast* and pore 1936 

Worchers of goddis word [not] auditon/'s 

Jerfore ri3t* as an hawke vp at* a sours 

Vp springe]) into f e eire . so preiers 

And charitable chastite of bysy freres 1940 

Making* her soures to goddes eren too 

Thomas rijf so as mote I ride or goo 

And by fat* lord fat* cleped was seynt yve 

Ner fowe our brofer fou shuldest* not thryve 1944 

In oure Chapitle prey we day and ny^t* 

To crist* fat* he f e sende hele and my^t* 

Thi body forto weldon hastely 

God wote quof he no f ing* ferof fele I 1948 

As helpe crist* as I haue in fewe jercs 

Spended vpon mony dyuers freres 

Wei mony a pounde 3it* fare I ne fe bette 

Certoyn my good is almost* be-sette 1052 
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GROUP D. § 6. 8UMM0NER*S TALE. PotWOrth MS. 

ffare wele my good for it* is almosf agoo 

pe frere answeid o Thomas dost* )>ou so 

What* nede)> jou diuers freres seche 

What* nede)> hym )>at* ha)> a perfit* leche 1 956 

To sechen ofer leches in pe toun 

^our inconstafice is ^our confusion 

Holde je me fan or ellis our couent* 

To prey for 30U ben insufficient* 1 9 GO 

Tho?was Jjat* lape is not* wor)> a myte [leaf iso, i«ckj 

3oure Maladie is for we haue to lite 

A 3eue fat* Couent* half a quarter otys 

A jeue fat* Couent* /our and twenti^ grotys [» ms xxiiu"] 1964 

A 3eue fat* frere a peny and lat* hym goo 

Nay nay thomas it* may no fing* be so 

What* is a ferf ing* parted in twelve 

Lo eche fing* is counted in hy?^ selue 1968 

Is more stronge whan it* is so sclatered . 

Thomas of me f ou shalt* not* be flatered / 

Jjou woldest* haue our labour al for nou^t* 

fe hie god fat* al fis worlcJ haf wrou3t* 1972 

Seif fat* f e werkman is worf i his hire 

Thomas noujt* for ^oure tresowr I desire 

As for my silf but* fat* al our Couent 

To prey for 30U is al our diligent* 1 976 

And forto beelden cristes owne chirche 

Thomas if je wil leme forto wirch^ 

Of beeldinge vp of churches may ^e finde 

If it be good in Thomas lif of ynde 1980 

3e ligge here ful of anger and of yre 

wif which f e deuel sette ^our hert* on fire 

And chiden here fis holy Innocent* 

3our wif fat* is so meke and pacient* 1984 

And f erfore trow me jif 30U list* 

Ne strive not* wif f i wif as for fe best* 

And here fis word away now by f i feif 

Touchinge such f ing* lo what* f c wise man soif 1 988 
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GROUP D. § 6. suM^toNEu's TALE. Petwoith MS. 

WiJ-Inne Jji lious ne be pou no lyofl 

To Jji sogettes do Jou noon opressiofi 

Ne make ]70u nat* ])ine aqueyntaunce forto fie 

And jit* Thomas eftsones charge I ]>e 1992 

l>e ware of yre J»t* in fi bosom slepejj 

"vvare fe for the serpent* fat* so sclily crepe)) 

vnder f e gras and stynge)> sotilly 

Be war ray sone and harken paciently 1996 

That xx" fousand men han lost* her lyues [leaf 157] 

ffor stryuyng* yritJt her lemmanes and hov wyues 

Kow sij) 36 han so holy meke a wif 

What* nedej) jou thomas to make strif 2000 

Ther nys iwis no serpent* so cruel 

Whan men treden on his tale ne half so feH 

As a womman is whan she ha]> kau3t* an Ire 

Vengeaunce is Jjan al )>at* f ei desire 2004 

Ire is an synne oon pe grete of seuene 

Abhominable vnto god in heuene 

And to hym self it* is distruccioii 

Thus euery lewde vicar or parson 2008 

Can seie how Ire engendres homic[id]e 

Ire is in sof executoMr of pride 

I coude of Ire seie so mochel sorowe 

My tale shuld last* vnto to-morowe 2012 

And ))erfore I pre! god bof day and ny^t* 

An yrous man god sent* hym litel my^t* 

It is grete harme and eke gret* pite 

To sette an yrous man in hie degre 201 6 

If Whilom per was an yrous potestate 

As seip senek ]7at* during* his estate 

Vpon a day oute riden knyjtes twoo 

And as fortune wolde it* shidd be so/ 2020 

fat* oon of hem come home fat* opere nou3t* 

Anofi f e knyjf byfore pe luge was brou^f 

fat* saide f us f ou hast* f i felawe sclayn 

flbr which I derae fe to def certeyfi 2024 
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GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Petworth MS. 

And to an o)>er kny3f commanded he 

Go lede him to dejje I charge f e 

And happed as pei went* hy pe way 

Toward f e place f er he shulc) day 2028 

Je knyjt* come which men wende had ben dedo 

Jan ])ou}f f ei it* was Je best* rede 

To lede hem boj to J)e luge agayfi 

^i seiden lord Jje knyjf nys not* slayfl 2032 

His felawe here he stant* hool a lyuo [kaf isy.biMrki 

He shal be dede quod he so mot* I thryue 

Jat* is to seyn bojj on two and pre 

And Jjoo to J)e first* knyjf ri3f f us spoke ho 2036 

I dampne pe pe most* algate be dede 

And ))ou also most* nedes lese )>ine hede 

fibr J)ou art* cause of J)i felawes deje 

And to J>e thridde^ knyjte Jus he seif e [• ms ly.] 2040 

Thou hast* not* done fat* I commaunded pa 

And Jus he did hem sleen al Jre 

IF Irons Cambises was eke dronkenlewe 

And ay delited him to bene a shrewe 2044 

And so byfelle a lorde and his mayne 

That* loued vertuous moralite 

Seide vpon a day bitwix hem two ri^t* Jus 

A lorde is lost* if he be viciiis 2048 

And dronkenesse eke is a foule record 

Of eny man and namely in a lord 

Jer is wel mony an yre and mony an ere 

In waytinge and he note where 2052 

ffor goddes [loue] drynkej more attemp^raly 

"Wyne makej a man to lesen wrecchedly 

his mynde and his lymes euerechofi 

Je reuerce shalt* Jou see quod he anon 2056 

And preue it* by Jine [owne] experience 

That* wyne ne doj to folk nofl such offence 

Jer nys no wyne byreuej me my my^if 

of honde ne of foote ne of myn eye sight* 2060 
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GROUP D. § 6. summoner's tale. Petworth MS. 

And for despite he dronke mochel more 

An .C. part* ))an he had don byfore 

And ri3t* anon Jjis yrous cursed wreche 

lete )>ise knyjtes sones to-fore hym fecche 2064 

Comaundyug* hem pei shnld to-fore hyT?^ stonde 

And sodeynly he toke his bowe on honde 

And vp the strenge he pulled to his ere 

And "wij an arowe he sclowe y childe ri3t* fere . 2068 

Nowe whef er^ haue I a siker hone) or nofi peaf i58j 

Quod he is al my myjf and mynde agofi 

Ha)> wyne byreued me myn eye si^f 

What* shuld I telle answere of f e kny^t* 2072 

His sone was sclayn )>er nys no more to say 

Be ware Jerfor wij) lordes howe 30 play 

Syng* Placebo and I shal 3if I can 

Buf if it* be to a poor man 2076 

To poor man shuld he his vices telle 

But not* to a Ion) )>ough he shuld goo to helle 

Lo Irons Arus ))ilk* Percian 

how he distroied f e Eyuer of gysan 2080 

ffor )>af an hors of his was dreynt* per Inne 

Whan he went* babilonye to wynne 

He made ))at* pe Eyuer was so smal 

)>at* as men my3t* passed ouer al 2084 

lo )>at* he so wel teche can 

Ne be 30 no felawe to non yrous man 

Ne wip no woode man Jat* walke)) by Je way 

lasse pe repent* I wil no fer^re say 2088 

Now Thomas leue brof er leue pine Ire 

)>ou shalf me fynde as luste as is a squyere 

Hold not* pe deuels knyf ay in pine herte 

Thyne anger do]) pe slio sore smerte 2092 

Buf shewe it* me al )>i confossiofl 

Nay quod pe sik man by seint* Symeofi 

I haue be shrive piB day at* my curate 

I haue tolde hym alholy myne astate 2096 
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GROUP D. § 6. suMMONER*s TALE. Petworth MS. 

If nedef no more to speke of it* seid he 

But* if me list* of myne humilite 

Jeue me fan of 30iire gold to make our cloistei* 

Quod he for mony a muscle and mony an oystei* 2100 

Whan ofer men han bene ful wel at ese 

Haf bene our fode our^ cloistei' forto rese 

And god wote vnnef J)e foundement* 

Pcrfot/rmed is and of our payvement 2104 

Is nou^t a tyle wij>-lnne our* wonys [Waf iss, bock] 

By god we owen xl pounde for stonys 

Now helpe Thomas for hym fat* harowed helle 

ffor ellis mote we our bokes selle 2108 

And ^if 30U lakke our predicaciofi 

Than gof fis world al to distrucciofi 

ifor who so wold from fis world vs byreue 

So god me saue thomas by joure leue 2112 

He wolde byreue out* of pe world J>e sonne 

ffor who can techen and worchen as we konue 

And fat* is noujt* of litel tyme quod he 

But sif Elie was or Elise 2116 

Han freres be fat* fynde I of record 

In charite f on-kidde be out* lord 

Now thomas [helpe vs] for seint* charite 

Haue done anofi he sette hym on his kne 2120 

This sik man wex nye woode for Ire 

He wolde fat* f e &ere had be a fire 

Wif his fals dissimulacioil 

Such fing* as is in my possession 2124 

Quof he fat* may I 3eue and non of ere 

je sein me thus hou fat* I am joui' brof ^e 

30 certes quof f is frere trustef wel 

I toke our dame fe lett^ of our seel 2128 

Nowe quof he wel and somwhat* shal I 3eue 

Vnto 30ure holy Couent* while I lyve 

And in fine honde fou shalt* it haue anon 

Yp fis condicioft and ofer noil 2132 

.^FJtXWORTH 833 (O-T. 390) 



'v) . 
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GROUP D. § 6. buhmoner's tale. Petworth MS. 

That* J)OU departe it* so my dere hroper 

pat* euery frere haue as mocti as oper 

This shalt* foil swere on yi profession 

WiJ-outen fraude or caueilacfofl 213G 

I swere it* quod pe frere by my faij 

And )>erwi]7al his honde in his he lai)> 

lo here my ieip in me shal be no lak* 

Now Jan put* fine honde down by my bak* 2140 

Seide f is man and grope wel behinde Deaf 159] 

Byne)> my buttok pev f ou shalt* fynde 

A ))inge )>at* I haue hidde in pnuete 

A J)0U3t* pe frere )>af shal go wif me 2144 

A-doune his honde he launse]; to pQ clift 

I hope for to fynde per a 3ift 

And whan piQ sik man felt* pia frere 

About his trwel grope her and )>ere 2148 

A myddes his honde he leto pe frere a fart* 

pev nys no capel drawing in a cart* 

))at myjt ban lete a fart* of such a soun 

pe frere vp stert* as doj) a [wood] lyown 2152 

A fals cherle quod pe frere for goddis bonys 

This despite f ou hast done for pe nonys 

Jowe shal aby f is fart* if I may 

His mayne fat* harde pis aflfray 215G 

Come lepinge Inne a7id chased out* pe frere 

And forfe he gojj witJi a ful angry chere 

^He ne had naf ellis for his sermofi [*2159] 

To pcrrten amonge his bref eren whan he come home [*21 60] 

And J)U8 is f is tale ydofl ) oooi 

ifor we were almost* at pe ton ) 

IT ThiiB endef pe somnours tale. 

[> Spurioiu ending in tht Pttworth MS. /Vr the ffenuin$ ending eif the TaU, $et 
the Appendix."] 
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Ande here 
hygjjmep pe p'ologe of )>* clerk* of Oxenford [<miM/iso] 

Sii» Clerk* of Oxenford oui> oost* saide IF The prologe */ 
3e ride as stille as Coy as do]; a maide 
Were newe spoused sitting* at* f e horde 
This day ne herd I of 30xire mou)> a word 4 

I trowe Jat* je stodye ahouf som sophynie 
But* Salomon sei]; al )>inge ha]> tyme 
ffor goddes sake hep of hettei^ chere 
It* is no tyme nowe to stody here 8 

Telle vs some mery tale hy 30ur* fay 
ffor what* man is entred into a play 
he nedes mote into )>at* play assent* 

But* pr[e]chejj not* as freres dofi in lent* 1 2 

To make vs for oui' olde synnes to wepe na»f iso, buck] 

Ne ]7at* pi tale ne make vs not* to sclepe 
Telle vs somme mery )>ing* of auentui*e8 
Joure termes . joure colours and figures 1 6 

kepe hem in store til ^e hem endite 
hi3e stele as whan men to lijngges write 
Spekef so pleyn at* fis tyme I jou prey 
That* we may vnder-stonde what* 3e sey 20 

This woTpi clerk* henygnely answered 
Hoost* quod he I am vndere 30U1' ^eerde 
3e han as nowe of vs pe gouemawnce 
And Jjerfor wil I do 30U obeysaunro 24 
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Afl fer as reson aakef hardely 

I "wil }ou tel a tale which fat I 

lemed af Padowe of a worfi clerke 

As prened by his wordys and his werk* 28 

He is nowe dede and nailed in his chest* 

I prei to god so send his soule good rest* 

ffiraiinceys Petrak f e laureol poete 

Hight/ piB clerke whoos retorike swote 32 

EnlumyneJ al Itaile )>orgh poet^ie 

As lynyan did of Philosophye 

Or lawe or o)>er art* particiilere 

Buf dejje f at« nyl sufire no fing* here 36 

But* as if were a twynkelinge of an ye 

Bo)> ha]> he slayn and al shal we dye . 

But* forto tellen of )>is worf i man 

paf tau3t* me pia tale as I first* bygan 40 

I sey fat* he first* wif hygh steel enditef 

Or he fe body of his tale write Jj 

A procheyn in fe which disseueref he 

fe Mounde and of Saluse fe contree 4 4 

And spekef of Appenyn f e hilles hye 

fat* ben fe bondes of west lumbardye 

And of Mount* Eesulus in special 

Wher as fe Poo out* of a welle smal 48 

Takef his fursf spryngginge and his sours [leaf leoj 

Wher as he holt* euen strei^t* way his coui-s 

To Emel war<J to ferrare a7id to venyse 

The which a longe finge were to devise 52 

And trewely as to my lugement* 

Mee thenkejj it* a Jjing* inp^iiinenf 

Sane he wil conuey his matere 

But* fis is fe tale which fat* 30 shal hero 50 

% Thus endefe ]>e prologe of fis tale * 



PKTWOHTH 336 (O-T. iOi) 



SIX-TEXT 405 

GROUP E. § 2. clerk's tale. ?etwortii MS. 



And here bygjjmef fe clerk his tale co»;«c^i6o] 

Ther is af pe west side of ytayle IT The tale * / 

Donne af Je rote of vesnlus pe cold 
A lusty pleyn abnndanf of vitaile 
wher mony a tonne & tonr^ Jon maist* biholdf ^^^^iJ!^"' 
)>af founded were in tyme of elders olde ' ^'^ ^"""^^ 

And mony ano)>er delectable si3t< 
And saluce ]>is noble cuntre hijf 63 

A Marquis wbilom [lord] was in paif lond 64 

As were his wor)>i elders hywi bifore 

And Obeisaunf and redy to his bond 

Were aUe his leeges bojj lasse and more 67 

pus in delite he lyued and ha)) do jore 

Be-loued and drad f ourgh fauoMr of fortune 

BoJj of his lordys afid of his comune 70 

Therwi]} he was as to speke of lynage 71 

The gentelesf y-born of al lumbardy 

A faire pez-sone . strongo and 3enge of age 

And ful of honure and curteisie 74 

Discrete ynouje his cnntrey forto gye 

Saue in some )>ingges he was to blame 

And Watef was ))is yonge lordes name 77 

I blame him pus pat he considered nou^f 78 

In tyme cowimynge what* my^t* betide 

Buf on his lusf present was al his fou^f [icaf i6o, batk] 

And forto liauko and hunte on euery side 81 

"VVel nyo al o^r cures lete he slide 

And eke he ne wold fat* was worst* of att 

AVedde no wif for oujf Jjaf my^t* byfatt 84 
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Only f af pointe his puple bere so sore 85 

f af flok-mele on a day pei [to him] went* 

And oon of hem Jjat* wisesf was of lore 

Or ellis Jjaf J)e lorde wold best* assent* 88 

|)at* he shulde telle hjm what* his puple menf 

Or ellis coude he wel shewe snch matere 

He to pe Marquis seide as 30 mowe here 91 

(6) 

Noble Marquis 301116 humanitee 92 

Assure)) vs and 3eueth vs hardynesse 

As ofte tyrae as it* is necessite 

That* we 30U mow telle oui' heuynesse 95 

Acceptef lord of 30UT* gentilnesse 

fat* we to 3owe wi)> pitous herf C07wpleyn6 

And laf 3oure eeres not* my vois disdeyne 98 

(7) 
Al haue I nou3t* to done in fis matere 99 

More fan anofer hajj in fis place 

3it* for as moche as 30 my lord so dero 

Haue alway shewed [me] fauour and grai.'c 102 

1 dare fe better aske of 30U a space 
Of audience to shewen our request* 

And }e my lord to done ri3t* as 3011 lest* 105 

(8) 
For certes lord so wel vs likef 3011 lOG 

And alle 30ure werkes and euer han do pat wo 
Ne cowde nat our owne silf devisen howe 
"We my3t* more lyve in felicite 109 

Saue 00 J?inge lord if it* ^our wille be 
That* to be a wedded man if 30U list* 
Than were our* puple in souercyn hertes rest* [leaf i6ij 112 

(9) 
BoweJ) 30ure nek* vndere fat* blisful 30k* 113 

Of souereynte noujf of seruise 

Which men clepe spousale or wedlok* 

And fenkef lord among* 30ure f ou3tes wise 1 1 6 
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That of wedloke commep grete emprise 

ffor J)ou3e we slepe or wake ronne or ride 

Ay fleej Je tyme it* wil no man abide . 119 

(10) 
And Jjouje 30111^ grene joufe growe as 3it' 1 20 

In crope]} age alway as stille as stone 
And depe manasej) euery age and smyf 
In eche astate for Jer ascapej noon 123 

And also certeyn as we knowe euericlion 
Jjaf we shul dye as vncerteyn we aH 
Befi of ]}at* day ])af dep shal on vs falle 1 26 

(11) 

Accepteth Jan of vs Je trewe entenf 127 

That* neuere 3if refused your heesf 

And we wil al lord 3if 30 wil assent* 

Chese 30U a wif* in short* tyme at* the lest* 130 

Bom of pe gentelest* afid of Je mesf 

Of al ]}is londe so p%J^ it* out* seme 

Honure to god and 30U . so as we con deme 1 33 

(12) 
Delyuere vs of al f is bysy drede 134 

And take a wif* for hi3e goddis sake 
ffor 3if if byfelle so as god forbedo 

fat* Jjourgh dejj 30wr lynage shuld sclake 137 

And a straunge lynage shuld take 
Joui^ heritage . 00 woo were vs alyue 
AVTierfore we prey 30U hastely to wif 1 40 

(13) 
Her meke preiei' & her pitous cherc 141 

Made y Marquis haue such pite 

Wil 36 quod he myne owne puple dere n«»f wi. ba<-^] 

To fat* I neuer erst* J)0U3f constreyne me 144 

I me reioyse not* of my liberte 
)>at* seelden tyme is found in mariage 
Ther I was free I mot* bene in s«ruage 147 
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Buf na^^olees I se 30iire trewe entent* 148 

And trust* vpon 30U and haue dofl ay 

Wherfore of my fre wille I assent* 

To wedde me as sone as euer I may 151 

But fer as 30 han profered me to day 

To chese me a wif I jou relese 

That* chois f & prei 30U of joMr proplxer cese 154 

(15) 
For god it* wote fat* children oft* befi 155 

Vnlike her worfi eldres hem bifore 
Bounte commej) al of god not* of y strene 
Of which J)ei ben engendred and ybore 1 58 

I Trust* in goddys bounte ajid fejfore 
My manage and my astate and rest* 
I hym bitake he may do as hy7H lest* IGl 

(16) 
Laf me allone in chesing* of my wiff 162 

That* charge vpon my bak* I wil endure 
But* I JOU prey and charge vpon ^our Kf* 
]?af wif fat I take 50 me ensure 165 

To worship hui* whil oui* lyf endure 
In worde and werke bof here and ellys where 
As she an emperours doujter were 168 

(17) 
And ferf ermore })is shullen je swere fat 30 1 69 

Ajeinst* my chose shul neipef' grucche ne stryue 
ffor si]} I shal forgo my liberte 

At* joure request* as euer mot* I thryne 172 

Ther as myn herf is sette per wil I wyue 
And but* 36 wollen assent* in such manere 
I prey 30U spekef no more of fis matere Deai 1023 175 

(18) 
WiJ) harty wille )>ei sweren and assenten 176 

To al pis )>inge p&r seide no wi3t* nay 
Bisechinge hym of grace er f ei wenten 
That* he hem wol^ graunten a certeyn day 179 
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Of his spousale as sone as euer he may 

ffor ^if alway ))e puple somwhaf dredde 

Lesse Jis Marquis wol no wif wedde 182 

He graunted hem a day such as hym lest* 183 

On whicfe he wolde be wedded sikerly 

And seide he did al pia af her request* 

And J)ei wij humble entenf ful buxomly 186 

Knelinge vpon her knees ful reuerently 

Hym J)onken alle and ]>us fei han an ende 

Of her entenf and home a3ein )>ei wende 189 

And here ypon he toke his officers 190 

Commaundinge for Jje fest* to purueye 

And to his privey knyjtes and sqwiers 

Such charge jaf hem . as hym lust* on hem to leye 193 

And pel his comaundementz to obeye 

And ech of hem do]> his diligence 

To done vnto fe fest reuerence 196 



[PART THE SECOND.] 

Nou^f fer from )>ilk* place honurable 197 

wher as pia Marquis shope his manage 
pel stoode a Thrope of sijt* delectable 
In which poor folk* of Jjat* vilage 200 

Hadden her beestes and her harbigage 
And of her labour toke her sustinatmce 
Aftei' l^e er]>e hem ^aue abundaunce 203 

Among* pise poor folk ^er dwelled a man 204 

which ]>at* was holden porest* of hem all 

But* hegh god somtyme sende can CImTiss* imm^] 

His grace vnto a litel oxes stall 207 

lanicula men of ]>at* thrope hym calle 

A doughtei' had he faire and jong* of si3t* 

And Grisilc) ^is jonge maiden hijt* 210 
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But* forto speke of vertuous bewte 211 

J)an was she oon fe fairest* vnder sonne 

tful poorly yfostred was she 

Ko licorousnesse was on her lust* yronne 214 

Wei ofter of fe wefl J>an of J>e tunne 

She drank* / and for she wole vertue pleso 

She knewe wel labour but* nofl ydel ese 217 

(24) 
But* fouje J>i8 maide were tendei* of age 218 

3it* in fe brest* of her viiginite 
J)ere was enclosed ripe and sad corage 
And in grete reuerence and in grete charite 221 

Her olde poor fadere fostred shee 
A fewe shepe spynnyng* on J>e felde she kept* 
She wolde not* ben ydel til she sclepte 224 

(25) 
And whan she homwardf come she wold<? bringe 225 

wortes and herbes tymes ful oft* 
which she shradde and sif for her lyuyng* 
And made her bedde ful hard and no fing* soft 228 

And euere she kept* her faders lif on loft 
wij) euery obeisaunce and diligence 
That* childe may do to faders reuerence 231 

(26) 
Vppon Grisilde J>e poor creature 232 

fful oft* haf Marquis sette hys eye 
As he on hundyinge rode pcz-auenture 
And whan it* felle J>at* he my^t* hir espye 23.") 

he not* wiJ) wa[n]tofl lokinge of foly 
Ms eyen cast* vpon hui' but* in sad wise 
Vpon her chere he wold hym oft* avise [ieanfi3j 238 

(27) 
Commending* in his hert* her wommanhede 239 

And eke her vertue passing* eny wijt* 
Of so ^onge age as wel in chere as in dede 
ffor fouje J)0 puple haue no gret* insist* 242 
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In vertue he considered ful ri^f 

Her bewte and disposed ^af he woldf 

Hir^ wedde if euer he wedde shuldf 245 

(28) 
The day of weddyng* come but* no wijt* can 246 

Telle what* womman if shuld be 
fifor which mervaile wondred mony man 
And seiden whan J^ei weren in p>-iuete 249 

wil not* our lorde'leue his vanyte 
wil he not* wedde alas alas J)e while 
whi wil he hym seK and vs ])us begile 252 

(29) 
But* na-])e-lees )>is marquis ha]) do make 253 

Of Gemmes sette in goldf and in asure 
Broches and ryngges for gnsildf sake 
And of her closing* toke he J>e mesure 256 

Of a maide like to her stature 
And eke of oj^er ornamentes aH 
f&V to such a wedding* shul fali: 259 

(30) 
The tyme of vndem J)e same day 260 

Approchef J>at* J)is wedding* shulda be 
And all fe paleys putt* was in aray 

Bot£ halle and chambres ech in his degre 263 

Houses of office . stuffed wi]) grete plente 
per maisf )>ou see of deynteuous vitaile 
J^at* may be found! as fei as laste]» ytaile 266 

(31) 
This rial Marqiiis rially araied . 267 

lordys and ladys in his companye 

J>e which to J>e feest* were preied / [leaf iw. »«<-k] 

And of his retenwe pe bachelerye 270 

wij) mony a soune of sondry melodye 
vnto J>e yilage [of J>e] which I toldf 
In J)i8 aray fe rijte way haj> hold 273 
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Griseld god wote of fis ful Innocent* 274 

)>at* for hure was shape al fia aray 

To fecchen watere at J>e welle is went* 

And comme)} home as sone as euer she may 277 

fifor wel she herd say faf ilk* day 

fat* Marquis shuld wedde and if she my3f 

She woldf fayn see Bomme of )>af si^f 280 

(33) 
She J)0U3t* I wil wij> ofer maidens stond 281 

f af bene my felawes in oiire door and see 
The Marquis and ferfor wil I fonde 
To done at* home as sone as it* may be 284 

Jje laboure which J>at* longej) vnto me 
And J>an may I at* leisere it* byholc? 
If she J)is way to fe castel holde 287 

(34) 
And as she wolde ouei^ J>e thresshol<} gon 288 

The Maixjuis come and can hui^ forto calle 
And she sette doune her water pot* anofi 
beside J>e thresshoW of J>e oxes stalle 291 

And doun ypon her knees she gan to fsAle 
And wif sadde cot^ntenaunce kneled stille 
Til she had herde what* was pe lordes wille 294 

(35) 
This foujtful Marquys spake vnto J)is maide 295 

wel soberly and seide in J)is manere 
where is 30ure fader Griseld he seide 
And she wif reuerence and meke chere 298 

Answered lord he is al redy here 
And Inne she gooJ> wif-out* lenger lette 
And to fe Marquis she her fadere fette . n«af ic*] 301 

(36) 
He by fe honde fan toke fis olde man 302 

And seide him f us whan he hym had a side 
lanicula I neifer may ne can 
lenger fe plesaunce of myn herte hide 305 
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If paf 36 vouchesaiif what* so bo-tide 
J>i doujter wil I take er fat* I wende 
As for my wif to my lyues end 308 

(37) 
Thow louesf me I woot* wel certeyfi 309 

And art* my feif-ful liege man ybore 
And al J>at* like)) me I dar wel seyil 

If like]) J>e and speciaiy ferfore 312 

Tel me J>af poynt* J>af I haue seide byfore 
If J)af J>owe wolde vnto J>af pwrpoos drawe 
To take me as for )>ine sone in la we 315 

(38) 
The sodeyn caas pe man astonyed soo / 316 

J>af rede he wexe al basshed and al quakinge 
He stood and vnnej>es seide wordes moo 
But* only J)us lord quod he my willinge 319 

Is as 3e wol not* a^einst* ^oui* likinge 
I wil no J)inge ^e be my lorde so dere 
Ri3t* as 30U lest* gouernej) J)is matere 322 

(39) 
Than wil I do J>us quod Marquis softly 323 

pat in to pe chambre I and pou . and she 
haue a coUacioft and woost* J>ou why 
ftbr I wil aske hur* jif hii^ wil be 326 

To be my wif and rewle hii^ afte?" me 
And al )>is she shal done in pi presence 
I wil not* speke out* of J>ine audience 329 

(40) 
And in J>e Chambers wliile J)ei were aboute 330 

Her tretis which ^e shul after here 
pe puple come into J>e hous w/t/ioute 
And wondred hem in howe honest* manere [leaf i64, back] 333 
And tentifly she kcpte hur fadere dere 
But* vtterly grisild wonder myjt* 
ffor neuere erst* sey she shuch a 8i3f 336 
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Ho wonder is fou^e she be astonyed 337 

To se so grete a gesf come in fat* place 

She was neuere to such« gestys wonned 

ffor which she loked wif ful pale face 340 

Buf shortly fro fis matere forto pace 

Thise were pe wordes J)at* J>is marquis saide 

To J>is benygne verrey feifful mayde 343 

(42) 
Grisyle he seide 30 wol wel vnderstonde 344 

It* like)) vnto 30ure fadere and me 
Jjat* I 30U wedde and eke if may so stonde 
As I suppose J>at* 30 wil if so be 34 7 

Buf J>is demaunde I axe fursf qwodl he 
Thaf si fen if shal be don on hastif wise 
Wol 3e assenf or ellis 30we avise 350 

(43) 
I seye J>is be 30 redy vrith good herf 351 

To al my lusf and f af I frely may 
As me besf fenkef do 30U lawgh or smort 
And 3e neuer gruch ny3f ne day 334 

And eke whan I seie 3e say 3e nof nay 
NeiJ>er be woixJ ne fraward cowntenanco 
Swere fis and here I swere owr aliafice 357 

(44) 
WOndringe vpon fis worde quaking* for drede 358 

She seide Indigne and vnworJ>i 
Am I to J>af [honour] J>af 3e me bede 
Buf ri3f as ye wil 30Mr self ri3f so wil I 301 

And [here] I swere J)af neuer ^villingly 
In woixJ ne J)ou3f I neuere 30U disobeye 
ffoi to be dede J>ou3e me were lofe to deye 364 

(45) 
This is ynowe Grisile myn) quod he [i«if los] 365 

And forf he go)> wif a sobre chere 
Ouf at J>e door after cam she 
And to )>e puple he seide in f is manera 308 
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This is my wif quod he J>at* stonde)) here 

HonoureJ) hii* and loueth [hire] I prey 

Who so louej) me ^er nys no more to seye 371 

(46) 
And for no |>ing* of hure olde gere 372 

8 he shuld bring* to his hous he bade 
J)at* wommen shulden spulen hii^ rijt* J>ere 
Of which J)e ladies were not* ri3t* glade 375 

To handel her cloJ>es in which she was clad 
But* na])eles ])is maiden bri3t* of hwe 
Ifrom fote to hede yclofed han al newe 378 

(47) 
Her heres han fei kembed fat* lay vntressed 379 

wel rwdely with her fyngeres smale 
-^Vnd a crowne on her hede fei han dressed 
Isette ful of owches grete and smal 382 

Of hii^ aray what* shuld I make a tale 
Vnnej>es fe puple hir* knewe for her faimesse 
AVhan she transformed was in such ricliesse 385 

(48) 
^ This Marquis ha]) hure spoused wi|) a rynge 386 

Boujt* for )}e same cause an )}an hii' sette 
vppon an hors snowe white and wel amblynge 
And to ]us palaies er he lenger lette 389 

WiJ) loiful puple fat* he lad a7id mette 
Conveied hiH and )>us fe day f ei spende 
In reuel to pQ sonne canne desccnde 392 

(49) 
And shortely forJ> fis tale forto chace 393 

I sey fat* to fis newe Marquissesse 
God haf ysent* such favour of his gr^ce 
fat* it* semed not* as by liknesse 396 

That* she was bom and fedde in rudenesse [leaf i65, back] 

As in a Cote ar in an oxes stalle 
But* norshed in an Emperours halle 399 
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To euery wi^t* she woxen is so dere 400 

And worshipful J>at* folk* J>er she was bore 

And from her birth knewe her fro ^ere U> y^m 

Vnnef trowed J>ei but* durst* haue swore 403 

J>af to lanicle of which I speke byfore 

She dou^tere ne were for as by coniecture 

hem fou3t* she was a nofer creature 406 

(51) 
fFor [fou^e] fat* cuere vertuous wjis she 407 

She was encresed in such excellence 
Of thewe sette in high bouute 

And so discrete and faire of eloquence 410 

So benygne and digne of reuerence 
And coude J>e puples hertes so enbracc 
fat* ech her loued Jjat* loked on her face 413 

(52) 
irou3t* only of saluce in pe toun 414 

Publisshed was fe lx)uute of her name 
And eke be-side in mony a regio7in 

If oon seide wel anofer seide J>e same 417 

So spradde of hure bounte J>e fame 
That* men and wo7wmen boJ> 3onge and olde 
Goon to saluse hai^ to be-hold€ 420 

(53) 
This waiter, lowly nay but* lyally 421 

weddef wij> fortune honesto 
In goddes pees lyuen wel esely 

At* boom and outward grace yno3e had he 424 

And for he sawe vnder lowo degre 
was oft* vertue hid pe puple hym heldo 
A prudent* man and J>af is sene wel seide 427 

(54) 
li'ou3f only Grisile fus forgh her witte 428 

Coufe al f e fete of wively humblenesse noft*^ >wj 

But* eke whan fe cas required it* 
The comon profite coude she redresse 431 
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Ther nas no discord rancour ne heuynesse 

In al )>e londe ])af she ne coude it^ cese 

And bring* hem al wisely in rest* ajid ese 434 

Though J>at* hui* husbond present* were anoii 435 

jif Gentil men or ofer of her contre 

were wrooj) she cowde bringe hem at^ on 

So wise and rype wordes had she 438 

And luggement* of so grete equite 

That* she fro heuene was as men wende^ pcated inViJiis^ 

Puple to saue and euery wrong tameiide 441 

Hot* longe tyme aftere ^at* fis g^isild 442 

Was wedded she a dou3ter haj) ybore 

Al had she leuer bom a knaue child 

Glad was J)e Marquis and his folk J>6rfore 445 

fibr fou^e a mayde childe come al byfore 

She may to a knaue childe atteyue 

By liklihede sifens she is not* bareyne 448 



[THE THIRD PART] 

Therfor as it* fallef tymes moo 449 

That* fis childe ha)) sowked but* a thrawe 

This marquis in his hert* longef so 

To tempte his wif her sadncsse to knowe 452 

)3at he ne myjt* fro his hert* throwe 

)3is merveilous desire his wif tassay 

Nafe-lees god wote he fou^t* hii^ to affray 455 

He had assaied hir* ynouje to-fore 45 G 

And fonde hui* euer good what* nedef It* 

Hii^ forto torment* and alway more and more 

f ou^e Bomme preise it* for a subtile witte 459 

But* as for me I sale fat* tuel it* sitte D«»f i66» bwk] 

To assaie a wif whan it* is no nede 

And putten hure in angwissh ami in d rede 462 
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For whicli ]»is Marquis wrou^f in fia ina[iie]re 463 

He came a nyghf alon ^t as she lay 

wi)} steeme fiEice and trouble chere 

And seide )>oo Griseldf quo)> he pa,f day 4G6 

paf I 90U toke out* of ^oure poor aray 

And putte 30U in estate of hie noblesse 

3e han not* ^if for^eten as I gesse 469 

(60) 
I seye Griseld )>is pi*esent* diguite 470 

In which I haue put* 30U as I trowe 
Make]} not* 30U forgetful forto be 

J>af 1 30U toke in poor estate ful lowe 473 

ftbr eny ])inge je mote joure seluen knowe 
lake hede of euery word J>af I 30U seie 
ther is no wi3t* fat* here)) fis but* we tweye 476 

(01) 
3e wote 30ttr self wele ho we fat* ^e come here 477 

Into pia hous it* is not long* ago 
And J>ou3e to me 30 be leef and dere 
vnto my gentiles 3e be no fing* so 480 

]>ei seyn to hem it* is gr^te shame and woo 
Hbrto be sogette and in seruage 
To pe fat* art* born of so lowe lynago 483 

(62) 
And namely sif pi dou3tei:' was bore 484 

pise wordes han ]>ei spoke doutlees 
But* I desire as I haue don byfore 

To ly ve my lif wif hem in rest* and pees 487 

I may not* in pia cas bene rechelees 
I most* don vnp [fi] dou3tere for pe best* 
nou3t* as I wold but* as my gentils lest* 490 

(63) 
And 3it* god woot* fis is ful loJ> to me 491 

But* nafeles wif outen 30Mr wetynge [leirfie?] 

I nyl not* doo but* Jjis i wil quod he 
fat* 3e to me assent* as in fis fiiige 404 
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SheweJ) now ^oure pacience in ^otir worchinge 

That* je me byhijt* and swore in ^our vilage 

That* day faf maked was our manage 497 

(64) 
Whan she had herde al ph she was not* amouecl 498 

!Nei|>er in word or chere or countenaunce 
ffor as it^ semed she was not* agreued 
She seid loi-de ali lith in 30ure plesaunce 501 

My childe and I wij> hertely obeisance 
Bene 3oures aH and ^e may saue and spille 
joure owne J>ing* wheder* pat ^e will/? 504 

(65) 
Ther may no |)inge so god my saule saue 505 

likinge to 30U ])at* may displese me 
Ne I desire no )>inge to haue 

Ne drede to lese saue only ^e 508 

This wille is my hert* and ay shal be 
No length of tyme or dej> if may deface 
Neife chaunge my corage into oper place 611 

(66) 
Glad was J>e Marquis of hui* answering* 512 

Buf jit* he feyned as he were not* so . 
Al drery was his chore a7ul his lokinge 
whan she shul<} out* of |>e chamber goo 515 

Sone after J>is a forlong* way or twoo 
he pleynly haj> tol<} his entent 
Vnto a man which he to his wif sent* 518 

(67) 
A manei' sergeaunt* was )}is privey man 519 

^e which J>at* feithful fond yhad 
In |)ingges grete and eke such folk* wol can 
Don execuciofl of ^ingges bad 522 

fe lord knewe wel fut he hywi loued and drad . 
And whan fis sergeaunt* wist* his lordes will [ietfi«7,b«jk] 
Into fe chambere he stalked hym ful stitt 525 
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Madame he seide ^e mote foi^eue if me 526 

]>ougfi I do J^inge to whicR I am constreyned / 

Je bene so wise J>af wel knowe ^e 

]>af lordes heestes may not* be feyned 529 

J>ei mowen wej be wailed or compleyned 

But* men mote nede vnto her lusf obeye 

And so wil I f er nys no more to seyo 532 

(69) 
That* childe I am commaunded to take 533 

And spake no more but* out* y child he hcut 
Despitously and gan a chere make 

As he woldf han siayn if ^er he wenf 53G 

Gnseldf mof al sufiEre and al consenf 
And as a lombe she sitte]? meke and stille 
And lete pia cruel Seriaunf haue his wiHe 539 

(70) 
Suspecte was )>e name of ]>is man 540 

Suspecte his face . suspecte his world' also 
Suspecte ^e tyme J>af he fis bygan/ 

ffor his dou3ter faf she loued soo 543 

She wende he wold haue slayn if ri3f foo 
Buf naj>elees she nei))er wepte no seide 
Confeermyng* hur* to J>af pe !Mar(j[ui8 seiJe 54G 

(71) 
And af J>e lasf speke she bygan 547 

And nekely to pe sergeanf preide 
So as he was a wor)>i gentil man 

J)af she myjf kisso her childe er J)af it deide 550 

And in her barme ])is litel childe she leido 
wi]» ful sadde face and gan pe childe to blisso 
And lulled if and after gan if kisse 553 

(72) 
And J>U8 she seide in her benigne voys 554 

fare wele my child I shal pe neuere see 
Buf sij) I haue Marked J>e wif croys 
Of ^ilk* fadere y blessed mof })0U be [leaf i(»j 557 
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faf for V8 deyed vpon fe rood tre . 

)>i soule litel childe I hym bytake 

ffor J?is ny^f shalt J>ou dyen for my sake 560 

(73) 
I trowe fat* to a norice in fis caas / 561 

It* had ben baix) ])is rewj^e forto see 
Wei my^t* a modere fan cry alas / 

But* nafeles so sadde and stedfast* was she 564 

)?at* she endured al hui' aduersite 
And to fe Sergeant* meke she seide 
Haue here a3ein my litel 3onge maide 567 

(74) 
And gof now quod she and dof my lordes heest* 568 

And oon finge wold I prei of ^oure grace 
That* but* my lorde forbede 30U at* lest* 
Burief fis litel body in som place 571 

J)at no beestes no briddes it* to-race 
But* he no word to J)0 pi/rpoos woldf saye 
But* toke fe childe and went* vpon his way 574 

(75) 
This Sergeafit* come to fe lordf ngeyfi 575 

And of Griseldes wordes and of her chere 
He tolde hym poynt* by poynt* in short and pleyii 
And hym presented wif his doubter dere 578 

Somwhat* fis lord had rawfe in his manere 
But nafelees his pt^rpoos helde he stille 
As lordes dofl whan J>ei wil han her wille 581 

(76) 
And bad J>is Sergeant* ful pnveily 582 

he shuld ful soft* fis child welde and wrappe 
wtt/i al fe circumstance tenderly 

And carie it* in coffre or in a lappe 585 

But* vp peyn his hede of for to swappo 
fat* no man shuld knowe of his entent* 
Ke whens he come ne whidere he went* 588 
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IF Buf at* Boloyne to his sustei* dere [leaf les. back] 589 

p&if )>oo of Pavie was countesse 

He shold her take and shew hii' ]»is matere 

Ijisechinge hure to dofi her bysynesse 592 

This childe to fosters in al gladncsse 

And whoos childe f&V if was he bad liii' hide 

ffrom euery wijf for oujt* fat* myjt* betide 595 

This Sergeaunt* go)) and ha]? fulfilled ])is ))iiige 596 

But* to fis marquis nowe retoume we 

ffor nowe goJ> he wel oft* ymagynynge 

If by his wif [chere] he niyghf See 599 

And by hir wordes p^rceyue J>af she 

Were chaunged but* he coude neuere fyiidc . 

But* euere in oon ylik* sad and kinde 602 

As glad as humble as bysy in seruise 603 

ami Eke in loue as she was wont* to be 

Was she to hym in euery mant^re wise 

Ke of her doujter* oon worde speke she 606 

Koon accident* for noon aduersite 

Was seen in hir* ne neuere her dou3tei^ name 

!Nempned she for ernest* ne for game 609 



[THE FOURTH PART] 

In fis estate passed ben foure ^ere 610 

Er she wif child? was but* as god wokH 

A knaue childe she here by fis waltere 

ffid gracious and faire to biholde 613 

And whan folk* it* to liir fad ere tolde 

Not* oonly he But* al fe contree mery 

Was for fe child and god J>ei )>onke and herye 616 

Whan it* was two jere olde and from fe bresf 617 

Departed from his norce vpon a day 
^Lb Marquis kaught* ^i\? anoth[er] lest* 
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To tempten bis wif* ofter if he may 620 

nedeles was she tempted in assay OMfiaDj 
But* wedded men knowen no mesure 

Whan fei fynde a pacienf creature 623 

(82) 
Wyf quod Jis Marquis ^e herdf er pis 624 

My puple sekely herep our manage 
And namely si])en my sone bom is 

Now it* is wors J>an euer in our age 627 

pe mwrmur sleej) myn . her[te] and my corage 
ffor to myn eres comej) J>e vois so smerte 
J>af if wel nye destroiej) al my berte 630 

(83) 
How seye men J>U8 * whan waiter is a goon . 631 

)}an shal )>e blood of lanicle succede 
And bene our lordf for ofer haue we non 
Such wordes seyn my puple if is no drede 634 

Wel ou^te I of such murmur taken hede 
fFor certeynly I drede such sentence 
pouje J>ei nof pleynly speke in myn audience 637 

(84) 

1 wold l)aie in i)ee8 if J>at I my^f 638 
Wherfore I am disposed vtterly 

As I his sustere serued by ny^f 

Ilijf so I J)enke to serue hym prively 641 

pus wame I 30U J>af je nof sodeynly 

Ouf of joure seK for no woo shuldf outray 

Be]» patienf and ]»erof I 30U pray 644 

(85) 
I haue quod she seide [pus] and euere sliuH 645 

I wil desire no ping« certeyfl 
£uf as 30U lusf nof greueth me at aH 
)>ou3e J>af my dou^tere and my sone be sclayfl 648 

Af 3oure comaundemenf pis is to sayfi 
I haue had no parte of children tweyfl 
Buf fursf siknesse and aftei* woo aiid peyfl 651 
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3e be our lord doo w/t/i 30111* owe fiuge . Co 2 

Ki^f as 30U lust* and aske]> no rede of me Dear leo. Uckj 

ffor as I left* at* home al my clofinge 

vrhan I come first* to ^ou ri^t* so quod she 655 

left I my wiH and al my liberte 

And toke joure closing* wherfore I 30U prey 

Do 90ure wille I wille to it obeye 658 

(87) 
And certes ^if I had prescience 659 

joure witt to knowe . or 30 30ure lust* me told! 
I wold it* done wif oute necligence 

But* now I wote joure lust* and what* 30 wolde 062 

Al 3oure plesaunce feerme and stable 1 holdf 
flbr wist* I fat* my de]> wold do jou esc 
Gladly wil I suffre it* 30U to plese 6G5 

(88) 
Deth may make non comparisouu 666 

Vnto joure loue and whan fis Marquis say 
J>e Constance of his wifif he cast* his hede ado/ni 
And his eyen two and wondred how slie may 669 

In such penat^nce suffre al ])is array 
And i'oTp he gof wif drery co/mtoiiaiico 
But* to his hert* it was ful gretc plesaunce / 672 

(89) 
This ege sergeant* in J>e same wise 673 

))at* he her dou^tere kaught* ri3t so he 
Or wors if he coude wors devise 

Ha J) kaught* hire childo ))at* was ful of bcwtc 676 

And euere in oon so pacient* was she 
fat* she no chere made of hcvynesso 
But* kisej) her sone and after can hy?^ blesso 679 

(90) 
Saue fis she preide him if fat* he my3t* 680 

liii* litel sone he wold on erf e graue 
his tendere lymmes delicat* to si^t* 
lljo fowles and beestes forto saue 683 
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But* she noon answeie of hjm my^t* haue 

He went* his way as he no f ing* wrou3f Qeaf no] 

But* into boloyne tendrely it* brou3t* 686 

(91) 
This Marquis wondref euere lenger f e more 687 

Vpon her pacience and if Jaf he 
Ne had sof ly knowe f erfore 

fat* parfitly her children loued she 690 

He wold haue wende fat* of some sotilte 
And of malice or cruel corage 
Tliat* she had suffred fis with sad visage 693 

(92) 
Wuf he knewe fat* next* hym self certayn 694 

She loued her children best* in euery wise 
But* nowe of wo7«men wold I aske fayn 
3if fise assaies my^t* not* suffise 697 

what* cowde a stordy husbondf [more] devise 
To preue her wifhode and her stedfastnesso 
And be contynuyng* in stordynesse 700 

(93) 
But* fer ben folk of such condiciofl 701 

J)af whan fei han a certeyn pwrpoos take 
J>ey con not* stinte of her entenciofl 

But* as fei were bounden to a stake 704 

f ei wil not* of fat* pz^rpoos sclake 
Ri^t* so fis marquis haf fully pt/rposed 
To tempten his wif as he was first* disposed 707 

(94) 
He waitef if by woordes or countenance 708 

5if she to hym was chaunged of corage 
But* neuere coude he fynde variance 
She was euere in herf & in visage 711 

And euer f e ferf er fat* he was in age 
fe more trewer if it* were possible 
She was to hym in loue and more penyble 714 
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Por whicli if seme]y fus faf of hem twoo 715 

Ther was but* oon witi for as waiter lusf 

The same lust* was her plesaunce also [leaf iro, bMk] 

And god be fonked al felle for fe best* 718 

She shewed wel for no worldly vnrest* 

A wif as of her self no f inge shuld 

Willen in eflfecte but* as her husbondf wold! 721 

(96) 
The sclaundere of waltere oft* wide sprad 722 

That* a cruel hert* wickedly 
ffor he a poor womnian wedded had . 
Haf morfered bof his children priuely 725 

which murmur was amonge heme comonly 
No wonder was for to pe puples eere 
fer come no worde but* fat* fei mwrfered were 728 

(97) 
Por swich as of his puple f^rbifore 729 

had loued hym wel desclaundred of his name 
Made hem fat* f ei hated hym therfore 
To bene a murdrere is an hatful name 732 

But* nafelees for emest* ne for game 
He of his cruelte wold not* stynte 
To tempte his wif was al his entente 735 

(98) 
Whan f is doujtere xij jere was of age 736 

he to f e courte of Rome in sotile wise 
Enformed of his wille sent* his massage 
Comaunding* hem such billes to devise 739 

As to his cruel purpoos may suffise 
howe fat* fe pope for his puples rest* 
Bad hym wedde anofer wif if fat* hym lest* 742 

(99) 
I sey he bad fat* fei shuld countcjfete 743 

f e popes billes making* menciofi 
))af he haf leue his first* wif to lete 
As by fe popes dispensacion 74C 
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To stints Tanconie and dissenciofi 

Bitwix pe puple and hjm jms speke pe bulle 

The which J^i han publissshed at* ]>e fulle nnf ni] 749 

(100) 
The rude puple as no wonder is T50 

Wende fill wel it* had be rijf soo 
But* pise tydyngges commen to griseld is 
I deme pat* her hert* was ful woo 753 

But* she was ylike sad euermoo 
Disposed was pis humble creature/ 
})e aduersite of fortune al to endure 756 

(101) 
Abydinge euer his lusf and his plesance 757 

To whom she was ^euene hert* and aH 
As to her worldely suffisaunce 

ffor certeynly for his story telle I shaH 7 GO 

This Marquis ywriten hap in speciaU 
A lettre in which he shewep his entent* 
And sikerly he it* to boloyne sent* 763 

(102) 
To pe Erie of Pavie which pat he had so , 764 

wedded his sustere he preide specialy 
To bringen him ajein his children two 
In honurable estaat* al openly 767 

Bot* of on ping* he hym preide al vttcrly 
That* he to [no] wijt* pough men wold enquere 
Shuld not* teUe whoos children pei were 770 

(103) 
But* seide pat* pe mayde shuld wedded bo 771 

Vnto pe Marquis of Saluce anoii 
And as pe erle was preide so did he 

fibr at* a day Isette he on his way is gofi 774 

Toward Saluse and lordes mony ofi 
In riche aray pis maide forte gyde 
Hir^ yongc broper ridyng* by hii* side 777 
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Araied was towardes fis manage 778 

This mayde fressh ful of gemmys clere 

Hii' broker that* vij. ^ere was of age. 

Araied eke was fresshly on his manere [ieafi7i,i»ckj 781 

And in grete noblesse and glad chere 

Toward Saluce shapinge her iowrnay 

ffrom day to day f ei riden for J; her way 784 



[THE FIFTH PART] 

Amonge al fis aftere his wikked vsage 785 

This Marquys jit* his wif to tenipten more 

To Je vttrest* preef of his corage 

fi'ully to haue experience and lore 788 

jif ])at* she were as stedfast* as bifore 

he on a day in open audience 

wel boistously haj) seide hir^ fis sentence 791 

CErtes Griseltl I had ynowe plesaunce 792 

To han jou to my wif for joure goodnesse 

And for joure treuth aiid jour obeysaunce 

Koujt* for joure lynage ne for joure ricchesse 795 

Luf it* is now knowen in verray sojncsse 

fat* in grete lordship if I wil avise 

Ther is grete souereynte in sondry wise 798 

I may not* done as euery plowe man may 799 

!My puplo me constreynen forto ttike 

A nofer wifF and crien day by day 

And eke f o pope rancour forto sclako 802 

Consentef if fat* dar I vndertake 

And trewly Jus moch wil I jou say 

My newe wif is coTwmyng* by f o way 805 

Be stronge of hevt^ and voide anofi hei' place S06 

And f ilk* dowary fat* jo broujt* to me 
Take if ajein I gr/7unte if of my grace 

PETWORTH 860 (8-T. 428) 



SIX-TEXT 429 . 

GROUP £. § 2. clerk's tale. Petworth MS. 

Retoj/^Tief to joure faders hous q?/o^ he 809 

No man may alway haue prosperite 

wif euene hert* I rede 30U to endure 

fe stroke of fortune or of auenture 812 

(109) 
And she a^ein answerde in pacience [leaf 1721 813 

My lord quod she I wote and wist* alway 
howe fat* I swore jou magnificence 

And my pouert* no man can ne may 816 

Maken noon comparison it* is no nay 
I helde me neuere digne in no maner6 
To be 30ure wif ne jit* your chambrere 819 

(110) 
And in ^is hous per 30 me lady made 820 

]ye high god take I for my witnesse 
So wisly as he my soule glade 

I helde me nei))er lady ne maistresse 823 

£uf humble seruatinte to ^oure wor)}inesse 
And euere shal while my lif may endure 
Abouen eucry wor]>i creature 826 

(111) 

That* 30 so longe of 30wr bonygnite 827 

haue holde me in honure and in nobleye 

where I was not* worji forto be 

Jat* Jonk* I god and 30U [to] whom I prey 830 

ffor-jeelde it* 30U per nys no more to sey 

Vnto my fadere gladly wil I wende 

And wif hym dwelle to my lyves ende 833 

(112) 
Ther as I was fostrcd a child ful smaH 834 

Til I be dede my liff |>er] wU I lede 
A widowe clene in herf body and aH 
ffor sif en I 3af to 30U my maydenhede 837 

And am 30ure trewe wif it* is no drede 
God shil() such a lordes wif to take 
Anojyer man to husbonde or to make 840 
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And of ^our* newe wif god of his grace 841 

So g?*aunto jou welfe and prosperite 

ffor I wil gladly ^eelcl hir* my place 

In which I was blisful wont* to be 844 

flbr Sifen if like}) 30U my lord! quod sho netU" m, b^*] 

That* whilom weren al my hei-tes rest* 

That* I shal goon I wil goon whan 30U lesf 847 

(114) 
But* per 36 me profre such dowarie 848 

As I furst* brou3t* it* is wel in my mynde 
It* were my wrecched clofes no f ing* fairc 
Je which to me nowe were ful hardf to fynde 851 

How god howe gentile and how kindo 
3e semed by ^oure spech and jour^ visage 
f e day fat* maked was oure mariage 854 

(115) 
But* so]) is seide algate I finde if trewe 855 

ffor in effecte is proued nowe on me 
Lone is uof olde as whan if is newe 

ffor certes lordl for non aduersite 858 

To dyen in p\8 cas if shal not bo 
Thaf iu worde or werk* I shal repenf 
Jaf I jou 3aue rayn hert in good entenf 8G1 

(116) 
My lorde 30 wote faf in my faders place 862 

Je diden me stripen ouf of my poor wedo 
And richely 36 cladden me of 30ure grace 
To 30U broujf I nof ellis ouf of drede 865 

]>uf faif nakednessc and maidenhede 
Buf here a3ein 30ure clofing* I restore 
And eke my weddyng' ringe for en/?7Tnore 868 

(117) 
The remenajnite of 302/r Iwels redy be 869 

wif in 30111^ chambrc dare I it seyuely seye 
Naked ouf of my faders hous quod she 
I come/ and naked I mote t?/me agoyne 872 
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Al 3oui*e plesaunce wil I folowe feyne 
But* if I hope it* be nof joure entente 
p'dV I smoklees out* of joure palcis went* 875 

(118) 
3e cowde not* do so dishonest* a J)inge 876 

That* ilk wombe in which our children lay [i«*f ns] 

Shuld byfore \>e puple in my walkinge 
Be seyn al bare wherfor I ^ou pray 879 

lat* me nof like a worm gon by pe way 
llemembre 30U myn / owne lorde so dere 
I was 30ure wif pon^e I vnworji were 882 

(119) 
Wherfore in guerdon of my maidenhede 883 

AVhich Jat* I wroujt* and not* ajein bere 
As vouchef sauf to 3eue me to my mede 
But* such a smokke as I was wont* to were 886 

fat* I f erwij) may hille pe wombe of here 
])at* was 3oure wif and here I take my leue 
Of 30we myn owne lord lest* I 30U greue 889 

(120) 
The smok* quod he Jat* J)ou hast* on pi bak* 890 

Lat* it* be stiUe and hero it* forf wif pe 
But* wel vnnef fat* word he spak* 

But* went* his way for reuthe and pite 893 

Byfore pe folk* hure self stripef she 
And in her smok* wif hede and fete al bare 
Toward! her fadres hous forf is she fare 896 

(121) 
The folk* folowed weping* in hir* way 897 

And fortune eu^re f ei cursed as f ei goii 
But* she from weping* kept* her eyen day 
Ke in f is tyme word spak* she nofl 900 

Her fader fat* here of herd anoft 
Cursed f e day and tyme fat nature 
Shope him to be a lyues creature 903 
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Por ouf of doute Jis olde poor man 904 

was euer^ suspecte of her manage 

ffor €uer he demed sif en it hygau 

J5af whan Je lord yfylled had his corage 907 

hym wold fenk* if was a desparage 

To his astate so lowe to a lijf [ie«fi7i,iiittk] 

And voidcn hir* as gone as cuere he my3t* 910 

(123) 
A3einst his dou^tere hastely gop ho 911 

ifor he hy J)e noys of folk* knewe her co/«myng* 
And wij) her olde cote as it my^t he 

He keiieref hii^ ful sorowfully wepinge 914 

But* on hur^ body my^f he if not bringe 
ffor rude was f e cloj) and more of age 
By dayes fele fan hui^ mariage 917 

(124) 
Thus vfiih her fadcre for a certeyn space 918 

dwellef fis floure of wively pacienee 
That* neuer by her wordes ne be her face 
Bifore fe folk* ne in her absence 921 

Ne shewed she fat* to hir* was dofl offence 
Ne of hie astate in remembraMnce 
Ne had she as by her cojaitena^mce 924 

(125) 
No wonder is for in [her] grete estate 925 

Her goost* was euere in pleyn huw?ilite 
No tender mouf e ne hert* delicate 

Ne pompe ne semblant* of Rialte 928 

But* ful of pacienee and bonygnite 
Discrete and pruy deles and euere honurable 
And to her husbonde euere meke and stable 931 

(126) 
Men speke of Tob and most* of his humblesse 932 

As clerkes whnn hem lust* can wel endite 
Namely of men but* in soffastnesse 
fouje clerkes preise wommen but* a lite 935 
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per can no man in humblesse hem a(][uite 

As wo7?2men can ne ben half so trewe 

As wo^wmen bene but* it be faUen newe 938 

[THE SIXTH PART,] 

Pro babyloyne is f is Erie of Pavie come 939 

Of which fe word spronge to more and lesse 

And to ])e pules eeres al and somme 

was cou))e eke a newe Marquyssesse [leaf ni] 942 

He wif hym broujt^ in pompe and such ricchesse 

Jaf was neuere sey wif mannys eye 

So noble aray in Westlombardye 945 

Tlie ^liirquis Jaf Shope an knewe al f is 946 

Er J)af fis erle was cowimen sent* his massage 

tfor cely poor' Gryseldys 

And she witA humble hert* and glad visage 949 

2»I^ou3t* wij) swollen hert* in her corago 

Come at* his heesf and on here knees her setto 

And reuerently and wisely she \ijm grette 052 

Grisekl quod he my wiH is vtterly 953 

|)is maide fat* shal wedded be vnto me 

Kesceyued be to morowe as Really 

As it* is possible in my hous to bo 956 

And eke fat* euery wi^t* in his degre 

llaue his estate in sittyng« and seniise 

And also plesaunce as 30 can best* deuyse 959 

I hauc no wo7/iman suffisant* certayfi 900 

|)e Chambres to aray in ordynawnce 

After my lust* and fcrfor wil I fayn 

J}at* fine were al such gouernawnce 963 

]X)u knowest* eke of olde al my plesatmce 

f 0U3e fine aray be bad and euel ysey 

1)0 f ou f i deuoyre at* fe lest woy 966 
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Noujf only lord )>at* I am glad quo& she 967 

To do 3oure lust* but* I desire also 

joure forto plese and se/iie i« my degro 

W/tAouf fayntise and shal euernioo 970 

Ke neuer for no wele ne for no woo 

Ne shal J>e goost* within my herf stynt* 

To loue 90U besf witA al my trewe cntent* 973 

(132) 
And wi]7 faV word she gau pe hous to dijt* ci«ri74,bMrkj 

And tables to sette and beddys to make 
And peyned hure to doo al fat* she myjt* 
Preying* fe chambreres for goddis sake 977 

To hasten hem and fast* swope and shake 
And she fe most* seruisable at ali 
Ilaf euery ychambre araied and his halle 980 

(133) 
Aboute vnderu gan Jis Eile alijt* 981 

That* wij) him brou^t* f ise noble childrc tweio 
IFor which f e puple ranne to se f (/t sijt* 
And hure araye so richely beseye 984 

And fan at* arst amonges hem fei gon seyo 
That* walt<;r was no foole fough hyw lest* 
To chaunge his wiff for it* was for J>e best* 987 

(134) 
For she is fairrei-* as f ei demen alle 988 

Than is Grisett and more tender* of age 
And fairrer fruyte bytwene hem shuld! falle 
And more plesaunt* for hir* hi3e lynage 991 

Hii* brofei* so faire was of his age 
fat* hym to seen f e puple had kaujt* plesau/^ce 
Co77imend}'ng* no we 30 Marquis goue^-nawnce 994 

(135) 
steme puple vnsad and [vn] trewe 995 

Euere vndiscrete and chaungyDg* as a fane 
Delitinge euere in Rumo?/r fat* is newo 
ffor like f c mono euere wexe ^e and wane 098 
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Euef-e ful of clapping" dere ynowe a lane 

Jour* dome is fals ^our Constance euel preuej) 

A wel grete fool is he faf on 30U leuef 1001 

(136) 
Thus seiden sadde folk in ])at« Cite 1002 

Whan f af f e puple gased vp and down 
ftbr fei were glad ri^f for fe nouelte 
To make a newe lady of her toi/n 1005 

No more of fis make I mencio2/n Oaf 175] 

But* to griseldf ^ein wil I me dresse 
And telle her Constance and her bysynesse 1008 

(137) 
Wel bysy was gryseld in eue??'y thing*e 1009 

Jat* to pe feest* was peHinent* 
Ki3t' naught* was she abasshed of her clo])inge 
Jouje fei were Kude and eke somdel t(vrent* 1012 

Buf wij) glad chere to f e gate is went* 
wif ofer folk to greten fe Maixjuissesse 
And after doj she forj her bysynesse 1015 

(138) 
Wif ful glad chere fe gestes she receyuef 101 G 

And Boxomly euerich in his degre 
That* no man defawte Jer perceyuef 

But* euere pel wondren what* she myjt bo 1019 

That* in so poor aray was forto se 
And cowde such honure & reuerence 
And worfely fei preisen her prudence 1022 

(139) 
In al ])i8 me[ne] while she ne stynte 1023 

This maiden and eke her hroper to comment) 
Wij) al her hert* and benigne entente 
So wel ))at* no man koude her prise amende 102G 

But* at* pQ last* whan at* ]yise lordes wende 
To sitten a dotcn he gan to calle 
Griseldl as she was bysy in pe haUe 1029 
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Griseldl quod he as it* were in play 1030 

How like)) f e my wif* in her bewte 

Rijf wel quod she my lorde for in good fay 

A fairrei' sawe I neuere non quod she 1033 

I prey to god so 3eue 30U prosperite 

And so hope I he wil to 30U sende 

Plesaunce ynou3e to ^oure lyues ende 1036 

(141) 
But* oon ]ying* I biseche and warne also ./ 1037 

faf 30 prik* wij no tormentyngo |>afi75,backj 

^is tendere mayden as 3e han doil moo 
tfor she is fostred in her norshynge 1040 

fful tenderly in her 3ong* pleyynge 
She coude not* aduersite endure 
As coudo a poor fostred creature 1043 

(142) 
And whan fis Waltei^ segh her pacience 1044 

her glad chere and no malice at* aH 
And he so oft* h&p done hii^ offence 
And she euer constant* and sad as a waH 1047 

Contynuyng* euer her innocence ouej'ati 
This stordy marquis gan his hert^ dresse 
To Rwe vpon hui* wifly stidfastnesse -1050 

(143) 
This is ynou3e Griseld myfi quod he 1051 

Be no more agast* ne euel apayde 
I haue yi fei]7 and pi benignyte 

As wel as euer womman was asaied 1054 

In gr[e]te astate and poorly araied 
Kow knowe I dere wiff pi stedfastnesse 
And hure in armes toke and gan to kesse 1057 

(144) 
And she for wonder toke peroi no kepe 1058 

She herd not* what* ^ing* pa\f he seide 
She ferde as she had stert* out* of her sclepe 
Til she out* of pe maisednesse abreide lOGl 
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Griseldf quod he by god Jaf for vs deyde 

J)ou art* my wif arid noon opev I haue 

Ne neuere had as god my soule saue 1064 

(146) 
This is fi dou3ter vrhich ^vl hast supposed 1065 

To bene my wif and noon ofer feiffully 
shal bene myn heii' as I haue euere disposed 
Thowe here hem in fi body trewly 1068 

At boylen haue I kepte hew sikerly 
Take hem a^ein for Jou myjt* not* seyn peaf i76] 

fat* Jk)w hast lorn any of pi children tweyri) 1071 

(146) 
And folk ))at* opei'wise ban seide of me 1072 

1 wame hem wel ])at* I haue done pis dede 
ffor no malice ne for no cruelte 

But* forto assay f i wommanhede 1075 

And not* forto scle my children god forbedo 
But* forto kepen hem prively and stille 
Til I pi pwrpoos knewe and al fi wille 1078 

(147) 
And whan she pia hercl adoun in swowe she fallej) 1079 
ffor pitous ioying* and after hire swowinge 
She boj) her yonge children to hure callc)) 
And in hure armes pitously wepinge 1082 

Enbrased bo]) tenderly kissynge 
Wei like a modere wi]y her salt* teeres^ 
She hsLped bo)» her visage atid her heeres 1085 

(148) 
such a pitous pinge it* was to see 1086 

Her sownyng* and her pitous vois to here 
Gramercy my lord god y thenk 30U quod she 
]yaf ^e han saued me my cliildren dere< 1089 

Now recti I neuere to be dede rijt* here 
SiJ) I stonde in ^oui* loue and in joui* grace 
Ko force of dej> ne whan my spirit pace 1092 
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A tendei^ o dere .o. jenge children myn) 1093 

Joiire wooful niodere wende stedfastly 

J9af cruel houndes or some vermyn) 

Had eten jou but* god of his mercy 1096 

And joure benigne fadei^ tenderly 

Ha]7 done jou kepte and ))af same stouiide 

-Al sodeynly she swapte down to fe grounde 1099 

(150) 
And hin her swowne 80 sadly holdef she . 1100 

her children two whan she gan heiii brace 
That* wif gi-ete scleighf and difficiUte >afi76,Ucij] 

The children from her annes gan fei to rase 1103 

O mony a tere .o mony a pitous face 
Doun ranne of hem J)af s tod en hyr beside 
Vnnef aboute hui^ my^f Jei abide HOG 

(151) 
Walter hii^ vptakef ami her* sorowe gladuj) 1107 

She arise)) vp al abasshed from her trance 
And euery wi3f hii^ loye and feesf makef 
To she haue kaujt* a^ein her countenance 1110 

Walter her dof so feiJfuUy plesaunce 
Jaf if was deynte for to se pe chere 
Bitwixe hem two nowe f ei bene mette in fei-e 1113 

(152) 
Thise ladys whan fei her tyme say 1114 

han taken hur* and into chambre gone 
And stripen hir* out* of her rude aray 
And in a clofe of gold? faf brightc* shone 1117 

-wif a crowne of mony a riche sUme 
vpon hur* hede fei hii^ into halle brou^f 
And fer she was honoured as she oujf 1 1 20 

(153) 
Thus ha^ p\a pitous day a blisful ende 1121 

tfor euery man and wow man do)) his my3t* 
This day in myrfe and reuel to dispende 
Til on f e welken shoon fe sterres bri^f 1 1 24 
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ffoT more solempue in euery maunys 8i3f 

This fest;' was aud gretter of costage 

]>au was pe reuel of |k3 mariage 1127 

(154) 
ffui mony a ^eer iu bigH prosperite 1128 

lyuen fise two bi conconi aud in rest* 
And richely his dou^tei-' maried he 

Vnto a loixl on of fe worfiesf 1131 

Of aU ytaile and ^an in pees atul rest* 
His wifes fadei^ in his courte he kepe^ 
Til fat* his soule out* of* his body crepeth n«iii77] 1134 

(155) 
His sone entref into his heritage 1135 

In rest* and pees aftere his faders day 
And fortunate was eke in maringe 

Al putte he not* his wif in assay 1 138 

This world is not* [so] stronge it* is no nay 
As it* h&p bene in olde tyines 3ore 
And harkene]) what* ]ye auctot/r sei]y ]yerfoi*e 1141 

(156) 
Jjis stbrie is seide not* fat* wives shuld 1142 

fFolowe Gryseld as in huwiilite 
fFor it* were importable f oii^e fei wold 
But* fat* euery wijt* in his degre 1 1 45 

Shulde be constant* in aduersite . 
This storie which he wif high stile enditt*f 
Wif pacience Griseldf he qwitef 1148 

(157) 
ffor sifens a womman was so pacient* 1 1 41) 

Vnto a moi-taH man moch more we oujt* 
Eesceyue alle in gree fat* god vs sent* 
ffor grete scelys he preuef fat* he bou^t* 1 152 

Mankynde f e which fat* he wrou3t* 
As self seint* lame if ^e his pistel rede 
He preuef folk al day it* is no drede 1 155 
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And suffrej) vs as for our exercise 1156 

WiJ) sharpe shoures of aduersite 

Wei ofte to be leten in sondry wise 

No we forto knowe vs for certys he 1159 

Er we were bom knewe al our freelte 

And for our best* is al om** gouernawuce 

Laf vs it* haue Jan in vertuous suffranco 1162 

lChaueer*i addition to the Tale.1 

But* 00 witte liarkenej) lordyngges er ^e goo / 1163 

It were ful harde nowe atiayes 

In al a toune fynde Griseldys Jjre or two 

ffor if ])ei were putte in sucH assaies 1166 

]>e gold of hem ha]) nowe so hardf alaies 

WiJ) bras J)af ^oxv^q J)e kynde be faire attc yo 

It* wott raj)er brast* a two fan plye 1169 

(160) 
fffor whiche hiere , for the wifes love of* bath t*^?:'?}''^,*^* 
whos lyf* and al hirs . swete god mayntcigiic^ iT'iloii^'ieas^ 
In high maistrie . and eUis were it* skath ^'•'^^^'•'- ^'«*-^'' 
I wil with lusty herf . fressh and gi-eue 1 173 

Say now a song* . to gladde yow I wene 
And late vs stynt* . of* Emestful matierc 
Herknyth my song* . that* saith in this manei-e] 1176 

P l-line gap in the MS, after 1. 1171.] 
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(161) 

GRisel() is dede and eke her pacienco [Uaf m, uack] 

And boj) at* onys y buried in Ytalie 
ffor which I cry in open audience 1179 

No wedded man be hardy to assailo 
His wyves pacience in trust to fyndo 
Griseldes for in certoyn he slial faile 1182 
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noble wyues fill of hegfi prndence 

laf none liumilite ^oure tonge nayle 

Ne lat* no clerk* haue cause ne diligence 1185 

To write of 30U a storie of sucfi mervaile 

As of giiselde pacient* and kynde 

lesf Chychyuache 30U swelowe in hir entraile 1188 

FoloweJ) ekko ]>af holde]) no silence 

But* euere answerej) a,V Je countretale 

Be J) not* bydafted for our Innocence 1191 

But* sharpely take on jou pe goue?Tiaile 

Emprintej) wel pis lesson in joure mynde 

fiFor Comon p^'ofif sitfi if may availe 1 194 

NE drede hem nou^t* dotfi hem no reuerence 1201 

Ifor Jjouje ]>ine husbonde araied be in uiaile 

j>e arowes of ])i crabbed eloquence 1-03 

Shal perce his brest and eke his aduentale 

In lalowsie I rede eke J)ou hyw bynde 

And paV ]>ou shalt make hy7;t couche as do]) a quale 1206 

If J>ou be faire pere folk bene in present* 

Shewe J>ou J)i visage and J>ine apparaile 

If fowe be fowle be free of J>i dispence 1 209 

To gete J>e freendes ay do fi travaile 

Be aye of chere as li3t* as leef on lynde 

And laf hym care and wepe and wryng* and wailo 1212 

}e Arche wiffes stondej) af jour* defence 1 11^5 

Si]) 3e bene stronge as is a grete camaile 

Ne SuffreJ) not* J)at* man do 30U offence 1197 

And sclendere wyves feble as in bataile 

Beth egre as a tygre ^ende in Ynde 

Ay ClappeJ) as a myllo I 30U counsaile . 1 200 
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iFbr tke Squirt'B Prologue ofth* PHwoHh UStftke Man-of-LafpShipwtau Link.] 

IT The prologe of ]>e ffrawnkeleyri). [i;^^'*^ 

ETTY goddis mercy seide oure hoosf J)oo / 

JLJL Alle euel wyues god kepe vs fro 2420 

fifor mony scleijtes and 8ub[t]ilites 
Bene in wowmon paf bene eutj;'e bisy as bees 
Vs foly men forto desceyue 

ffor from pe so J) euere wil fei weivo 2424 

By mony ensamples if prouej) weH 
But* doutelees as trewe as eny stele 
I haue a wiff* j^ough she poor be 

But* of her tunge a labbyng* shrew is she 2428 

And she haj) an hepe of vices moo 
]>erof no force lat* al such pingges goo 
But* wete je what* in counsaile be it* saide 
Me rewe]) sore ])at* I am to her teide 2432 

ffor and I shuld rekne eue[r]y vice 
Which J)at* she haj> ywis I were not* wis 
And cause whi for it* shuld reported be 
And tolde to hure of somme of ])is mayne 2436 

Of whom it* nedej) not* to declare 
SiJ) wowmen kou out* such chaffare 
And eke my witte suffise]) not perto 
To telle alle Jjcrfore my tale is doo 2440 

[No break in the MS.] 



PETWORTH 374 (6-T. 476) 



GKOUP F. FKAGMENT VIl 

§ 1. THE SQUIRE'S HEAD-LINK. 
PETWORTH MS. 



Sir* ffrannkeleyne come nei^ if if ^our wille be ion ita/my 

And say ys a tale for sertys 36 

Can ])eron as moc& as eny man 

ITay sir* quod he I wil say as I can 4 

With hertely wille for I nyl be rebelle 

A3einsf ^oure wille . a tale no we wil I telle 

HAue me excused 3if I sey amys . 

My wille is good and loo my tale is J)is 7 8 

f Here ende|» ]>e prologe of ]>e fFtannkeleyii 
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And here bygynne]) pe firaTinkeleyns tale ron^^^ns] 

[THE PROEM.] 

Thiae olde gentile bretoyne^ in her* daies 
Of dyuers auentures maden laies 
Rymeden in her furst* bretoyne toiige 
"Which layes wij> her instrunientes ]>ei songe 712 

Oijjer ellis radden hem for her plesance [ie*f its, back] 

And oon of hem haue I in remembrance 
Which I shal seie wif as good wille as I can/ 
But* sirs by cause Jjaf I am but* a buriH: man 716 

At* my bygynnynge fursf I 30U biseche 
Haue me excused of my rwde speche 
I lered neuere rethorike certeyne 

finge faf I speke it* mof be bare and pleyne 720 

I slepte neuere on ])e mounte of pamaso 
Ne I neuer lered . Marchus Tullius ne Cithero 
Colours of rethorike knewe I none wit/i-ouf drcdo 
But< such coloures as growen in ])e mede 724 

Or ellis such as men dye or peynf 
Colours of rethorike bene to me queynf 
Mi spirif fele^ not* of such matiera 

But* if 30U lust* my tale shul je here 728 

[No break in the MS!] 

[THE TALE,] 

Ther was a knyghf fat* loued and did his peyne 730 

In armorike ^af cleped is bretoyne 729 
To semen a lady in his best* wise 

And mony a laboure <& mony a grete emprise 732 
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SIX-TEXT 501 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth MS. 

He for his lady wrou3t* er she were wo^/ne 

ffor she was oon fe fairest* vndere sonne 

And eke ferto come of so high kynrede 

Jaf wel vmiefes durst* fis knyghf for drede 7^^(» 

Telle hure his woo his peyne and his distrossc 

But* at* )>e last* she for his wor)>inesso 

And namely for his meke oheysaflce 

Haf suche a pite kau3t* of his penawnce 740 

That* prively she felle of his acorde 

To take hym for hure husbond? and her lordf 

Of suche lordship as men han ouer her wyves 

And forto lede J>e more in hlisse her lyvos 744. 

Of his fre wille he swore hurc as a knyjt* 

Jat* neuere in his wille by day ne ny5t* 

"Ne shul(J vpon hym take no maistrie 

A3einst* her wille ne kith hure lalousie 74,8 

But* hure obeye and folowe her wille in M ricaf 179] 

As eny louyere to his lady shaH 

Saue fat* fe name of souereynte 

That* wolde he han for shame of his degre 752 

She jK)nke)> hym and wif ful grete hu?wblesse 

She seide sii* sif of joure gentylnesse 

^e profre me to han as large a reyne 

Ke wolde neuere god betwix vs tweyne 756 

As in my gilt* were eifer werre or striff* 

Sii* I wil be 30ure owne humble <fe trewc wiff* 

Haue here my troufe til fat* my herf brost* 

Thus bene fei bof in quiete and in rest* 700 

ifor oon finge sires saufly dar I seie 

That* frendes euerich ofer most* obeie 

jif fei wil longe holde companye 

loue wil not* bene constreyned be maistryo 704 

whan maistrie commef fe god of loue anon 

Betef on his wengges and fare-welc he is goii 

loue is a finge as eny spirite fjree 

Wowimen of kynde desiren liberie 708 
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SIX-TEXT 502 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth MS. 

And noujt* to be constreyned as a fraH 

And 80 done men ^if I J>e soje seie shall 

Loke who J>af is mosf pacienf in loue 

He is at* his avauntage aboue 772 

Pacience is an hie vertue certeyfl 

fFor it* venquysshef as clerkes seyne 

Thingges J>at* rigoure shulde neucre ateyne 

ffor euery worde men may not* chide ne pleyne 776 

Leme^ to suffre or elHs so mote I gon 

3e Shul it* leme whedei' je wil or nofl 

ffor in f is world certcyne no wi3t* nys 

J>af he ne dof or seij) some tyme amys 780 

Or o)>ei^ siknesse oi]>er constellacioQ 

Wyne . woo . or chaunchynge of complexion 

Cause]) ful oft* to do amys eifei* speken 

On euery wronge men may not* be a-wrekuii 784 

After© Je tyme most* be temp<?raMnce [leaf 170, bock] 

To euery wi^t* fat* can no gouerna?«ice 

And Jerfore haf fis worf i wise kny3te 

To lyue in ease suffrafice hare bihi3te 788 

And she to hym ful wisely gan to swere 

J)at* neuere shuld Jer be defaute in here 

Here may men seen an humble wif acord 

Thus ha]> she take her seruaz^nte and her lord 792 

Seruaunte nyl on and lord in mariage 

)>an was he bo]> in lordship and seruage 

Seruage nay but* in lordschip alloue 

Syrens he ha]> bo]) his lady and his loue 796 

His lady certys and his wiff also 

The which J>at* lawe of loue accordef ferto 

And whan he was in f is prospe^ite 

Home wif his wiif he gof to his cuntre 800 

Not* fcr fro Pedmarke fer as his dwelling* was 

Where as he lyuef in blisse and in solas 

Who couthe telle but* he had wedded he 

The Toic fe case and fe prosperite 804 
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SIX-TEXT 503 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Pe^orth MS. 

« 

Tliat is bitwix an Imsboudf and his wiff 

A 3ere and more lasted f is blisful lif* . 

Til J)at* Jis kny3f of whicfi I spake of fus 

Thaf of kynrede was cleped Arueragus 808 

Shope hym to goon and dwelle a 3ere or tweyii) 

In engelonJ fat* cleped was breteyh) ./ 

To seche in armes worship and eke honowr 

ffor aH hit lusf he sette in such labow?* 812 

And dwelle J) fere fe boke seif fus 

Now wil I stinf of J>is Arueragus 

And speken I wil of dorygen his wiff* 

That* louejj her husbonde as his hertes lif* 81(3 

And for his absence wepef she and sikefc 

As done fise noble wyues whan hem likef . 

She niournef . wakej) . wailef . fastcf & playnef 

Desire of his presence hure so destreynej) 820 

That* att f is wide worldf she sette at* nou^t* D«if leaj 

Her frendes which fat* knewe her hevy f uu3t* 

In al fat* euere f oi my^f or may 

fei prechen hui* fei tellen hui^ ny^t and day 824 

fat* causelees she sleef her self alis 

And euery comfort* possible in f is cas 

They doon to hure wif al her bysynease 

And al forto make hure late her heuyncisse 828 

By processe as 30 knowe wel eucreclmn 

Men may so longo grauen in f e ston 

Til some figure f er-Inne empnnted be. 

So longe ban fei conforted hure fat* she 832 

Itesceyued haf by hope and by resofl 

The emprintyng* of hure cowstellaciofi 

Thorgh which here grete sorowe gan aawago 

Hhe may not alway endure in such a mcjo 83G 

And eke arueragus in al f is caifi 

Haf sent* hor W/res home in al f is fai-e 

And fat^ lie wol<l' come hastoly a^oiu 

Oyfcr ellis had f is sorowe huro hort' sclayfi 840 

rKTWOUTII 37i) (O-T. 503; 



SIX-TEXT 501 

Guour p. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth KS. 

Her frendcs seg& huie herf gan to sclake 

Aud preiden hure on kiiees for goddys sake 

To come and to Kome hure in coniponye 

Away to dryve huro derk fautasie Si-i 

And fynaly she graunted ]>at< request* 

ifor wel she seghe it' was for J>e besf 

^owe stoode hure castel fast* by )>e see 

And oft wij) hure frendes walked she 848 

Hire to disporte on J>e See bank* on hegh 

Where as she mony shippe and barge segfe 

Seilynge her cours where hewi lusf to goo 

13uf 3it« was fer a parcelle of her woo . 852 

ffor to hure self ful ofte seide she 

Is per no shippe of so mony as I see 

wil bringe home my lord fan wold my herte 

Al warisshe of )>ise bittere peynes smerte . 856 

A-noJ)er tyme J>er wil she sitte and J^enke [leaf iso, iMek] 

And cast* her yen downward? fro Je brinke 

But* whan she segh pe grissly rokkes blake 

Hbr verrey fere wold hure hert* quake 860 

)>at* on her fete she my^t* not* hure sustene 

fan wold she sitte doune on fe grene 

And pitously into fe see she wolde biholde 

And seyn rijt* fus with soroweful hert* cold 864 

£teme god fat* fourgh f i pz^rueawice 

Ledest* f e worlde by certeyn gouemawnce 

In ydelnesse as men sayne ye no finge make 

But* lorde f ise grisly feendly rokkes blake 868 

That* semen raf er a foule confusiofi 

Of werk* fan eny faire creacion 

Of which a parfit* god and a stable 

why han ^e wrou3t* f is werk vnresonable 872 

ifor by f is werk* souf e . norf . eesf & west* 

Ther nis yfostred man ne bridde ne beesf 

It* dof no good to my witte but* anoyef 

8e je not* lorde how man-kynde it* destroief 876 

PETWORTII 380 (6-T. 601j 



SIX-TEXT 505 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

An C. thousand bodies of mah-kynde 

Han Fokkes sclayn al be ]>ei nou3t in mynde 

Which mankynde is so faire part* of J)i werke 

Jaf fow it maidest* like to J)ine honde werke 880 

fan semed it* ^e had a grete cheerte 

Toward? inankynde but* how fan may if be 

f af 3e suche menes make if to destroien ./ 

Which menes done no good buf euer anoyen 88 i 

I wote wel clerkys wollen seyn as hem lesf 

By argumenf faf al fing* is for f e besf 

f ough I ne can f e causesse forsof knowe 

^uf filk god faf made wynde to blowe 888 

As kepe my lorde fis is my conclusion 

To clerkes lete I al disputacion 

Buf wolde god faf aH fe rokkes blake 

Were sonken into helle for his sake 892 

Thise rokkes scleen myu herf for fere [leaf isi] 

Thus wold she sayn wif mony a pilous tere 

Hire frendes segh faf [it] was no disporf 

To Eomen by fe see buf discomforf 896 

And shdpen for to pleyen somwher ellis 

They leden hure by ryuers and by wellys 

And eke in o)>er places delitables 

Thei daunsen and pley atte chesse and tables 900 

So on a day ri3f on f e morowe tyde 

Vnto a gardyne faf was fer beside 

In whiche faf f ei had made her ordinawnco 

Of vitaille and of o})ere purueaunce 901 

They goon and pleien hem al fe longe day 

And f is was on f e sexf morowe of may 

Which may had peinted wif his softe shoures 

This gardeyn ful of leues and of floures 908 

And wif craff of mannys honde so curiously 

Araied had f is gardyne traily 

Thaf neuere nas fer gardyne of such pn'se 

Buf 3if if were fo verrey paradyse 91 2. 
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SIX-TKXT 506 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth M8. 

The oclo?/r of floures and fe fresshe si^t* 

Wold haue made eny pensif herf li3t* 

Tliat* eucro was born but* if to grete sikiiesse 

Oijer to grete sorowe helde if in distresse 9 1 6 

And aftere dynere gan fei to daunco 918 

So ful it* was of bewte wif plesat/nce 917 

And syngen also but* dirigen song* allond 

And made alway her com])leinte and her mone 920 

ffor she ne scgh him in J>e dauncc goo 

J)at* was her husbonde ami her louo also 

]5ut* na]>elees she most* a tyme alnde 

And wif good hope lete she her sorowe glid»3 924 

IT Vpon fis daunce amonges ofer men 

Daunsed a squiei^ afore Dorigen 

)3at* fresshei^ was and lolier of araye 

As to my dome fan is pe mon]>e of may 928 

He syngef and dounsef passinge eny man [leaif isi, hack] 

Jjat* is or was si fens fis world bygan 

J)er-wif he was if men shuld hyw discrivo 

On fe best* faring* man alyiie 932 

Jong* . strong* ri^t* vertuous riche and wis 

And wel byloued and holden in grete pris 

And shortely if fe sof tcllen T shal 

Vnwittyng* of fis Dorigen at* att 93G 

This lusty sqnyere seruaz/nte to Venus 

Which fat* icleped was aurelius 

Had loued hure best* of eny ci'eature 

Two jcre and more as was his auenture 940 

But* ncuere durst* he t^lle of his greuarmce 

Wi)H)ut* cuppe he dronke al his penatmce 

He was despeired no f ing* durst* he saye 

Sauf in his sawe somwhat* wold he wi-eye 944 

His woo as in generaH compleynyng* 

He saidc he loued and was byloued no fing* 

Of suche matere made he mony laic« 

Songges complcyntos roundolcttr^ virrclaies 948 
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SIX-TEXT 507 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth MS. 

How fat* ho durst* not* his sorowe telle 

Jat* languysshe]) as a fuyre do]? in helle 

And deyc ho seide most I as did £kko 

ifor Narsisus Jat* durst* not* telle hure woo do'2 

In opere manero j^an 30 here me saye 

Ne durst* he not* to hurf? his woo bywrey 

Saue pcrauenture somtyme at* daunces 

fere jonge men kepcn her ohseruaMnces 95 G 

It* may wel be he loked on hure face 

In such a wise as man ])af aske]> grace 

But* no ]>iuge wiste she of his entenf 

Najeles it* happed er J>ei pens went* 900 

Bycause Jat* he was hure neighbour 

And was a mon of worship and honoi^r 

And had yknowe hym off tymes 3ore 

fei fylle in speche more and more 904 

Vnto his pwrpoos drowe aurelius Heaf i82j 

And whan he segh his tyme he saido ]>us 

Madame quod he by god fat* fis world! made 

So fat* I wist* it* my3t* 3oure herte glade 908 

I wold fat* day fat* 3oure arueragus 

Went* to f e see fat* I Aurelius 

Had went* fat* I shuld neuere come a3ein 

ifor wel I wote my seruise is in veyft 972 

My gwerdoii is but* brestyng of myii hcrte 

^ladame rewef vpon my peynes smertc 

tfor as wif a sweixle 3e may me scle or sane 

Here at 3oure fote god wolde I were in gmuc 970 

I haue as nowe no leisere forto seio 

Haue mercy on me swete or 30 wil do me die 

She gan to lokc vpon Aurelius 

Is ficj 3oure wille quod she and saye 3e f us 980 

Neucr erst* quod she ne wist* I what* 30 nicnt* 

]]ut* nowe Aui*ely I knowe 3oure entenf 

By f ilkc god f af 3af me soule and liff 

Ko ^hal I ncucre be an vntrewo wiff 984 
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SIX-TEXT 508 

GROUP F. § 4. fraxklin'8 tale. Fetworih MS. 

In worde ne werk as fer as I haue ivitte 

I wil bene his to whom faf I am knytte 

But aftero faf in pleyn f us seide she 988 

Take fis for fynal answere as for me 987 

Aurely quod she by hi3e god aboue 

3if wil I graunte jou to be ^oure loue 

Sif Je I see jou so pitonsly compleyne 

I^ko what* day fat* euenlong* breteyne 992 

3e remeue alle fe Kokkes stoon by stoon 

J?af fei laf shippe ne bote none 

I saye whan ^e han made fise costes so clone 

Of Bokkes fat* fer be no stone sene 99G 

fan wil I loue 30U best* of eny man 

Haue here my trouf e in al fat* eucre I can 

Is fere noon of er grace quod he 

No by fat* lorde quod she fat made me . 1000 

ifor wel I wote fat* shal neuere betide pear is*, back] 

Lat* such foly out* of ^oure hert* glide 

"WTiat* deynte shulcJ man haue be his lif* 

fforto loue anofere mannys wiff* 1004 

fat* haf hure body whan fat* hym likef 

Aurelius ful ofte sore sikef 

Woo was Aurelius whan he f is herde 

And wif a sorowful hert* fus answerde 1008 

^Madame quod he f is were an impossible 

fan mote I deye a sodeyne def e horrible 

And wif fat* worde he turned hym anon 

Tho come hire ofcr frendes mony ofi 1012 

And in the aleis romed vp and doun 

And no fing* wist* of fis conclusioun 

But* sode}Tily bygonne to reuel newe 

Til fat* fe brijte sonne lost* his hwe 1016 

fTor f orisonth haf raft* f c sonne his lijt* 

This is as moche to say as it was ny3t* 

And home fei gone in loic and in solace 

8auc only wrecched Aurelius alias 1020 
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SIX-TEXT 509 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's talk. Petworih MS. 

lie to his hous is gone wi|> sorowful herte 

he seif he may nof from his dej) asterte 

Hym seme]) he felej) his hert* colde 

Vp to fe heuene his hondys gan he holde 1024 

And on his knees hare he sette hym doun 

And in his raving* seide })is Orisoz^n 

fTor verrey woo out* of his witte he breide 

He nysf not* what* he spake but* Jus he seide 1028 

WiJ pitous herf haf he compleynf bygon 

Vnto )>e goddesse and first vnto J>e sonne 

He seide Appollo god and goucmoMr 

Of euery planete . herbe . tree and floui' 1 032 

]}at* ^euest* aftere \>i declinaciofi 

To ech of hem his tyme and his sesofi 

And Jjine harborowe chaungej) lowe and Jiie 

Lord Phebus cast* pi merciable ye 1036 

On wrecched Aurely which Jaf am but* lorne [leaf w«i 

loo lord my lady haj) my dep sworne 

WijK)ute gilt* buf J)i benignite 

Vpon my dedly herte haue somr/ie pite 1040 

But* wel I wote lorde phebus if jou lesf 

53 may me helpe to haue my lady best* 

Now vouchej) sauf faf I may jou devise 

How fat* I may be hulpe and in what* wise 1044 

3oure blisful sustre lucyna fe Shene 

Jjat* of the see is cheef goddes and queue 

Jjou3e Neptynus haue deite in fe See 

Jit* Emperesse abouen hewi is she 1048 

3e knowen wel lord! ri3f as hure desire 

Is to be qwykkened and li3tned of 30ur fire 

ffor which she folwef 30U fup] bisily 

Ri3t* 800 pe See desire]) naturelly 1052 

To folowen hure as she ])at* is goddesse 

Bo])e in pe See and in ])e Kyuere more and lesse 

Wherfore lorde phebus ])js is my requeste 

Do fis myraclc or do myn herte to-brest' 1050 
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SIX-TEXT 510 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

Tliaf nowe nexf af fis opposiciofi 

Whiche in f e eigne shal be of Je lyofl 

As preie hure so grete a floode to bi^'nge 

•fat* .V. fathme af fe leest* it* ouere sprynge lOGO 

j>e hiest* rokke in harmorike Bretaigne 

And laf f is flode enduie 3eres tweyne 

Than certis to my lady may I saye 

Holdejj joure heeste j>e rokkes ben awaye 1064 

Lord Phebus do f is miracle for me 

Preie hure she goo no faster cours fan je 

T seie fowe pua preie joure sustre fat* she go . 

No fastere cours fan ^e f ise jeres two 1068 

fan shal she be euere at f e ful alway 

And springe floode lastef bof nyjt and day 

And but* she vouche-sauf in such manere 

To graunte me my lady souereyn dere 1072 

Preie hure to synken euery rokke ado/m [iMfi8s,i»ck] 

Into hure owne derk* regiown 

Vndere fe grounde f er Pluto dwellef Inne 

Oifere neuere more shal I my lady wynno 1076 

Thi temple in Delphos wil I barefote seke 

Lorde Phebus biholde ^e f e teeres of my cheke 

And of my peyne haue compassio?*n 

And wif fat* worde in swoune he fille ado?m. 1080 

And longe tyme he lay in a tra?mce 

his brofer which fat* knewe of his pcnr;?aico 

Vp kaujt hym and to bed hy??i brou3f 

Despeired in his torment* mid his fou3t* 1084: 

Ix)o I f is wooful creature lye 

May chese whedere to lyve or dye 

IF Arueragus wif hool and grete hono?^r 

As he [that] was of chyualrie f e floui-e 1088 

Is commen home and of er worf i men 

blisful art* f ou Doregen 

fat* hast* fine lusty husbonc) in fine armes 

f (/t fresshc knyght* fat* worf i man of armes 1092 
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SIX-TEXT 511 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's talb. Petworth MS. 

fat* loue]) fe as his o^me hertys lif 

No fing* lesf he to be ymagynatiff 

J)0U3e eny wijf had spoke while he was oute 

To hure of loue he made J^erof no doute 1096 

He nou3t* enteiide]> to no such matere 

But* daunse]> . luste]) . and make)) good chere 

And )}us in loye and blisse I laf hem dwelle 

And of fe swete Aurelius * wil I telle p>ir«<,Anieim8,««vif^.j 

In langour and in furious torment* J>us 

Two 3ere and more lay wrecched aurelius . 

Or eny foote on erjje he myjt^ goft 

No comfort* in ])is tyme nad he noil 1 104 

Sauf of his brofere which fat was a clerke 

he knewe of all fis woo and al fis werke 

ffor to nofi of er creature certeyfl 

Of fis matere ne durste he no worde seyii) 1108 

Vndere his brest* he here it* more secree i\mt imj 

Than euere did phamphilius for galathe 

His brest* was hoole wi|)-outen for to sene 

But* in his herte was ay fe arowe kene 1112 

And wel to knowe fat* afore Sanure 

In Surgery fill perilous is f e cure 

But* men my3t* not* touche f e arowe f ou^e he come f erby 

His brofer wepef and weilleth pively 1116 

Til at* f e last* hym felle in remembrance 

That* whiles he was at* orliaficc in france 

As 3onge clerices fat* bene likerous 

To reden artes fat* bene curious 1120 

Seken in euery halke and euery heme 

Particulere sciences forto leme 

He him remembref vpon a day 

At* Orliaunce in stody a boke he saie 1 124 

Of magike naturel which his felawe 

fat* was fat* tyme a bachilere of lawe 

Al were he f ^fre to leme anofer craft* 

And priuoly vpon his desk' he laft* 1 1 28 
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SIX-TEXT 512 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

This boke whicfe speke mochel of op/?racions 

Touchinge Je eiglit and twenty ^ mancions [» jfA'xxviuj 

)}at^ longen to ^e mone and sucll foly 

As in our daies nys nat* worf a flye 1132 

fFor holy churche seij in our bileue 

Ne sutfre]) noon illusiofi vs to greue 

And whan ])is booke was in remembraunce 

Anone for ioy he gan to daunce 1136 

And to hyni self saide prmely 

My brofer shal be warisshed hastely 

£for I am siker ])at* ])er bene sciences 

By which men make dyuers apparences 1140 

whichc as fise subtile tregetours pleien 

ffor off at* feestes haue I herde seyen 

That* tregetours wij>-in an lialle large 

Han maden come watei^ in a barge . 1144 

And in the hallo rowe vp and doune [leafisi^iMckj 

Somtyme haf semed [come] a grete lyown 

[And somtyme flours spryng as in a raede ^wiJp«JS?' 

Somtyme a vyne/ and grapes whyt and reede] 1148 

Somtyme a castel al of lyme and ston 

And whan hen liked voide it* anon 

Thus semed if to euery ma^^nys si3t* 

Now fan conclude I f us if fat* I myjt* 1 152 

At* Orliaunce some olde felawe finde 

])at* had f e moons mancions in mynde 

Oif er magike naturel aboue 

He shuld wel make my brof^r han his loue 11 5G 

ffor wij) apparens a man may make 

To mannys si3t* fat* alle f e Rokkes blake 

Of Bretoyne were ywent* euerechofl 

And fat* shippes by f e brinkes myjt* commen ami goil 1 160 

And in such fonne enduren a 3ere or twoo 

fan were my brof er warsshed of his woo 

fan moste she nedis knowe hure byhesf 

Or ellis he shal shameu hur^ at* fe lest* 1164 

rtTWORTII 388 (6-T. 512) 



8IX-TEXT 513 
GROUP F. § 4. FRANKLIN^S TALE. PctWOrth MS. 

What* shuldf I make a lenger tale of f is 

Vnto his brofer bedde co?nmen he is 

And suche co^nforte he 3aue hym forto goii 

To orliaunce fat* he vpstert* auon 1168 

And on his way forfwaixJ is he fare 

In hope to bene ylissed of his care 

Whan J)ei were come almost* to paf cite 

But* if it* were a two forlonge or free 1172 

A }onge clerk* romyng* by hewself fei metto 

Whiche fat* in latyn thriftely hjrm grett^j 

And aftere fat* he seide a wonder^ f inge 

1 knowe quod he fe cause of joure commynge 1 176 

And er f ei forf er eny foote went* 

He tolde hem all fat* was in her entent* 

f is bretoyne clerke hym asked of ffelawes 

fe whiche fat* he had knowe in olde daies 1180 

And he answered hym fat* f ei dede were 

fFor whiche he wept* ful mony a tere 

Doune of* his hors Aurelius li3t* anon [leanssi 

And forf wif fis Magicien is he g5n 1184 

Home to his hous and made hem wel at* eese 

Ham lackef no vitaile fat* hem myjt* plese * 

So wel an araied hous as ther was ofl 

Auielius in his lif ne segh none 1188 

He shewed hem ere [fei] went* to sopere 

fforestis and parkes ful of wilde dere 

[Ther sauhe he hertis / with ther homys hihe ^^^/SJf^*^ 

The grettest / that evir wer seyne wtt^ eye 1192 

He sauhd of hem an hundred / slayn6 wyth houndes 

And som with arwes / bleede of bytter wowndes 

He sauhe whanne wyde were the wylde deer 

The fauconers vpoii) a fayr ryver] 1196 

And howe facouns han f e herowne sclayil 

fat* segll he knyghtes iusten in a playil 

And aftere fis he did hym such plesat/nce 

fat* he hym shewed his lady in a daunce 1 200 
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GROUP F. §4. frakklin'8 TALE. Potwoxth MS. 

On wliicfi liim self daunsed em hym foujf 

And whan pis malstere ^at* pia magike wrou3t* 

SegH if was tyme and clapped his hondys twoo 

A fate wele al oure reuel is ydoo 1204 

But* jiV ronieue pel neuere out* of p'la hous 

whiles )}ei seghe al )>is 8L3f merveilous 

But* in his stody ])ere as his bokes be 

J>ei sitten stille and no wi3t* but* fei fro 1208 

To him |)is maastere called pan a sqwiere 

And seide him pus is it* redy oure sopei-o 

Almost* an houre it* is 1 vndertake 

Si])eiiS I 30U bad oure sopere to make 1212 

Whan fat* f ise worf i men wenten witJi mo 

Vnto my stody fer as my bokes be 

Sii' quod J^is squiere whan it* likef 30U . 

If is al redy ))0U3e 30 wiH ri3f nowe 1216 

Go we fan soupe quod he & for pe besf 

fise Amerous folk* somtyme mote haue resf 

And after sopere fille pel in trete 

Whaf som772e shulde pis maisters guerdofi be 1220 

To rem[u]e alle pe Eokkes of brcteync 

And eke from geron to pe moufe of Seyii) 

He made if straunge <& swore so god hym saue 

Lasse fan a fousand pounde he nolde nof haue 1224 

Ise gladly for faf somme he nold nof goon [leuf las, i«ck] 

Aurelius wif blisful herf anon ' 

Answered f us . fie on a thousand pounde 

This wide worldf faf men seyn is rounde 1228 

faf wold I 3eue if I were lord of if 

This bargayn is ful drive for we bene knyf 

30 shullen be paide trewly be my troufcj 

Buf lokef nowe for no negligence no sloufe 1232 

30 tary vs here no lenger fan to morowe 

Kay quod this clerke haue here my ti'ouf e to borowe 

To bedde is gone Aurelius whan hym lisf 

And wi'lnygh al f;if ny3f lie had his resf 123G 
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GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth MS. 

f'dV for his labourc and for his hope of blisse 

His wooful herte of penatince had a lisse 

Vpon jjis morowe whan fat* if was day 

To breteigne toke fei J)e righf way 1240 

Aurelius and f is magicien be side 

And bene descended per fei wiUeu abide 

And yiB was as ]>e bokes me remembre 

fe colde frosty seson of decembre 1244 

Phebus wexe olde and hwed like latofi 

That* in his bote declinacion 

Shoone as f e bymed coldf wtt/i stremes bri3t* 

But* nowe in scorpion a-douno he lijf 1248 

Where as he shone ful pale I dar wel seyii) 

fe bitter* frostes with pe sclete aiid reyn) 

Destroied haj) J)e grene in euery 3erde 

I anus sitte by fe fuyr wit/t double borde 1252 

And drynkef of his bugle horn f e wyne 

Byfom hym stant* f e brawne of fe tusked swyiie 

And a nowell crief euery lusty man 

Aurelius in al fat* euere he can . 1 256 

Doth to his maistei* chere and reuerence 

And preief him to doii his diligence 

To bringgen him out* of his peynes smerte 

Oifere wij) a swerde fat* he wold sclitte his ht'^ie 1260 

That* subtile clerk* which fat* roufe had of f ?3 man p««f im] 

fat* nyght* and day he him spedde fat* he ne Ian 

To waite a tyme of his conclusioil 

This to say to make illusiofi 1264 

1 ne can no termes of Astrologie 1266 

By whiche an apparence of logelrie 1 265 

fat* she and euery wijt* shuld wene and seie 

That* of Breteyn fe rokkes bene away 1268 

Oif ere ellis f ei were sonken vnder groundo 

8o at* f e last* whan he his tyme founde 

To make his iapes and his wrecchednesse 

Of which a supersticious curscdnosse 1272 
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^^F oitoDF F. § 4- FBAN-Eu-s's TALE. Fctwortli KS. 


1 


^H His tables colletanes for}i ho broujf 




■ 


^^B fful wd corrected for ffr lacked DOitjt 




■ 


^^M Ke his coUectifi Qe liiii expans jervs 




■ 


^^1 Ne his rotea ne his oft-r gerea 


1276 


■ 


^^1 As beac his Centres and his argumrntz 




■ 


^^M And his proporcions conuenienta 




■ 


^H fibr his equacioos nnd euery ^inge 




■ 


^H And by his TiiiJ spei« in his wiikingo 


U80 


■ 


^H He knewe bowe fer alnajie was yshDuo 




■ 


^^B ffroiu ^e hcd^ of pUk" fixe arise^ aboiie 






^H J>iif in )!t nin//if i spere considered is 


V MX i.J 


■ 


^M Sul subtily he c.U[ciillc> al fh / 


l2Si 


■ 


^H And whan bi- had founds hia firsf maiieiOn 




fl 


^H He knewo fe remynaitnte by pi-oporcion 




■ 


^^f And kncwe fe arising- of J)e mone weH 




^ 


And in whooa face and termo euery deH 


1388 




And knewc ful wel fa monye raancioft 






Accordant* to his operacion 




« 


And knewe also his ofer obseruauncM 




ffor siicE illusions and such meschiiinccs 


1232 



As hejKn folk* vaed pilt dales 

ffor whicb no longer maked he delaies 

Buf f orgli Ilia niagike for a weke or tway 

It eemed as al the Bockes were away 1296 

Aurelius which ^f deepeired is i^f i^o, tuck] 

^rhedere he shal han hia loue or fare amys 

Awaitef nyjP and day of fis mymcle 

And whan he knewe Jier was nofl obstacle 1 300 

Jiat Toiden were Jiise rokkea euerechofl 

Doune to ^is malsten fete be fille anon 

And seide I woful wreche Aurelius 

Thonke jou loide and lady myno Venus 1304 

That* me han hulpe from my carya colij 

And to Jw temple forf hia way lia]) holdf 

%Vher6 he knewe ho shuIiJ fia Indy se 

And whan he segR bis tymc anon rijp he 1308 
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SIX-TEXT 517 

GROUP P. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

With dredfiil herte and humble chere 

Salwed haj) his souereyn lady dere 

My ri3tful lady quod f is wooful man . 

Whom I most* drede and loue as I best* can . 1312 

And lojjest* were of al fis world displese 

Nere it* fat* I for 30U haue suche dissese 

That* I most* dye here at* 3oure fote anofi 

IF But* not* wolde I telle howe me is woo bygofi 1316 

But* certes eifer most* I deye or pleien • 

Je slee me giltelees for verrey peyne 

But* of my deth )>ouje ye haue no roufe 

Aviso 30U er )>at* 30 lese 3oure troufe 1320 

Repent^)) 30U for f ilke god aboue 

Er 30 me sleen by cause fat* I 30U loue 

ffor madame wel 36 wote fat 30 ban hi3t* 

Not* fat* I chalence eny f ing* of ri3t* 132 1 

Of 30U souereyn lady but* 30Mr grace 

But* in a gardyne 3onde in such a place 

Je wote ri3t* wel fat* 30 bihote me 

And in myn honde 3oure troufe bli3t 30 1328 

To loue me best* god wote 30 saide so 

Al be fat* I vnworf i am f erto . 

Madame I seie it* for f e honurc of 30U * 

More fan to saue myn hertes lif ri3t* nowe . 1 332 

I haue done as 30 comaunded me n«ifi87i 

And if 3e vouchesauf ^e may go see 

And as 30U lust* liauef 3oure bihost* in mynde 

ffor qwikke or dede ri3t* f us 30 shullen me finde 1 336 

In 30U lif all to do me lyve or deye 

But* wel I woote f e rockes bene aweye 

He toke his leue and she astonyed stodo 

In al her face fer nas on drope of blood 1340 

She wende neuere han cpmmen in such a trappo 

Alias quod she fat* this euere shuld happe 

ffor wende I neuere by possibilite 

fat* such a meschaunce shuld eu/??'e bo 1344 
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BIX-TEXT 518 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

It* is a3emsf fe processe of nature ^ ^J^ /^*iSj ''"**' 

And home she goj) a soriful creature * 

ffor verrey fere vnnej^es may she goo / 

She wepej) and weille|> a day or twoo 1348 

And swo'wnej J)af it* lauthc was to see 

But* whi if was to no wijf tolde she 

ifor out* of toune was goon Arueragus 

But* to hure self she seide and speke fus . 1352 

In hure compleynte as ^e shul aftere here 

With face pale and wij) soriful chero 

Alias quod she on J)e fortune I playil 

)>at* vnware hast* wrapped me in pi chayfi 1356 

fFor which J>e eskape wote I no socoui* 

Saue only dej) eiper dishonoui* 

Oon of fise two bihoueth me to chese 

But* nafelees jit* had I leuei^ lese 1 360 

My lif pan of my body to haue a shame 

EiJ)er knowe my self fals eiper lese my name 

And wiJ) my def I may be quytte I- wis 

Han per nat* mony a wif er pis 1364 

And mony a maiden sclayn her self alias 

Kajjer fan wijj her bodies done trespas 

And certes loo J)ise stories beren witnesse 

Whan xxx.*' tirauntz ful of cursednesse . 1 368 

Had sclayn Phidon in Athenes at* |>e lest* De*f isr.bMk] 

They commaunded his doujters to arest* 

And bringgen [hem] byforn hym in despit 

Al naked to fidfille her foule delite 1372 

And in her faders bloode ^i made heyn daunce 

Vppon pe pauement* god jeue hem meschat/nce 

flbr which fise wooful maidens ful of drede 

Raifer Jan fei wolde lese her maidenhede 1376 

])ei prively bene sterte into a welle 

And dreinte hem self as pe bokes telle 

Thei of mesne lete enquere and seke 

Of lacedemye .L maidens eke 1380 
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GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Fetworth MS. 

On whicfe fei woldeii dofl her lecherie 

But* was Jer none of al faf companye 

\>a.V she nas sclayn and wif a glad entent* 

Chese pe rafere to die fan to assent* 1 J8-4 

To bene enpressed of her maidenhede 

Wbi shuldf I )>an to dye bene in drede 

Lo eke pe tiraunte Austoclides 

faf loued a maiden which hi3t* Symphalidcs 1388 

Whan jjat* hure fadere sclayn was on a ny^f 

Vnto Dianes temple gof she anon ri^t* 

And henf fe ymage wij) hurc amies twoo / 

ffrom which ymage she nolde neuer goo 131)2 

No wijf my3f fro hit* hiire handis race 

Til she was sclayn in fe self place 

Nowe sifens faf maidens had such despit 

To bene defouled wif mannys foide deli to 139G 

Wei ou3te a wiff raf ere hure self slee 

fan ben defouled as fenkef me 

What* shal I sayn of hasdrubaldys wif 

fat* at* Cartage biKiff herself hur liff 1400 

ifor whan she segh fat* Romayns wan fe toun 

She toke her chuldren alle and swept* adoun 

Into f e fuyre and dies rather to dye 

fan eny Eomayfi did hure vilenye HO-t 

Haf not* lucres ysclayn hure self alias [leaf iss] 

At* Eome fere she oppressed was 

Of Tarquyne for hure f ou^t* it* was a shame 

To live whan fat* she had lost* her name 1408 

The .viij. maidens of Melefie also / 

Han sclayn hem self for drede and woo / 

Baf er fan folk of gaule shuldl hem oppresso 

Moo fan a M| stories as I gesse 1412 

Couf e I nowe telle as touching* f is matere 

Whan habradas was sclayn his wif so dere 

Her self sclowe and lete her blood to glide 

In Habradas woundes brood and wide 141G 
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SIX-TEXT 520 

GROUP F. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

And saide my body at* fe leeste waye 

Ther shal no wi3f defoile if f af I may 

What* shuld I moo ensamples herof sayfl 

Si])on ])at* so mony han hem self sclayfi H20 

Wei ra^er fan pei wolde defowled be 

I wil conclude what* is best for me 

[Tho sleen my self, than be defouled thus f"/-^'^^^"^ 

I wilbe trewe . vnto Arueragus] 1424 

Ei])er raf er slee my self in some manera 

As did Demonycions dou3tere dere 

By cause fat* she nolde defoiled be 

O Cedasus it* is ful grete pite 1428 

To reden how fi dou3ter8 deiden alias 

fat* sclowe hem self for suche manere cas 

As grete appetif was it* or more 

The theban maiden fat* for Kichasore 1432 

[Hir selfen slough right for suche a mane?* woo 2^^'*^^ ^ 

Another theban mayden dide right so] 

Hure had wedded and sore dressed . [spurious] 

For oon of Masidoigne had hure oppressed . 1435 

What* shal I seyn of Nicharatyfs wiflf 

fat* for such caas biraft* hei^ self her lif 

Howe trewe was eke to Alcebiades 

His loue fat* forto dyen [rafer] ches 1440 

fan forto suffre his body vmbreided be 

Loo which a wif was alcesteyn qz^d she 

What* Emore of good Penolof e 

AUe Grece knowef of her chaastite 1444 

Pa}*de of leodomya is written f us [leaf iss, tMckj 

That* whan a Troy was sclayn protheselayus 

^o lenger nold she lyf aftere his day 

]9e same of noble porcia telle I maye 1448 

Wif-outen brutus quod she not* lyve 

To whom [s]he had alhole hure herte jeue 

The parfit* wifhode of Archemesie 

Honoured is forgh alle fe barberye 1452 
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GROUP F. § 4. franklin's talk. Petworth MS. 

teuta quene in pi wifly chastite 
To alle wives may Jou a myrowr be 

[ ... 720 gap in the MS: these lines 

. . . . known only in JSUesmere MS.] 1456 

Thus playned Dorigen a day or tweye 

Purposinge euere f af she wolde deye 

But* na))eles vpon f e fred ny3f 

Home came Arueragus fe worthi knyjf H60 

And asked hure whi fat* she wepte so sore 

And she gan wepen euere pe lenger more 

Alias quod she ])at< euere was I borne 

Thus haue I seide quod she ]>us haue I sworii 14G4 

4 

1 tolde hy?» alle as je han herde bifore 
It* nede^ not* rchersen it here-of no more . 
This husbonde wij glad chere in sondry wise 
Answerde and seide as I shal [30U] devise H68 
Is f er oujt* ellis Dorigen but* pis 

Kay nay quod she god helpe me so as wisse 

J)is is to moche if* it* were goddes wille 

30 wiff quod he lat* sclepe ])at* is stille 1472 

It* may be wel jif pe^-auenture to saye 

Je shuUen joure trouf e holden be my fay 

fFor god so wisly helpe me 

I had wel leuere ystikked forto be 1476 

fFor verrey loue which I to 30U haue 

But* 3if 3e shuld 30ure trouthe Saue 

Troupe is pe hiest* ])Lng* ))at* man may kepe 

But* wij fat* word he brast* anon to wepe 1480 

And seide I 30U forbede in peyfi of deth 

That* neuei' whOes 30U lastef) lif* & bretE 

To no wi3t* telle of* fis cure Peaf iso] 

As I may I most* my lif endure 1484 

ISTe make no countenaunce of heuynesse 

J)at* folk* of 30U may deme harme or gesso 

And foTp he clepef a sqwiere and a mayde 

Go J) forf anofl with Dorigen he saide 1488 
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GROUP F. § 4. frankun's tale. Fetworth MS. 

And bringej) hure to sucfe a place anofl 

Thei toke her leue and on her way fei gofl 

Buf pei ne wiste whi she thider went* . • 

He nolde no v^i^V telle hure entent* ■ 1492 

[iTkme Hnet known omfif 
in the BUetmere MS.} 



1496 



no gap in the MS.] 

This Sqwier whicfi \>dV hijf Aurelius 

On dorigen which fat* was so amerous 1500 

Of auenture happed hure to mete 

Amydde f e toune ri3t in f e qwikke strete 

As she was houne to goo fe way for)) li^if 

Toward the gardeyn fer as she had hi3f 1504 

And he was to J)e gardeyfi ward also 

ffor wel he aspied whan she wolde goo 

Out* of her hoiis to eny manere place 

But* fus fei mette by auenture or grace 1508 

And he saluef her wij) glad entenf 

And axed of hure whidere f af she went* 

And she answerdi half as she were madde 

Vnto J)e Gardyne as myn husbondl badde 1512 

My troufe forto hold! alias alias 

Aurelius g8Ui wondere of J)is cas. 

And in his herf had grete compassion 

Of hure and of her lamentaciofl 1516 

And of Aruei-agus f e worfi knyjt* 

fat* bad hure holde al fat* she hight* 

ISo lof e he was hys wiflf sholde breke her trouf e 

And in his hert* he cast* of f is grete routhe 1520 

Consideringe f e best* on euery side 

fat* from his lust* hym were better abide 

Than done so high a cherles wrecchednesse 

A3einst* fraunches and al gentilncsse 1524 
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GBoup F. § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

ffor whicfe in fewe wordes seide he Jus peaf iw, bock] 

Madame seij? to 301116 lorde Arueragus . 

))at* si])en I se his grcte gentihiesse 

To jou and eke I see wel joure distresse 1528 

If je hy me shulde hreke joure troufe 1530 

Certes me fenkej) if were grete toupe [spun'oiiff 1529] 

I haue wel leuei* eiiere to suffre woo 

J)an I departe fe loue ytwix 30U twoo 1532 

I 30U relese madame into 3oure honde 

Quite eucry suremenf and euery honde 

That* 3e han made to me as here hiforn 

IF SiJ?ens filk* tyme fat* je were horfl 1536 

My troufe I pli3f I shal jou neuer* repi-eef* . . / 

Of no hiheesf and here I take my leue 

As of Je trewest* & Je beete wiff 

Jat* cuere jit* I knewe in al my lifT 1540 

And euery wijt* be ware of hure bihest* 

On Dorygen remembrej at* ]>e leste 

Thus can a squyere doQ a gentile dedc 

As wel as can a knyjf wij-oute drede 1544 

She Jonked hym vpon hure knees al bare 

And home vnto hure husbonde is she fare 

And tolde hym alle as je han herd me seide 

And be je siker he was ful wel apaide 1548 

It* were impossible to write 

Wliat* nedej lenger in Jis cas endite 

% Arueragus and Dorigen his wiff* 

In souereyu blisse leden forj her lif 1552 

Xeuer aftere was Jer anger hem bitwene 

He Shershed hure as Jouje she were a queue 

And she was to hym trewe for eue>*more 

Of fise two folk* je gete of me no more 155G 

^ Aurelius Jat* liis cost* haj forlorft 

CurseJ Je tyme Jat* euere he was borft 

Alias qMod ho alas Jat* I bihijt* 

Of pured gold a thousand pounde of wi^t* 15G0 
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GROUP F, § 4. franklin's tale. Petworth MS. 

Vnto jjis philosople how shal I doo iieaf loo] 

I se no more but* fat* I am fordoo 

Mine heritage most* I selle 

And bene a begger here I may not* dwelle 1564 

And shamen al my kynrede in fis place 

Buf I of him may gete better grace 

But* na])elee8 I wil of hywi assaie 

At* certeyn dayes jere by jere to paie 1568 

And fonke him of his grete cwrtesio 

My troupe wil I kepe I wil not* lie 

Wijj herte sore he gop vnto his cofre 

And broujte golde vnto fis philysophro 1572 

pe value of .v. C. pounde I gesse 

And hy m bisechef of his gentilnesse 

'J'o graunte hym daies of pe remenazinte 

And saide maistere I dar wel make auawnto 1570 

I failled neuere of my trouf e 3it 

Ifor sikerly my dette shal be quytt* 

To ward es 30U how fat* eucre I fare 

To goon a begger in my kirtel bare 1580 

But* wolde 3e vouche sauf vpon swerte 

Two 3ere or f re forto respite me 

J3an were I welle for ellis mote I selle 

IF Myn heritage per nys no more to telle 1584 

This Philisophre soberly answerde 

And seide pus whan he pis word herdo 

Haue I not* holde conaunte vnto pe 

Jis certes wel atid trewly quod he 1588 

hast* pou not* had pi lady as pe likep 

No no quod he and sorily he sikep 

What* was pe cause telle me jif pou can 

Aurclius his tale anon bygan 1592 

And tolde hym alle as 3e han herd biforc 

It* nedep not* to rehercen it* no more 

He saide Arucragus of gentilnesse 

llad leuere dey in sorowo and distresse 159G 
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Than his wif were of hure trew]>e fals P^f 190, tack] 

The soTowe of dorigen he tolde hym als 

Howe lo]>e hire was to be a wicked wiff 

And ]>af she leuera ]>at* day lost* hure liff 1600 

And J>at;* hura trouJ>e she swore J>ourgh Innocence 

She neuere erst* herde speke of apparence 

That* made me han of hura so grete pite 

And Ti)V as frely as he sent* hire me 1604 

As freely sent* I hire to hym ajein 

'This is alle and some per nys no more to seyil 

This Philisophre answerd leue broJ>6r 

Tjuerich, of 30U did gentili(^ til o]>er 1608 

Thou art* a squyere and he a kny3t* 

But* god forbede for his blisful my^t* 

But* if a clerk* couJ>e do a gentile dede 

As wel as eny of 30U it* is no drede 1612 

Sir* I relece ]>e pi J^ousand pounde 

As ]>ow rijt* nowe were cropen out* of ]>• grounde 

Xe neuere er nowe haddesf pou knowe me 

flfor sir* I nyl not* take a peny of f e 1616 

ffor al my craft* and my travaile 

Jk)w hast* ypaied wel for my vitaile 

It* is ynowe and fare wele & haue good day 

And toke his hors and iorp he gop his way 1620 

IT Lordingges f is questiofi wil I aske nowe 

Which was J>e most* free as ))enke)) 30U 

Nowe telle)) me er fat* I forJ>er wende 

I Can no more my tale is at* an e7^cle 1624 

^ Thus endej) pe ffirankleyn his tale 
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GROUP G. FRAGMENT VIIL 

§ 1. THE SECOND NUN'S TALE. 
PETWOETH MS. 



[THE PBOEM,] [OH lec^riw, &/»-* i 

[ATo break$ between tMe ttanzae in the US.] 

IT And here byginne]) p* pt-ologe of ij. nonne 

(1) 

The mynystere and f e nonce vnto vices 1 

Which ]>at* men clepen in englissh ydehiesse 
The porter of ]>e gate is of delices 

To eschewe and by her contrary hure oppresse 4 

fat* is to sayn by leeful bysynesse 
Wei ou3t* we to don our entenf 
Lest' Jat* f e feendf f orgh ydelnesse vs shenf ti«^ WJJ 7 

(2) 

For he ])af wij> his ];ousande cordes sclijo 8 

Continuelly vs waitej) to be-clappe 

Whan he may man in ydelnesse aspie 

He can so li^tly cacche him in his trappe 1 1 

Til fat* a man be hent* ri3f by fe lappe 

He nys nat* ware f e fende haj) hym on hondf 

wel ou3t* vs worch and ydelnesse wifstond? 1 4 

(3) 

And fou^e men draddcn nouei'e forto deyc 15 

jit* seen men wel by resoun doutelees 

That* ydelnesse is roten scloggardye 

Of whiche J>er neuere co?wmeth non encrees 18 

And sif ens fat* sclouth hure holdef in a lees 

Only to sclepe and forto ete and diinke 

And to devouren alle fat* of ere swynke 21 
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And forto putten vs from sucti ydelnesse 22 

That* cause is of ))e grete confusiofi 

I haue here done my fei))ful bysynesse 

Afbere J>e legende in translacion 25 

Eijt* of J>i glorious lif and passion 

Thow wi]> pi garlond wroujt* of rooses and lilie 

The mene I maiden and marter' seinf Cicile 2$ 

(S) 

And J>ou ]>af floure of yirgynes art* sAle 29 

Of whom f af Barnard lust* so wel to write 

To f e at* my bygynnyng* furst* I calle 

Thou comforte of vs wrecches do me endite 32 

))ine maidens dej> ])at* was ])orgh fi merite 

f e eternal lif and of ]>e feende victorie 

Oertes men may aftere reden in his storie 35 

(6) 

Thow maiden and modere doujter' of ^ sone 30 

Thow welle of mercy synful soules cure 

In whom f af god for bounte chees to wone^ (? wone later^ 

Thowe humble and hegh ouere euery creature 39 

Thou nobledesf so ferre oure nature 

rhat* no desdeyn ]>e maker had of kynde 

His sone in blood and flessh to cloJ> and wynde 42 

(7) 

WiJ>-Inne f e cloystere blisful of pi sidys [leaf wi, uackj 43 

Toke mannys shappe J^e eteme loue and pees 

j)at* of j>e trynie com pas lorde and gide es 

Whom erfe and see and heuene vrip out* relees 46 

Ay heryen and f ou viigyne wemlees 

Bare of J>i body and dwellest* maiden pure 

Je creatour of euery creature 49 
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(8) 
Assembled is iu ]>e magnificence 50 

Wif mercy goodnesse and sucfi pite 
That* ])ou arte ]>e sonne of excellence 
Noujf only helpest* hem faf preien f e 53 

But* oftetyme of f i benignyte 
Iful frely er p&V men fine helpe bisecha 
fow goost* byfom and art* her lyues leche 56 

(9) 

Sow helpe ]>ou meke and blisful faire niaide 57 

Me flemed wrech in ])is deserte of galle 

Thenk* on J>e womman Canane ]>at* saide 

]>aV whelpes eten somme of fe crommes alle 60 

J^at* fix)m her lordis table bene yfalle 

And ))0U3e pa,V I fe vnwoTpi sone of Eue 

Be sinful 3if accepte my bileue 63 

(10) 

And for fat* feif is dede wijK)uf werkes 64 

So for to worchen jeue me witte and space 

Jjaf I be quytte firom place pat most* derk* es 

O you p&V art* so faire and so ful of grace 67 

Be myne aduocate in so high a place 

Ther as wi]K)ut* ende is songe Osanna 

]>ou cristes moder and doubter of Anna 70 

(") 

And of Ji li3f my soule in prison li3t* 71 

])at* troubled is by pe contagioft 

Of my body and also by pe wi^V 

Of erplj lust* and fals affectioii 74 

heuene o. refute .o saluaciofi 

Of hem p&V bene in sorowe and in distresse 

Nowe helpe f for to my werk* I wil me dressc 77 
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(12) 

Jif prey I jou faf reden faf I write 78 

fforyeuej) me faf I doo no diligence peafias] 

fia ilk storie subtely to endite 

ffor bof haue I J>e wordy s and fe sentence 81 

Of hem Jjaf at* 8ey[n]te8 reuerence 

fe storie wroot* and folowen her legende 

And prei 30U Jjat* 30 wil my werk amende 84 

(13) [THE TALE,] 

First* wolde I ^oti fe name of seinf Cicile 85 

Expoune as men in her stories see 

If is to saye in engelisshe heuenes lilie 

ffor pure chaastnesse of virginite 88 

Oi)>er for she witnesse had of honeste 

Of grene of consciens and of good fame 

The swote sauoure lilie was huie name 91 

(14) 

Oy))ere Cicile is to say f e way to blynde 92 

ffor she ensample was by good techinge 

Or ellis Cicile as I writen fynde 

Is ioyned by a manere conioynynge 95 

Of heuene and lya and hier in figurynge 

pe heuene is sette for pou^V of holynesse 

And lya for hure lastinge bisynesse 98 

(15) 

Cicile maye eke be seide in ))is manere 99 

"Wantyng* of blyndenesse for hure grete li^t* 

Of sapience and of her thewes clere 

Oi]>er ellis loo J>is maidens name bri^f 102 

Of heuene and leos commep for which by rijf 

Men myjf J)e heuene of puple hure calle 

lilnsample of good and wise werkes alle 105 
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(16) 
For leos puple in englissh. is to say 106 

And ri3t;* as men may in J>e heuew see 
The son/^e and mone and fe sterres euery way 
Bijt so [men] goostly in fis maiden fre 109 

Seen J?e feif of magnificence 
And eke of helpe and of sapience 
And sondry werkes bri3t* of excellence 112 

(1') 

And ri3t* as J>ise pliilisophres write 113 

Jat* heuene is swiff rounde and brennynge 

Ri3f so was fairs Cicile fo white poAf 192, back] 

Iful swift* and bisy euere in werkinge 116 

And rounde and hool in good pe?*seueryngo 

And brenne euere in charite li3t* 

Now haue I declared 30U what* she hi^t* 119 

% Thus ende); ))e prologe / & here byg3rnne)} y .ij na/mes 
tale 

(18) 

This maiden bri3t* Cicile as hure lif saij) IT J)8 tale .f 
was commen of Romaynes and of noble kynde 
And 80 forfe fostred vp in f e faif 
Of cr/ste and bare hys gospel in her mynde 1 23 

She n euere sesed as I writen fynde 
Of hure preiere and god to loue and drede 
Bisechinge \vym to kepe her maidenhede 126 

(19) 
And whan J)is maiden shul(} Tnto a man 127 

ywedded be fat* was ful 3enge of age 
That* ycleped was valirian 

And f e day was co7wraen of hurc manage 1 30 

She fille deuoute and humble in her corage 
Vndere hure Robe of gold ]>at* sat* ful fairs 
And next* hure flcssh yclad was in an haire 1 33 
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(20) 

And while pe Orgels maden melodie 134 

To god allone J^us in herf songe she 

O lorde my saule and eke my body gie 

Vnwemmed lest* fat* I co/ifounded be 137 

And for his loue J>at* dyed on a tree 

Euery secounde or thridde^ day she fast* [» ms .ly.] 

Ay bidynge in here orisons ful fast* 140 

(21) 

The nyght* come and to bed she most* goofl 141 

Wi]> hure husbonde as aften is fe manere 
And pn'uely she seide anon 

swete and welbiloued spouse dere 144 
])er is a counsaile and 30 woldf it* here 

Which ]>at* rijt* fayn I wolde vnto 3011 seieii 

So ))at* 3e me assured it* nou3t* by wreien 1 47 

(22) 

Valeryan gan fast* vnto hura swere 148 
J>at* for no caas ne finge fat* my3t* be 

He shold for no finge neuere bewrien here [i««f los] 

And fan at* arst* fus to hy7n seide she 151 

1 haue an aungett which fat* louef me 
fat* wif grete loue whedere I wake or slepe 

Is redy ay my body forto kepe 154 

(23) 

And 3if fat* 36 may felen out* of drede 155 

fat* 30 wil 30U goueme no finge amys 

He wil 30U saue and kepe to 30 be dede 

ffor 30ure clene lyuyng* & 30ure goodnesse 158 

And bring* 30U strei3te into heuene blesse 

He wol 30U loue as me for 3oure clennesse 

And schewen 30U of his loye and his bri3tnes8e Ifil 
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(24) 

Valerian corrected as god wolde 162 

Answerde a3ein if* I shal trust* to f e 

lat* me ])at* aungei se and hyin biholde 

And jif faf if a verrei aungei be 165 

j^an wil I done as fou hasf preide me 

IT And 3if J^ou loue ano|>er man ])an me 

ri^f wij) fis swerde I wil slee ^ou bo)>e 168 

(25) 

Cicile Answerde anone in J>is wise 169 

And if 30U lust* J>at* aungei shul 30 see 

So ]>at* je trowe on criste and jou baptise 

Grof for]) to Via Apia quod she 172 

]7at* from J>is toune ne stant* but* myles fve 

And to pe pore folk* fat* fere dwelle 

Say hem ri^t* fus as fat* I shal 30U telle 1 75 

(26) ' 

Say fat* I Cicilie 30U to hem sent* 176 

To shewe 30U f e good vrban fe olde 

ffor secre nodes and for good entente 

And whan fat* ^e seint* Vrban han by holds 179 

Telle him f e wordes which I to 30U tolda 

And whan fat* he haf purged 30U fro synno 

fan shul 30 seen fat* aungei er 30 twynne 182 

(27) 

Valerian is to fat place ygon 183 

And ri3t* as hym was tau3t* by his lurnynge 

He fonde f is holy Vrban anofi ./ 

Amonge f ise seintes buriels lowtynge [ie«ifiw,back] 186 

And he anofi wif-out* tariynge 

Did his massage and whan he had [it] tolde 

Vrban for ioye gan his hondes vp holde 189 
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Editor in Chief :—T. J. Furnivall, Esq., 3, St George's Square, Primrose Hill, N.W. 
Eon, Sec, : — W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Road, Finsbury Park, N. 

THE CHAUCER SOCIETY'S PUBLICATIONS. 

To do honour to Chaucer, and to let the lovers and students of hira see how far tlie 
best imprinted Manuscripts of his works diffcrd from the printed texts, this Society 
yx&a founded in 1868. There were then, and are still, many questions of metre, pro- 
nunciation, orthography, and etymology yet to be settled, for which more prints of 
Manuscripts were and are wanted ; and it is hardly too much to say that every line 
of ChaucQ;* contains points that need reconsideration. The founder (Mr Furnivall) 
began with The Canterbury Tales^ and has given of them (in parallel columns in 
Royal 4 to) six of the best theretofore unprintcd Manuscripts known. Inasmuch as 
the parallel arrangement necessitated the alteration of the places of certain tales in 
some of the MSS, a print of each MS has been issued separately, following the order 
of its original. The first six MSS printed have been : the Ellesmere (by leave of the 
Earl of Ellesmere) ; the Heng^vrt (by leave of W. W. E. Wjune, Esq.) ; the Camb. 
Univ. Libr., MS Gg. 4. 27 ; the Corpus, Oxford ; the Petworth (by leave of Lord 
Leconfield) ; and the Lansdowno 851 (Brit. Mus.). The Harleian 3374 will follow. 

Of Chaucer's Minor PoeinSy — the MSS of which are generally later than the best 
MSS of the Cantcrburj' Tales, — all the available MSS have been printed so as to 
secure all the existing evidence for the true text. 

The Doece from the best MS, and the Troilus Pamllel-Text from the 3 best MSS, 
are now all in type. 

To secure the' fidelity and uniform treatment of the texts, Mr F. J. Furnivall has 
read and will read all with their MSS. 

Autotypes of all the best Chaucer MSS. either have been or will be publisht. 

The Society's publications are issued in two Series, of which the first contains the 
different texts of Chaucer's works ; and the Second, such originals of and essays on 
these as can be procured, with other illustrative treatises, and Supplementary Tales. 

FIRST SERIES, 

The Society's issue for 1868, in the First Series, is, 

I. The Prologue and Knight's Tale, of the Canterbury Tales, in 6 parallel 
Texts (from the 6 MSS named below), together with Tables, showing the 
Groups of the Tales, and their varying order in 38 MSS of tlie Tales, and 
in 6 old printed editions, and also Specimens from several MSS of the 
"Moveable Prologues" of the Canterburj' Tales, — The Shipman's Prologue, 
and Franklin's Prologue, — when moved from their right places, and of the 
Substitutes for them. (The Six- Text, Part I.) 

II. The Prologue and Knight's Tale from the Ellesmere MS. 
III. 



IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VIL 
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Heng^vrt „ 
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Cambridge „ 


Gg. 4. 27 


Corpus „ 


Oxford 


Petworth „ 




Lansdowne ,, 


851 



with an 

Appendix of 

**Gamelyn" 

from six MSS. 
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(separate issues of the Texts forming Part I of the Six-Text edition.) 

The issue for 1869, in the First Series, is, 

VIII. The Miller's, Reeve's, and Cook's Tales: Ellesmere MS.^ 

IX. „ „ „ „ „ „ Hengwrt „ 

X. „ „ „ „ „ „ Cambridge „ 

XI. „ „ „ „ ,, „ Corpus „ 

XII. „ „ „ „ „ „ Petworth „ 

XIII. ,, „ „ „ ,, „ Lansdowne,, 
(separate issues of the Texts forming the Six-Text, Part II, No. XIV.) 

The issue for 1870, in the First Series, is, 

XIV. The Miller's, Reeve's, and Cook's Tales, with an Appendix of the Spurious 

Talc of Gamelj-n, in 6 parallel Texts. (Six-Text, Part II.) 

The issue for 1871, in the First Series, is, 

XV. The Man of Law's, Shipman's, and Prioress's Tales, with Chaucer's own 
Tale of Sir Thopas, in 6 parallel Texts from the MSS above named, and 10 
coloured drawings of Tellers of Tales, after the originals in the Ellesmere MS. 

XVI. The Man of Law's Tale, from the Ellesmere MS. 
XVII. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Cambridge MS. 
XVIII. „ „ „ „ „ „ „ Corpus MS. 

XIX. The Shipman's, Prioress s, andean of Law's Tales, from the Petworth MS. 

XX. The Man of Law's Tale, from the Lansdowne MS. 
each with iroodcuts of fourteen dramagft of Tellers of Tales in the Ellesmere MS.) 
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Director : F. J. Furnivall, Esq., 3, St Georpre's Square, London, N.W. 

Treasurer: H. B. Wiieatley, Esq., 5, Minford Gardens, West Kensington Park, W. 

Hon. Sec. : W. A. Dalziel, Esq., 67, Victoria Rd., Finsbury Park, London, N. 

bankers : The Union Bank of London, Head Office, Princes Street, E.G. 

J^ublishera : N. Trubneh and Co., 57 & 59, Ludgate Hill, London, E.G. 

The Early English Text Society was started by Mr Fumivall in 1864 for the 
purpose of bringing the mass of Old English Litcn\ture within the reach of the 
ordinary student, and of wiping away the reproach under which England had long 
rested, of ha\'ing felt little interest in the monuments of her early life and language. 

The E. E. T. Soc. desires to print in its Original Scries the whole of our unprinted 
MS literature ; and in its Extni Series to repiint in careful editions all that is most 
valuable of printed MSS and early printed books. 

The Society has issued to its subscribers 110 Texts, most of them of grreat interest ; 
so much 80 indeed that the publications of its first two years have been reprinted, 
and those f(»r its third year, 1866, will follow. 

The Subscription is £1 I*, a year [and £1 \s. (Large Paper, £2 \2s. 6d.) additional 
for the ExTKA Series], due in' advance on the 1st of January, and should be paid 
either to the Society's Account at the Head Office of the Union Bank of London, 
Princes Street, E.G., or by Money Order (made payable at the Chief Office, London) 
to the Hon. Secretarj', Mr \V. A. Dalziel, 67, Victoria lioad, Finsbury Park, 
London, N. 

In the Original Series, the Tubitcat ions for 1881 will be taken from : — 
GATHOLICON ANGLICUM, ed. S. J. Herrtaoe, B.A. [At Press. 
MERLIN, Part IV, containing Preface, Index, and Glossary. Ed. H. B. Wheatley. 
BEOWULF, the unique MS. autotyped and transliterated, ed. Prof. Zupitza. 
KING ALFRED'S OROSIUS, from Lord ToUemache's 9th century MS., cd. H. 

Sweet, M.A. [At Press. 
PIERS PLOWMAN : Notes, Glossary, &c. Part II, ed. Rev. Prof. Skeat, M.A. 
THE OLDEST ENGLISH TEXTS, CHARTERS, &c., ed. H. Sweet, M.A. 

[At Press. 
GAWAYNE POEMS, ed. F. J. Vipan, M.A. 

WILLIAM OF NASSINGTON'S MIRROR OF LIFE, ed. S. J. Herrtaoe, B.A. 
ARCHBP. THORESBY'S CATECHISM, &c., ed. Rev. Canon Simmons. 

[At Press. 
ALL THE EARLY ENGLISH VERSE LIVES OF SAINTS, ed. Dr. C. 

HOKSTMANN. 

PILGRIMAGE OF THE LYF OF MANHODE, in the Northern Dialect, ed. 

S. J. Herrtaoe, B:A. 
ANGLO-SAXON A>JD EARLY ENGLISH PSALTERS, ed. W. Aldis 

Wright, M.A., and J. Wood. 
ANGLO-SAXON METRICAL LIVES OF SAINTS, in MS. Cott. Jul. E 7., 

ed. Rev. Prof. W. W. Skeat. M.A. [At Press. 
EARLY ENGLISH HOMILIES, 13th century, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 
THE RULE OF ST. BENET: 6 Texts, Anglo-Saxon, Early English, Caxton. 

&c., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 
CURSOR MUNDI. Part VI. Introduction and Glossary, ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. 
GOSPEL OF NICODEMUS, ed. Prof. Wulcker. 

Those for ISSO are :— 

73. THE BLICKLING HOMILIES, 971 a.d., ed. Rev. Dr. R. Morris. Pt III. 

74. ENGLISH AVORKS OF WYCLIF, hitherto unprinted, cd. F. D. Matthew, 

Esq. 

In the Extra Series, the Publications for 1881 will be taken from : — 

CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES:— 4. LYF OF CHARLES THE GRETE, 

Part H, ed. S. J. Herrtaoe, B.A. [At Press, 
CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES :— 5. THE TAILL OF RAUF COLYEAR, 

ed. Pkof. Trautmann. [At Press. 
CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES :—6. THE SOWDONE OF BABYLONE, ed. 

Dii. E. Havsknecht. [At Press. 
ANOTHER ALLITERATIVE ROMANCE OF ALEXANDER, ed. Rev. Prof, 

W. W. Skeat, M.A., and J. H. Hbssbls, Esq. [At Press. 
BARBOUR'S BRUCE, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. Part IV. [At Press. 
GUY OF WARWICK (2 parallel texts; a 14th cent, or Auchinleck MS. version ; 

b 1.5th cent, or Caius Coll. MS.), edited by Prof. Zupitza. Part I. [At Press. 
SIR BEVIS OF HAMTON, ed. Dr. E. Kolbino. 
LONELICirS HOLY GRAIL, ed. F. J. Furnivall, M.A. Part V. 

Those for IS80 are :— 

XXXV. CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES :-2. THE SEGE OFF MELAYNE, 
SIR OTUELL, &c., ed. 8. J. Herrtaoe, B.A. 

XXXVI. CHARLEMAGNE ROMANCES :-3. LYF OF CHARLES THE 
GRETE, P»rt I, cd. S. J. Herrtaoe, B.A. 
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